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A LETTER TO THGMAS -CI- ARKS ON, 



by 



JAMES CROPPER. 



Littrpooty lOih month 2d, 1832. 

Mt DtJLR Friehd — 

It has caused me deep regret to see thy name 
amongst those of many long tried friends of humanity 
as supporters of the American Colonization Society. — 
Though I am 'not surprised that many, under the 
mask of a voluntary and prosperous settlement of f roe 
"blacks on the coast of Africa — a measure in which 
*very friend of humanity must rejoice — have been 
led to supporta scheme the nature and effects of which 
arc of a very different character. 

In judging 'of this scheme wo ought never to lose 
sight of two (acts with respect to the enslaved Afri* 
dnsinthe United States, in which the enormities of 
lhat free country have exceeded those of any other. — 
The first is, that slaves am regularly bred far sale — j 
The'eccond, that in many the States the laws af-| 
fecting free blacks are of so violently persecuting a| 
character as to compel those who obtain their lib city 
to leave those States.. From the former of these cau*| 
ves, instances must often occur (from the state of 
morals m slave countries) of fathers selling their own] 
children 1 ! From the latter has originated the Colo*| 
Taxation society; it arose outof these prejudices against! 
color, and is a direct attempt to extend the same prin-j 
ciplo to transportation. 

Why are slave-holders so anxioueto send away free 
people of color? Because their slave institutions 
* woutd bo endangered by the competition of respccta-J 
blefrco black laborers; and they dread still more 
their education and advancement in science. If they] 

were desirous to serve tho free blacks they would 
instruct them at home, (not m.few of them, but every! 
one that they send,) and not send them, in ignorance! 
to a barbarous country. ' J 

To this real scheme of transporting the peoplo o(j 
color a professed one is attached, for the ultimate ex* 

tinction of slavery, by the transportation of tho ivholc 
black population to the coast' of Africa; and we are 
gravely told that one hundred thousand slave!" are rea- j 
dy to bo given up, if means can be found of sending 
them to Africa! A most extraordinary statement, and 
one for which I believe there is no foundation, in cnJ 
ther factor probability. Can it b* believed that tlicf 



slave-holders of the United States are ready to give up 
their property, worth atlecstFiv* millions btrruno 7 
— a liberality unheard of since tho foundation of the 
world. In allthcrestof the United States, enough 
to pay the expense of their emigration cannot be rais- 
ed, and hence it is sought for in England. If there 
was any truth in this wonderful statement, we must 
all of us have been sadly deceived about tho debasing 
effects of slave-holding on the minds of those enga- 
ged in it No other occupation ever produced such 
extraordinary liberality. 

I It would bo interesting to know to what class these 
[men belong. Is it the practice of selling their own 
children which has produced this extraordinary effect ? 
I Or are these men amongst the slave-buyers, who pur- 
[chase them for no other purpose than to give thorn 
their freedom so soon as tho means of sending them to 
Liberia can be found 7 Is it not strange indeed, that 
any man can be bold enough to make assertions so 
(obviously at variance with truth 7 

To whatever extent this transportation of slaves was 
carried, the slaveholders know that tho price of those 
{slaves which remain would be enhanced, and their 
condition embittered,' by tho removal of all hopes of 
liberty, so precious to the human sou], Tho frse col* 
ored people being kept few and poor, will be presen- 
ted from rising, by fair competition, to the equal rank 
and honor to which that competition naturally conduct*, 
when not marred in its progress by some such scheme . 
as the American Colonization Society. No wonder' 
that with tho exception of some who do not understand 
tha plan, the planters are friendly to tho colonization 
scheme. But the free peopla of color are opposed to 
thia scheme. They have committed nocrime, and do 
'not like to be transported and to suffer the highest 
penalty of the law next to death* ' 

To whatever extent the United States-, expatriate , 
their cotton cultivators they destroy one of tho chief, 
sinews of their own prosperity, and increase the temp- 
tation to other states to renew tho alavQ trade by fresh 
importations. Tho whole revenue of the UnitedStatcs, 
for fully thirty years to conic, wtfuld be required to 
purchase the slaves and to transport them and the free 
blacks to Africa. * Such an tdonw tho extinction .of 

m -if* 



slavery by means of the Colonization Society can] 
never have been seriously contemplated. No! per- 
peJuofion, and not extinction of slavery, is its object! 

Tho first command tver given *to ^man was "Be 
fruitful and multiply," "Who can doubt that it is for 
his interest to obey this and every other command of 
God7 But in no case is it so manifest as whoa in a | 
state of slavery, Thevaluo of men, as of every olh-| 
er commodity, 13 governed by Uieir plenty or scarcity;! 1 
where they oro bo abundant that parishes arc willing 
to pay the expenses of emigration to get rid of them, 1 
there must be an end of slavery. Every increase of 1 
numbers tends, whilst it is a proof of better treatment,! I 
to promote the mitigation and final extinction of sla-j ' 
very; audit must bo admitted that the Americana 
evince this proof of good treatment I 

Tho slaves in tlic United Statesbaverapidlyincrcas-l 
od, and this increase lias been highly beneficial to the 
cause of humanity. It 19 estimated that they have 
increased eincc 1S09, (the time of both our and their 1 
abolition of the slave trade,) from 1,130,000 to 2,010,- 
000; and they have moio than trebled tho growth ofl 
cotton since the peaco in 1814, and have reduced its I 
price to one-third of what it then was, though the Bra- 
nds," with all tiicir slave trading, have only added onc-j 

fourth part to their growth of cotton in tho same time. 
Hence it is plain, that if there has been any increase 
in the cotton cultivators of Brazils, few or no slaves 
can have been imported for its cultivation. May we 
not then say that the increase of Uio slave population 
oftho United Statoshnsdoncmorc than all our enor- 
mous expenditure for tho suppression of tho African 
blavc trade? 

It cannot but be interesting to theo to know what 
would have been the effect of a similar increase in the 
English "West Indian slaves. Hitd they increased in 
tho same proportion as those of the United States 
(since the abolitiori'of the slavn trade) their numbers 
-would liavc been 72S,317 more than they now arc, 
which, if employed in the cultivation of sugar, Svould 
liave been sufficient to havo produced an increase of 
£40,000 tons annually, whilst all the slave trading of 
the Brazils and Cuba and the French colonies have 
only added 115,000 tons to their growth. Such an in- 
crease of sugar would havo greatly reduced its price, 
.and 'consequently tho price of slaves, and thereby 
liave destroyed the slave trade for the growth of sugar, 
us it has long since extinguished that for the cultiva- 
tion of indigo, and mere recently for the growth of 
£otlon. 



The disguise is now removing, and the real tenden- 
cy of tho Society is becoming apparent A bill was re- 
ported to the House of Delegates of Virginia for send- 
ing tho free blacks away by force; but though this 
compulsory clause was rejected, it is added that seve- 
ral other motions were made, and decided by majori- 
ties which amply proved the determination of tho 
House, to adopt some measure for tho removal of tho 
free blacks. These legislators admit that the free 
blacks will not leave tho land without some tort of 
force; which may cither be absolute, or by rendering 
their situation absolutely intolerable. 

Great injury bos been done to the canst of negro 
emancipation by the cucouragement which the agent 
of this most diabolical scheme has received from tin 
sanction of thy name. The term diabolical is not too 
, severe ; for never did Satan, with more success, tracs« 

form himself into an angel of light than in the gloss 
which has covered its deformities. 

These persecuted free blacks view tho whole plan 
with the abhorrence which is justly duo to it, and with 
which we should view a plan of general transporta- 
tion from theland of our nativity, Tho Blai-c-owneni 
arc its advocates and supporters. Surely the name of 
Clarkson will bo withdrawn from tho ranks of tho op* 
pressors, and will bo found,a» ithas ever yet been, 
amongst the friends of the oppressed African race- 
Let us repair tho injury which has been dono on 
both sides of the water by this imholy connexion be- 
tween slave-holders and philanthropists; for sincethig 
scheme has been on footits deadening influence on the 
energies of U10 friends of humanity in tha United States 
has been moUmovifcsL 

Let there no longer be any doubt which side is ta- 
ken by the philanthropist of England, Let them de- 
clare their deep feeling of sympathy with those sorely 
persecuted and oppressed people; and such an exam- 
ple will be followed in tho United States, whore the 
friends of humanity will hasten to leave tho ranks of 
tho oppressors, and the cauer of justice will again 
flourish. 

May I particularly request thy attentive perusal 
oftho following twenty pages, written by my friend 
Charles Stuart, one of the most devoted Christians I 
have ever known, and an unwearied advocato jrf tho 
oppressed Africans, 

I am, with great regard, 

- Thy tinc^ro friend, 

JAMES CROPPER, 
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PREJUDICE VINCIBLE, &c. 



^Conflicting statements having been placed before 
The public on the subject of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, the writer is led by what ha deems a sol- 
emn regard for truth and duty, to offer the following 
evidence in relation to it : 

Liberia is an American settlement on the western 
coast of Africa, about 2(H) miles southv/ard of Sierra 
Leone, inlat 6 dejj. 30 min. N. and Ion- 11 dec. W. 
Itn principal point is Cape Mc&umdo, on which Mon- 
rovia, its capital, is built. The settlement comprises 
* small domain, immediately around Monrovia, pur- 
chased from the native chiefs^ and is loosely said to 
consist of ft much larger territory, because the native 
chiefs have merely put themselves, during pleasure, 
under its protection. Capo Mesurado is a fine eleva- 
ted spot, completely ventilated and drenched with 
the fresh, moist, sea air, extending two or three miles. 
The rest of the territory differs in nothing materially 
from the fertile and imperfectly cultivated continental 
sea coasts of the regions of the equator. Vessels of 
moderate burthen only can enter its harbor. 

The American Colonization Society founded and 
supports Liberia. It was commenced in 1817, and of 
late has obtained considerable attention. Its funda- 
mental principles are embodied in the two first arti- 
cles of its constitution, and arc as follow : 

Article 1. "This Society shall be called 'The 
American Society for Colonizing the Free People of 
Colour of the United States."" 

Article 2. M The object to which its attention is to 
be exclusively directed is to promote and execute a 
plan for colonizing (with their consent) the free people 
of color residing m our country, in Africa, or such 

other place as Congress shall deem most expedient,' 1 
ice. 

The broad facts of the case arc these : 
The whole population of the United States is about 
13,000,000. Out of this upwards of 2,000,000 arc held 
in a most degrading and brutal state of personal sla- 
very, under laws worse than even those of the wretch- 
ed slave colonies of Great Britain. 

Out of the whole, 330,000, though free, are in most 
cases only partially to - and are exposed to an exceed- 
ingly malignant and destructive persecution, merely 
because they have a akin differently colored from the 
remaining eleven and a half millions of their fellow 
subjects. 

Both those two persecuted classes arc rapidly in- 
creasing. Their increase terrifies the slave party, and 
-fills them with anxious musings of danger. 

The glaring contradiction of a free people being a f 
*lav**hotding people; of eleven or twelve millions o 
men, calling themselves the most free in the world 
keeping upwards of 2,000,000 of their unoffending fel- 
low subjects in ths most abject and degrading slavery, 
affects many, and urges them to seek a remedy. The 
word of Qm slan4s tftrt before others, and bids them 



blush and tremble at the guilt and danger of their 
country, while the smothered cry of the oppressed 
and unoffending poor rises incessantly to God against 
her. 

From this state of things it was that the American 
Colonization Society arose j by this state of things it 
is that the American Colonization Society subsists. — 
It is agreeable to tho slave-master, for it calms his fears. 
It offers a remedy to tho man who mourns overthe dis- 
honor and inconsistency of his country; and to the 
man who fears God, it commands itself by pretending 
lo do all that it can for the unoffending poor. 

The views of its advocates arc frankly expressed m 
its own constitution as above quoted, and in its own 
reports. I refer to them all, particularly to tho three 
last, 13th, 14th, and 15th, and submit from them tho 
following quotations: 

1. 13th Report, pagc44: — "Thoprcscntnumberof 
this unfortunate, degraded, and anomalous class of in- 
habitants cannot be much short of half a million, and 
the numbcrisfast increasing. They are emphatically 
mildew upon our fields, a scourge to our backs, and a 
stoin upon our escutcheon. To remove them is mer- 
cy to ourselves, and justice (!!!) to them." 15th Re- 
port, page 24: — "The race in question were known, 
as a class, to bo destitute, depraved, the victims of all 
forms of social misery. Tho peculiarity of their fato 
was, that this was not their condition by accident or 
transiently, but inevitably and immutably, whilst they 
remained in their present place, by a law as infallible 
in its operation as any of a physical nature," In same 
t5th Report, page 25: — "What is tho free black to 
the slave 7 A standing, perpetual excitement to dis- 
content- Tho slave would have then little excito* 

mcnt to discontent, but for the free black; he would 
have as little to habits of depredation, his next strong- 
est tendency, but from tho same source of deteriora- 
tion!!! In getting rid, then, of the free blacks, the 

slave will bo saved from the chief occasions for suffer- 
ing, and the owner from inflicting severity." 

2. 15th Report, page 2G: — "If none were drained 
away, sieves became inevitably and speedily redun- 
dant, &c &c When this stagehad been reached, what 
course or remedy remained 7 Was open butchery to be 
resorted to, as among the Spartans with tho helots * 
or general emancipation and incGrpornt*on f as in South 
America; or abandonment of the country by the mot- 
ttrs?"* Either of these was a deplorable catastro- 

Eho: could all of them bo avoided? and if they could, 
ow 7 "There was but ono way, and it was to provide 



*In contemplating there iltcrnaLlvcv, how con we anHlctent* 
I* admire the foodncas of God Jn baring provided that ths 
increase of ilaves shall raecoaiarllr lead lo tmsnclpatltn and 
Incorporation! And how can webs luffldenlly struck with 
horror at the deliberate and Insolent cruelly of man, In devls* 
inj eeherae* Ilka this for the perpetuation of slavery I— J- U 
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mdktzpoptnadrnia fortht excess of inerw*, beyond 
the occasions of profitable employment, &c &c This 
drain was already opened," The JJfriean Repository^ 
"vol. 7, page 246, says, " Enou^Ii, under favorab!e cir- 
cumstances, mi^ht be removed for a few successive 
years, if young females tone encouraged to go, to keep 
Ihe whole colored population in cheek HP* How dread- 
ful thua coolly to rend asunder the sexes which were- 
made to bo each other's mutual strength and solace 
through earth's dangerous pilgrimage !! And in page 
232, anticipating withfn two generations a result of 
forty white 3 to one black t it declares that all uneasi- 
ness would then be at an end. 

3. In 14th Rcjport, paj*es 12 and 13: — 11 And the 
slave-holder, po far from naving just cause to com- 
plain of the Colonization Society, has reason to con- 
gratulate himself that in this institution a channel is 
opened up, in which the public feeling and public ac- 
tion can flow on without doing violence to his rights ! 
The closing of this channel might bo calamitous to 
the slave-holder beyond his conception ; for the stream 
of benevolence Ui^t now flows so innocently in it 
might then break out in forms even far more disas- 
trous than abolition societies and all their kindred 
and ill-judged measures," 

Report of Pennsylvania Colonization Society for 



1830, page 44.— "The Gocioty propoie* to send, not 
one or two pious members of Christianity into a fo* 
rei^n land, but to transport annually, for an indefinite 
number of years, in one view of its scheme, 6000, in 



another 56 000 missionaries (11!) of the descendants of 
Africa itself, to communicate the benefits of our reli- 
gion, and of the arts. And this colony of missiona- 
ries,* 1 &c That is, six or fifl}j*six thousand of the de- 
graded and anomalous wretches who arc said to bo a 
mildew upon the fields of America, and a scourge to 
the backs, and a stain upon the escutcheon of the 
white people of the United States, arc to bo trans- 
formed annually, by transportation to Africa (with 
their own consent) into an army or missionaries t com- 
municating the benefits of religion and the arts 1 1 ! 
In further pursuing this subject, I purpose 

1. To contrast the evils which need a remedy, and 
the remedy nnnded f with the remedy proposed by the 
American Colonization Society. 

2. To ask how far the remedy thus proposed may 
fairly bo expected to remove the evils in question. 

3. What are the feelings of the fre«-colorcd people 
themselves respecting this remedy ? 

4. Have we any other evidences? 

5. What is our duty? 



1, The Evils which need a Remedy. 



I. The brutal and degrading per- 
sonal slavery of upwards of 2,000,000 
unoffending subjects of the United 
States, 



5. The cruel nnd criminal prejudice 
&g&innL the frco colored people, and 
the dreadful persecution lo which it 
subjects them. 



S. Tito African slsva trade contin- 
ued. 



4. The moral vrrotchednsis of Af- 
rica. 



Remedy needed* Remedy propoied by the American Cot* 

onizaiion Society. 

The immediate abolition, by a well The sending to Africa under cireum- 
digested legislative enactment in each stances as favorable as in their power, 
slave Stale nnd in Con^rcns, ofthcbni- of as many of the' ensJarerl and unof- 
tal, criminal, and tuinous system of feeding negroes as their own mailers 
negro slavery, and the immrdiate eul>- may pl=a*e to emancipate for thtt pur- 
Btitmion in its place, of a. law worthy pose. 

of a groat, free, and enlightened coun- 
try. 

The union of Christians and philan- The sending to Africa, under cireum- 
thropists of every class, especially (if stances as favorable &■ in their power, 
the Minuter*, of the Goipel, lo brand of as many of the iufTertrs as thiycsn 
that basu nnd destructive prejudice ev- E et to go or lo send, 
cry where with the infamy which it de- 
serves, and to extend the cherishing 
arms of heavenly love to comfort, cup- 
port and establish in their native coun- 
try all who arc outraged by it. 

The immediate and universal aboli- Tho settlement of a free colored coi- 
tion of its only source and support, nc- ony, und*r circumstances as favorable* 
gro slavery. as in their power, upon the coast of Af- 

rica. 

Select missionary efforts, mcli nn are The sending to Africa of a mliid 
using elsewhere, multiplied wnd exten- crowd of wretches declared to be too 
ded. bad generally speaking, to be safely al- 

lowed l<* remain in their native coun- 
try, under the presumption that landing 
them in Liberia will qualify them to be 
missionaries of the gospel. 



5, The ruinous 
slave Statei. 



condition of the 



Tho conversion of their slcvo labor- 
cry into free laborers— of their unwil- 
ling into willing hands. 

6. The terrors of lb* si*, *-inuters. Undissembling repentance, and fruits 



The removal from the United Stales 
as quickly ns possible of m vast propor- 



tion of all iU laboring strength. 
Removing, aa condescendingly 



meet for repentance; nnd for ibis pur- possible, ai many of the objects of their 
pose the continual Hettina before them terrors aa they wish to get rid of; that 
of their em; and, morally speaking, they may keep tho remainder as long 
giving them no peace in their iniquity, as they pleoss, without fear. 



Such, I think, arc the chief evilfl set forth in this So- 
ciety's reports. Such are the plain and simple reme- 
dies which duty undeniably requires; nnd such are the 
remedies proposed by the American Colonization So- 
ciety* 

2. — Hoio far may the remedies thxts proposed be fairly 
expected to remove the evils in question ? 

I put it to the independent understandings of my fel- 
low men ; I entreat them to weigh each evil for them- 



selves, with its remedy, real and proposed; nnd I ask, 
as far as the American Colonization Society succeeds, 
whatmuatbethecondition of the mass ot wretches that 
continue enslaved, when, year after yoar, all hopes of 
liberty arc more and more extinguished, and nothing 
bui strengthening despotism remains 7 TV hen every 
brute shall be more and more at liberty to pollute them 
with impunity, and when every barrier to holier allian* 
cos shall be more and more proudly closed? 
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1. What kind of a remedy will it bo to tho brutal en- 
slavement of two millions* increasing at the rate of 50,- 
000 annually, that rnnually a few hundreds (or thou 
aands it it ehotild wer be) bavo their slavery corainu 
led into transportation. The few M-ho are benefited not 
being righted, but only suffering a lesser instead of a 
greater wrong; while the two millions who remain are 
itill increasing in number and sinking in degradation, 

2. What kind of a remedy is it to the dreadful per- 
secution which the 3 or4 or 500,000 free colored people 
are suffering in tho United States, that a fragment of 
them are removed annually to a foreign land, \cit h their 
exon content,' while tho multitude who remain ore sub- 
jected to aggravated persecution? 

3* How can the Afiican slave trade be effectually 

Sweated, while negro clav*ry, its only source^ remains? 
T what power can tho Americans have in attempting 
to abolish the slave trade in Africa, excepting that oi 
tntrc brute force, while they have a slate trade at home 9 
mere, criminal than that of Jifriea, and almost as cruel ? 

4. How can the moral wretchedness of Africa bo 
remedied by an influx of degraded and untutored 
minds?. And what will the Africans think, when in- 
formcd that these* Jlmtricans, who are so busy about 
freedom on the African coast, arc slavo-mastcrs, or 
encguragers of slave-master? at home 7 

5. How can tho ruinous condition of the slave states 
bo remedied by transporting almost the whole of their 
laboring strength to a distant countiy? 

6. And what good will it be doing tho slave-holder 
torivehimpeacoirihissins? To make it as pleasant 
ana as safe iorhimasyoucan,to continue to plunder and 
to oppress theiinuffending poor? Will that be loving 
him? Will his soul bless you for such love, when his 
whiter skin no more elates him with pride, and when lie 
meets his slave, no longer a slava or a ncgro t but like 
himself, a deathless soul, to he judged, without re- 
spect of persons, by tho impartial law of unalterable 
righteousness? 

3. — What are the feelings of the free colored people 
themselves respecting thii remedy? 

In 1817, at the first formation of tho American Col- 
onization Society, they thus expressed themselves at a 

Sublic meeting, at Bethel Church, in Philadelphia, 
antes Fortcn ocing their Chairman ;— 
<4 Whercas» our ancestors (not of choice) were the 
first successful cultivators of the wilds of America, we 
their descendants feel ourselves entitled to participate 
in the blessings of her luxuriant soil, which their blood 
and sweat manured ; * and that any measure, or system 
of measures, having a tendency to banish us from her 
bosom, Would jiot only be cruel,but would bo in direct 
violation of those principles which have been the boast 
of this republic. 

"Resolved^ That wo view with deep abh n rrenco the 
unmerited stigma attempted tobecastuponthe reputa- 
tion of the frc-i people of color, by the promoters of this 
measure, 'that they are a dangerous and useless part 
of the community,* when in the state of disfranchise- 
ment, in which tncy live, in the hour of danger thoy 
eeaaed to remember their wrongs and rallied round tho 
standard of their country, 

"Resolvedj That we never will separate ourselves 
voluntarily from tho slave population in this country; 
they arc our brethren by the tics of consanguini- 
ty, of suffering, and of wrongj and we feel that there 
is more virtue in suffering privations with them, than 
fancied advantages for a season. 

"Resolved, That having tho strongest confidence in 
tho justice of God, and in tho philanthropy of tho free 
States, we cheerfully submit our destines to the guid- 
ance of Him who suffers not a sparrow to fall without 
his special providence. 1 * 



And ihis meefcing, immediately afterwards, put forth 
the following address :— 

To the humane and benevolent Inhabitants of the city and 

county of Philadelphia* 
[extracts.) 

"We have no wish to ssparatc from our present 
homes for any purpose whatever. Contented with our^ 
present situation and condition, wo arc not desirous of 
increasing their prosperity but by honest efforts, and by 
the use oi those opportunities for their improvement, 
which the constitution and laws allow to all. It is, 
therefore, with painful solicitude^ and sorrowing re-- 
gret, we have seen a plan for colonizingthe free poop! a 
of color of tho United States, on the coast of Africa. 

u lVc hitmbty, respectfully, and fervently intreat and- 
beseech your disapprobation of the plan of colonization 
now offered by the American Society for colon izing Iho 
froo people of color of the XJnitcd State V Here, in the cU 
ty of Philadelphia, where the voice of t lc suffering sons 
of Africa was first beard ; where was first commenced 
tho work of abolition, on which Heaven has smiled, 
for it could have had success only from the Great Mas- 
ter; let not a purpose be assisted which will stay tho 

cause of the entire abolition of slavery in the United 
States, and which may defeat it altogether; which 

froffers to those who do not ask for them, what it cnlla 
eneftts } but which they consider injuries, and which 
must insure to tho multitudes) whose prayers can only 
reach you through us, misery, sufferings mid perpetusl 
slavery. 

(Signed) "James Fortex, Chairman. 

"llubsEi* J^arhatt, Secretary." 



Extract from an Address to the Citizens of 

New- York, Jan. 1831. 

"It is evident to any impartial observer, that 

the natural tendency of nil their speeches, re- 
ports, sermons, &c. is to widen the breach be- 
tween us and the whites, and give to preju- 
dice a tenfold vigor. It has produced a mista- 
ken sentiment towards us* Africa is coiir- 
sklered the home of those who had nevec 
seen its shores* The poor, ignorant slave, who 
in all probability, has never heard the name of 
Christ, by the colonization process is suddenly 
transformed into a 'missionary,' to inslruct in 
the principles of Christianity, and the arts of' 
civilized life. The Friends have been the last, 
to aid the system pursued by the society's ad- 
vocates. And we say (for we feel it) that in* 
proportion as they become colonizntionists, 
they become less active and less friendly to 
our welfare, as citizens of (he United States. 

"There does exist in the United Slates a pre- 
judice against us ; but is it unconquerable? I* 
it not in the power of these gentlemen to sub- 
due it7 If their object is to benefit us, why not 
better our condition here? What keeps ua . 
down but the want of wealth ? Why do we 
not accumulate wealth ? Simply because we 
are not encouraged. If we wish to give our 
boys a classical education, they are refused ad- 
mission into your colleges. If we consume our 
means in. giving them a mercantile education,, 
you will not employ them as clerks j if they 
are taught navigation, you will not employ 
them as captains. If we make them mechnsr- 



ica, you will not encourage them, nor will 
White mechanics work in the same shop with 
ihem. And with all these disabilities, like 
mill-stones, about us, because we cannot po?nt 
out our statesmen, bankers and lawyers, we 
are called an inferior race, 

"These gentlemen know but little of a large 
portion of the colored population of this city. 
Their opinions are formed from the unfortunate 
portion* of our people, whose characters are 
scrutinized by them as judges of courts. Their 
patrician principles prevent an intercourse with 
men in the middle walks of life, among whom a 
portion of our people may be classed* We ask 
them to visit the dwellings of the respectable 
part of our people, and we are satisfied that 
they will discover more civilization and refine 
ment than will be found in the same number of 
while families of an equal standing. 

"Finally, we hope that those who have so 
eloquently pleaded the cause of the Indian, will 
at least endeavor to preserve consistency in 
their conduct, , They put no faith in Georgia, 
although she declares that the Indians shall 
not be removed but with their own consent. — 
Can they blame us if we attach the same credit 
to the declaration, that they mean to colonize 
us only with our consent ? They cannot indeed, 
use force; thatis out of the question. But they 
harp so much on 'inferiority, prejudice, distinc- 
tion, 1 and what not, ihat there will be no alter- 
native left us but to fall in with their plans.— 
We are content to abide where we are. We 
do not believe that things will always continu 
the same* The time must come when the de 
clarationof independence will be felt in the 
heart as well as uttered from the mouth ; and, 
when the rights of all shall be properly acknowl- 
edged and appreciated. God hasten that time ! 
This is our home, and this our country. Be- 
neath its sod lie the bones of our fathers : for it 
some of them fought, bled, and died. Here we 
were born, and here we will die," 

(Signed) "Samuel Ennals, Chairman." 
' 'Dec. 35, 1830.' 



Extract from the Brooklyn Address^ 

June, 1831. 

"We truly believe that many gentlemen who 
are engaged in the Colonization Society are our 
sincere friends and well wishers ; they wish to 
do something for us, consequently they have 
subscribed largely to it, because there was no 
plan on foot Some of them have been delu- 
ded into its schemes, with a view of thorough- 
ly civilizing Africa, by our free people of color 
and emancipated slaves, who may, from time to 
time, bo colonized on its coast, with their own 
consent. We conceive that such measures are 
fraught with inconsistency, and In no way cal- 
culated to have such an effect. To send a par- 
cel of uninstructed, uncivilized, and unchristian 
people to the western coast of Africa, with Bi- 
bles in their hands, to teach the natives the 



truths of the gospel, social hapnineoL and mor- 
al virtue, is mockery and ridicule' in the ex* 
treme. 

"Missionary families should be well instruc- 
ted in the rudiments of our holy religion, that 
their example may shine forth as lights in that 
much neglected and benighted land. ■ 

"Many wish us to go to Africa, because they 
say that our constitutions are better adapted to 
that climate than this. If bo, vse would 
ask why so many of our hearty, hale, and heal- 
thy country vien y on arriving in that country^ 
fall victims to the malignant fever* and disor* 
ders prevalent in those regions 1 We Would 
observe that none arc exempt from being touch- 
ed with the contagion. It operates more se- 
verely upon those from the higher latitudes. . 

"Brethren, it is time for us to awake to our 
interests, for the colonization society, is etrain- 
ing every nerve for the accomplishment of its 
objects. They have got the consent of eleven 
states, who have instructed their senators to do 
something in the next congress for our removal- 
Maryland calls imperatively on the general 
government to send us away, or else they will 
colonize their own free blacks. They have by 
their influence, stopped the emancipation of 
slaves in a measure, except for colonization pur- 
poses. 

u We pray theLord to hasten the day when 
prejudice, inferiority, degradation, and oppres- 
sion will be done away, and the kingdoms of 

this world become the kingdom of God and 
his Christ. 

(Signed) "H. C. Thompson, Chairman." 

Extracts from the New-Haven Address > 

August, 1831. 

u Resolv^ That we consider those christians 
and philantropists, who are boasting of their 
liberty and equality, saying that all men are 
born free and equal, and yet are endeavoring to 
remove us from our native land, to be inhuman 
in their proceedings, defective in their princi- 
ples, and unworthy of our confidence, 

"Iicsolved } That we consider these coloni- 
zationists and ministers of the Gospel, who are 
advocating our transportation to an unknown 
clime, because our skin is a little darker than 
theirs, notwithstanding God has made of one 
blood all nations of men, and has no respect 
of persons, as violators of the commandments 
of God and the laws of the Bible, and as trying 
to blind our eyes by their voin movements — 
their mouths being as slippery as oil, and their 
words sharper than a two edged sword. 

"Resolved, That it is our earnest desire that 
Africa may become speedily civilized, and re- 
ceive religious instruction? ; but not by the ab- 
surd and invidious plan of the colonization soci- 
ety, namely, to send a nation of ignorant men to 
teach a nation of ignorant men. We think it 
most wise for them to send missionaries, . 

u Resolved y That we know of no other place 
that >ve can call our true and appropriate home* 



Scenting these United Stales, into which our 
Sa wero brought, who ennched the coun; 
irv by their toils, and fought, and bled,and dien 
in Us defence, nnd left us in its possession. ; and 

here we will live and die." . 

( Signed) "Henby Benin an, Chairman." 

August 8lh, 1831. 



Extract* from Pittsburgh Resolutions, September, 1S31 
"Resolved, It is the decked opinion of this meet- 
ing that African colonization is a scheme to dram the 
better informed part of the colored people out of these 
United States, so that the chain of slavery may he m - 

■eted more Ughtly. , , . c ■,->■.,„ 

"Resolve,?, That we, the colored People of Pitts- 
bur«li, ( and citizens of. these United States, view the 
Country in which we livo as our only true and proper 
home. We are just as much' natives here as the mem- 
bers of the Colonization Society. Hero w o were bom, 
fcerobred: hero are our earliest and most pleasing as- 
sociations: hero is all that binds man to earth, and 
makes life valuable. And wo do colder every color- 
ed man who allows himself to be colonized in Ainca, 
or elsewhere, a traitor to our cause. 

"Resolved, That we, as ciUzcns of theso United 
States, and for die support of. these resoIutionB, with 
-u firm reliance on the protsctjon of Divine Providence, 
■do mutually pledge to each other our lives, our tor- 
tunes, and our sacred honor, not to support a colony 
an Africa nor in Upper Canada, nor yet cmi«rato to 
Hayti. Hero we wcro born ; hero will wo die ; and 
let our bones lie with our fathers. _ 

(Signed) "J. B. Vabhon, Chairmar.." 

Sept.l, 1831. 



mortality amongst the cmigrante whohave beenindit- 
ced lo leave this their native for their adopted country, 
clearly demonstrate the fallacy of those statcmente so 
frequently mado by tho advocates of colonization in 
rcardto'tho healthiness of Liberia. 

^'That wo are in thiacountry degraded, we arc truly 
sensible: that our forlorn situation is not. attributable 
to ourselves is admitted by tho most ardent -.nends of 
colonization; and that oar condition cannot bo batter- 
ed by removing tho moat exemplary individuals or 
color from amon-st us, wo arc we t convinced, I Trom 
tho consideration that in the same ralto that .he itwftu- 
trlous part iroiiW emigrate, in the tame proportion thost 
that would remain would become more degradea\tortteatd t 
and miserable, and consequently leu capable of fP^**- 
ting themany opportunities that are e -B erei J 01 " Wc 
and intellectual improvement of our _ 

"But if Uiisplan ia intended to facilitate the emanci- 
pation of tho«e who are held in slavery in the South, 
and tho melioration of their condiUon, by sending them 
i to Liberia, wo question very much whether it w caicu- 
1 latcd to do either. That the emancipaUon of sUTes 
haa bocn measurably impeded through its influence, 
except where thev have been given up to the Uomrd 
of Managers, to bo colonized in Africa, to us tsroan- 

i'^'Cur highest moral ambition, at present, ahould ba 
1 to acquire for our children a liberal cducaUort, givo 
them mechanical trades, fcc.; and thus fit and prepare 
them for useful and respectable citizens. 
(Signed) **A. D. Shad, i 

° P. Spencer, > Committee." 

W.S. Tiiomai, ) 



Extracts from the Wilmington Address, Delaware, 

Jidxj, 1831. 

»Wc aro natives of the United States; our anccs- 
aora wcro brought over to this country by means over 
■which they had n6 control ; wo have our attachments 
to tho soil ; and wo feel that wo have rights in common 
with other Americans; and although .deprived, through 
prejudice, from entering into the full enjoyment of 
those right's, wo anticipato a period, when, m despite 
■of the more than ordinary prejudice which has been 
tho result of this unchrisUan scheme, "Ethiopia shall 
BtrctchforthhcrhandBtoGod." Butthatthis formi- 
dable society hab become a barrier to our improvement, 
must bo apparent to every individual who will but re- 
flect on the course to bo pursued by tho emissaries or 
this unhallowed project, many of whom, under the 
name of ministcre of tho gospel, use thoir influence to 
turn public Bentiment to our disadvantage, by stigma-, 
(t'i8in"our morals, mi a representing our characters, and 
endeavoringto show what they aro pleased to call tho 
sound policy of perpetuating our civil and political 
■disabilities, for ,the avowed purpose of indirectly for- 
cing us to emigrate to tho western coast of Africa.— 
That Africa is neithor our nation nor home, a duo res- 
pect to tho good aenso of tho community forbids us to 
attempt to prove : that our language, habits, manners, 
morals, and religion, arc alt different from thoso of Af- 
ricans, is a fact too notorious to admit of controversy. 
"Why then aro wo called upon to ffl and scttlo m a 
•country' where we muBt necessarily bo. and remain 
a distinct people, having no common interest with the 
numerous inhabitants of that vast and extensive coun- 
try? Experience Am proved, beyond a doubt, that the 
^Ornate is such as not to suit the constitutions of the bihab. 
liUtifs of this country, Tho vary numeioua instances of 



Extract from .Veto Bedford Resol*diont,Jan. 1832. 

"Resolved, That tho Society, to effect its purpose, 
Itho removal of the free peoplo of color, (notthoslavcs) 
through its agents, tenches tho public to believe that it 
is patriotic and benevolent to withhold from us know- 
ledge, and thomcans of acquiring subsistence, and to 
look upon us as unnatural and illegal rcs'identain thin 
'country; and thus, by forco of prejudice, if not by 
.law, endeavor to compel us to embark for Africa, nnd 
| that too, appparently, by our own fro o wilt and con- 

(Si^ned) "R. Johnson, Chairman." 

j Jcju 23, 1832. 

Mr. Fisher, member of tho Virginia Hoiwo of Dcle- 
i gates, says— "If we -wait till tho free nogroes consent 
I to leave tho state wo shall wait until timo is no more. 
They never will give their consent-" 

OUier resolutions similar to the above, of the aamo 

I lorsccuted class throughout tho United States, ehow 
low they aro writhing hene'ath the colonisation pro- 
cess. r 
4. HareioecnyotfterfrWenee? r 

Tho following, from a mass far too voluminous horo 
to introduce, is offered t' — 

1. — Tho American Colonization Society is pledged 

not to opposo tho system of slavery. 

2. — It apologises for slavery and slave-holders, and 

speaks peace to thorn in their sins. 

3. — It regards slaves as property- 

4. — It increases tho value of Blaves as slaves. _ 

5. — It is arV enemy to the immediate substitution _«f 
righteous and equal law, for the unrighteous authority 
ofthe slave masters. 

C— It is nourished by fear and selfishness. 
7,— It pretends to 1 oua at the utter expulsion of tha 
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bUckfl; that is, of about ono-sixth of tho whole pop* 
elation of tho United Slates from their native coun- 
try. , 

8. — U disparages, traduces, and persecutes the free 
blacks. 

9. — It prevents the instruction of the blacks. 

10. — It deceives and misleads the nation, 

11. — It makes a disgraceful and criminal pcacebo- 
twee a the advocates of the blacks and their oppres- 
sors, 

A few words, and but a few, in proof of each of these 
assertion^. All who wifih for more ample testimony, 
and who feel tho dealest interest* in time and in eter- 
nity of a multitude of their fellow men, motive enough 
for research, may find such testimony abundantly in a 
pamphlet, for sale at No. 9 Conduit, Boston, united 
States, by Pierce and Parker, and wititled "Thoughts 
on African Colonisation," by "William Lloyd Garrison 

Price 62) cents, or about 2s. 3d, English. 

1. The American Colonization Society is pledged not 
to oppose the nysttm of slavery. 

"From its origin and throughout the whole period 
of its existence it has constantly disclaimed all inten- 
tion whatever of interfering, in the smallest degree, 
with the rights of property, wr the object of emanci- 
pation, gradual or immediate. Throughout the whole 
period of its existence, this disclaimer has been made, 
and incontestable facts establish its truth and einceri- 
ty."— From a speech by Henry Clay t the champion of the 
,3mm ecu Colonization Society. 

2l Jt apologizes for staves and stave-holdcrs, and speaks 
peace to them in their sins* 

" Our brctlircn of the South have tho same sympa- 
thies^ the same moral sentiment* t the same love of liberty 
as ourselves. By them, as by us, slavety is felt to be 
an evil, n hindrance to our prospcritj', and a blot upon 
our character.- But it was in being when they were 
born, and has been forced upon them by a previous 
generation."— Riv* Br.Jfott. 

3. It recognizes slaves as property. 

11 It was proper again and again to repeat that it 
was far, far from the intention of tho Society to affect 
in any manner the tenure by which a certain species of 
property is held. He was himself a slave-holder, and 
he considered that kind of properly as inviolable as cny 
in the country. 1 ' — Henry Clay. 

"Somcthirifj he must yet be allowed to say, as re- 
garded the object the Society was set up to accom- 
plish. This object, if he understood U aright, involved 
no intrusion on property, nor even upon prejudice." — 
.tfr. Jlrcher, \5lh Report. 

4. It increases the value of slavcs t and tlurefort gives 
the masters nexo motives to retain them, 

"Tbcy will contribute more effectually io the con- 
tinuance ami strength of ihishystm (i.e. nerro slavery) 
by removimg those now free, than by any v f all other 
methods, which can possibly be devised. Such has 
been the opinion expressed by southern "cntlcmen of 
tho first talent and distinction," "Our Tjelicf is the 
same as theirs." — Jlfrican Repository^ p. 227, vol. 1. 

"The execution of thi3 scheme would augment, in- 
stead of diminishing, tho value of property left behind." 
— Idem, vol 2,^.22, 

5. Itis an enemy to the tmiuedicfe substitution of right- 
eous and eyxud laxo t forthc unrighteous authority of Vie 
slave master. 

"To eradicate or remove tho evil immediately is 
impossible, nor can any law of conscience govern ne- 
cessity," — Jlfrican Repository! voU 1, p. 251. 

"The scope of the Society is largo enough, but it 
is nowise mingled or confounded with tho broad 



sweeping ^views of a few fanatics hj America, wfc» 
would urge us on to the sudden and total abolition of 
slavery,"— Idem, vol 3, p. 197. 

C. Jt is nourished by fear and selfishness* 

"Another reason is the pressing and vital impor- 
tance of relieving ourselves as soon asjsracti cable Iroin 
Uiis most dangerous element in our population.* 1 — 1 4th 

Report. 

"To remove these persons Irom among us will in- 
crease the usefulness and improve the moral character 
of those who remain in serviiude t and with whoso la- 
bors the country is unable to dispense."'— *i/rie en Ro+ 
positonj* vol 3, p, G7. 

"Hatred to the whites, with the exception in some 
rases of an attachment to the person and family of 
the nuutcr, is nearly universal among the blade popu- 
lation. "We have then a foe, cherished !m our very 
bosoms; a foe willing to draw our life blood whenev- 
er the opportunity is offered, and in the mean time in 
tent upon doing us all the mischief in his power," — 
Southern Rtli gums Telegraph* 

And what wonder, while this foe is cherished^ in the: 
the manner in which the poor negro is cherished I Tho 
people of the United States are not bo remarkable for 
loving to be trampled upon, and for kissing the foot 
which sperns them, that they have any reason for 
surprise when they find that other men asgoodasany> 
ana with as fall and a? un forfeited a title to social lib* 
eriy as the best, love to be trampled upon and outraged 
as little as they do. The way to remedy sin is not it* 
persist in it, or to substitute one wrong thing for an«- 
other, 

7, It covertly aims at the utter expulsion oftheblacks^ 
that ii t about one~sixihoftht whole population of the Unu 
ted States. 

"No scheme of abolition will meet with my support 
thatlcaves the emancipated blacks among us,"— 
Rep. vol. 2, p. 168. 

"How important it is, an it respects our character 
abroad, that we hasten to clear our land of our fc black 
population. 

"What right, I demand, have the children of Jlfriea** 
that is, the colored natives of the United States, "to tt- 
honie stead in tho white marts country," that is, in the 
country which the whito man has torn from the red man, 
and from which, after havingaccomplishcdall his own 
nefarious purposes with him, he is hastening to exile 
the black'/ 

_ "The abolition of slavery was no object of desire to 
him, unless accompanied by colonization. So far war 
he from desiring it, unaccompanied with this condi- 
tion i that he would not live in a country where the 
one took place without the other." — Mr, Jlfercer 1 *. 
Speechin Congress, 

8, It disparage^ traduces, and persecute* the frttr 
blacks, 

"Frcn blacks arc a greater nuisance than even slaves 
themselves."— J/. Rep. vol. 2, p, 328, 

"The free blacks in our country are, as a body, mortr 
vicious and degraded than any other which our popula- 
tion embraces." — Idem. vol t 5, p.24. 

"The increase of a free black population* among us- 
has been regarded as a greater evil than the in create 
of slaves," — Idem. vol. 3, p. 37*. 

"Of all tho descriptions of 'our popnlntion, and or 
cither portion of the African race, the free people or 
color are by far, as a c\asB t tho most corrupt, depraved^ 
and abandoned." — Idem* vol* G ( p, 12. 

9, It prevents the instruction of the blacks. 

"The habits, tho feelings, the prejudices of society,, 
preguditca- which neither refinement,, no 1 ! argument* 
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tit* todoc&tfon, nor reEgxon Itself, can eubduo, mark 
thepeople of color, whether bond or free, as the Bubjecta 
tif a dc°rudation, inevitable and inetirabltj* 

"Chnstianitv cannot do for them here what it will do 
for them in Africa- This is not the fault of the color- 
ed man, noroftho white man, nor of Christianity, but 
xzt ordvuiliim vf Proridtnce, and no more to be changed 
than the lawaof nature!* — 15fA ftejrorJ, 17th page. 

When, ah when, wilt mnneri cease to palm their 

iipi npon God! 

"If the free colored people were generally taught to 
wad it might be an inducement t» them to remain in 
this country, (that Ss, in their native country ! !) We 
Would oSer them no such inducement-" — Southern Be- 
HgicxtM Tzlegrapk\ February 19, 1631. 

'The public safety of our brethren at the South re- 
quires them (thealavcs) to be kept ignorant and unin- 
«tructed** — G* i\ Disonvay t Esq. an eminent Colonic 

"It ib the business of tlio free (their safety requires 
it) to keep the slaves in ignorance. But a few days 
^g°* *■ proposition was made in the Legislature of 
Georgia to atlow them so much instruction ae to cna- 
blo them to read th* Bible ; which was promptly re- 
jected by a large majority." — Proceedings of tht JSTeio 
York State Colonization UfoaWff its second annieer- 

£*. B. Caldwell, the first Secretary of the American 
■Colonisation Society, in his speech atitsformation, re-* 
■commended them t& be kept "in the lowest stato of ig- 
norance and degradation, for (says he) the nearer you 
•bring them tolhe condition of brutes, the bctterchance 
-do you givo them of possessing their apathy \ !" 

10. It deceives and vxisleads the nation. 

At one time the colonifcationistssay, "Admitting thai 
the colonization scheme contemplates the utter aboli- 
tion of slavery, yet that result could only he produced 
"by the cradual and slow operation of centuries," — Af- 
rican Repository, pa*e 21V. And yet, by a scheme 
like this, it satisfies its proselytes that they arc doing 
their duly, and that they arc going to abolish slavery ! 

Again, — Mr, Clay, their champion, says, "Every 
emigrant to Africa is a mUsianary^ eairyingwith him 
xretfentiata in the holy cause of civilization, religion, 
and free institution*-" — And multitudes believe him ! 

AgaiUj— "As to the morals of the colonists, I con- 
sider them muchhetlcr than those of the people of the 
'United States, That iti, you may take an equalnumbcr 
of inhabitants from any eection"of the Union, and you 
will find more drj.tkards, more profane iweurera and 
sabbath breakup, fcc, than m Liberia, The Sabbath 
is more strictly observed than I ever saw it in the Uni- 
ted States."-^/- Mccltiin, jun. Governor oj Liberia* 

Now, having magic end of tht cttse % let us allow this 
to be tnic,and what pitiable and criminal insanity docs 
it mark in the United States, to transport such a. peo- 
ple,— orhavin£ transported them nottosend ships of 
the nation to entreat them back instantly to irvan- 
gclizc their native country, Or let us deem it false, 
and how base and cruel is the decoy, which is thus 
held out to us, to patronize a system bo nefarious. 

The American Colonization Society tells us, that 
the exiles inLibcria consist of emancipated staves. But 
this a deception. They consist chiefly of free people 
vf color. Now why have they not really cent, and only 
bent, emancipated slaves instead of frcc'pcople of color, 
seeing they bate, as they say, so manv thousands of- 
fered to them for that purpose? Will they reply, "We 
have scntfree peopleof color, becauflothey are more 
tin nous, and it was necessary tolny an intelligent and 
virtuous foundation Then how obvious and cruel 
fca -their slander^ as above quoted, against the free pco- 
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pie of color! Or ^tiU they reply, "Ob, we have made 
acareful selection between the virtuous and vicioufl" 
Then where will the selection bewhenthay begin to 
transportMr. Clay's six or fifty*six thousand mission^ 

rits ycarlv ! 1 

The American Colonization Society pretenda that 
lit costs but twenty dollars each to send the exilea to 
Liberia. On the other bund, we hava a report tolhe 
Senate of the United Slates, made in ISSS^byM*-. 
Tazewell, arguing that the expense must be 100 dol- 
lars per bead, perhaps twice as mticb,— -and very con- 
Ivincing reasons are given in favor of this estimate. 

Again, The American Colonization Society pretends 
(that it has abolished the African frlave trade to a vast 
extents But in their African Repository, vol- 5, p. 274, 
]I read ** It has been declared felony, it has been decla* 
red piracy ; and the fleets of Britain and America have 
lbeen commissioned to drive it from the ocean. J Still* 
(in defiance of at) this array' of legislation and arma- 
ment, slavoshlps ride triumphantly on the ocean ; and 
in these floating caverns from sixty to eighty thou- 
sand wretches arc borne annually away to slavery or 
death. Of these wretches a frightful number are, with 
an audacity that amazes, landed and disposed of ur&A- 
\in the jurisdiction of this rcpubiizJ* 
I *• The fact that much was done by Mr. Aehmun to 
Jbanishit from the territory under the colonial juris- 
diction, ia unquestionable, but it now exisU even on 
'his territory ; and a little to the north and south of 
[Liberia it id seen in its true characters, of fraud, ra- 
pine, and blood. In the opinion of tiie late agent tho 
present efforts to suppress this trade muu prove abor- 
tive."— 13*ft Annual Report* 

"Some appalling facts in regard to the slave trade 
have come to the knowledge of the Board of Mana- 
gers, during the last year. With undiminished atro- 
city and activity is tllis odious traffic now carried en 
all along the African coasL_ Slavefactories are estab- 
lished in the immediate vicinity of tho colony ; and at 
the Galhnas (between Liberia and Sierra Leone) not 
less than 900 slaves were shipped during tho last 
summer, in the space of three weeks," — Mffc Annual 
Report, ISM. 

And here it may be well to observe, that as long: as 
negro slavery lasts, all cvlonies on tht African coast f cf 
whatcter description* must tend to tupp' ;tit, because, 
in all commerce, the supply is more or less proportion- 
ed to the demand. Tho demand exists in negro sla- 
very ; the supply arises from the African slavo trade.— 
And what greater c onv en icrfce could the African filavo 
traders desire than shops well stored nil along the 
coast, with the very urtic^eswhichlheirtradcdemands- 

That tho African alavo traders do get thus supplied at 
Sierra Leone and Liberia is matter of official evi- 
dence;* and we know, from the nature of human 
things, that they v)Ul get bo supplied, in defiance of all 
law or precaution, as long as the demand -call* for th* 
supply, and there arc free shopu fltored with all that 
thcywant at hand. The shopkeeper, however ho- 
;ncst, would find it impossible always to distinguish be- 
tween the African slave trader or hid atfcnis and 'otber 
dealers- And how many shopkeepers are there any 
jwhcrolhut wuuhl Ijc urer scrupulous in questioning a 
customer with a full purse ? 

! H. T^te American Cotonizatim Society makes a dis- 
graceful and criminal peace between freemen and stave* 
\uiasttrs. 

j One extract may suffice. It la from tho 13th Re- 

* In reference to the fact here stattd, aco Parliraeiiwy 
Fapari, No, 301, *« Slave Trade, Sierra f-Gone." ordered u* 
be primed bv thu House of Commons, 0t[i Ajrl), 143?, page 11, 
'Mr- l£Uaiy Tcn&v. 
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part, page 12. Mr. Frclinghuyscn, one or the finest 
mind* in tlio United States, is speaking. 

"Ycfl, Sir, 1 ascribe it chiefly to the kindly influence 
of tins Society, that the indiscriminate clamors, once 
flo iibcrally dealt out, liave all died uwny. I hail the 
return of better feeling?, of justcr views. We now, 
Sir, regard the mischief as of common and universal 
concern* The Janjjuogo of harsh and unjust crimina- 
tion and reproach 13 succeeded by that of sympathy 
*nd kindness!" — Thai is, formerly freemen used to 
feel and speak like freemen, like real lovers of righteous 
liberty, in their intercourse with slave-holders. Eut 
now ine. freeman smiles courteously upon the oppres- 
sor of his unoffending brpthcr, and joins in all his 
idavc-holding sympathies! Such is the American Co- 
lonization Society. 

But the free blacks have not always been thus tra- 
duced and persecuted. There have been occasions 
when the truth ha* been wrung out, and when, under 
the power of the emergency, their persecutors them- 
selves hive left an imperishable record of their own 
infamy, vhenevcrthey dare to slander, as they arc 
doing, this afflicted and outraged class* 

In the great plague in Philadelphia, (yellow fever,) 
just after the rtivolutiqn&ry war, the major of the city 
officially acknowledged the public gratitude due to 
the free colored people, for their eminent services in 
the very jaws of death. 

In the firiend, nn American paper of Jan. 2S, 1332, 
speuking of the late dreadful fire m Raleigh, Virginia, 
wc read " Too much praise ennnot bo bestowed on the 
colored population, who used every exertion in their 
power tu bo serviceable," 

During the public emergency at New Orleans, in 
the lost war, tho freo colored people were called upon 
in common with the whiles, and their services wore 
thus recorded by General Jackson : — 

".Soldiers,— When on the banks of tho Mobile, 1 
called you to take up arms, inviting you to partake 
the perils and glory of your white fellow citizens; I ex- 
pected much from you, for I was noi ignorant that 
you possessed qualities most formidable to an inva* 
ding enemy, 1 knew with what fortitude you could 
endure hunger and thirst, and all the fatigues of a 
campaign. 1 knew well how you loved your native 
country, and that you had, as welt as ourselves, to de- 
fend what man holds most dear, his parents, relations, 
wife, children, and property. You have done more 
than I expected. In addition to the previous qualities 
I before knew you to possess, I find, moreover, among 
you a noble enthusiasm, which leads to tho perform- 
ance of greut things, 

" Soldiers,— Tho President of the United Slates 
shall hear how praiseworthy was your conduct in the 
hour of danger ; and tho icprcsentatives of the Amer- 
ican people will, 1 doubt not, qivo you the praise your 
deeds entitle you to. Your General anticipates them 
in applauding your noble ardor. 

"The enemy approaches: his vessels cover our 
lakes j our brave citizens eve vnitcd f ami all contention 
has ceased among them. Their only dispute is, who 
shall win the prize of valor, or who the most glory, its 
noblest reward? 

M By order, 

(Signed) Thomas Butler, AM-dc-Camp." 

In Philadelphia, by the cennus of 1650, the proportion 
of the free colored people to the whites, was ubout 
enc-ninth. But in the same year, during the time of 
tho greatest need, the proportion of the fro 2 coloied 
om -of* door p&tfpcra, receiving regular weekly supplies, ■ 
fmly about ont-ttceniy-third t thai is, in proportion to 



their several number.*, there was twice as much ex- 
treme pauperism amongst the whites as amongst the 
free blacks. One cause of this disproportion deserves 
to lie particularly noticed; it is, thai thty liave numerous 
societies amongst themselves _/lr trnUvat aid ; and this, 
while they arc commonly confined to the lowest offices 
of the commuuity, and the most honorable and profit- 
able professions arc generally closed against them* 

In the winter of 1650, wood for fuel became exces- 
sively dear at Rochester, a flourishing town in tho 
State of New York- A benevolent society was quick* 
ly formed, and a general visitation commenced. The 
visitors entered in their course the house of a free col- 
ored laboring man. and found that he was possessed 
of a large store of the finest wood. They offered to 
purchase it from him ; he refused ; they tempted him 
with a higher pricc t ho calmly and steadily refused. — 
" But you must let ua have it," they 3aid*, "for hun- 
dreds of the poor arc perishing oT cold." 14 Oh, T * said 
the man, "19 that what you want it for? then take 
half of it freely 1 1 want no prict*," He pave the 
half, and would recti vc nothing. And these are tho 
people whom the colonizationisls are traversing land 
and sea to pet transposed from their native country. 

Kot long ago, our own whites were as insanely cruel 
in principle in our own wretched slave colonies, on- 
ly no process equally cruel had occurred to thcrn for 
the development of thcirdtcadful insauity. But now, 
righteousness has so far prevailed, that these same 
abhorred and slandered free-colored people have been 
placed upon a par in law with the whites ; and the first 
men in tho assembly of Jamaica, I mea.i the first in 
manly and generous principle, as far as their public 
conduct in the assembly qualifies to judge oftlicm 
are actually colore! men. Yes, tho names of Walkis 
and of Maundcrson, in these particulars, will live in 
the hearts of every lover of righteousness, while tho 
remembrance ot the supporters of slavery, whenever 
truth and luw shall prevail over prejudice and tyranny, 
shall present no fairer picture than that of the felon — 
felons in heart and indeed, and only not called and 
treated as felons, for n time, because the Imcle&s laws 
of their country, thin put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness : then call evil good, and good evil, In 
not the African slave trnrio now called felony ? " And 
what has madeit more felony now, than it was while 
it was honorable and legal ? fro human laws alter tho 
nature of things, or can man subvert the constitutions 
of his Maker? And what real difference is there be- 
tween negro slavery and tho African slave trado 7 — 
What, but that ncyro slavery is the parent, and tho 
African slave trade the child worthy ofits sire* What, 
but that negro slavery is tho cause, and the African 
slave trade the consequence worthy of its cause. Is 
not the one as fundamentally as the other, a systemof 
robbery and wronj*? What article of property in tho 
world is so inalienably his, and so sacredly dear to 
every man, ns his own personal liberty? and if ihn 
man who purloins my purse, or plunders or burns my 
house — these unspeakably lesser and poorer things — 
bu worthy of the last penalty of the law, nf tatmt is tho 
man wort Ay, whoever he he, and whatever be the law 
for the time, — nf what, I any, is he wortlty who plun- 
ders his unoflending and guiltless neighbor of his per- 
sonal liberty? Or, if this bo not felony— felony I 
mean in tho nature of things— unalterably and ever- 
lastingly felony — and felony of the highest grade, next 
to intentional and malignant murder — what is fehmy? 
Where &hall wo find right 7 and what can be wronp? 
Or, what would then be wanting, but the opportuni- 
ty, the power, and the legality, "to sanction the moil 
atrocious deeds T 
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Ww, tt-fccl is our duty 7 J 
Is it to encourage a society which U riveting his 
chains upon the unoffending slave ; and which is em- 
bittering and strengthening the moat atrocious of all 
prejudices against the persecuted free black man? 

Is it to encourage a society, which while it as- 
sails slavery in Africa, is spreading the kindliest sha- 
dow of its wings over a worse slavery in the United 

Stales? ~" 

In it to encourage a society, which can so imj udent- 
ly presume upon our ignorance, as to represent a tow, 
fertile, moist, and imperfectly cultivated region within 
eight degrees of the equator* as a Paradise of health- 
fulness, to a class ot people, tens of thousands of 
whom are the native* of the finest regions o! the tem- 
perate climates, and of highl}* cultivated states 7 

Is it to encourage a society which so daringly tra- 
duces another colony, as to pretend that Liberia lathe 
most healthful, while every one who pleases may 
know, thatthecen-faco and the upper settlements of 
tho mountain ridgo of Sierra Lcoi- i? as healthful 
as Cape Mesurado, and is ten times extenshe; 
while the whole of the remainder, whether of Sierra 
Leone or Liberia, has alike the putrid climate which 
is common all over the world to lands of the same de- 
scription similarly situated? 

Is it to encourage a society, which recognizes the 
right of the slave-master,, as a right which ought to he 
soothed ; as a right which righteous taw ou<*ht not in* 
stantly to oTcriurn, and from icbuking which in its 
pride, truth and love should refrain 7 

Is it to encourage a society which carries death to 
tho spirit of Christian enterprise, hy substituting a 
plan which so harmonizes with wickedness, that sin- 
ners tho most unbending in this respect can delight 
in it 7 

Is it to encourage a society which invites us to lend 
our aid to the moral and religious degradation of our 
honored brethren of the United Slates; to sap with 
their worst enemies the glorious principles ot Chris- 
tian truth which arc growine there; to sanction free 
men in holding slaves, mid Christian*! ! "m plundering 
without compunction, God's unoffending and pros- 
trate poor 7 

Uut what Is our duty? 

Britons, Christians/awake! The time past of our 
lives is enough to have wrought the will of the Gentiles. 
We ought not to seek, wl» do not want the aid of Sa- 
tan in doing the work of God, Ours is the business to 
abolish negro Mil very in our own colonies, — to abolish it 
instantly and utterly, — to substitute at oner, for the 
lawless taxes which display its guilt and record its infamy, 

ftws which shall he worthy of a great, free, and Chris* 
tiari pen] ilc. This is our duty- Rvery moment that we 
delay, our guilt is increasing; and more and more deep- 
ly is entering into the cars of Jehovah of hosts, the cry 
of tha lahonsr whose wages we arc keeping lack bv 
fraud: of the Mare, whose innocent blood we are shed- 
ding. Unions, Christians, awake ! Slill it is day • still 
the opportunity lasts. Awake! awake! lest, like the 
thunderbolt wnich ushered in the waters of the Flood, 
the dreadful words Miould break too late upon our 
ears, " Oh, Britain, Britain! thou that pluudemlst my 

unoffending poor,nnd dravedst them hy thousands to 
death, thou that rcvilcdstnnd resisted st thcr» th^t were 
sent nn(o thee ; how often would I have gathered thee, 
even as a hcngntheicth her chicken*, but ye would not. 
"Behold, vour houso h left unto you dcsulatc**'-— 
Matt, icxiii* 3S. 

Let us remember, that preparing U\ dn right is eon- 
ffmnngto do wrong ; that we cannot servo God and 
mammon ! In relation to tho American Colonization 



Society, let us prove that we love the members which 
compose it, by not suffering sin upon them, but by doing 
all that we can to bring them to repentance, that they 
may neither perish nor destroy; but may obtain ever- 
lasting life, through Him who died that sinners might 
not die ; and who says to us, M'ith all the pathos of 
heavenly love, " Beloved, if God so loved us we ought 
to love one another." 

, In relation to the free colored people, if we wish to 
help them, let us help them to be nappy in their native 
country, instead of helping to drive them voluntarily 
into exile in a distant and barbarous land- Their real 
friends at home ore actively aiding them to rise there, 
by assailing the brutal prejudice which outrages them, 
and by helping them with the means of religious, moral, 
and intellectual culture. Amongst themselves they are 
alert in forming societies for their mutual provision, ed- 
ification and comfort. "With the aid of their real friends 
amongst the whites, they arc erecting schools and pre* 
paring to found a college. And in view of their present 
degradation through the insane prejudice which outra- 
ges them, and particularly of the aggravated wrongs to 
which they have become subjected by the horrible 
growth of colonization principles, they have r« solved fia 
a body, while the laughing white man &till holds Ins 
processions, and c In mors out his joy by ten thousand 
commingled voices on his occasions of revelry,they have 
resolved, I say, when the anniversaries of their few pri- 
vilege:! return, (the denrer because few) to express their 
gratitude, without parade and without tumult, to the 
God who is everlastingly the friend of the poor, and the 
avenger of the oppressed. — And hhall we join in goad- 
ing such a people as tins to fly from their native coun- 
try, — and thui cry, even in the face of everlasting truth, 
"They arc doing it voluntarily 1!!" 

In relation to the enslaved Americans.— Let us give 
what we can give to the societies in the United States 
which seek their emancipation at home, instead of their 
exile far away, amongst an uncivilized people. Let us 
remember that exile is exUc though it l>c bettor than 
i la very. And if any defender of slavery, or cxtusor 
of guilt, should start up ami say, that tins is out of the 
rjucstion, because the United States Government haw no 
legal ri^ht to abolish Maveryat home, let him know, that 
lIic United States Government, being eminently a gov- 
ernment of public opinion, may be moulded, as it has 
been formed, by public opinion ; that all that is requi- 
site, is to correct public opinion; that the way to Uo 
this is not to pander to its wickedness, but to assail its 
wickedness by the nil-conquering weapons of truth and 
love that meanwhile each State has even now the 
legal title within itn own jurisdiction j that the free 
people of each State have the power to reform their gov- 
ernment-s ; and that the general government has already 
the risht in its own territory of Columbia, 

Of the New England Anti-Slavery Society, the prin- 
ciples am as unobjectionable as is bimplit and everlast- 
ing truth. The President is Arnold Butfutn ; the Sec* 
retnry is "William Lloyd Garrison ; the Treasurer, Mi- 
chael Hv Simpson, Boston, Massachusetts, The an- 
nual subscription is twi* dollars, or about nine shillings; 
and the life subscription, fifteen dollars. This is the 
channel in which Christian and British love mav flow 
towards the blacks, whether of America or of Africa, 
without inconsistency and without hypocrisy. 1 say 
of America and of Africa alike : for tho cultivation of 
tho blacks of the United States, in their own glorious 
country, will be»tcr provide for the missionary scrvic* 
of Africa than all the colonization missionaries in the 
world. 

And if it should yet be said," But the white people of 
tho United States arc so invincibly the slaves of this most 
bascand cruel prcjudicCjthat they never will avail them* 
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teives of their glorious privileges to put it down, or to 
give their goveromcnts the power which is requisite/' 
our plain answer is, — There are Bibles in America; 
there are ministers in America; God ia in America; 
nndGod has children in America; and God can win 
the civilized sinner as well as the sa\*nge, to repentance. 
UU as true in America as else\vheie» that " Great is 
truth, and truth shall prevail : T * and if the minister* of 
tbe gospel have not yet proclaimed it, let them hence- 
forward lift up their voice like a trumpet and show the 
people their sins: and let everyone who cm read open 
Ins Bible and read, and take lus Bible to the poor slave 
who cannot read, and read to him, — The weapons of 
cur warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strongholds : casting down imng> 
nations and every high thing that exaltcth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity ev- 
ery thought to the obedience of Christ. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 

lit relation to Africa itself, Itt us freely assist 
in pouring missionaries on her shores; but not 
such missionaries as the American Colonization 
Society recommends. Young women, torn 
away from iheir country and their friends, that 
their race may perish from the scenes of their 
childhood ; — thousands, or tens of thousands of 
writhing and untutored minds*, who have fled 
into exile in order to escape from slavery ;— 
speculators in commerce, or hunters of land, to 
whom commercial or agricultural enterprise is 
dearer far than immortal souls :— multitudes of 
needy and ignorant poor, who can have neither 
leisure nor knowledge to set up for instructors. 
But missionarics t such as Christian love else- 
where supplies,— such as there are in Liberia, 
— such as there arc in Sierra Leone and on the 
Gambia,— such as (here are at home und abroad, 
but such as are always few; the jewels amongst 
mankind — which can bo got wholesale, by 
thousands and tens of thousands, no where. 

And in relation to the people at large of the 
United States, what are they but our brethren; 
— of one race and of one sort with ourselves? 
Where is the man in Britain who has not a fa- 
ther, mother, brother, sister, friend, in the Uni- 
ted Slates? Who but they are sending out with 
us the glorious Bible over the whole world? 
Who keep pace with ns, or go before us, but 
they, in every effort of Christian love? From 
whence, like the United Slates, do we hear the 
soul humbling and soul ennobling voice of Re- 
vivals ? And do we not owe our Temperance 
Societies to them? Shall we then foster in the 
United Slates a source of ruin, beneath which 
we ourselves are writhing, and to the deadly 
guilt of which we have awakened? Shall we 
encourage the United States in stiffening their 
necks against God and against their unoffend- 
ing brother? Shall we speak peace to the op- 
pressor while he is impenitent? Or shall we as- 
sist in outraging the weak because the strong in- 
vite us courteously to their whitewashed revel ? 
No- The United States are wdrlhy of better 
things. By the ties of blood,— by the stronger 
ties of love, woven for ever around many of 
our hearts, — by the ties of Christ stronger than 
all, — we owe better things to the United Stales* 
Let us remonstrate with them; let us rebuke 



them even as brother rebukes thebrolher whom 
he loves; let us recal them to Jesus, from Whose 
word and whose example, in this respect, they 
are so fearfully wandering ; let us set them the 
example even as the father should set the exam- 
ple of all righteousness to the child of his heart; 
and if they tcill still cause the poor negro to per- 
ish ; if they will still refuse to allow him any 
alternative but slavery persecution, or exile, let 
the applause and the reward be theirs alone.— 
We shall have cleared our skirts of their blood, 
in having done all that we could do to win them 
to repentance and to love. Of their blood did I 
say? And will they die? I cannot believe it. 
Truth is striding forth in his glory amongst 
them ; love has softened, and is softenings many 
of their proudest hearts. The Gospel is pro- 
claimed in their ears by men like Paul: and 
from the gray hair and from tbelisping lip ; from 
the vigor of maturity and from the freshness of 
youth ; where the sunrise assembly is convened 
for prayer, and where the silence of the closet 
witnesses the communion between His children 
and their God, a heart-voice is arising from 
black and white alike that never rises in rain. 
No: the people of the United States— Davids in 
the matter of Uriah, though they be, in rela- 
tion to the black man— the people of the United 
Slates cannot perish ; for there are praying souls 
amongst them, souls that agonize for their peo- 
ple, with their God. A;id even now, perhaps, 
some Nathan is receiving hiscommission to cry, 
with converting power, to the slave-master, and 
to the eolouizationist, "Thou art the man !" 

Finally: Let not the colored man, whether 
enslaved or free, be discouraged. God left his 
own chosen people 400 years in Egypt, (Gen. 
xv. 13,) while the Egyptians and Amorilcs 
were, j;ear by year, filling up the measure of 
their iniquities and making themselves altogeth- 
er meet for destruction. The same God is God 
still, and still the poor and oppressed are as 
much his care as ever ; and still as much as ev- 
er Hcresisleth the proud, and is the enemy of 
the oppressor. Bear up, brethren ! God has 
children and servants both amongst yoursclvw 
and abroad, who enter into all your sympathies, 
and who are carrying you on their hearts in 
prayer, to His mercy seat. Take courage!— 
verdant as the bay-leaf, though be the flourish- 
ing of the wicked for a season, yet he shall per- 
ish, lie is heaping treasure together for the 
last days. James v. 3. Thus saith' the Lord* 
"I, even I, am He that comforteth you. Who 
art thou, that thou shouldst be afraid of a man 
that shall die, and of the son of man who shall 
be made as grass ; and forgcttest the Lord ihy 
Maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens 
and laid the foundations of the earth, and fear- 
est continually every day because of (he fury 
of the oppressor, as if he were ready to de- 
stroy. And where is the fury of the oppres- 
sor !» Isa, li, 12, 13- 

Be of goood courage, brethren 1 Christianity 
is shaking off its dust; the rottenness of tho 
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whitrf 3epnlchrca b coming out ; the gospel is 
Tesuming ita healing power; there is balm in 

Gilead j there is a physician there. The mor- 
al sense of the world is awakening ; — Despo- 
tism is quailing — Falsehood is uncovering — 
Truth is about to triumph — Liberty to be re 
stored — and Prejudice^ that fiend of darkness, 
that bane of the earth, that brand of the while 
man, searing him wish infamy ; that bane of 
the black man, tightening his chains or con- 
demning him to exile — Prejudice shall be abol- 
ished, and over it, as over Babylon, sorrn shall 
be written, "Prejudice the tyrant of the tyrant, 
the waster of the poor — the liar — the ceward — 
the mother of abominations, is fallen, is fallen \ y 

And here, in concluding, let us once more 
advert to the alternative mentioned in page 5, 
viz. — open butchery, — emancipation and incor- 
poration, — abandonment of the country by the 
masters, — ordrainingoffthe Macks, by trans- 
porting thsm to a distant and barbarous land. 

And, while we admire and adore the benevo- 
lent design of an all-gracious God, as manifested 
in South America, by the emancipation and 
amalgamation of the whole colored race ; let us 
abhor and reject the object of the American 
Colonization Society, which would frustrate 
those benevolent designs, and keep the family 
of man asunder, by preventing the increase of 
the colored people, whether enslaved or free, and 
by getting rid of their finest minds, that those, 
who remain behind, may always continue a 
separate and degraded class. 



To Peter Morse, Boswell Allen, Ebene- 
zer Sanger^ Asahel Bacon, and Andrew T. Jud- 
son, select men of the town of Canterbury, in the 
State of Connecticut, 

We commend a careful perusal of and special at- 
tention to^ the first clause of the second section of the 
fourth article * *ho Constitution of the United States 
which "We the People" have ordained and estab- 
lished; and which the tyranny or cupidity of any body 
of men, will hardly bo allowed to trample under foot. 
It reads thus: — 

** The citizens of each state shall be entitled to 
all privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States." 

AFRICAN COLONIZATION. 

IN AMERICA. IN I-JEElUi* 

"Can any ono doubt [ "Tho colonists are very 



whether present good re 
aults, and wilt result, from 
the measures of tho Colo- 
nidation Society? Is it not 
too evident to admit of doubt 
that tho condition of tho 
colonist* if Unproved by 
their settling in Africa 7— 

To doubt of this is about 
tho some a* to doubt wheth- 
er freedom^ with all iw at- 
tendant bleiBings, is prefer- 
able to tho degraded condi- 
tion of tf^tfree people co- 
1st in tJue caunfry* As soon 



ignorant of every thing about 
tho interior: except of tho 
tribes &lon£ the coast nothing 
at oil is known, and of them 
little but their manner of traf- 
fic* Nomura has been done 
for the native*! hitherto, by 
the colonists, except to edu- 
cate a few who were in their 
families in the capacity of ter* 
vantt. Tho natives are, as 
to wealth and intellectual 
cultivation, related to the col- 
onists as the negro in Ameri- 
ca is to the xchite man— and 



as they step fool on the 
etcty's territory! lno y *rc re- 
leaiv:! from the opprtuion 
of co.ttempt; realize tne 
importance of the change 
in U- *.-ir circumstances ; feel 
tho dignity and rcsponsibil- 
ty of free men; have the 
means of education, and of 
acquiring property put into 
their hands; and while they 
respect thctnselvc5j ore ro- 
spectcd by every body else. 

It i& equally evident that 
tho country to which they 
emigrates is maue better 
by them. The vicinity of 
a \i-ett*Tcgulatcd c. rnmunj- 
(y must have a satutarv in- 
fluencQ upon the natives, 
and Aai already exerted 
euch an influence to a con- 
L^derahlc extent. Chris- 
tian Advocate £<■ Journal* 
(N.Yerkj May 10, 1833.) 



ICP Which is right 
write5 three thoiuondindrs 
Pinncy on f/ie gratmd? 



this fact, added to ihtSrtnodff 
of drcisj which consists of 
nothing usually but a hand- 
kerchuf around the loini, 
leads io tho Ume distiwc- 
tios as exists in America 
between colon. A colonbt 
of onv dyo (and many thero 
arc of a darker hue iban tho 
Vcy or Dey, or Croc, or Bob* 
sod,) would, if at all reaped- 
able, think faivuclf dtgraded 
by rnarryuif a native. Tho 
natives are in fact nrciciafj— I 
mean those in town- — and sor- 
ry am I to be obliged toiray, 
that from my limited observa- 
tion, it is •v**ent,that a* little 
effort it mai^l hy the colonist* 
to elevate thim^ at is usually 
made fiy the higher cIosm in 
the United Statrg to bcXtr tht 
condition nf the lower. Such 
I suppose will ever bo th« 
ca^e, when men are not act fl- 
uted by a pure detiro to do 
good." 

b " It requires no prcat hcen- 
j ncss of observeJionj to- sec 
I the cause *hy the colony is 
not more prosperous, foil 
two or three hitherto haro 
done any thing scarcely tow- 
ards agriculture. The weal- 
thy find it easier to trade; 
the poor suppose it degra- 
ding"— Letter of Rev. J. B, 
Ptnney, missionary to Africa* 
(Liberia, Feb. 20, 1633.) 

? Professor Diirbin, who 
from Liberia— or Rcr- J- B, 



At a public meeting of tho people of color at the 
Wcsleyan Church, Philadelphia, on Thursday evc- 
ning,8th insL JosephCasscy was called to thecliair,and 
Win. Whippey appointed Sec. After an appropriate 
prayer, by Rev- C, Gardner, and the obiectsof the meet- 
ing stated by the chairman, Mr. David WxsggUs ad- 
dressed tho meeting in behalf of "The Emancipators* 

Mr. F. A. Hinton addressed the meeting in a rory 
spirited manner showing the importance ofBupportinc 
the Press which is open for our defence, 

Joseph Casset, Chairman. 

Wm. WiurruY, Sec'y. 



JCj^ A new monthly publication, entitled the 
ti Slavery Reporter?* will bo issued' at the office of the 
Emancipator in nfew days. The first No, will con- 
tain Stuart's Prejudice Vincible, &c. Price jJ3Gpcr 
1000, §4 per 100, or C cts single. 

For sale at the principal book stores. 

©lie Emancipator. 

PCDUSIIED AND EDITED BT 

CnARLES "W. DENISON. 

(< The Emancipator" will be printed with fair, small 
type, on a super royal sheet, and published in K. York» 
every Saturday. Besides original and selected arti- 
cles on the subject of slavery, religious, Htcrary t mis- 
cellaneous, ana news items, of avaluablo character 
will find.place. 

. The conditions of publication arcg2 OOperanftutn/ 
[thrco copica for 85,] pata»le in adtakgk. 
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THREE MONTHS IN JAMAICA, 



CORRESPONDENCE ON .THE COLONIZATION SOClETY f 



&C &C. &c. 



Open thy raouthj judge righteously, and pload the cauao of tho poor and needy,*— P*or* xxx't. 9 t 



VOIi. i« NO. 2. 



ISSUED MONTHLY, AND FOR SALE AT THE BOOK STORES. 



JUI.Y—1833 



TERES MONTHS IN JAMAICA, 

IN 1832: 

COMPRISING A BE5IDENCEOFSETEN WEESU OK A SUGAR 

PLANTATION, 

nx tumnx whitelct, 

^ The reasons that have induced roe, after mature reflec- 
tion, To lay before the public the following account of what 
*5 witnessed in Jamaica, during *iy 1 atu visit, are briefly 
'the**'; 

*3st, I foci it due to my own character, unimportant" as 
id my tftatraa in society, to detail, for the information of 
tnafty friend* who have kindly interested themselves in my 
Welfare, the circumstances that led to my return home so 
unexpectedly, and after *o short a residence, Sndly, I 
ff el it duo to roy fullow-rnen — to ray countrymen in Eng- 
land) and to their follow- subject* in Jamaica— to state, 
without reserve and without exaggeration, the facts which 
tberaTell mlder^ipT ^bw cation. Lastly, Kicel it to bo a 
^f^ipoui^otY-^a aaty to God as well as to man {arnce 
"Pronienco, by means so unforeseen, 4m dot -bo eventful a 
juncture, hu placed me in circtrmstances tltat render my 
bumble testimony of iomo immediate value,) to give my 
plain and. deliberate testimony respecting the character of 
iho system which I found in operation in that colony. In 
parTorming this task, I am aware that I shall inevitably 
give some offence, and awaken some hostility; but, cort- 
stiaincd as I am by considerations which T da he not dis- 
regard, and a voi din g t art shall carefully do, all disclosures 
,lratSttcH<asarf> requisite to -authenticate tho facts and de- 
velop 1 the system, I will not iTinch from whatever respon- 
sibility the performance of my duty involves, however pain- 
ful in bo me instances it may be to others as well as to 
mjselt, 

I arrived in Jamaica on tho 3d of September, 1332. I 
' was sent out by a respectable West India houi=o in London, 
t under the patronage 6f a relative of mine, who is a part- 
i-ner in that house ^bcln^Turnished with a recommendation 
Ho their acting attorney in the island, with a view to be em- 
ployed cither in a store, or as a book-keeper upon a plan- 
tation. 

Previously to my arrival in Jamaica, I had no clear con- 
ception of the nature of Colonial Slavery; and my anti- 
cipations in regard to the treatment and condition of the 
elavss were favorable rather than otherwise. It so hap- 
pened, that, ticeptittjjAvhat'I had seen in newspapers, I 
had never read a-stfrgbp publication against Colonial Slav- 
ery, and had never either attended a public meeting or 
heard a lecture dotivefed on the subject.' I was, in fact, 
one of those individuals who believe that there is more 
real ftavery in England than any tiC her colonics. Ma- 
ny a time I bad blamed such gentlemen as Mr* Buxton, 
l5r, Lushington, and others, for making so much ado in 
Parliament about Colonial Slavery, and neglecting (at* 1 
conceived) tho slavery of the poor factory children at home, 
with whoso condition I was well acquainted, having boon 
nil my life resident in a manufacturing district, -and concern- 
ed, with some of my relatives, in the blanket business, at 
Heckmondwike, near Leeds. What tended to confirm mo 
much in thpuo views was the perusal of the lost Order in 
Council for, the Amelioration of Slavery, which I under- 
stood to have been sent out for adoption in all our slave 
colonies. A copy of this document had been sent by a 
member of parliament to tho Central Committee at Leeds 
on tho Factory System, of which I was a member, in ordt-r 
to enable us to judge whether the condition of the "West 
India slaves or that pf tho factory children was preferable ; 
and the conclusion which I came to upon its perusal, and 
under the rwrfiuaa ion that it had been generally adopted, 
was tiiis— that, all things considered, tho condition of thu 



noffto slave was much preferable to that of tho factory 
child. And with these impressions I landed at Su Ann's 
Bay.in Jamaica. 

The day that I landed I was informed, by a clerk of the 
manager's, that a horse would he sent down from New 



Ground estate fur me'next morning; and that t would hate* 
to remain on that estate till" I heard from the manager, or 
attorney of tho proprietor, who was then, at his own prop- 
erty, about sixteen miles from" tho Bay, 

The same day I dined at St. Ann's Bay, on board the 
vessel I arrived in, in company with several colonists, 
among whom was Mr. Hamilton Brown, representative for" 
the parish of St. Ann, in the Colonial Assembly* Samp 
reference having been made to the new Order in Council, I 
won rather sUrtled to hear that gentleman swear by his 
Maker that that Order should never bo adopted in Jamai- 
ca ; nor would the planters of Jamaica, he said, permit tho 
interference of the Home Government with (heir slaves in 
any shape* A great deal was said by him and others? 
present about the happiness 'and'eomfurt enjoyed by tho 
slaves, and of the many advantages possessed by them of 
which the poor in England wero destitute. Among other 
circumstances mentioned in proof of this, Mr- Robinson, a 
wharfinger, stated that a slave in that town had sent out 
printed cards to invito a party of his negro aceuainraneo 
to a supper party. Ono of these cards was handed to Mr. 
Hamilton Brown; who said he would present it to tho Gov- 
ernor, os*a,proof of the comfortable condition of tho slavo 
population. This, and^ther circumstances then mention- 
ed, tended to confirm tho notions I had brought front Eng- 
land respecting slavery in Jamaica; and, although I was 
somewhat shocked and staggered by seeing tho samo day 
{ho Methodist chapel at St. Ann's Bay lying in ruins, as it 
hod been destroyed by tho whites six months before, and by 
learning that tho Missionaries were no lunger permitted to 
preach in that parish, I nevertheless left tiin pVce next 
morning with my favorable impressions respecting the con- 
dition of the slaves not mater jelly abated. Theso impres- 
sions, however, I was not permitted long to indulge. 

I proceeded on horseback to New Ground estate tho next 
day. On my way thither I saw much majestic and beau- 
tiful scenery, and enjoyed the prospect exceedingly, until I 
came in night cf a gang of negroes at work. Moat of them 
wtre females-, and they were superintended by a diiver, 
with tho cart-whip in his hand. Just as I rode post, tho 
diivcr cracked Ins whip and crhid out, "Work! work!** 
Thoy wero manuring the cancH, and carrying the manun* 
in backets on tijeir heads. It appeared to me disgustingly 
dirty work; for the moisture from tho manure was drip- 
ping through thfl baskets, and running down the bodies of 
tho negroes. This sight annoyed me considerably, and 
raised some doubts tu to the prefcrablo condition of West 
India slaves to factory children. Tho enchanting iccnury 
and beautiful humming birds no longer amused me ; and 
the thundering crack of tho cart-whin, bounding in my 
cars as I rode along, excited feelings of a very unplcuing 
description. 

On reaching the estate I was received in the most friend- 
ly manner by the overseer, and entertained with West In- 
dian hospitality. This gentleman, after some inquiries as 
to tho statu of things in England, began to enlarge on tho 
comfortable condition of tho slaves; and, pointing to somu 
negro coopers who wero then working in tho vard, asked f ' 
if I could perceive any difference between the condition of 
these slaves and that of English laborers, I owned I could 
not: they seemed to work with great regularity and appa- 
rent good humor. 

Immediately afterwards tho oversuer called out, in a 
very authoritative tone, " Blow shutl." A large conch shell 
was then blown by one of the domestic slaves, and in a 
few minutes four negro drivers made their appearance in 
front of the house, accompanied hysix common negroes;— 
The drivers had each a long siairin his hand, and a large 
cart-whip coiled round his shoulders. Thoy appeared to 
be very ft out athletic tnon, Thoy stood before tho hall 
door, and the overseer put on his hat and went *iut to thcnij 
whilo I sat at the open window and observed the scene 
which followed,— having been informed that tho other six 
negroes wcre'to be punished. 

When thu overseer went out, tho four drivers gave hint 
an account, on notched tallies, of their half day's work, nti4 



recstvad freah orders, Ths orortuer then asked a few 
QUestioni ofth« drivers raipccling ths offences of the sU 
slaves brought op for puniinmcnt. No question was ask- 
ed of the culprits themselvesi nor was any explanation 
waited for. Sentence was in5twtiy pronouna^, and in- 
stantly carried info execution. 

The first wasainaq of about thirty-fir© years of age,-*- 
Ho was ir hat is called a pen-keeper, or cattle herd ; and 
hU offence ww having suffered a roulo to go astray. At 
the command oT the ovencer ho proceeded to atrip off part 
of his clothes, and laid himself fiat on his belly, ti\s hack 
and buttocks being uncovered, Ooo of the drivers then 
commenced flogging hina with the carUwhip. This whip 
is about ten feet lonCj with a short etout handle, oad is an 
instrument of terrible powsr. It is whirled by the opera* 
lor round his head, and then brought down with a rapid rnor 
tion of the arm upon the recumbent victim, causing tlie 
blood to spring at evsry stroke, When I saw ibis specta- 
cle, no>v for the first tiras exhibited before rny eyes, w«b 
all Us revolting accompaniments, and saw the degraded | 
agd mauled *"i£tim w/ithing and groaning under the in-l 
Miction, X felt hoiror-atruek. I trembled, and turned sick: 
butbeingdstennjned lo aeo the wholo to an *nd,t kepi my 1 
sLatioj?a£th/3 window, Tbfl sufferer, writhing like a wound- 
ed worm, pj*ry time Iho lash cut across his body, cried out, 
"Lord! Wo*i ^ord!" When h 0 hod received about 
twenty lashes, the' driver stopped to pull up Uuj poojr roan's 
shirt (or ralhsr smock frock,) which had worked down up- 
on his galled posteriori. The sufferer then cried,? Think 
me no man ? think vno no man ? D By that exclamation I 
understood him to say, " Think you I hare not the feelings 
of a man7 a The flogging was instantly recommenced and 
continued: tfjo n^xfo continuing to cry "Lord! Lord! 
Lord! 41I' thjrty-nias lashes had been inflicted* When 
the m>n rose up from the pound, I pcrccirod the blood 
oosing out from the lacerated A D 4 tumefied parts where ho 
hadbocn^Qgg^d; andh» appeared greatly exhausted. But 
he wcijnstaaily ord^»d oft to lys utiuai occupation. 

The next was a yoking maq apparently about eighteen or 
nineteen years of age. Ho was forced to uncover himself 
and Us down )n the same mode as the former, and was held 
down fey Jbe hands airf fc*t by four slaves, one of whom was 
% young man who was bjmaelfto bo flogged next. This 
Utter was a fnulattor-tho offtpring, as I understood, of 
some European ftjrmcHy on the estate by a negro wpman^l 
and corissqoccUy born to slavery. These Lwoyouths were 
flogged exactly in tlio mode already described, and writhed 
and groaned under the lash, as if enduring great agony, — 
The mulatto btsd most, and appeared to suffer most acute- 1 
ly. They received each thirty- nine lashca. Their oflence: 
was some doficipney in tho [wibrmanceof tho task prescrib- 
ed to them. They were both ordered to join their gang as 
Usual in the afleruooa at cano?cuutng, I 

Two young wornjen of about the same ago were, one af- 
ter tl^e other, then laid down and held by four men, their 
faa£k parts ityost indecently uncoyeml, and Lhirty*nine lash- 
es of the blood-stained whip inflicted upon each poorcron* 
tuxo** posteriors. Their exclamation likewise was "Lord ! 
Lord! Lord!" They seemed also to suffer acutolVi and| 
wore apparently a good deal lacerated. Another woman | 
(the sixth offender) was also laid down and uncovered 11 for 
the Ia>h ; but at the intercession of one of the drivers she 
was reprieved. The ofTencc of these three women was 
similar to that of tho two young menr^some defalcation in 
ths amount of labor. 

Tho overseer ito<xl by and witnessed tho wholo of 

this cruel operation, with as muchscemingindiflerenco 
as if hehad'been paying them their wa^es. I was 
perfectly unmanned by minted horror and pity. Yet 
Ihavenorcasontobcltevo that tho natural feelings of 
this young man (whoso ago did not exceed twenty- 
four years) were less humane or sensitive than my 
own. But such in the callousness which constant fa- 
miliarity with scenes of cruelty engenders. He had 
been a book-keeper four years previously on another 
estate belonging to the eamo proprietors, and had been 
appointed overseer on this estate only a few months 
before. His reception of me when I arrived wan bo 
kind, frank, and cordial, that I could not have belie- 



ved him, had I not seen it with ray own oyea t tol>e 
eajMiale of inQtcUng such cruelty on a fellow creature. 

As &oon as this scene was over, the overseer came 
into tho hall, and asked me to drink some rum and 
water with him* I told him I was sick,, and could 
taste nothing: that I was' in fact overwhelmed with 
horror at tho scene I had just witnessed. He said 
it v^as not a pleasant duly, certainly, but k was an 
tndcsncnsablo ono; and jliat I would soon get used, 
as others did, to such spectacles. I asked lum if ho 
(bund it necessary to inflict such punishments frequent- 
ly. He replied it was uncertain'; *1 may not/* fie 
said, "have to do it agaii> this month, or I may have to 
do ft to-inotroiv;" 

This, my first full view of West India Slavery, oc- 
eurcd on the 4th of September, 1832, between twelvo 
and two o'clock, being the day after my landing in tho 
island, and within an hour alter my arrival , on tho 
; plantation. 

1 retyded on New-Ground estate, from the time of 
my arrival in thobeginrng of September, and exclusive 
of some occasional absences, altogether fully seven 
weeks; and during that period, I witnessed with my 
I own eyes the rcrwfcr flogging of upwards- of twenty 
negroes. I heard also of many other negroes being 
ifloggcdby order of the overseer and book-keepers, in 
the Held, while 1 resided on the plantation^ besnes tho 
I cases which came under my own personal observation. 
{Neither do I include in this account the slighter flog* 
gings inflicted by tho drivers in superintending tho 
working gangs — which I shall notice afterwards. 

The following are additional cases of which I have 
a distinct recollection. But I havo retained the precise 
date of only one of those cases (the 12th) from having 
found it necessary to destroy almost all my papers r 
in consequence 01 the threats of tho Colonial Union* 

1st A slave employed in the boiling-house. Ho 
was a very stout ijegro, a.nd uncommonly veil dressed 
Iftir a slave. He was laid down on jJ}o ground, held , 
by two men, and flggced on ^10 naked btcepfrpi tho- 
mode i have described, received 30 lashes. I wa3 af- / 
tcrwards assured by one of the book-keepers that this 
negrsrhad really committed no offence, but that tho 
overseer had lum punished to spite a book-keeper un- 
der whose charge this slave was at tho tjmo. and with 
whom he had a diflerc-nce; and, as he could jjqJ tto** y 
tho book-keeper, ho flagged the slave* fSpcfrat least 
was the account I received from a thud patfy, arwth* 
or hook-kecper. I could scarcely have «iven pxpdit tej 
such on allegation, hod I not heard ofsimil^r ctfsea 
on other plantations, on authority 1 had no> cause to 

doubL 

Snd v*s>3rd. Two young women- This ponsstimehl 
I took place one evening on tho barbecac, where pkaeik* 

to is dried. Mr, M'Lean t tho overseer, and I, were 
I sitting in the window seat of his hall ; and I was jnst 
[remarking to him to him that [observed the driver* 

took great pride in being able to crack their whips 
lloud and well. While wo vycre thus conversing, the 
[gang of young slaves! employed in plucking pimento, 
Icarne in with their basket loads. The head book- 
Ikcepcr as usual proceeded to examine the baskets, to 

ascertain that each slave had duly performed the task 

allotted. The baskets of two poor girls were pronoun- 
Iced deficient; and tho bookkeeper immediately or- 
[dcrod thorn to be flogged. The overseer did not in- 
Iterfere, nor ask & singlo question, the matter not being 

deemed of sufficient importance to require his inlcrie-' 
Ironcc, tliough this took place within a few yards of the 
[open window where we were sitting. One of the girls 

was in&tanily laid down, hu back parts uncovered in 
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the usual brutal and indecent manner, and the driver 
commenced flopping— every stroke upon her flesh 
giving* J oud crack, and the wretched creature at the 
BamotimccalHngoutinQpony,* l Lord! Lord! Lord!" 
"That,* said the overseer, turning to rnc,wah a chuck- 
ling l&ugh/'that is the beat cracking, by G-d ! rt * The 
other female wasthen flogged also on the bare poste- 
riors, but not quite bo severely. They received, as 
usual, each 39 lashes* 

4Lh&.5th. On another occasion I saw two girlsfrora 
10 to 13 years of a<;c t flogged byorderof tho overseer. 
They belonged to the second gang, cmployrdin canc- 
wceding,ond were accused of having been idle that 
morning. Two other girls of tlio same age were 
brought up to hold them down. They got each 30. 
6th & 7th. After this I saw two young" men flog- 
ed (very severely) in the cooper's yard. I did not 
earn their offence. 

8th. On another occasion, a man in the road loading 
from Now Ground to Golden Spring. Wo met this 
man while riding out, and for some offence which I did 
.not learn (for by that lime I had found my inquiries 
on such points had become offensive,) the overseer call- 
ed a driver from tho Held and ordered him 39 on the 
spot. 

9th & 10th. Two'young men, before breakfast, for 
having slept too long. They wore mule-drivers, and 
it being then crop time, they had been two days and a 
night previously at work without sleep. An tho over* 
seer and I were going out at day-break (the sun was 
not yet up,) we found them only putting tho harness 
on their mules. They ought, according to tho regula- 
tions then prescribed on the plantation, to have been 
out half an hour sooner; and for this oflTcnee Ihey re- 
ccivedavery severe flogging. * 

lllh. A girl who had been misaingfor eomo days, 
having absconded from the plantation for fear of pun- 
ishment 

I shall mention only other two cases wliich particu- 
larly excited my sympathy; for, after a few weeks, al- 
though my moral abhorrence of slavery continued to 
increase, my sensibility to the sight of physical suffer- 
ing was so greatly abated, that a common flogging no 
longer affrctcd mc to the very painful degree that 1 at 
first experienced. 

12th* The flist of these two, cases was that of a mar- 
ried women, tho mother of several children. She was 
brought up to the overseer 1 ** door one morning; and 
ono of the drivers who came with her accused her of 
having Btolen a fowl. Some feathers, said to have 
boen-found in her hut, were exhibited as .evidence of 
her guilt* Tho overseer asked her if she would pay 
for the fowl. She said something in reply which I did 
not clearly understand. Tho question was repeated, 
and a similar reply again given. The overseer then 
*aid, "Put her down." On this tho woman set up a 
•brick, find rent the air with her cries of terror. Her 
countenance grew quite ghastly, and her lips became 
pale and livid. I wo* close to her and particularly no* 
iticed her remarkable aspect and expression of coun* 
tonanco. Tho overseer swore fearfully, and repeated 
his order — "Put her down 1" The woman then craved 
permission to tie some covering rot?nd her nakedness, 
which sho was allowed to do. She wai then extended 
on the ground, and held down by two negroes. Her 
gown and shift wero literally torn from her back, and, 
thus brutally cxfKued, she was subjected to the cart- 
whip. The punishment inflicted on this poor creature 

* Thatart-whfp, when tided U y a vigorous arm, given 
[Mill a loud report, which, without any exogfferotion. may fcc 
lltancd to the report of a umM pit tot, 1 have often heard it 
distinct)/ at two miles 1 dist&ucQ In tho f pen air. 



was inhtltn&nty severe. She was a woman sometifia? 
plqmp in her person, and the whip being wielded witl{ 
great vigor, erery stroke cut deep into lite flesh* SHcJ 
writhed and taistfd her hody violently under the inflic- 
tion — moaning loudly, but uttering no exclamation irf 
words, uxcept once when she cried out, entreating that 
her nakedness might not be indecently exposed,— -ap- 
pearing to suffer, from matronly modesty, even more 
acutely on account of her indecent exposure than tho 
cruel laceration of her body. But the overseer only 
noticed her appeal by a brutal reply (too gross to bff 
repeated,) and the flogging continued. Disgusted off 
I was, I witnessed the whole to a close. I numbered 
the lashcw, stroke by stroke, and counted fifty* — thus 
exceeding, byelcvcn f thenumber allowed by thoCoIo- 
nial law to bo inflicted at the arbitrary will oftho mas- 
ter or manager* This was the only occasion on which 
I saw tho legal number of 39 lashes exceeded, twvt I 
never knew the overseer or head hook-koeper give 
less than 31K This poor\ictim was shockingly lace- 
rated. When permitted to rise, she agnin shrieked 
violently. The overseer swore roughly, and threaten- 
ed, if eIic was not quiet, to put her down again. I?e 
then ordered her to be taken to the hot-house ot ha?* 
pital, and put in tho stocks. Sho was to be confined 
in the slocks for several nights, while she worked in 
tlio yard during tho day at li^ht work. Sho was too 
severely mangled to be able to go to tho field for some 
days. This flogging took place on the £TU> of Septem- 
ber. 

13ih. The flogging of an old man, about 60 years 
of age. is the last case I shall mention. Ho Was tlio 
third driver upon the estate, — there being five altogeth- 
er, whoso sole Employment was literally driving, or co- 
ercing by the whip, the negro population to Tabor. — 
With tins old man I had had some conversation, and 
felt particularly interested in him, for his silvery lock* 
and something in his aspect reminded mo powerfully 
of ray aged father, whom I had left in England, He 
had been upon the estate a great number of years. Ho 
told me that not one of the negroes belonging to tho 
pang ho wrought in when ho first car*c to New 
Ground was now alive. Hccamoup to tho overseer'/ 
door at shell blow one day, anil gave in, as is tho prat* 
ticc,on a tally orbitof notched stick, bis account*' 
the half day's work of the gang he superintended. — 
The ovcrnccr was dissatisfied — said it was insuflicicnt 
—and ordered him to get a flogging. The old man 
said, "Well, Busha T rne could hoyc done no better, had 
you been standing by." Then- groaning deeply, ho 
laid down his stafTand whip, unloosed his clothes, a* d 
lay quietly down to bo flogged without being held. — 
One of tho other drivers, who had been called forward, 
appeared very reluctant (o perform tbepffico; but, on 
the overseer swearing a rough oath or two, he pro- 
ceeded to inflict tho usual punishment of 39 lashes* — 
■ _ ___r. _ OTCnw€r)Bftcci - 

kc for several mi 

seeing no signs 

jcnliug, he ceased to call on him, expressing his feel- 
ings only by groans. I was dcoplv affected by tho 
sight, and felt at the moment that these groans were 
an awful appeal to the judgment seat of WHi who 
hcarcth the cryof Hie oppressed. "When the punish- 
ment was oyer, and tho poor man arose, tho otner dri~ 
vera looked at each other and .shook their heads, but 
uttered not a word. They dared not. 

In conversing with tUe overseer about these flog* 
rings, I had more than unco expressed the pain and 
horror I felt at seeing that negro b la very was accom- 
panied by so much suflcring,' Tin; overseer mdeavor- 
cd to ptrsuads nie, contrary to the evidence or my own 
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tf£rf*es, that tlie punishments were not sevenyandj 
assured me that tWe were, moreover, negroes -who 
had never been flogged In their lures. I afterwarda 
questioned die head book-keeper, Mr. Burrows, on 
Ihifl point and asked him if he could point out a single 
working negro on the estate, male or female, single or 
married, who had not been flowed? After some re- 
flection he replied, that he could not specify a single 
one who liad not been punished with the cart-whip. — 
Now there were 277 slaves on that estate, of whom a 
very email proportion werechiidrcfi andycla man who 
hail been among them for only two years, did not 
know of one (with the exception of mere children) who 
had not been once or oftcner subjected to this cruel, 
degrading, and revolting punishment. 

After these conversations I made every exertion to 
OJtccrUia tins fact, by making inquiries among the 
tdaves themselves, as oppo-tunities occurred. The 
general reply to such int Jrrogations was — " Ah ! \ 
Massa, mo been flog many a time by Busha." On 
putting the question to an agefl negro who had for- 
merly neen employed to take care of the sheep, but 
waa now in the stable, ho said be had been flogged 
ananyatimc. "And what were you flogged for?" I 
inquired. ""When sheep go stray — when sheep sick — 
when sheep die — then," said he T **BaBhaputmc down 

and flog me till me bleed." "And how many lashes," 
IoskeaV'did Buslui ever give you?* 1 "Ah! Massa," 

■aaid the poor old man, "when ine down na ground, 
and dcy flog me till me bleed, mc somctingelec to do 
den for count dc lashes." This same man, as ho was 
saddling my horso on the day I finally lift the estate, 
made a remark that struck mo.. <* Now, Massa," said 
lie, " yon sec how poor negro be 'pressed (oppressed). 
Wo no mind do work — but dcy 'press us too too bad." 

I asked another negro, a married man and the fa- 
ther of a family, if cither ho or his wife had ever been 
flogged. Ho replied that both he and his wife had 
been flogged frequently : and further remarked, that 
it was very disheartening that aftertrying "*o be good 
negro," Ihcy could not escape the lash any more than 
*the worst slaves on the estate. This man was a Bap- 
list— a very religious and exemplary man. H'. had 
been a member of the Baptist Chapel at St. Ann's 
Bay, which I saw lying in ruins. He could redd a lit- 
tle, and 1 gave liim a hymn book. 

This last mentioned slave was a carpenter. I there- 
fore asked the head carpenter (a Scotchman, named 
SValden) if he had ever flogged this man. He replied 
that ho had, and added, that ho was obliged to flog all 
the slavea under his charge. Ha never took them out 
-with him into the wood, he said without the cart- whip, 
■so that if any of them did not please him he might put 
him down and give him a Dodging. 

I asked other similar questions, and received, in cv- 
ory instance, answers to the same effect — all proving 
the truth of the head hook keeper's statement that he 
know not a single working slave on the estato v/ho 
hod not been flogged. 

I may hero mention that on meeting 'with a slave of 
tho name of Johnstone, belonging to the neighboring, 
estate of Green Park, I asked him if he had ever 
been flogged. He replied— "Yes, Massa, mo been 
flog, and been work in chains throe months and three 
days. On inquiring further, I found this man's offence 
wai going to the Methodist chapel (Mr. Whithou^e's) 
and that for this ofTcnce ho had been cruelly flogged by 
order of his owner, Mr. Hurlock (not by tho ovcrscci) 
and worked in chains for three months. 

During my residence at New Ground, the St. Ann's 
workhouse gancj (of convict slaves) was employed in 
digging caneholcs on tho plantation. I had thus frc- 



Suent opportunities of seeing and Conversing, with 
icm. I shall never forget the impression I received 
from tho first near view of these wretched people-— 
The son of the captain, or superintendent of the work- 
house (a person named Drake) accompanied mo to 
the Geld the first day I went out to see this gang ; and 
as we went along, £e remarked that I should probably 
be somewhat shocked by their appearance, but ought 
to bear-in mind that these rv^roes were convicted mal- 
efactor — rebels, thieves, ana felons. On approaching 
the spot I witnessed indeed a most affecting and ap- 
palling spectacle. The gang, consisting Of forty-five 
negroes, male and female, were all chained ;by the 
necks in couples ; and in one instance I observed a 
man and a woman chained* togcihei. Two ctout dri- 
vers were standing over them, each armed both with 
a cart-whip and a cat-o'nine tails. Nearly the whole 
gang were working without any covering un the upper 
part of lhc«r bodies ; and on going up to them, with a 
view to closer inspection, 1 found that their backs, 
from the shoulders to the buttocks, were scarred and 
lacerated in all directions, by the frequent application 
of the cat and the cart-whip, which the drivers used at 
discretion, independently of severer [floggings by or- 
der of the superintendent. I could not find a single 
one who did not bear on his body evident marks of 
this savage di&cipline. Some were marked with largo 
wcalp, and with what in Vorksluro we should call 
writhe^ or ridges of flesh healed over. Others were 
crossed with long scabbed scars across the buttocks; 
on others, again, the gashes were raw and recent- 
Altogether it was tho most horrid sight that ever my 
eyes beheld. One of them had on a coarse shirt or 
smock frock, which was, actually dyed red with his 
blood. The drivers struck some of them severely, 
while I was present, for falling behind the rank in their 
work. 

I asked one of the drivers what were the offen- 
ces for which these people had been condemned. 
He replied that some of them were convicts from 
Trelawncy parish, who had been concerned in 
the late rebellion ; others were thieves and runa- 
ways; and, pointing out three individuals (two 
men and a woman), he added that these had 
been taken up while martial law was in force — 
for praying, I ased if I might he permitted to 
speat to these three perso'ns: and, meeting with 
no objection, I went forward and conversed with 
them. Oneoftherrij whose name was Rogers: 
in reply to'my inquiries, informed me thathehad 
been condemned to the workhouse gang for meet- 
ing with other negroes for prayer. The other 
man, whose name I have forgot,- told me that this 
was the second time that he had been sent to 
work in chains solely for this offence — namely^ 
joining with some of his friends and relatives in 
social prayer to his Maker/and Redeemer! In 
order to assure myself further of the trlilh of this 
extraordinary fact, I made inquiry respecting it 
of some of the most intelligent negroes on New 
Ground estate, to whom the particulars respecting 
these people's condemnation were . known, ana 
received such full corroboration of their statement 
as left me no doubt whatever of its truth. Indeed 
1 soon found good reason to believe that on many 
estates there are few offfoices far which the un^ 
happy slaves are jaim shed ui th more certainty 
or severity than praying ! ! ! ! 

Drake, the superintendent of this workhouse 
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gang, came frequently to New Ground, while 
they were employed there, to see that they did 
sufficient work ((cx it was paid for by tho-piece); 
and one clay he Wai invited by the overseer to dine 
with us. After dinner, while he and I were 
standing at the door, tie proceeded to abuse the 
friends of negro emancipation in England, in ve- 
ry violent terms, and added, that if ever I uttered 
p^wonl unfriendly to them (the slaves-holders) he 
would have great pleasure in cuttis^ myhead off, 
.Then, extending his arm, and pointing to his 
miserable ganij, who were at work, full in view, 
at no great distance, he uttered a tremendous 
dath f " and said — " Oh ! if I had but Buxton and 
Luskington chained by the necks in yonder gang, 
I would cure them — that would I, by G — ! .We 
would be all right,'' he added, ft if these devils 
would but let us alone." This man, Drake, as I 
was told by the overseer, has a salary of 500/. cur- 
rency. 

I may here noticea few oilier particulars illustra- 
tive of the Jamaica plantation system, which foil 
under my observation. 

On New Ground estate there were about fifteen 
or sixteen- religious negroes who became person- 
ally known to me, and I heard that there were 
others. Those that I knew were Baptists and 
Wesleyans. After they found they might have 
confidence in me, they often expressed their deep 
regret" for the banisnment of the missionaries- 
While I was there they durst not be found pray- 
ing together. If they had they would have been 
sure of a flogging. One of the proprietors in 
England (my relative) had told me that I might 
preach , to the slaves on 'the estate, and attend to 
their religious instruction ; but I soon found that 
this wouldnot be permitted by their own CoIIoniyI 
agents. Indeed the attorney, at our very first 
interview, expressly prohibited me so much as to 
mention religion to the negroes. 

On Sunday there was no religious observance 
wliateyer on the estate, nor did Isee or hear of any 
religious observance on any estate in that parish. 
The whites usually occupy Sunday in visits to 
their brother overseers and book-keepers on other 
estates;, or if athomej in playing at draughts and 
quoits,, The negroes were all at work on their 
provision grounds, or in carrying their provisions 
to market, except the cooper's gang, who were at 
work for the estate, but for wages on that day, as 
th^ overseer assured me. The negroes only re- 
ceive a few salt herrings from the estate, and 
must necessarily employ the Sundays in cultiva- 
ting their provision grounds. The law allows tliem 

pply twenty-six week-days in a year for this ne- 
cessary work. 

In week-days die negroes always went to their 
work before daylight in the morning; on an 
average about five o'clock or a quarter past five. 
They left off after dusk, or from a quarter to half- 
past six in the evening. They had half an hour 
for breakfast, and sometimes an hour for dinner, 
hut^ generally not a full hour. During crop, 
which, was proceeding wliUe I >vas there, they 
Worked -ju spells the whole uf every alternate 



night; thai is to say, the spell that commenced 
on Monday morning got no sleep till Tuesday 
night, working all day in the field, and all night 
in the boiling house. 

The sufferings of the slaves from this hard and 
continuous labor, and from the continual floggings 
of the drivers to exact it, are severe beyond de* 
scription. When they are digging cane holes, 
they generally work all in a row ; and it frequent- 
ly happens that the strong negroes outstrip the 
weaker ones. Then it is that the drivers (who 
stand in front of the gang in holeing, but behind 
in cane cutting) march up to those who have 
fallen hack in their work, and flog them on to 
further exertion ; the drivers themselves being 
liable to be flogged, if the prescribed work is not 
duly executed by their gang. I hn\e seen dri- 
vers put down slaves in the field, and inflict at 
theirown discretion,fromsix to twelve labhes with 
the carl-whip. I have seen them order females to 
stand at a convenient distance, and flog them as 
long as they saw fit. I have frequently seen the 
boatswain (as the driver at the boiling-housr* Is 
called) (log old and young, male and female in 
this manner. One night I saw this driver flo^ a 
female slave very severely, and one blow which 
struck her irf the face caused her to scream out 
violently. Upon inquiry I found that this woman 
had a child in the hot house (or hospital) and 
she had ventured to leave her work a little earlier 
than usual to see her sick child.. For tin's she re- 
ceived the punishment.- On another occasion, f 

saw this same boatswain put down a very hand- 
some brown girl, and give her ten lashes. The 
overseer was witn me at the time^ and looked on, 
without making any remark. Another time I 
saw the head drjver, a very powerful man, give a 
tremendous cut with the cart-whip to a female 
about fifty yeans of age, who waa cutting canes 
with the great gang. The overseer, and one of 
the book-keepers were standing with me; but nei* 
ther took the least notice. In fact, those floggings 
were taking place incessantly upon the working 
negroes; insomuch that I came to this conclu- 
sion, after some observation, that the slaves suf- 
fered more in the aggregate from the driving in 
the field, than from the severer regular punish- 
ments inflicted by order of the overseer and book- 
keepers. The drivers invariably flog' negroes 
severely, who happen to be too late in coming out 
in the morning; and it frequently happens, that 
when they oversleep their time> the negroes, for 
fear of punishment, run away for days or weeks, 
from tiie estate. When they do return, as they 
generally do after a short space, it is witn the cer- 
tain ty of encoun tering a tremendous flogging from 
the overseer, and being condemned to sleep every " 
night in the stocks for weeks running. : I have 
frequently seen six or seven of these runaways 
turned out of the stocks in a morning, taken to the 
field to cut canes, and then brought fciick at night 1 
to be again locked into the stocks. The fear of 
punishment, 1 was told, was theordirsry cause' 
of their becoming runaways. " 
•The tyrannical severity of the system may bo 
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aptly illustrated by another little incident which 
] ahflll here mention- One Sunday afternoon, 
while I wus sitting, as usual, with the overseer 
at the open window of the hall, an old negro 
woman, apparently upwards of sixty yearsof age, 
came forward, and begged leave to tell her story 
to "Busha," She proceeded to state that she 
was old and stiff; that she had some infirmity in 
her Vnees, which she bared to exhibit to him; 
that she was no longer able to stand the field la- 
bor; and under these circumstances she pleaded to 
be allowed to "sit down" — that is, to Lre released 
from the regular labor of the estate. The over- 
seer refused her suit, ordered her two or three 
times to be gone, and said "she talked English 
too well." At length, on the old woman still 
continuing her importunity, he lost patience, 
called one of the domestic slaves, and ordered htm 
to put the supplicant Jin the stocks. To the 
stocks accordingly she was instantly taken, and 
confined in them every night for a week ; contin- 
uing to work as usual in the field by day. At 
length on the following Sunday, she was begged 
offby the head driver, and came to return thanks, 
in my presence, to the overseer for her release. 
And thus was quashed her supplication for miti- 
gation of hard labor, and other supplicants intim- 
idated from appearing. 

■ On conversing with Mr- M'Lean,(as I frequently 
did when I first went to New Ground) respecting 
the extreme severity of the system pursued on 
that estate, he assured me that he was far from 
being a harder task-master than other overseers 
on sugar plantations ; and to convince me of this 
lie told me of "severities" (orrathur atrocities) 
exercised on other estates in the same parish, far 
beyond any which I witnessed on New Ground. 
I olso heard of extraordinary instances of cruelty 
"from others; and I was told, by a resident in St 
Andrew's parish, that the floggings there were 
more severe than in St. Ann's; switches of the 
prickly ebony being frequently used after the cart- 
whip. But I shall not attempt to detail what I 
learned only by hearsay, although on the evi- 
dence of persons implicated in supporting the 
system. I can only vouch, of course, for what 1 
myself witnessed; and that most assuredly I have 
rather softened than exaggerated. 

The open and avowed licentiousness of the 
plantation whites disgusted mo almost as much 
as the cruelty of the system. At New Ground, 
the overseer, book-keepers, and head carpenter, 
all lived in the habitual practice' of gross and 
unblushing profligacy- The tremendous moral 
tyranny that may be, and unquestionably often 
is, exercised ia the uncontrolled Indulgence of 
this brutalizing .vice, is as obvious as it is appal- 
ling. One of the book-keepers voluntarily told 
me t that be had had twelve "negro wives" with- 

six months. I saw another of the whites on 
thia estate give his "housekeeper" (concubine) 
a cruel beating with a supplejack while she was 
in a state of pregnancy, md for a very trilling 
fault. For refusing to degrade myself by com- 
plying, with * ( the custom of the country," as it 



was lightly termed, in this point, I was looked 
upon, as I soon perceived, with mingled con- 
tempt and suspicion by the plantation whiles 
gcnerally, 

I shall now mention the circumstances which led to my 
abandonment of tho view**! had in going out to Jamaica, 
and obliged mo to return to England, after 90 abort a real* 
dencc. 

After I had been about a week ou New Ground estate, I 
had tin interview at St. Ann's Bay with tho attorney or 
agent of the proprietor*, to whose patronage 1 bad been re- 
com.nuoded by my relativo in England* I told him that 
from what I had seen of a planter'* life 1 felt myself to be 
hut ill adapted for that profession, and that I had renoUsd 
to abandon all thoughts of it ; but, as I bod neither friend 
nor acquaintance, save himself in that part of tho bland, I 
should feel much indebted to him if in? wouM allow me to 
remain, aa a resident merely^ on the estate, until I could 
hear irom a correspondent in Kingston, to whom I had writ- 
ten, requesting him to make every possible exertion to pro* 
cure me employment in & store, or any other creditable 00* 
cupation, by which I might earn a livelihood unconnected 
with the plantation system. The attorney asked tho name 
of the gentleman to whom I had written, I told him it was 
Mr, Permock, tho Wesleyan missionary; and informed 
him that I was a membei of that Society myself) and had 
occasionally officiated as a local preacher before I left Eng- 
land, Tho attorney seemed a good deal disconcerted by 
this information. Ho assured mc that Mr. Pennock could 
do nothing to assist mc; and added, that such was the feel* 
ing of the inhabit ants of Jamaica against the sectarians, 
that he himself* though he was the man of the greatest in* 
flue nee in that parish, would be exposed to great odium—- 
pcrhups peiil— if tho planters knew that ho was patron- 
izing a person of my character. "They would think noth- 
ing, said he, pointing to tho sea, "of throwing me in Out* 
for that, and (or no other ofTence." As, however, I had 
hem sent out to him by the proprietors, he added, that he 
would do the beat ho could to promote my interests. Mean- 
while he advised me to remain on tho estate, where, ho said, 
as I disliked tho system, I should hav« nothing to do with 
it; but. charged me to let no person know that I was a 
Methodist; and (as I have already mentioned) he strictly 
prohibited mo from attempting to instruct the negroes, or to 
Bay a single word to them about religion. # In other respects 
he appeared friendly, and promised to givo mo a letter to 
Mr. Whitehorn, an attorney at Kingston, a relative ofhis, 
with a view 10 find me some other occupation. 

About a week after this, I was informed by a neighbor- 
ing book-keeper that it had been discovered by tho address 
of my loiter 1o Mr. Pennock, that I was in correspondence 
with tho sectarians ; and that some gentleman at St, Ann's 
Bay had formed a plan to tar and feather me, if they could 
find a convenient opportunity. This information I com- 
municated hy letter to tho attorney, who resided 011 a pro- 
perty of his own, about twenty miles distant from New 
Ground, Ho immediately sent for mo to came to him t 
warning mo not to travel by the .bay, for fear of the 
Colonial Unionists, but to come round by tho mountain 
road. I went accordingly, and remained a night with hint. 
I then proceeded to Kingston in search of employment, and 
saw Mr. Pennock, and other persons, who were very desi- 
rous to promote my views ; but meeting with no success, I 
was obliged to return to New Ground, t subsequently 
made another journey to Kingston, but with no better re* 
suit. 

At another interview which X soon afterwards had with 
the attorney, I told him I thought it very hard, that after 
having boon at so much expense incoming out to Jamaica, 
I could obtain no situation in tho Isl&nd-meraly because 1 
was a Mchodist. He then spoke of another charge he had 
in view forme; and mentioned also that Mr, Hamilton 
Dmwn was desirous ofgiving me employment, but that ho 
was so much intimidated by the threat* that were held out 
against all who favored Sectarians, that ho durst not vciw 
turoto do it. 

Ho further assured me, that unless I would agree to en* 
rol myself as a member to the Colonial Church UDioii,«nd 
renounce 4( even the very appearance of sectarianism, 1 * ha 
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saw no JLkehbood of my being enabled to obtain or hold an v 
situation in the colony; adding, emphatically, that unless 'I 
did this, ho could not guarantee any tiling in icjjard to mo 
—no, net even life itself- On this occasion J expressed my 
surprise, that tlio planters should be so outrageously parrial 
to Churchmen in opposition to the Scctaiians, when they 
could not be ignorant that many eminent ministers and 
members of the Church of lingland wore laboring for the 
abolition of slavery with not less zeal than the We bl cyans 
or Baptists, Tho attorney replied, significantly, (and his 
word made a deep impression on me,) "It is an opinion 
amongst us, but ono which we do not wish to acknowledge- 
or to be known, that slavery and knowledge arc iticompati- 
6U* n These were this gentleman'* own words — a man of 
whom I would not willingly speak unkindly, for I was al- 
ways hospitably received, and otherwise kindly treated by 
him :* but at* respects hi» unscrupulous support of tho col- 
onial system, I leave the reader to jud-jc fur himself. 

On this 4 and'othor occasions I thought it my duty to ac- 
quaint the attorney with my observations and my feelings, 
in regard to the cruel floggings, and severe treatment gen- 
erally, which I had witnessed at New Ground. Ho admit- 
ted the facts, but said that plantation work could not be car- 
ried on without the earl-whip. He moreover labored hard 
to convince me that tho Hogging did not injure the health 
of the negroes. 

_ I also told him of the exceeding immorality and licen- 
tiousness which I had witnessed ; mentioning in substance, 
the facts previously detailed. Ho replied, that that was a 
thing which they (the attorneys) must "wink at," # He said 
he had but two married overseers under him upon the sev- 
eral properties ho managed, and he intended never to have 
another; fur (he remarked) tho overseers, hook-keepers, 
and head carpenters, generally took' for their mtMresscsthc 
sistors or daughters of tho drivers or carpenters; by which 
means, if any plot was hatching amongst tho s!avee, some 
intimation of it was almost certain to be conveyed by iheac 
channels to tho whites upon the plantation. And for tho 
sake of such a wretched security, this gentleman, in the 
true spirit -of the system, (though in other respects appa- 
rently a benevolent and honorable man,) was content to 
"wink at" the wickedness. 

Soon after this, a person of my acquaintance came up 
from, St, Ann's Bay, and advised mo to leave Xuw Ground 
estate without delay, because the members of the Colonial 
Church Union, down at the Bay, were determined to do 
mo some mischief. I felt somewhat alarmed on receiving 
this intimation, and expressed my apprehensions to the 
oversoer. He replied, that there was no occasion for me 
to leave the estate— -that I need not bo at all afraid, for (as 
he vehemently swore) ho would sooner lose his own life 
than deliver tne up to my enemies* How far Mr. M*Lean 
was sincere in his assurance* and professions I shall not 
pretend uositively todctciminc, I subsequently thought I 
saw good cause to believe him not averse- to any scheme 
that would lead to my removal quietly from New Ground 
estate ; of nothing worse, as regards myself, have I the least 
reason to suspect him. But, at tho period £ now advert 
to, I did not entertain even tho suspicion T have now ex- 
pressed ; and, moreover, I was ut a great loss what course 
to adopt, for tf I left tho estate, 1 know not well where else 
to betake myself. 

About a fortnight after my return from my last visit to 
tiro attorney, a deputation from St, Ann's Colonial Church 
Union waited unon me. This took place on one of the 
mtfltia muster nays. I observed that day that a number of 
overseers and book-keepers called at New Ground estate, 
as they returned from muster, and I noticed a great deal of 

♦I have not given this gentleman's nam*?, from a rcluc* 
tance to hurt the feelings of an individual whose hospitality 
X have enjoyed ; but I cannot conscientiously suppress his 
opinions, which serve so well to illustrate the colu ial nys< 
tem. If a man, in manners so much the gentleman, and in 
other respects so estimable, is, as a supporter of that sys- 
tem, necessarily led to countenance, or to "wink at" the en-i 
ortnitics I have feebly attempted to describe, what, I ask, is 
to bo espected from Us subordinate administrators, who am 
continually exposed to all tho demoralizln-r influences of 
slavery 7 Whit, indeed, but the trichtftil wickedness and 
eruehy which are Us actual fruits! 



whispering among thsm. Just at dusk Wo nersoru^undtt 
the character of a, deputation from tho ColonisiChurch 
Union, made their Appearance, and demanded an inurriew 
witli in«*. The overseer introduced them— a Mr, Dickon 
and a Mr- Brown, The firmer I had previously met with, 
but to my salutation he sow mado no response. Mr. Brown 
whs spokesman, and commenced by informing me that they 
cunin as a deputation from more than a hundred gentlemen 
at St. Ann's Bav, to state to me — 1st, That they had 
heard I hud been leading the minds of toe slaves astray by 
holding forth doctrines of a tendency to make them discon- 
tented with their present condition. Sdly, That I was a 
Methodist, and that my relative who had sent me to Ja- 
maica wa* a d — ■— d Methodist, And 3dly* T"ial they hid 
a barrel of tar down al the Bay to tar and feather me, as £ 
well deserved, and that they "would do so, by G— d.*_ 

In replv, I acknowledged that I was undoubtedly a Me* 
thod;st: but added, mildly, that I was altogether uncon- 
scious of any act, since I arrived in tho Island,' whereby I 




had written a letter to tho Rev, Thomas Pcnnoclc, Wet* 
leyan missionary, £ndly, That in the letter I had written 
to Mr. , the attorney, I had said, "The Lord reward 

you for the kindncs^s you have shewn me, and grant you 
in health and wealth long to live," Sdly, That 1 had said 
to a slavo who had opened a gate to me at * certain plac*, 
» The Lord bless you-" 4thly, That I had asked the dri- 
vers of the workhouse pang questions respecting tho offen- 
ces of tho negroes of that gang. 6thly, That! hod made 
private rcmaiks about the way in which I had seen Mr* 
M'Lean, th" overseer, treat the slaves, (Here Dick en, 
who was an overseer at Winsor, a neighboring plonialion, 
told mo ho had two negroes at that moment in the stocks, 
and added, with a brutal oath,f if I would come over in tho 
morninc, he would let mo see them properly flogged,)— 
f-'hly, That I had preached to a hundred and fifty slaves at 
one time. To all these charges I p eaded guilty, except 
the last, which was without loundanou— without aven a 
shadow of truth; though, if it had been true, it would havo 
been difficult forme to admit its criminality. Dlcken then 
drew his hand across my throat, and swore by his Maker 
that he would be the first man to cut it if I should dare to 
talk to the slaves in the same way neain. Ho then pulled 
out a pistol, which he cocked, and held out (but did not 
point it at my person); saying, that if he was to fire it ofi^ 
ihero would bo twenty men in the house in ono minute, 
ready lo do whatever they chose with me. Mr. M'Leam, 
the overseer, here spoke up, and said, with considerable 
vehemence, that before he would see me abused^ he would 
rather havo a bill through Ida own breast. 

1 then told tlicm that there was no occasion for vio- 
lence - that I wab quite willing, under tho circumstan- 
ces in which I found myself, to leave the island by 
the very first conveyance ; and should be glad if they 
and their friends would only permit me to do so quietly. 

They promised to report this reply to their Society* 
the Colonial Church Union and so departed, 

It wasa^rce'd that I should sail in tho fihip Huski*. 
son, and mat I might remain on th,o estate till that 
vessel wag rvady ; but having been scon conversing 
with Mr, Watkis, a Wealcyan, and a brother of tt\Q 
member of the Colonial Assembly of that name, tho 
attorney wasinfonnej pf this (no other fault was al* 
kdged,) and lie sent word to the overseer to enforce my 
departure immediately* I was hurried o^ Accordingly, 
and in my way from SL Anns to Annatto'Pay, I saw 
the attorney once more. He then told me thai it wo* 
necessary, lor both his enko and mine, that I should 
leave the country ; and apoligizcd for his hufj'nff 
my departuro by staling that ho had recently received 
many violent letters ou my account from the Colonial 
Unionists, threatening to pull his houao about his cars 
as other houses had been pulled about tho ears of tho 
owners on similar grounds elsewhere, 

I proceeded from St, Ann's to AnnaUoBar to await 
the sailing of the vessel : and while thu« rjetaincd* I 
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Had a pretty BSvero attack of the country fever, which 
confined me ten days. On the" 6th of December I sail- 
ed from Jamaica, liaving been just three months and 
six days on the Island. 

I leave the facts 1 thus plainly related, as they fell 
under my observation during this short residence, to 
the readers calm reflection. They will sufficiently 
display tho character ofNegro Slavery as it now exists 
in Jamaica, without any comment of mine. But as I 
liavc mentioned that I left England with a persuasion 
that the general condition of tho West India slaves 
was, on the whole, ninth preferable to that of the 
children in our factories, it is proper to state tho con- 
viction with which I had returned; which is this: The 
condition of tho factory children is certainly deplorable, 
and calls loudly for amelioration; and I shall most 
cordially rejoice to see tho friends of Negro Emancipa- 
tion co-operating with the friends of Factory Regula- 
tion, in carrying tho Ten Hours' Bill speedily through 
Parliament, But between the cases of tho factory 
child and the plantation slave there can bo no just 
comparison. The former is very bad; the latter is 

INFINITE LT WORSE, 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON TIIE COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY, 

Between sundry citizens of Jfcto-Yerk^ and Itcv.Ji.lt* 
Ourtey, Sec*y of the American Colonization Society 
Washington City* 

I 

to the secretary and hoard of managers op 

the american colonization society. 

Gentlemen — 

It cannot be unknown to you that many inquiries 
arc made respecting the principles and plans of tho 
important institution whose interests are committed 
to your charge. You are also aware that if an an- 
swer to these inquiries be sought in tho speeches and 
addresses made in support of the Society, and pub- 
lished hy order of the Board of managers, in the annu- 
al Reports of the Society, and in tho columns of the 
African Repository, published also by order of your 

board, there will bo found such a diversity, not to say 
contrariety of sentiment andopinion as to aflbrd no 
room for a satisfactory solution of tho prominent ques- 
tions, Ifrcferredto that clause of the constitution of 
tho Society which specifics and limits its objects, 

it is known that constructions have been* given to this 
clause, differing a» widely from each oilier, as the 
conflicting sentiments afloat in tho community, on the 
general subject* 
ThcLj circumstances, it is well known,, haso given 
jo to many doubts, and some serious contentions re* 
a pec Ung tho character, aims, and tendencies of your 
important society, amonj* those who have formerly uni- 
ted, without hesitancy in the support of its claims, — 
Nor have these perplexities been diminished, cither by 
the proceedings of tho late annual meeting or your so- 
ciely in 3&shinpton City, or by thomorcrcecntvisit 
of Mr. Finley, late Agent of tho Society, to this 
city, m connexion M*ith the Resolutions adopted ottho 
meeting held here on the subject 

With these introductory remarks, which we trust 
will sufficiently apologize for the liberty wearc faking, 
wo beg leave, very respectfully, to submit to your board, 
a few plain question?, soliciting an explicit answer to 

t Th* planters of rI< ranks, wiih very rare oxccptionMre 
shocking swearers ; the more vulgar sort interlarding (heir 
profanencss with tho most revoking obscenity. 
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each, with the view of terminating all uncertainty and 
doubt, in respect to the principles, urns, tendencioSjOnd 
purposes of tho American Colonization Society- 
The Questions are these; 

L Is it, or is it not, among* the purposes and aims 
of the Society to effect the ultimate and complete 
tinction of Slavery, in the United States? 

2_ Are, or are not, tho operations of the Socictycon- 
Bid f red by you a sufficient and adequate system of 
measures fbr the accomplishment of that object? 

2. Is it, or is it not, claimed by tho Society that it* 
operations ought to be considered as covering the 
whole ground of desirable effljrt respecting em an dp a*, 
tion? 

4, Po, or do, not tho principles and plans of the'Col- 
onization Society involve tho position that expatriation 
from their native soil ia to he mado tho suit jua turn of 
the emancipation of the enslaved? 

5, Would it, or would it not comport with the prin- 
ciples and plans of the society to transport from thcix 
native land the free people of color, should the enact- 
ments of tho state governments deny them the right of 

a continual residence within their jurisdiction 7 
JWw York y March7 v 1833. - 

Author Taffan,, 
Geohge Bourne* 
William Goodeix, 
Joshua Lbatitt, 
Lewis Tafpan, 
S. P, Hines, 
Henrt R. Pierct, 
Charles W. Dcmisok, 
L. D. Dewet, 

TllEODOBE D. WtJUOfc 
C. G.FlNNET, 

G. R» Baiuceiu . 
No. 3. 

LETTER FROM MR. GURLEY. 

Office of the Colonization Society, > 
Washington, 28/A Match, 1333. J 

Gentlemen— - 

I havo tho honor to acknowledge tho receipt ofyour 
favor of the 7th inst. containing sundry inquiries, ia 
regard to the principles and purposes of tho Ameri- 
can Colonization Society; and I now moke the follow-* 
ing communication not without hope, that the charac*. 
ter of our institution may be exhibited in its truth and 
simplicity, and in a light which must secure to it tho 
approbation and support of all intelligent Christians. 

Before attempting to reply to tho several questions 
which you are pleased to propose, it is desirable to 
consider, for a moment,, tho condition of our colored 
population, both the free and the enslaved ; and tho 
schemes which mi "lit suggest themselves to a philan-.. 
thropic mind, for tneir improvement 

Of the frrt it may be rerparked, that they are access 
siblc to our charities, like any other unfortunate por* 
tion of our population, and we are unrestrained in. os 
gard to any measures, which* ve may think, proper to» 
adopt for their benefit* ' 

By the constitution of tho country, and the Jaws of 1 
tho States, where slavery exists, the slaves aro ri cog- 
nized as property, nor can any thing be dor>P for tfccia. 
but with the consent of their proprietors. f * 

Though Uio first class aro nommaWy free t yct'itis- 
manifest, that various circumstances' m thtscountryt 
operate to prevent their enjoyment^ here, as a people^ 
of tho best blessings of freedom. Many powerfu^ 
causes, some of them dependent on the xcill of man, 
and some of them independent of it ? throw around them 
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Buch embarrassments, and so tend to depress their 
minds and place obstacles in the way of their inprove- 
raent as to leave scarce a hope that they can ever at* 
tain* here, to an equality tvith the whites. And the 
same remark will apply to the slaves, should their 
unconditional emancipatiun ever be effected. 

Nothing, then, can bo more evident, than that thg 
Mjjamtion from us of our colored population, ana 
their establishment with their own consent, as a dis- 
tinct community, in n land where all circumstances 
would contribute to their highest prosperity and hap* 
pin ess, as a free and Christian people, would be desira- 
ble for than; tnd if "it be clear that their residence in 
this country be injurious to the general wclfare t and 
that their settlement in Africa would be an inestima- 
ble benefit tG their brethren there, it seems impossible 
to deny a character of humanity and benevolence to 
the scheme of African colonization. 

It may bo said, and with truth, that more might be 
done than has been done for the education and 
general improvement of the free people of color while 
residents in the United States ; but it cannot be said 
that the combined powers of humanity and religion 
can do for them here, ivlurt they may do for them in 
Africa. 

It may be said that more may be done than is now 
done to produce a disposition favorable to the uncon- 
ditional emancipation of slaves ; but it cannot be said 
thai the scheme of Arican colonization checks instead 
of increasing such a disposition, or that should such 
emancipation ever be effected, there would not exist as 
valid and even stronger reasons tlian at present for 
the prosecution of this scheme. 

With these preliminary remarks, I now proceed to 
moke a brief rcply.to thcsareral questions .contained 
to your letter. 

1. "Is it, oris it not, among the purposes and aims 
of the Society to c fleet the ultimate ana complete ex- 
tinction of slavery in the United States?" 

^ If the meaning of this question be, whether the So- 
ciety, as suck, purposes or aims to effect the ultimate 
and complete extinction of slavery by any direct action 
on the system, by interfering with, or disturbing, any 

*of (the le^al rights or obligations connected with it, we 
reply in tho nc^flftre. Its direct and exclusive object 
as set forth in its constitution, is to colonize with their 
own consent the free people of color of the United States, 
Iti touches no man's property, it disturbs no man's 
rights, it weakens no man's hold upon his real oriin- 

• aginary interests. It no more affects by any coercive 
pwer the system of slavery than docs the Bible, the 
Tract; or the Missionary Society. But, if tho question 
be, whether those who founded the Society, and those 
who have mainly contributed to itn support, were 

i moved to give it origin and have been moved to sustain it t 

"by benevolence towards the enslaved as well us tow- 
ards the free ; whether its early friends and the great 

►body ol enlightened men who now advocate its claims, 
Jo it m the hope and belief thai in the prosecution of its 
specific object, a moral influence will bo exerted favor* 

: able to the voluntary manumission of slaves, that they 
consider the plan of the Society sufficiently large, 
should it bo adopted by the slave-holding States, to 
render safe and practicable the ultimate abolition of 
slavery, and that they cherish the expectation thatit 
totttbe so adopted, as a powerful, if not the most power- 
ful incentive to the vigorousprosecution of their enter- 
prizer-we reply in the affirmative, and adduce in 
evidence, the avowed nndrecorded opinions ofits ablest 
•defenders during thowholccoursc of its history. No- 
thing can be more decisive on this" "subject, than the 
jlctter of Gen. Harper, published in the First Annual 



Report of the Society. "It/* (the Society) said that 
gentleman, " tends, and may powerfully tend to rid us 
gradually and entirely of a great moral and political 
evil, of increasing virulence and extent, from which 
much mischief is now felt, and very great calamity in 
future is justly apprehended. It is in this point of 
, view, I confess, that our scheme of colonization most 
1 strongly recommends itself, in my opinion, to atten- 
tion and support. This great end is to bt attained in :h> 
other way thanby afdanofunhersal Colonisation Jbunded 
on the consent of the slaveholders and of the colonists them* 
selves. For such a plan, that of the present Colonization 
Society opens and prcpareslhe way, by cifflorin^ tho 
ground, selecting a proper situation and planting a 
colony which may servo as a receptacle, a nursery and 
a school, for those who are to follow, Itts in this point 
of view that I consider its benefits as tho most extensive 
and important , though not the most immediate.** 

2. "Are,orara not, tho operations of the Socio ty con- 
sidered by you a sufficient and adequate system of measures 
for tho accomplishment of thai object 3" 

Wo know of no operations that can be instituted lo 
promote tho peaceful, and voluntary abolition of slavery 
which promise so much for the accomplishment of that cnfl 
as the system of measures adopted by tho Society, Thkt 
this end will be accomplished, should die Society receive 
the united, liberal and persovsring support of all the hu- 
mane and religious of our country, is hoped and expected 
with much confidence by tho leading friends of tho Society. 
That any and evcrv system of measures apposed to the Colo* 
nitaiion Society wiU retard the abolition of stavery t I forono 
fully believe- Whether slavery will be abolished in our 
country, through any means or measures, as speedily, as 
with a view to all great interests concerned, christian dcq- 
cvolcnco would desire, few will expect who consider tho 
slow progress ofvirtuous sentiment on tr>is and many other 
subjects connected with the improvement and welfare of 
mankind, 

3. "Is it, or is it not, claimed by the Society that ils ope- 
rations ought to bo considered as covering tho wholo 
ground of desirable efTortin rcsnocl to emancipation 7" 

Though we believe, that to the schema of African colo- 
nization wo are to look for the largest and most extensive 
benefits to our colored population, yet we by no means as- 
sert that other means may not be devised and properly exe- 
cuted, for ihcir relief and improvement. Each individual 
is bound, by all proper means, to do allm his power for their 
advantage, and it is Icft/or htm to judge in whaLway*&nfi 
by what method his duties towards them shall best bo dis- 
charged. 

4» "Do, or do not, tho principles and plans of the Society 
involve the position that expatriation from their native soi 1 
is to bo rnaoo tho sine qua non of the emancipation of the 
enslaved ?" 

To this I reply that the principles and plans of tho So- 
ciety involve no such position. 

5- "Would it, or would it not, comport with tho principles 
and plans of Ui# Society to transport from their nativo land, 
tho free people of color, should tho enactments of tho Stats 
governments deny them tho right of a continued residence 
within their jurisdiction?" 

The Constitution of the Society declares its object to bo 1 
to colonic with O^eir own consent the -free people of color of 
the U, States, and it could certainly engage uLAMpeasurca 
which would violate its Constitution. ShojAnHKiof tho 
States expel tho frrie people of color from^hSEffbits, it 
will bo for these peonlo thcmnelves to decido what country 
they will select for tnoir residence. And should they bo 
urged by any necessity of circumstances to scfflj an asylum 
beyond tho limits of the United States, humanity and reli- 
gion will alike dictate that they should bo assisted to rq- 
movo and establish themselves m freedom .and prosperity, 
in the land of their choice. 

1 have tho honor to bt*, Gentlemen, 

With great respect, your friend and servant, 

R, R, GURLEY* 

Messrs. Arthur Tappan, Gcorgo Burnc. Wro.GoodclI, 
Rev. Mr. Lsavitt, Lewis Tappan, S.P. Hiase, Henry .R. 



RM*y,CLaxle* W.Demio^Rer.L.D.Dfivroy, Theodore 
Weld, Rev. C. g. Finney, and George R. Barker. 

P. S. It hu r*>t been in my power to submit this letter 
to the impaction of our Board of Managers, I believe M 
expresses, generally, thejr opinions. 

No 3. 

'Reei*t to Mm GcnixWs Letxeh. 

New York, June t 1833. 

Rey.R,R,Gurlet, Secretary of tho Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, Washington city. 

Sir — 

Your communication of the 28th of March has been 
duly received, and considered with the attention its im- 
portance demands. 

While wo feel gratified with the fact that, on some 
of tho points of inquiry proposed by us, your answers 
have been definite, we aro compelled to add that they 
havonot been in every instance, satisfactory* 
" Wo'havo -thought it our duty to elate this, and to 
specify the particulars to which we allude. 

Before attempting this, it may be proper to remark 
that our inquiries respected the Society, and not its in- 
dividual member*. The very fact that conflicting views 
had been taken of the principles and tendencies of the 
Society, by different members, gave rise to tho inqut* 
lies proposed by us, and the directofcjecf was, to learn, 
'officially, tho views of tho Society itself. So far, 
.therefore, as your communication falls short of this, it 
Ifalla short of answering the ends we proposed. From 
the erasure's and interlineations in your letter, it would 
appear to Have been prepared with a view of obtain- 
ing for it that sanction of tho Board, which, from your 
postscript, wo regret to\pcrccivc, it was not in your 
power to obtain. Our regret is mainly founded on the 
conviction that a great and increasing demand, on tha 
part of public "sentiment, is pressing on the Board, 
continually, for an answer to these and similar ques- 

'tioos, now afloat in the community, a demand 'which 
riofhing short of an olfirial and explicit answer from 
tho Board, can either meet or satisfy. 




the condition of tho free people of color, embarrass- 
ments and difficulties, tending to depress them, some I 
of which you say, aro "independent of tho will of] 
man-'* "With our views of the oneness of the human 
family, their dependence on a common Creator and 
Parent; and the extent, perfection and immutable ob- 
ligation of the great law of love, wo find ourselves at 
a* loss 1 to Understand what difficulties can embarrass 
'any portion of the race, or prevent their improvement, 
'aside trora the Jransgression of that law, by tho free 
'exercise 6f tho " win of man." Nor can wo conceive 

of 
Jons 

— as a 

substitute fpjf conformity with it. Instead of seeking 
forBUchciwum^tanccs, therefore, wo should urge, by 
every m^Stmotivc, a conformity to the law of love, 
which rt vtfrketh*no ill to its neighbor." 

But not to dwell minutely on the preliminary pans 
of your letter, wo proceed to notice your answers to 
the questions propounded by us. 

In your answer to our first ouestion, wo cannot but 
perceive that wo are not only left without tho Svckty*s 
aiwwer to the question— a deficiency wo have already 
noticed, and which applies to your whole lettcr-r-but 
that wo are not informed by you that your own views 
of the Soeitty include the idea of its intending to "effact 
th© xiHunate and complete extinction of slavery in tht 




United States." Wo are only told what you conceive 
to be the views of certain individuals, more or less nu- 
merous, connected with tho Society. So that if the 
sanction of tho Board had been obtained, to the draft 
you seem to have prepared for that purpose, it would 
have been, not the expression of their oicu views, or of 
those of the Society u as suehf* but only their statement 
of the views they believed -to becntertained by "those . 
who formed the Society, and have mainly contributed 
to its support." Our question was not whether the 
Society affects tl by any coercive power the system of sla- 
very," but whether f( affects il, at all, throughout/ influ- 
encc exerted by it, for that purpose. And we observe 
the absence of any expression of opinion by you, that 
it does so. The statement of your own or others* opin- 
ions of its tendency (Ms short of an answer to ourqucs- 
tion. When called upon to support a Society, tho 
American public have been accustomed to inquire and 
learn what results the Society itself "as such" inttndsXo 
produce. This information you have not afforded us, 
as wecan perceive, in your answer to our first question. 
Your answer to our second question docs not, in our 
view, exactly meet the point intended by us, Tho 
ouestion was not, what operations promised most for 
the cause of emancipation, but whether tho coloniza- 
tion scheme was considered adequate, of itself to effect 
that object, "The leading fnends of tho Society," 
you say, believe "this end will bjt accomplished" if the 
Society is duly supported. How, or by what mean*, 
does not clearly appear. Perhaps the answer is part- 
ly merged in the one next following. 

Under this item — the third — it gives us pleasure to 
perceive that, although our question is not directly an- 
swered, you accord to your fellow citizens tho right of 
seeking the pood of the colored people, through vthtr 
instrumentalities than those of the Colonization Socie- 
ty, without any censure for tli? exercise of tho right of 
private judgment, in tho discharge of their duties, — 
This, we regret to say, has not always been done, by 
the agents and friends of your Society, who have not 
always refrained from casting upon the adyocalcs of 
direct emancipation the same opprobrious epithets of 
"fire brand" and "incendiary" that are heaped upon 
them by the open advocates of slavery. And where 
this has not been done, we have frequently noticed tho 
public expression of sentiments in favor of your Socie- 
ty, entirely precluding and denying the possibility of 
any other mode of benefitting the colored people. At 
a recent Colonization Meeting in this city, conducted 
by Mr. Finlcy and others, tho following resolution waa 
adopted ; 

"Resolved, That in view of the facta that have been 
presented to this meeting, the scheme of the American 
Colonization Society presents the only practicable and 
rational plan for the improvement of the moral condi- 
tion of the people of color ulrcady free in tho U. States, 
and the only hope which tho philanthropist and chris- 
tian can safelv indulge for the ultimate abolition of 
slavery in the United State*,?' 

If this resolution was not designed to express n cen- 
sure on all attemr»s at direct emancipation, without 
colonization, we do not perceive for what purpose it 
was penned and adoplea, 1 * 1 To the Bpirit of such pro- 

* This agrees with tho sentiment expressed by Mr- 
Harrison, of Virginia, vide his speech in the 11th Annual 
Report of the Society — in which lie says— 

" The Society has reiterated the declaration that it has 
no ulterior views, diverse from the object avowed in the 
constitution ; and having declared that it in in nowise allied 
to any Abolition Society in America or elsewhere, is ready, 
whenever there is noed, to txzs a cepiujie ufoh iucm 
Societies tx America." 
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eecdmga, jour letter presents a contrast, at once, hon- 
orable to your own feelings, and gratifying to our*. 

Your reply to our fourth question, strikes the eye, at first 
glance, as "entirely explicit, ami satisfactory. But on a 
moment 1 * reflection, -and especially on comparing it with 
other parts of your letter, difficulties are seen to present 
themselves, and in attempting to solve them, we are led to 
the conclusion that our first impression of its import was 
not a correct one. That first impression war, that ihe So- 
ciety, having ultimate emancipation in view, as one of its 
prominent objects, was too liberal in its policy to insist thai 
expatriation from their nalivo soil was to be made the sine 
qua non of the emancipation of the enslaved. This was 
the answer sought by us, this we hoped to obtain and, at 
first glance, supposed we had obta : ncd, at least, on behalf 
of the ^leading friends* ofthe Society, if not from "the So- 
ciety as such. 11 Bui on examining tho viows of Gen. Har- 
per, that "leading friend ofthe Society/' whom you had quo- 
ted to prove that its "ablest defenders'' (not the "Society as 
such*) were in favor of emancipation, wo wercmct with his 
opinion that "this creat end is to bo obtained in no otiieu 
iray than by a p\^n of universal colonization/ 1 The 
whole amount of evidence furnished by you, therefore, to 
prove that "the leading friends" of the Society arc in favor 
of emancipation, at aM, is equally in point to provo that that 
emancipation is to be extended "in no other way 11 than by 
^universal colqnization",! On what grounrts t therefor*', you 
could say that ( 'the principles and plans ofthe Society did 
not involve the position that expatriation was to be made 
tho Mine qua non of emancipation, wo did not readily per- 
ceive. Tho two statements seemed to contradict each 
other in direct terms. But on arc-cxamin.ilion, it occurs 
to us that your answer to this question, contrary to the 
ecope ofthe other answer, plainly respects the "Society as 
sucftj" in distinction from its " leading friends." And the 
import ofthe information communicated by you, ifwo right- 
ly understand n, amounts lo this: — That u the Society ax 
such 11 does not append tho condition of expatriation in anj 
contemplated emancipation,simply because "the Society as 
such* 1 (as you had previously informed us) has no such 
subject as emancipation in tin viow, or under its considera- 
tion, f At the same lime— and we arc pained to notice tho 
fact — we are as plainly assured by your letter that thoso 
"leading friends" ofthe Society, whose views you suem.for 
the most part, to treat as of more importance to tho com- 
munity than (hose of "the Society as sucA," "friends" of| 
whose views you havo named to us Gen. Harper as one of j 
the "ablest defenders,* 1 do expressly declare that cmanci- 1 
pation is "to be attained in no other way than ry a plan of 
yniversat colonisation. Against this doctr nc of suspending 
emancipation upon the contingency or condition of expa- 
triation, we Jcel bound to protest;— because, 

Wo believe " That every man has a rignt to reside in 
his native country* if ho ehooscs, and that every man's na- 
tive country is tha counlry in which he was born ! 

That no man's right to freedom is suspended upon, or 
taken away by, his dvsire to remain in his native country. 

That to make a removal from one's native country, a sine 
qua non of setting Jhimyrr*, when held in involuntary 6 on- 
dagty is the climaxof moral absurdity. Because, 

It is an offer to restore an unalienable rig Af,on condition 
of being permitted to restrain tho exercise of that right) in 
one of its most fundamental and essential particulars. 
Jtt <&titsfrecdom t on condition thatfreedora of choice shall 

tSeo African Repository, January 1833. — The avow- 
ed object of our Society is clearly expressed in the second 
article of its constitution. .'TJia object to which its atten- 
tion is to be exclusively directed, is to promote and execute 
a plan for the colonizing (with their consent) tho free peo- 
ple of cojor residing in our country, in Africa or such other 
place as Congress shall deem mo'fct expedient.' The con- 
stitution of our Society is as clear of all words about slavey 
and slavery, as is the constitution of the Air^rican Bible or 
American Tract Society. There is not a word in our con- 
stitution, that dhows any design on our part to benefit tho 
slave. It confines its scope to another class of our fellow 
men— and to roquiro from our Society any direct efforts in 
behalf <*f slaver, would bs to require us to violata our con- 
vtHmioi." 



notc/cist; that the person made Jtm, shall not remain wiser* , 
he cfroo«*,and reside where hcpleasts. 

It offers to discharge a dutu y by the perpetration of art 
act at injustice : to make rcUilution by a new aggrtssion ,* 
io do nghtj with a reservation of the privilugo of doing 
wrong . n 

In fact, the doctrine seems so monstrous and absurd, that 
wo cannot wonder at the promptness and apparent ph attiro 
wiih which vou disclaimed it, on brj'.alf of the •'Society as 
^uch: 11 though wo cannot but admire the ingenuity which 
shifts responsibility from the. Society "us such*' to tho Mcad- 
ing members," or ucc versa, as tho occasion requires. Wo 
should like lulearn by what casuistry tho Socirty^as juch 11 
can cl.iim snnporton the credit ofthe purposes of emanci- 
pation cherished — not by i/«//^-but by its heading friend*** 
— while at the same time, the motfr, condition and nature of 
that emancipation arc so evidently unjust, self contradictory 
and absurd, tjiai tbc Society "as such" dares not risk the 
odium of avowing it, but throws it back upon its "leading 
friends." 

We now come to a consideration" of your answer to our 
fifth and last inquiry. Tins answer is sufficiently clear, di~ 
reel and explicit. It embodies, as wo conceive, in sub- 
stance, an answer to one ofthe main questions proposed to 
you by Rev. S_ S, Jocelyn, of New Haven, a question lo 
which your response lo thatc^ntleman, more than a year 
ago, contained no answer. From that moment lo the pre- 
sent, an intense and increasing interest has been felt on tho 
subject, and the creat inquiry has been— what part will the 
Cofonization.Sociely take in deporting the free people of 
color, should they be driven off without their comcnt, or 
(which amounts to the same lliinp) by persecutions which 
should render their longer residence, in the land of their 
nativity, impracticable. To this inquiry your letter furnishes 
an answe- of no ordinary import, and the entire American 
people, wc conceive, are called upon, by every considera- 
tion of dun*, lo examine carefully Tts character. 

You plainly exprcsa the sentiment that "religion and hu- 
manity vtili alike dictate 11 to the Colonization Society the 
duly of assisting in the remova' of tho free people of coJor 
from their native land, in case "the enactments ofthe State 
governments should deny them the right of a continued re- 
sidence within their jurisdiction." 

Tho manner in which you have expressed this sentiment 
mighi render it somewhat plausible to persons unacquaint- 
ed with the prominent facts of tho case To such persons, 
iho impression would be that the benevolent assistants of 
tho colored people, in facilitating their escape from barba- 
ious and relentless persecution, were a class of persons not 1 
only entirely distinct from the pet a ecu tors themselves, and 
unconnected with them in plan* and operations, but actually 
opposed to that persecution, doing all in their power topre* 
vent it, remonstrating against it, and assisting to remove 
the unoffending sufferers from then native land, only when 
they found themselves unable to procure for thorn the object 
of thoir paramount choice, tho enjoyment of their rights, by 
their own firesides, and on their own native soil. All this 
must certainly bo presupposed, and included in the picture 
of iho assistant* of removal, in order to invest that picturo 
with any of the lineaments of "religion and humanity," 

i Jut what are the facts 7 The proposed assistants of this 
removal are, the Colonization Society u as such," and ]U 
"leading frionds" — the firmer recognizing no principles in 
respect to the freedom of colored perrons, the latter suspend* 
ing that freedom on the condition of expatriation ; a posi- 
tion which implicitly deports the fice people of color, in the 
outset, or else re-enslavcs ihern. Tnis "Society as such 1 * 
and its "loading friends" are in the midst of those, from whom 
tho persecution of the colored people is expected and by 
whom it is threatened. They raise no voice against it.— 
A large portion ofthe members ofthe Colonization Socie- 
ty arc holders of slaves. Tho constitution of the Society 
mentions only tho removal of free peoplo of color. By 
somoofils tlavo holding members and friends, its opera* 
tions have been openly urged on tho ground of their render* 
ing slavu properly more valuable ana secure by tho removal 
of iho free. These arguments havo been assigned a place 
among the documents of iho Sociely, "as such." From 
the State Legislatures alone can the despotic mandates; 
issue, that shall deport the free people of color without their 
consent, and in aaocrdanee with the forms of law* Frogs 
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fticio tame State Leg ulaturet does the Society scsk and! 
obtain funds for the purpose of carrying op it* operations, I 
In the Legislature of Virginia, 'in making this oppropria-l 
lion, no provision is mad o for emancipation: on the con- 1 
irary, it is especially piovidcd that the i'«nds are not to be I 
used in removing slaves hereafter ttbratetU So that the] 
funds of this benevolent Society, to *horn 41 humanity and] 
religion" dictate the duty of assisting the free people of I 
color in escaping from unprecedented persecution, are to be j 
fijrnisbed by the persecutors themselves! Rare intercourse I 
•of despotism and philanthropy I Further, sumo of the I 
membem and ^lending friends* 1 of the Colonization Society! 
are likewise members and "leading friends," if \\u mistake] 
not, of the Stale Legislatures, in whicljjhe.su measures 
have been agitated. Nnlunlyso: ihcrt&u measures, thel 
deporting oltho free people of color, and the making appro*} 
nriations for the funds of the Colonization Society* have I 
been simultaneously urged in thu Legislature of Virginia,! 
-by the same class of persona, and in evident reference to I 
their being different parts of the same plan of operations,! 
the ono being the adoption of a desirable measure, and the I 
other tho means of carrying it into effect. In deporting! 
the free people of color without their consent, in cade it 
should bo literally accomplished under legislative enact- 1 
-ments for tho express purpose, the legislature would only 
•carry into practical application the principle laid down by I 
Gen. Harper, one of the Society's ** ablest defenders" in I 
die very passage you havo quoted to prove that the (l lead*] 
^ng friends" of the Society are in favor of ultimate emanci- 
pation. Mark his words. " This great end [emancipa-j 
lion] is to be attained in no diher way than by a plan of 
universal colonization, founded on the consent of the slave 
holders and of the colonists themselves," The plain prin-l 
ciplc- is, that in order to be free, the people of color must I 
-leave the country* If they will consent to go, and if their 
Snorters will permit them, they can be frco, but not other- 1 
wise. Tho principle, if sound and defensible, applies tol 
tho whole race, to those who are now free, as well a* to! 
those remaining in bondage. For if the present number of] 
free colored persons can remain in this country, then any] 
'other number can do tho name, and the principle of Gen. I 
Harper is overthrown* It it* plain, therefore, that in de-| 
^porting tho free people of color without their content, or on 
tpcnalty of reducing them again to slavery, tho Legislature! 
'of Virginia would only act out thu principle laid down by] 
'one oft ho Society's "ablest defenders" in the very para- 
graph quoted by its Secretary to prove the benevolent pur- 
poses of its "leading friends. If the compulsory clause all 
Hirst proposed was not adopted, the only reason seems to 
•have boon tho consideration of tho fact, stated by a member 
'in open debate, that flogging* mobbing, and personal ill- 
treatment could bo tnrtdo couully effectual with a legal co- 
ercion.* This member indeed preferred tho more honor- 1 
\!bic course of open, legal coercion, and repeated his un- 
contradicted assertion that compulsion, in some form, was 
■universally contemplated, Sucn was the Legislative ap» 
toropriation to the funds of tho Society, for which " leading 
nVicnds^if not the " Society as such, have returned their 
0 »o arty thanks, and have held it up to the emulation of the| 

Iiublic at large, as a noble and generous donation to their, 
>cnovoIcnt institution . 
■Hero we have several remark ablo items. Let us 
toelcct and arrango a few of them. 

1* A ben*vnlAnt Society, in aid of the free people 
4»Fcolor. 

"B. Its solicitation of fund 1 ! from tho people, and from 
*\hc States. 

3* Tho appropriation of funds to tho Society, from 
the slave holding States, carefully guarded against aid- 
dng emancipation. 
. 4- In ( connexion witli this appropriation, a threat to 
deport the free people of color, either openly or covert- 
ly, by'lusnl compulsion or by personal persecution: 
and this threat based on a principle laid down by one 
of the "ablest defenders" of tho Society, a principle 

* This consideration appears the more striking when wo 
remember that testimony of colored persons against while 
.perfonsi* not received in courts ofjusticc. 



[quoted by the Secretary to prove the philanthropy of 
its "lcadingfricnds." 

I 5. No remonstrance by the "Society as such," or by 
its "leading friends," against the persecution. On tho 
contrary — 

6. Grateful acknowledgements of tho appropriation 
I — encomiums on the liberality of tho bequest 

7. A declaration by the Secretary of the Society that 
in case the threat of persecution goes into effect, either 

Iby legal enactments or other operations, it will bo *\ 

[noble charity, on the part of the Society, urged upon 
them by "humanity and religion" to employ theeo 
funds, so nobly furnished by tbo persecutors them- 
selves, to remove their unhappy victims from tho reach 

lof their own further unchristian and intolerable perse- 

icutiotis! In otherwords — ■ 

8. TJic "Society as such," by acting as a board of 
ways and means for Virginia, enabling her to carry 
her persecutions into effect, will thereby obey tho "dic- 
tates of humanity and religion." 

I 9. The Legislature of Virginia iUelf (as well itmay) 
] comes in for an equal share in the glory of tho philan- 
jthropy of carrying on its own persecutions, and finds 
(the claim allowed by the "leading friends" ofthe So- 
1 ciety. 

10. The Society constantly appealing to the friends 
I of "religion and humanity" at the North, who condemn 
Ithis^work of persecution, to assist the operations of the 
[Society, by contributions to its funds. 
I Suppose a Colonization Society should be forrnediin 
[Georgia, for colonizing, with their own consent, *£fee 
[Cherokees, beyond the Mississippi. Suppose a largo 

[portion of the members to bo claimants of the gold 
I mines and lands of the Cherokees. Suppose the mem- 
bers and leading friends of tins Society, by holding 
seats,or exerting influence in tho Legislatures ofGeor- 
Igia and ofthe United States, should first obtain nppro~ 
Ipriations of funds for carrying the purposes of tho So- 
ciety into effect* Suppose, in the very act of making 
I these appropriations, it should be proposed in these 
Legislatures, to forbid the Cherokees the right of a 
[continued residence on the territory they now occupy. 
{Suppose the compulsory clause should be stricken out, 
[merely on -the suggestion that private, unauthorized 
I persecution might he made to answer the purpose just 
as well. Suppose, in the mean time, it were undep- 
| stood that cither by private persecution unchecked by 
[law, or by legal provision itself, tho Cherokees must 
and "would be driven into a compliance with the offer 
I of tho "Society as such" to remove them. Suppose it 
1 should claim that "religion and humanity" required 
J them to as jisi the Cherokees in their removal. Sup- 
I pose it should laud the Legislatures for the benevolent 
appropriation, and appeal to tho friends of the Chero- 
kees throughout the country to assist it by their dona- 
{lions. What, under such circumstances, wo . ask, 
would bo Thought of tho Society, and of its appeal 7 — 
I And wo ask wherein the claims of tho Colonization 
I Society, as stated in your letter, can bo shown to stand 
I on a better foundation ? 

1 t That we havo not mis-stated or mistaken your Ben- 
timcnts on^lho 'subject ofthe removal, at all events, of 
the free people of color, is made evident to ourntinns, 

J by a recurrence to tho sentiments expressed by you, 
more than three years ago, in Borne editorial remarks 

Ion the speech of Henry Clay, Vide African Reposi- 
tory for March, 1830, page 20, wherein you Bay — 
" Thither li. e. toAfncapet them bo driven, if they 

(must bo expelled, and there they will bo prosperous 

land happy." 

I Wo will not insult your understanding, sir, with 
[any labored attempt to* prove to you that the descend- 



ants of African parents, born in Una country, have as 
pood a claim to a residence in it, as the descendants oi 
English, German, Danish, Scotch or Irish parents. — 
You will not attempt to prove that every native color- 
ed person you meet in the streets, has not the same 
right to remain in this, his native land, that you and 
to have. Assuming this as an i neon trover table truth, 
wo hold it self-evident that they have as good a right 
to deport ug to Europe, under pretext that tktrt wc 
shall DC M prosperous and happy," as we have to de- 
port them to Africa, on a similar plea. 

Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. The people of 
this country are fast preparing to form the Fame judg- 




pediency 

Justice will bo found to be the only true expediency. 

Whatever then may he the "abstract" merits of col- 
onization, whatever pood might be done to Africa, and 
to our own country, by its proper pi osccution, on just 
and christian principles, you will ahW us to say that, 
with our present views of truth and duty, we cannot 
conscientiouslv support the American Colonization 
Society 4, os such" until its "leading friendB'* shall ad- 
vocate its claim* on purer principles, and mark out for 
U a path that shall run parallel to thtt Divine require- 
ments, the principles of immutable justice, and the 
genius of our free institutions. 

In conclusion, we do most earnestly beseech the 
Secretary, managers and members of the Colonization 
Society, to weigh \yell the positions of your letter, on 
which wo have remarked, especially that relating to 
the removal of the free people of color. In the same 
paragraph we find you declaring that the Society canr 
not violate its constitution, which you quote as saying 
that Us object shall be the removal of the free people of 
color, with tttcir own consent ; and yet declaring that in 
case of ony stress of circumstanccs,including that of be- 
ing expelled by the State governments, "religion and 
humanity" will dictate to the Society to assist in their 
romoval. We ask whether it is the Utter or tho spirit 
gf its constitution that should bind the Society 7 And, 
since neither ** the Society as such," nor its "leading 
friends" as individuals, "havo any possible means of 
forcing the free people of color to remove, except thro* 
the power of the States, cither regularly or irregularly 
exercised, wo ask how the Society can violate that 
clause ofits constitution which you have with so much 
solemnity repeated, in any other way than by doing 
the very thing which you have, in the same paragraph, 
declared that "religion and humanity" would require 
it to do ? Wo ask what it was that the Society pro- 
raised > in this clause ofits constitution 7 What is it 
that you promise, when you say that tho Society will 
not violate it? What do tho Society "as such" and 
its "leading friends" wish to have tho christian public 
Understand, when they say their object is to remove 
the free people of color with their men consent ? Do 
they merely inform then? of the fact, which all the 
world know before, that "the Society, as sttckj* would 
not, and could not compel their compliance 7 Was it 
necessary, in thooutset,fbrthe philanthropic and pious 
founders of the Society, at a period when no one ques- 
tioned the purity of their motives, and ere the accusa- 
tions of opposers had placed thorn on the defensive, 
was it then necessary, wo lisk, has it since been, or is 
it now necessary for the Society *'as such" and its 
^'loading friends" solemnly to aver before tho Ameri- 
can people that they will neither attempt to legislate 
nor kidnap the free colored people out of the country 
bv their legal enactments or thtlr forcible abductions, 
Wp think not Conjcfjucrillv, wo think that if tho 



clause of the constitution, and your assurance of its 
inviolability, express any tiling, or amount to any 
thing, of any real and tangible practical utility, they 
declare that if comvtdsion xs used toward the colored 
people, cither directly or indirectly, legally or illegally,, 
by any who have the power and the injustice to do it, 
tofurcc their removal, then the Society will have no 
hand in the removal. If this is not tho meaning, wo 
sec no »neanin2 worth expressing, nay, none that doca 
not necessarily deceive and mislead the community.— 
Any tiling short of this would bo a mere nullity. But 
if lliis is the meaning, then the Society cannot act tho 
part which you have declared "religion and humanity" 
to require of it, without a violution ofits constitution. 

In a word — the Society cilher is t or is nof, prohibit* 
cd by its constitution from taking any part in the re- 
moval of the free people of color in case of their forci- 
ble or compulsory ejectment. If it is»c£, then the pub* 
lie in general, as wc conceive, have been, all along, 
misled, and do, to tlics present hour, mistake the Socie- 
ty's assurances on this point. Ifitu, then the course 
you have marked out for its future operations, would 
be a palnablc violation of those assurances and of its 
constitution. In either case, such a course, we con- 
ceive, would 'jo wrong in itself, not in accordance with 
the bcncvolcntprofessionsof the Society, and contrary 

to the expectations of tho great majority ofits support- 
ers who do not themselves hold slaves, and intend to 
retain them in bondage. 

The ejectment of tho free people of color, by an? 
manncrof compulsion, wc conceive to bo an act which 
would brin^ irretrievable disgrace and guilt upon the 
country. Until recently, wo are certain that such a 
proposition would have met with universal reprobation! 
Thisis evident from that clause in tho Constitution of 
your Society, to which wc have been attending. It is 
equally certain that no legislature of a State, much 
less an irregular body of men, would attempt so hold % 
measure without first moulding the public sentiment 
into a corresponding tone of feeling. What course 
of measures, we ask, could more directly tend to pro- 
duce that state of feeling, than tho formation of * 
benevolent society in aid of tho colored people whoio 
"leading friends*' should take for granted the impossi- 
bility of thcirfreedom and happiness without a removal 
from the country 7 In what language could the un* 
righteous principle of denyingfreedora to col ate d peo* 
pie in this country,, (which amounts to the a*mo thing 
as demanding the expulsion of those already free) bo 
more effectually, and yet more plausibly inculcated 
than in those very words of Gen. Harper you have 
with so much approbation ouotcd toes? And should 
an impartial posterity look Lack and sco the advocacy 
of such principles by tho "ablest defenders" of your 
Society, followed up by such a corresponding Icgjsla* 
tion as that adopted and threatened by Virginia, and 
then carried into execution by the instrumentality of 
your Society, with funds received by it as a benevolent 
donation from Virginia, how, wc ask, will that poster* 
ity he able to pass sentence of condemnation on tho 
injustico and tyranny of tho state, and yet hold thie 
Society not only guiltless, but praise worthy, in assist* 
ing the victims of that oppression, in obedience to tho 
u dictates of religion and humanity"? 

ARTHUR TAPPAN, 
GEORGE BOURNE, 
WM, GOODELL, 
GEO- R. BARKER, 
S. P. HINES. 
H. R. PIEKCY, 
C. W. DENISON, 
THEODORE D. WELD, 
LEWIS T AFP AN. 
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Thq Commercial Advertiser and Slatert. — 
How easy it is for an editor to make himself ridicu- 
lous I Tlio Commercial Advertiser copies, with evi- 
dent marks of approbation, a letter from Norlu Caroli- 
na, containing euch sentiments as these:— 

u Jl determination not to mjfer the J Vet stales to inter- 
meddle in akt Uanntr, xolth the condilionof the slaves, 
unites in t he most perfect unanimity, every political par* 
ty 9 r.VfcRi REMOious s^ct, every ctazs of society, in the 
slave holding states."' 

The some writer, after awcliing with the immensi- 
ty of his windy patriotism, suys, 
"IfoDe the union withanunsurpassablo affection; lan- 
guage cannot cypress the strength of it: * * * 
but tamer tkansujfcr thcabDlitionist* to carry into execu- 
tion their plans t 1 ( too, wodld oo for a dissolution!" 

This, wesuppose, is sob rr t judicious reasoning! noth- 
ing "incendiary" — nothing "fanatical 1 ' in it! '1 he 

writer and tho approver of such jargon, arc by no 
mean* "infatuated agitators," 

Then we arc not to meddle with 1 the subject of sja- 
Tcry u is ami Manner" — neither by appeals to the 
patriotism, by exhortations to Immunity, by applica- 
tions of truth to the conscience! No — norevento pro- 
pose in Congress, that the scat of our republican gov- 
ernment the "temple of liberty/' may be purified from 
this crying abomination, under penalty of "a dissolu- 
tion of this unhm!" 

Is tho writer ignorant of the "plans*' of ^"aboli- 
tionists?" Or does his endorser know no belter, than 
to suppose the abolitionists havo other modes in con- 
templation, to touch the* subject of sjavery in tho states 
of this union, than by moral effort? Whutcvcr n>"} be 
caid of the writer, the edWorof tho Commercial Ad- 
vertiser does frnmo better. He knows that tho idea of 
coercion has never been indulged by the veriest "/an- 
atic 1 * in the ranks of tho abolitionists. Even Garrison, 
whose name is as troublesome io slave holders and 
Apologists aa wis the ghost to Humlet, never uttered 
jiuch a sentiment. 

What, then, the >:adcr may ask, could have indu- 
ced tho editor of that Journal, to give place to &ueh a 
letter? This single 8cntcnce,which he publishes in Ital- 
ics, and is particularly deserving of note : — lC3*"Thc 
Colonization Society is operating a great change in pub' 
tic opinion, here — it is gaining the confidence or tiie 
WUAL.C sootii!" 

Query. — If the people of the free slates are not to 
touch,"iw ant manner," the subject of slavery; and if 
the colonization society "is gaining the confidence of 
the whole south,"— in what light can "tho South" 
look upon that society ? 



Debate on Colonization. — Tho Journal of Com- 
merce has at longth published what is called the "dis- 
cussion" on tho principles of colonization and cmaiv- 
aipation, which took place on tno 9th of May between 
Mr, Finley and Mr. Jocolyn. As the apooches have 
fceon wfurfby tho speaker*, they have probably cut 



off such parts as they thought calculated to do less good 
than harm to the cause which they respectively advo- 
cated, Wc cannot otherwise account for the groat 
difference in tho length of the gentlemen's remarks, as 
published, seeing both occupied about the same time 

— especially as We well- recollect eome things which 
are omitted. 

We regret exceedingly that tho speeches' were not 

permitted to meet tho eye as* they were thrown upoh* 
the ear; 

Vermont IVatchmah and* Stale Gazette vs. The Libera-- 
tor. — Tho Watchman and Gazette of the 10th insC- 
publishes an article headed "Character of Georgo 
Washington," which ifrfaldcly chorges to tho Libera-" 
tor, and which it takes pains to assure its readers' ih 
endorsed by the New England- Anti-SlaYcry Society, 

Tho writer of this, is a member of the Now Eng- 
land Ami-Slavery Society and- a constant reader of 
the Liberator, as well as of tho Watchman and Ga* 
actio; and ho can assure tho cditorof the latter, that 
if he has no better way of supporting tho Coloniza- 
tion Society, than by crediting articles to the former 
which toerc never in it, that ho may show hisindigna- 
tion against such sentiments, — ho had better wait for 
*more light*"' 

"No PonuE." — At the colonization mbotingrcccnt- 
ly'Ii-M in this city, a species of forco was contempla- 
tcd'which is Worth a passing notice. During tho ex- 
citement created by tho stamping or feet and clapping 
of hands, among the eolomzationists, an attempt was 
mado to send forward to the eminence occupied by the 
speakers, one of tho native Africans taken to the meet- 
ing for special purposes. He refused to go — fearing 
there were some Spaniards, who are known to be ex- 
tensively en;a<;ed in the slave trado— among hiswhite 
friends. The individual who had him in charge forthe 
colonization isU, threatened to punish hhn for his tardi- 
ness by the application, of the ropel' A colored man 

standing by, remonstrated ; when tho following con- 
vcrsaiion ensued; 

American, You must not strike him here. Ho is 
among freemen ; who do not believe in such a use of 
iho rope. 

Keeper, * * * + + I will strike him. Ho is under 
my charge ; and I havo authority to do with him as I 
sec fit. 

*tfmer. Strike him, for such a cause, if you dare. A 
hundred hands will bo raised in his defence, 

[The boy utterly refuses to go— and iho keeper is 
forced to desist,] 

This is a smalt sample of the "willingness" with 
which colonization measures are mot by colored men 
We have other instances more immed iately in point 
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CLARBKSON'S THOUGHTS, ik*> 



In examining a period comprehending the 
last forty years, X field no less than nix or seven 
'instances of the emancipation of African slaves 
in bodies. The first of these cases occurred at 
ahc close of the first American war. A number 
of slaves had.runaway from their North Ameri- 
can masters and joined ihe British army. When 
peace came, the British government did not 
know what to do with them. Their services 
were no longer wanted. To leave them behind 
to fall agaiu in the power of their masters would 
have been great cruelty as well as injustice; and 
as to taking them to England, what could have 
been done with thera there? It was at length 
determined to give them their liberty^ and to 
disband them in Nova Scotia, and to settle 
them there upon grants of land as British 
*ulyects and as Jree men. The Nova Scotinns, 
on learning'thcir destination, were alarmed. — 

They could not bear the thought of having such 
u number of black persons among them, and 
naiticularlyas these understood the use of arms. 
The government, however, persevering in its 
original intention, they were conveyed to Hali- 
fax, aud distributed from thence into the coun- 
itry* Their number, comprehending men, wo- 
men, and children, were two thousand und up- 
vwards. To gain their livelihood, some of them 
worked upon little p on ions of land of their own; 
others worked as carpenters; others became fish- 
ermen; and others worked for hire in other 
ways. In process of time they raised places of 
worship of thetr own, and hud ministers of their 
-own from their owa.bodv. They led a harm- 
less life, aud gained the character of an industri- 
ous and honest people from their white neigh- 
bors. A few years afterwards the land in Nova 
Scotia being found. too poor to answer, and Mu 
climate too cold for their constitutions, anumber 
-of them, to the amount of between thirteen and 
fourteen hundred, volunteered >to form a new 
colony, which was then first thought of, at Si- 
erra Leone. Accordingly, having heenconvey- 
ed there, they realized the, object in view; and 
.they are to be found there, they or theirdescend- 
ants, most of them in independent and some of 
them in affluent circumstances, at the present 
day. 

A second case may be taken from what oc- 
curred at the close of the second, or last Ameri- 
can war. It may be remembered that a large 
British and naval force, having on board a pow- 
erful land force, sailed in the year 1814, to make 
a descent on the coast of the southern Slates of 
America. The British army, when landed, 



marched to Washington, and 'burnt, most of H* 
public buildings. It was. engaged, also at differ* 
ent times with the American army in the field. 
During these expeditions, some hundreds of 
slaves in these parts joined the British standard 
by invitation. When the campaign wrs over, 
the same difficulty occurred about disposing of 
these as in the former case. It was detttrmined 
at length to ship them to Trinidad as fret la- 
borers. But here, that is, at Trinidad, at; objec- 
tion was started against receiving them, but on 
a different .ground from that which had been 
started in the similar case in Nova Scotia. The 
planters of Trinidad were sure that no free ne- 
groes would ever work, and therefore that the 
slaves in question would, if made free and set- 
tled among them, support themselves by plan* 
der. Sir Ralph Woodford, however, the gover- 
nor-of tlie island, resisted the outcry of lhe» 
prejudices. He received them into the island, 
und settled them where he supposed the experi- 
ment would be most safely made. The result 

has shown liis discernment. These very men, 
formerly slavesin the southern States of Ameri- 
ca, and afterwards emancipated in a body at 
.Trinidad, are now earning their own livelihood, 
and with so much industry and good oonduct 
that the calumnies originally spread against 
them have entirely died away, 

A third jcase may comprehend those negroes, 
who lately formed what we call our West In- 
dian black regiments. Some of these had been 
originally purchased in Africa, not as slaves bat 
recruits, and others in Jamaicv and elsewhere* 
They had all served as soldiers in the West In- 
dies. At length certain of these rcfiimentswere 
transported to SicrraLeonaand^lisb&tfdcd ibqre, 
and the individuals composing them received 
their discharge {is free wiai. This happened ifi 
the-spring of 1819. Many hundreds of tbsm 
were set at liberty at once upon this occasion,-^ 
Some of those xwere afterwards marched Into 
the interior, vhere they founded Waterloo, 
Hastings, and other villages. Others were ship- 
ped to the Isles de Loss, where they made settle- 
ments in like manner, Many^in botb>caaes. 
took with them their wives, which they baa 
brought from the West Indies, and others select- 
ed wives from the natives on the, spot. They 
were all settled upon grants given them by the 
Government. It up pears from accounts recei- 
ved from Sir Charles M'Carthy, to the governor 
of Sierra Leone, that they have conducted them- 
selves to his satisfaction, and that they wiH 
prove a valuable addition .to .that colony. 
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A fourth case may comprehend what we call 
the captured negroes in the colony now men- 
tioned. These are totally distinct from those 
either in the first nr in ihn last of the oases Which 
iiiMi Dei 11 in* nucmetl. Ilia well known that 
tii vw-re Utkt uui of siavu ships captured at 
cm r- 11L uhk-s Iri'tn the commencement -of ihe 
unoluum of ihe sUvu tr«>de to the present mo- 
ment* awd that on being landed they were made 
free. After having bi-en recruited in their health 
they were inarched in bodies into the interior, 
where they were taught to form villages and to 
cultivate land for themselves. They weresnatfe 
free as they were landed from the vessels, from 
fifty to two or three hundred at a time. They 
occupy at present twelve towns, in which they 
have both their .churches and their schools. — 
Regents Town having been one of the first es- 
tablished, containing about thirteen hundred 
souls, stands foremost in improvement, and has 
become a pattern for industry and good exam- 

file. The people there have now fallen entire- 
y into the habits of English society- They are 
decently and respectably dressed. They attend 
divine worship regularly. They exhibit an or- 
derly and moral conduct. In their town little 
shops are now beginning to make their appear- 
ance ; and their lands show the marks of extra- 
ordinary cultivation. Many of them, after hav- 
ing supplied their own wants Cor .the year, have 
a surplus produce in hand for the purchase of 
superfluities or comforts. 

Here then are four^c&ses of slaves, either Af- 
ricans or descendants of Africans, emancipated 
in considerable bodies at & time. T have kept 
them by themselves, because they are of a differ- 
ent complexion from those which I intend 
should follow. I shall now-reason upon them. 
Let me premise, however, that I shall consider 
the three first of the cases as one, so that the 
same reasoning will do fop all. They are alike 
indeed in their main features; and we must 
consider this as sufficient ; for to attend minute- 
ly to every shade of difference,* which may oc- 
cur in every case, would be Jo bewilder the rea- 
der, and to'swelt the size of my work unneces- 
sarily, or without conferring an adequate benefit 
to the controversy on either side. 

It will be said thea f for my reasoning will 
consist principally in a^werjpg objections on 
the present occasion} that the three first cases 
are not strictly analogous to that of our West 
Indian slaves, whose emancipation we are seek- 
ing. It will be contended, that theslavesinour 
West Indian colonies have been constantly in 
an abject and degraded slate. Their faculties 
are benumbed. They have contracted all the 
vices of slavery. Theyhayp become habitual 
thieves and liars. Their bosoms bum with re- 
venge against the whites. How then can per- 
sons in such a state be fit to receive their iree- 

* A pa/t of the black regiments wore bought in Africa 
as recruit*, and were not transported in slate ships, and 
juror under West India misters: but it was only a small 
part compared with the whole number in the 1hrt* eases. 



dom? The slaves, on the other hand, who are 
comprehended in the three cases above mention- 
ed, found in th^British army a school as it were, 
ItthichJiUed Uiem by degrees for making" a j^ood 
xue of their liberty. While they were there, 
■they were never out fthe reach of discipline! 
a.nd yet were daily lefi to themselves to act as 
free men. They obt ned also in this prepara- 
tory school some knowledge of the customs of 
civilized life. Tin y were in the habit also of 
mixing .familiarly wj h the while soldiers. — 
Hence, it wHl be said, they were in a state much 
mere favorable for undergoing a cliange in 
their condition than the West Indian slaves be- 
fore mentioned. I admit alt this. I admit the 
difference between the two situations, and also 
the preference which I myself should give to 
the one above the other on account of its desira- 
ble tendencies. But I never staled, that our 
Weet Indian slaves were to be emancipated 
suddenly^ but by degrees. I always, on the 
other hand, look it lor granted, that they were 
to have their preparctoiy school also. Nor 
must it be forgotten, as a comparison has been 
instituted* that if there was less danger in eman- 
cipating the other slaves, Because they had re- 
ceived something tike a preparatory education 
for the change, there was far more in another 
point of view, because they were alt acquainted 
With the use of arms. This is a consideration 
of great importance j but particularly when we 
consider the prejudices of ihe blades against th* 
whites; for would our West Indian planters be 
as npuch at their ease, as they now are, if their 
slaves had acquired a hnotctedge of the use of 
firmsjor would they think them on this account 
more or less fit for emancipation ? 

It will be said again, that the fourth case,con- 
dsting of the Sierra Leone captured negroes,, is 
not strictly analogous to the one in point. — 
These had probabfy been slaves but for a short 
tune. — say a few months, including the timo 
which elapsed between their reduction to slavery 
and their embarkation from Africa,and between 
this their embarkation and their capture upon 
the ocean- They had scarcely been slaves jvnen 
they were returned to the rank of free me\ — 
Little or no change therefore could have been 
effected in so short an interim in their disposi- 
tion and their character j and, as they were ne- 
ver carried to the West Indies, so they never 
could have contracted the b&d habits, or the de- 
gradation or vices, of the slavery there- It will 
be contended therefore, that they wore better, or 
less hazardous^ subjects for emancipation? than 
the slaves in pur colonics. I admit this objec- 
tion, and I give it its full weight. I admit it to 
be less hazardous to emancipate a new than an 
old slave. And yet the case pf the Sierra Leone 
captured negroes is a very strong one. They 
were all Africans, They were all slaves. They 
must have contracted as mortal a hatred of the 
whites from their sufferings on board ship by 
fetters, whips, and suffocation in the hold, as the 
West Indian from those, sex'eritles which are at- 



tacbed to their bondage upon shore. Under 
these circumstances then we find them viadtt 
free; but, observe, not after any preparatory 
discipline, but almost suddenly^ and not singly 
but in bodies at a time- We find them also ti- 
tled or made to live under ihe unnatural govern 
ment of the whites ; and, whit is more extraor- 
dinary, we find their present number, as com- 
pared with that of the whiles in the .same colo- 
ny, nearly as one hundred and fifty to one; 
notwithstanding which superiority, fresh cman 
cipations are constantly taking place, as fresh 
cargoes of the captured arrive in port 

It will be said, lastly, tint all the four cases 
put together prove nothing* They can give us 

nethinglikea positive assurancffAinl the Negro 
slaves in our colonies would pass through the 
ordeal of emancipation without danger to their 
masters or the community at large. Certainly 
not. Nor if these instances had been far more 
numerous than they are, could they, in this 
world ol accidents > have given us a moral cer- 
tainty of tliis. They afford us, however, a h*pe f 
that emancipation is practicable without diviger: 
for will any one pretend tos.iy, that we should 
have had as much reason for entertaining such a 
hope, if no sucfi instances had occurred j or 
that we should not have had reason to despair, 
if four such experiments had been made^ and if 
they had all faitedl They afford us gain ground 
for believing, that there is a peculiar softness, 
and plasticity, and pliability in the African 
character. This softness may he collected al- 
most every where from the Travels of Mr. Mun 
go Park, and has been noticed by other writers, 
who have contrasted it with the unbending fe- 
rocity of the North American Indians and oth- 
er tribes. But :f this be a feature in the Afri- 
can character, we may account fur the unifor- 
mity of the conduct of those African*, who were 
liberated on the several occasions above men- 
tioned, or for their yielding so uniformly to the 
impressions, which had been given them by 
their superiors, after they had been made free; 
and, if this be so, why should not our colonial 
slaves, if emancipated, conduct themselves in 
the same manner? Besides, I am not sure 
whether the good conduct of the liberated in 
these cases was not to be attributed in part to a 
sense of interest, when they cam^to know, tlvit 
their condition was to be improved. Self-inter- 
est is n leading principle with all who are born 
into the world ; and why is the Negro slave in 
our colonies to be shut out from this common 
feeling of our nature ? — Why is he to rise against 
his master, when he is informed that his condi- 
tion in to be bettcre i ? Did not the planters, as 
I have before related, dec 1 tc in the House of 
Commons in theye^r 1810, that their Negroes 
had then imbibed "the idea that they were to be 
made free, and that they were extremely rest* 
less on that account? But what was the cause 
of all this restlessness? Why, undoubtedly the 
thought of their emancipation was so interest- 
ing, or rather a matter of such exceedingly 



great joy to them, that they could not help think* 
ing and tallcing of it. And would not this hi! 
the case with our negroes at this moment, if 
such a prospect were to be set before them 7 But 
if they would be overjoyed at this prospect, is it 
likely they would cut the throats of those who 
should attempt to realize it? Would they not, 
on the other hand, be disposed to conduct them- 
selves equally well as the other African blavcs 
before mentioned, when they came to know, 
lhat they were immediately to b* prepared for 
the reception of this great blessing, the Jirst 
guarantee of which would be on imwtxtiateuwd 
living experience of butter laws and better treat- 
ment ? 

The fifth case may comprehend the slaves of 
St, Domingo as they were made free at differ- 
ent intervals in the course of the French Revo- 
lution, 

To do justice to this case, I must give a histo- 
ry of the different circumstanccsconnccted with 
it. It may be remembered, then, that when the 
French Revolution, which decreed equality of 
rights to all citizen*, had taken place, the free 
people of color of St. Domingo, many of whom 
were persons of large property and liberal edu- 
cation, petitioned the National Assembly, that 
they might enjoy the same political privileges 
as the Whites there. At length the subject of 
the petition was discussed, but not till the 8ih of 
March 179^, when the Assembly agreed upon a 
decree concerning it. The decree, however, 
was worded so ambiguously, that the two par- 
ties in Si. Domingo, the whites and the pwyple of 
co!or } interpreted i each of them in its own fa- 
vor. This difference of interpretation gave rise 
to animosities between them, and threeunimosi- 
tics were augmented by political parly-spirit, 
according as they wcie royalists or parhzans of 
tnc French Revolution, so\i a the disturbances 
took place and blond was shed. 

In the year 1791, the people of color petition- 
ed the Assembly again, but principally for an 
(explanation of the decree in question. On the 
IDlh May, the subject was taken into conside- 
ration, and the result was another decree in ex- 
plicit terms, which determined, that the peopln 
of color in all Urn French islands were entitled to 
all the rights of citizenship, provided they were 
ftora of free parents^ on both sides. The news 
of this decree had no sooner arrived at the Cape, 
than it produced an indignation almost amount- 
ing to ph rt;nsy amoiij! the whites. They di- 
rectly trampled under foot the national cock- 
ade, and with difficulty were prevented from 
seizing all the French merchant ships in the 
roads. After this the two partiesarmed against 
each other. Even camps began to be formed* 
Horrible massacres and conflagrations followed, 
the reports of which, when brought to the 
niothor-cnunlry. were so terrible, that the As* 
sembly abolished the decree in favor of the free 
people of color in the Fame year. 

In the year 1793, the news of the rescinding 
of the decree as now stated, produced, whtn it 
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reached St, Domiugo, as much irritation among 
the people of color, as the news of the passing 
of it had done among the whiter and hostilities 
were renewed between them, so that new battles, 
massacres, and burnings, took place. Suffice it 
to say^ that as soon as these 'events became 
known ;n France, the Conventional Assembly, 
which had then succeeded the Legislative, took 
them into consideration. Seeing, however, 
nothing hut difficulties and nu hopu of reconcil- 
iation on cither side, they knew not what other 
course to take than to do justice, whatever the 
consequences might be, Thry resolved, accor- 
dingly, in the month of April, that th? decree 
of 1791, which had been both made and rever- 
sed by the preceding Assembly imhe same year 
should stand gnud. They resumd therefore the 
people of color to the privileges which had been 
bsfore voted to them, and appointed Sanlhouax. 
Polverel, and another, to repair in person to St. 
Domingo, with alargi* body of troops, -mil to 
act tUete as commissioners, and, among other 
things, to enforce the decree and to keep the 
peace. 

In the year 1793, the same divisions and the 
same bad blood continuing, notwithstanding [he 
arrival or the commissioners, a very trivial mat- 
ter, viz. a quarrel between a mulatto and a white 
man (au officer in the French marine,) gave 
.rise to new disasters. This quarrel took place 
*>n'the 20th of June. On the same day the sea- 
men left their ship3 in the roads, and came on 
chore, and made common cause of the affair 
•with the white inhabitants of the town. On the 
H)ther side were opposed the mulattos and other 
people of color, and these were afterwards join- 
ed by some insurgent blacks- The battle lasted 
'nearly two days. During this lime the arsenal 
was taken nnd plundered, and some thousands 
were killed in the streets, and more than half 
the town was burnt. The commissioners, who 
were spectators of this horrible scene, and who 
ihad done all they could to restore peace, -esca- 
ped unhurt ; but they were left upon a heap of 
iruins, and with but little more power than the 
authority which their commission gave them. 
They had only about a thousand troops left in 
■th place They determined, therefore, under 
rthese circumstances, to call in the Negro Slaves 
■in the neighborhood to their assistance. The\ 
issued a proclamation in consequence, by which 
Wiey promised to give freedom to all the blacks 
nvho were witting to range themselves under the 
iKtnners of the republic. This was the first proc- 
lamation made by public authority for emanci- 
pating slaves in St. Domingo. It is usually 
■called the proclamation of Santhonax, though 
both commissioners hadahandin it; and some- 
times, in nllusion to the place where it was is- 
sued (the Cape,) the proclamation of the North. 
The resul*. of it was, thai a considerable num- 
Tjer of slaves came in and were enfranchised. 

Soon after this transaction Polverel left his 
colleague Santhonax at the Cape, and went in 
3iis capacity of commissioner to Port au Prince, 



the capital of the West. Here he found overy 
thing quiet, and cultivation in a flourishing state. 
From Port au Prince he visited Les Caycs; the 
capital of the South. He had not, however, 
been long there, before he found that the minds 
of the slaves began to be in an unsettled state. 
They had become acquainted with what had ta- 
ken place in the north, not only with the riots 
at the Cnpe,'bui the proclamation of Santhonax* 
Now this proclamation, though it sanctioned 
freedom only for a particular and temporary 
purpose, did not exclude it from any particular 
qu irter. The terms therefore appeared to be 
open to all who would accept them. Polverel, 
therefore, seeing the impression which it had 
begun to make upon the mmds of the slaves in 
the,<c parts, was convinced that emancipation 
could bu neither stopped nor retarded, and that 
it was absolutely necessary for the personal 
safety of the white planters^ that it should be ex- 
tended to tlhs whole island. He was so convin- 
ced of the necessity or this, that he drew up a 
proclamation without further delay to that ef- 
ftct^ and put it into circvlatio?i. He dated At 
from LesCayes. He exhorted the planters to 
patronize it. lie advised them, if they wished 
to avoid the most serious calamities, to concur 
themselves in the proposition of giving freedom 
to their slaves. He thi-n caused a register to he 
opened at the government house to receive the 
signatures of all those who should approve of 
his udvice. It was remarkable that nil the pro- 
rietors in these .parts inscribed their names in 
Hie book- He then caused a similar register to 
be opened at Port au Prince for Hie West. Here 
the same disposition was found to prevail. All 
the planter*, except one, gave in their signatures, 
They had become pretty generally convinced 
by this lime, that their own personal safety was 
connected with the measure. It may be pro- 
per to observe here, that the proclamation last 
mentioned, which preceded these registries, 
though it was the act of Pol vend alone, was 
sanctioned afterwards by Santhonax. It is, 
however, usually called the proclamation of 
Polverel orofLes Cayes. It can. e out in Sep- 
tember 1793. We may now add, that in the 
month of Fibruary 1794, the Conventional As- 
sembly of France, though probably ignorant of 
what the commissioners had now done, passed 
a decree for the abolition of slavery throughout 
the whole of the French colonies. Thus the 
government of the mother-country, without 
knowing it, confirmed freedom to those upon 
whom it had been bestgwed by the commission- 
ers. This decree put therefore the finishing 
stroke to the whole. It completed the eman- 
cipation of the whole slave population of St. Do- 
mingo. 

Having now given a concise history of the 
abolhiou of slavery in St, Domingo, I shall in- 
quire how those who were liberated on ihe» 
several occasions conducted ihcmsetves after Una 
change in their situation. It is of great impor- 
tance to us to know, whether they u*ed Iheir 
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ff eedom proporly, or whether they abused It. 

With respect to those emancipated by Sari* 
thonax in the North, we have nothing lo commu- 
nicate. They were made free for military pur- 
poses only; and we have no clu" whereby we 
enn find out what became of their* -iterwurds. 

With respect to those who were emancipated 
next in the South, and directly afterwards in 
the West, by the proclamation of Polverel, wc 
are enabled to give a very pleasing account. 
Fortunately for our views, Colonel Malenfant, 
who was resident in the island at the lime, has 
made us acquainted with their general conduct 
and character. His account, though short, is 

Indeed it is 
act or 

M . - „ . .„ - the ne- 

giOei remained quiet both in the South and in 
the West t and they continued to izork upon alt 
fhb'ptantatioris. There were estates, indeed, 
which had neither owners nor managers resi- 
dent n66n them, for some of these had been put 
into prison by Montbrun ; and others, fearing 
the sarafe fate, had fled to the quarter which iiad 
just bfien given up to the Kngiish. Yet upon 
these estates, though abandoned, the Negroes 
coTttintied ttteir labors, where there were any, 
evert Inferior, agents to guide them; and on 
thosri estates, where no white men were left 
td Afreet them, they betook themselves to the 
plating of provisions ; but upon alt the ptanta- 
lidhv where the Whiles resided, the Blacks con- 
ttntieU to labor as Quietly as before?' 1 A little 
further on in the work, ridiculing the notion en- 
tCTtaineti in, France, that the Negroes would 
not work wUhouteompuIsion. he takes occasion 
tojfltliide tb other Negroes, who had been libera- 
ted by tHe same proclamation, hut who were 
more immediately under his own eye and cog- 
nizancef. "If, " says he, "you will take care 
ndt tft speak to them of their return to slavery, 
bo'ttblktothem of their liberty, you may with 
this latter word chain them down to their labor. 
HotY^id Tousaint succeed 7 How did I suc- 
c<fd, also' before his time in the plain of the 
Col de SoCj and on the Plantation Gouraud, 
mttr* than eight months after liberty had been 
gfahted by Polverel) to the slaves 7 Let those 
who knew me at the lime, and even the blacks, 
themselves, be asked. They will reply that not 
alftngle Negro upon that plantation, consisting 
ofWorfilbAn four hundred and fifty laborers, 
refuted to itwrfc; and yet this plantation was 
Ihottjfmtobe under the worst discipline, and 
m * ayes most idle of any in the plain. I, my 
BcIP/ipspired the same activity into ihree oth- 
er plantations, or which I had the manage- 
ment." - 

Th* 'above account is far beyond any thinj? 
that conH have been expected. Indeed, it is 
. mfat gr atifying. We find that the liberated 

rtSZEPS Uf tf ri 1? * - P°U«qw *** Colonic et panic- 
uUsttmtnt d« ctUc fet, Domingo*, &c. Pari., 1814, Svo. 



Negroes, both in the South and Jf>jf, continued 
lo work upon their old plantations^ and for their 
old masters j that there was also a spirit of in- 
dustry among them ; that they gave no unea- 
siness to their employers j for they are de&cri- 
1 bed as continuing lo work as quietly as before. 
Such was the conduct of ihe Ntgrots for the 
first nine months of lhtir liberation, or up to ihe 
middle of 1794. Let us pursue the subject &nU 
see how they conducted themselves alter this 
period. 

During ihe year 1795 and part of 1706 I learn 
nothing about Hum ; .neither good, bad nor 
indifferent, though I have raiwackcd the French 
historians for this purpose. Had there howev- 
er, been any thing in the way of outrage I 
should have heard of it; and let me luke this 
opportunity of settingmy readers right, if, for 
want of knowing the dates of occurrences, they 
should have connected certain outrages^ which 
assuredly took place in St. Domingo, with the 
emancipation of the slaves. The great massa- 
cres and conflagrations, which have made so 
frightful a picture in the history of this unhap- 
py island, had been alt effected before the proc* 
lam Hons of Stanthonax and Polverel. They 
hnd all taken place in the days of slavery, or be- 
fore the year 1794, that is, before the great con- 
ventional decree of the mother country was 
known. They had been occasioned, too, not 
originally by the staves themselves, but by 
quarrels between the white and adored planters 1 
and between Ihe royalists mid the revolutionists , 
who, for the purpose of reeking their vegeance 
upon each other, called in the aid of their re- 
spective slaves ; and as to the insurgent Ne- 
groes of the North, who filled that part of the 
colony so often wilh terror and dismay, they 
were originally put in motion, according tu 
Malenfant, under the auspices of the royalists 
themselves, to strengthen their own cause, end 
to qui dawn the partizans of the French Revo- 
lution. When Jean Francois and Biassou 
commenced the insurrection, there were many 
white royalists with them, and the negroes were 
made to wear {he-white cockade. I repeat, then, 
that during the years 1795 and 1796, 1 can find 
nothing in ihe history of St, Domingo, where- 
with to reproach, the emancipated Negroes 
in theway of outrage*. There is every reason, 
on the other hand, to believe, that they con* 
ducted themselves, during this period, in as or- 
doily a manner as before. 
I come now to the latter part of ihe year 1790; 
and here happily a clue is furnished me, by 
which I have an opportunity of pursuing ray 
inquiry with pleasure. We shall nnd, that from 
this time there was no want of industry in those 
who had been emancipated, nor want of obedi- 
ence in them as hired servants : they maintain- 
ed, on the other hand, a respectable character. 
Let us appeal first to Malenfant- "The colony, 1 * 

•There wort occasionally mauraudjng partici from the 
mountain!, who pillaged the plaint; but thea* were the old 
iniurgtnfs, and not Ihe emancipated N>pw*. 
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says he*, "was fluurishiug under Touseatnt.— 
The whites lived happily und in peace upon their 
estates, and the Negroes continued to work for 
them-' 1 NowToussaint came into power, being 
general-in-chierof ihe armies of St. Domingo a, 
little before the end of the year 1730, and re- 
mained in power till the year 1602, or till the 
invasion of the island by the French cxpidition 
of Bonaparte under Lcclerc. Malenfant means 
therefore to state, that from the latter end ofj 
l79fl to 1802, a period of 6 years, the planters or 
farmers kepi possession of their estates ; thai 
they lived upon them, and that they lived upon 
them peaceably, that is, without interruption 
or disturbance from any one ; and, finally, that 
the Negroes though they had been set free, con- 
tinued to be their laborers. Can there bo any 
account more favorable to our views Mum this, 
after so sudden an emancipation. 

I may appeal next to General Lacroix, who 
published u his memoirs as a history of St. Do- 
mingo," at Paris, in 1819. He informs us, that 
when Sanihonux, who had been recalled to 
Vranceby the Government there, returned to 
the colony in 1796, "lie was astonished at the 
state in which he found it on his return." This, 

says Lacroixt, "was owing to TousMint, who, 
while he had succeeded in establishing perfect 
order ond discipline among the black troops, had 
succeeded also in making the black laborers re- 
turn to the plantations, there to resume the 
drudgery of cultivation." 

But the same author tells us, that in the next 
year (1797) the most wonderful progress had 
been made in agriculture. He uses these re- 
markable words: "The colony," says he}, 
"inarched, as by enchantment, towards its an- 
cient splendour; cultivation prospered j every 
day produced susceptible proofs of its progress. 
The city of the Cape and the plantations of] 
the North rose up again visibly to the eye. 11 — 
Now I am far from wishing to attribute all this 
wonderful improvement, this daily visible pro- 
gress inogriculture,to the mere act of the eman- 
cipation of the slaves in St. Domingo. I know 
that many other circumstances which I could 
specify, if I had room, contributed towards its 
growth; but I must be allowed to maintain, that 
unless the Negroes, who were made free, had 
done their part as laborer, both by working 
tegularly and industriously, and by obcyinuthe 

directions of their superintendents or masters, 
the colony could never have gone on, as relate 
to cultivation, with the rapidity described. 

The next witness to whom l shall appeal, is 
the estimable General Vincent, who now lives 
at Paris, though at an advanced age. Vin- 
cent was a colonel, and afterwards a general ofj 
brigade of artillery in St. Domingo. He was 
stationed there both during the lime ofSanlho- 
mix and Toussaint. He. was also a proirrietor 
of estates on the island. Ho was the man 
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who planned the renovation of its agricul- 
ture after the abolition of slavery, and one of the 
great instruments in bringing ittothe perfection 
mcutionci! by Lacroix. Jn the year 1601, he 
was called upon by Toussaini to repair to Paris, 
to lay before the Directory the new constitution 
which had been agreed upon in St Domingo. 
He obejed the summons. It happened that lie 
arrived in France just at the moment of the 

peace of Amiens ; here he found, to his inex- 
pressible surprise and grief, that Bonaparte was 
preparing an immense armament, to be com- 
manded bj'Leclerc, fur the purpose of restoring 
slavery in St. Domingo. He lost no time in 
seting the First Consul, and he had the courage 
to say at thisinterview, what, perhaps, no ottt- 
or man in France would have dared to say at 
this particular moment. Hp remonstrated 
against the expedition ; he told him to his face, 
that though the army destined for this purpose 
was composed of the brilliant conquerors of Eu- 
rope, it could do nothing in the Antilles. It 
would most assuredly bedeslroyed by the cli- 
mate of St, Domingo, even though it should be 
doubtful whether it would notbe destroyed by 
the Blacks. He staled as another argument 
against the expedition, that it was totally unne- 
cessary , therefore criminal j for that every 
thing was going on well in St. Domingo. The 
proprietors were in peaceable possession of 
their estates ; cultivation was making' a rapid 
progress; the Blacks were industrious and hap* 
py beyond example. He conjured hira, there* 
fure, in the name of humanity, not to reverse 
so beautiful a state of things. But, alas I his 
efforts were ineffectual. Thedie had been cast: 
and the only reward which he received from 
Bonaparte for his manly and faithful represent- 
ations was, banishment to the Isle of Elba* 

Having carried my examination into the con- 
duct of the negroes after their liberation in 1803, 
or to the invasion of the island by Leclerc, I 
mjust now leave a blank of nearly two years, 
or to the year 1804. It cannot be expected 
during a war, in which every man was called 
to arms to defend his own personal liberty and 
that of every individual of his family, that we 
should see plantations cultivated as quietly as, 
before, or even cultivated at all. But this was 
not the fault of the emancipated Negroes, but 
of their former masters. It was owing to the 
prejudices of the latter, that this frightful inva- 
sion took place ; prejudices, indeed, common to 
all planters, where slavery obtains, from the- 
very nature of their situation, and upon which 
I have made my observations in a former place* 
Accustomed to the use of arbitrary power, the 
could no longer brook the loss of their whip* 
Accustomed again to look down upon the Ne- 
proes as an inferior race of beings, or as the rep- 
tiles of the earth, they could not* bear, peacably 
as these had conducted . themselves, to come 
into that lamiliar contact with them as free la- 
borers, which the change of their situation re- 
quired. They considered them, too, as proper- 
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ty lost, but which was to be recovered. In an 
evil hour, they prevailed upon Uonaparte, by 
false representations and prouii-es of pecuniary 
support, to restore things to their former Mali". 
The hellish expedition at length arrived on ihe 
shores of St- lJomingo : — a *cene of bloud and 
torture followed, such as history had, never be- 
fore disclosed, and compared with which, tho' 
planned and executed by Whites*, till tho bar- 
barities said tohavebeen perpetrated by ihi± in- 
surgent Blacks of the North, amount eompar - 
lively to nothing. In littp, t tie French were 
driven from the island. Till that time, the 
olanters retained their property, and then it 
Vas, but not till then, thtit lliey lost their all; 
it cannot, therefore, be expected, as I have said 
before, that I should have any thing to say in 
favor of the industry or good order of the eman- 
cipated Negroes, during such a convulsive peri- 
od. 

In the year 181W, Dessalincs was proclaimed 
emperor of this line territory. Here I resume 
the thread of my history, (though it will bo hut 
for a moment,) in order that I may follow it to 
its end. In process of time, the black troop*, 
containing the negroes in question, were disband- 
ed, except such as were retained for the poace- 
cslablUhrneiu of the army. They, who were 
disbanded, returned to cultivation. As they 
were free when they became soldiers, so ihey 
continued to be free when they became laborer* 
again. From that time to this, there has been 
no want ol subordination or industry among 
them. They or their descendants are the pc: - 
pons by whom the plains and valleys of Sh Do- 
mingo VircstUI cultivated^ and they are reported 
to follow their occupations still, and with at; fair 
a character us oilier free laborers in any other 
quarter of ihe globe. 

We have now seen, that the emancipated ne- 
groes never abused their libcity, from ihe year 
1793 (the era of their general emancipation) to 
the present day, a period of thuty years. An 
important question then seems to force itself 
upon us: £ AVhat were the measures taken alter 
so frightful an event as that of emancipation, to 
secure the tranquility and order which has born 
described, or to secure the planters and the col- 
ony from ruin 7 J1 I am bound to answer this, if 
I can, were it only to gritify the emioMty of my 
reader? 1 , but mure particularly when 1 consider, 
that if emancipation should ever be in contem- 
plation in our own colonics, it will be desirable 
to have all the light possible upon that subject, 
and particularly of precedent or example. It 
appears then, that the two commUs- toners, San- 
thonax and Pnlvcrel, aware of the mischief 
which might attend their decrees, were obliged 
to take the best mi-azures they could devjhe to 
prevent it. One of their fir^t steps was to draw 



* The French wero not thp authors odcaim;; lo pirccs 
ihe Ncprwtis alive by UncxHiuumls or of ^iiffi>ca(i:iis them 
by hundreds at a time in Ihe lipids of or of drown- 

ing them (whole caryovs) by seuilUiij; ond binkioij ihu ves- 
sels ;— biit the planters* 



up a she t code of rules to bo observed tipon 
I he plantations. These rules were printed and 
made public. They were also ordered to be 
read aloud to all the negroes upon every estate 
for which purpose the latter were to be assent- 
bled at a particular hour once a week. The 
preamble to these regulations insisted upon the 
necessity of xcorkinfr^ without which every thing 
icuutttffo to rttiiu Among the articles, the two 
the most worthy of our notice were, that the la- 
borers were to be obliged lo biro themselves to 
their masters for not less than a year^ at the end 
of which (September) but not before^ they might, 
quit their service, and engage with others; and 
that they were lo receive a third purl of the pro- 
duce of the estate, as a recompense for their la- 
bor. These two were fundamental articles. As 
to the minor, they were not alike upon every 
estate. This code of the commissioners subsist-' 
cd for about three years. 

Toussainl, when he came into power, recon- 
sidered this subject, and adoplcd a code of rules 
of his own. His first object was to prevent op* 
prcssion on the part of the master or employer, 
and yet to secure obedience on the part of the 
laborer. Conceiving that there could be no lib- 
erty where any one man had the power of pun- 
ching another at his discretion, he took away 
from every master the use of the whip, and of 
the chain, and of every other instrument of ccr 
, reckon, either by himself or hi* own order; b 
look away, in fact, all power of arbitrary punish 
nient. Every master offending against this re j 
"illation was lo bcfcummuncd, on complaint by 
the laborer, before a magistrate or iulendant of 
police, m Im was to examine into the ease, and 
to act accordingly. Conceiving, on the other 
baud, iluit a just subordination ought to be kept 
up, and that, wherever delinquency occurred, 
jpunir-hinent ought to follow, he ordained, that 
[all laborers offending against the plantation lows, 
lor not performing lljeir contracts, should he 
[brought before the same magistrate or iulendant 

of police, who should examine them touching 
such delinquency, and decide as in lh<* former 
ease: thus he administered justice without re* 
sprct of persons. It must be noticed, that all 
punishments were to be executed by a civil offi- 
cer, a sort of public executioner, that they might 
he considered as punishments by the Stale. — 
Thus lie kept up discipline on the plantations, 
without lessening authority on the one hand, 
and without invading the liberty of individuals 
on the other. 

I Among his plantation offences Was idleness 
ton the part of the laborer. A man U na not to re- 
ceive wages from his master, and do nothing, — 
He was obliged to perform a reasonable quanti- 
ty of work, orbepunWud. Another offence 
was absence without leave, which was cousider- 

led as desertion. 

Tou^aiut dilfered from iheeommi^sioners, as 
to the length of time fur which laborers should 
( ng.'ge themselves m masters. He thought it 
unwise to allow the former, in the infancy of 
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their liberty, to'gef notions of change and ram- 
bling at the end of every year. He ordained, 
therefore, that they should be attached to the 
plantation , and made, though fret; htborer*, a 
sort of adscripti gtttxz for five year;?, 

Hu differed again, from the commissioners, us 
to the quantum of compensation for their labor. 
He thought one-third c'the produce too much, 
seeing that the planter intd another third to pay 
to the government. He ordered, therefoie, one- 
fourih to the laborer, but this was in the case 
only, where the laborer clothed and maintained 
himself: where he did not do thiv, he was enti- 
tled to a fourth only nominally, for out of this 
hia master was to make u redaction for board 
( and clothing. 

The above is ell I huve been able to collect of 
the code of Toussahil, which, under Ins auspi- 
ces, had the surprising effect of preserving tran- 
quility and order, and of keeping up a spirit of 
industry on the plantations of Si. Domingo, at a 
time when only idleness and auurrhy were to 
have been expected. It was in force when Le- 
clerc arrived with his invading army, and it 
continued in force, when the French army were 
beaten and negro-liberty confirmed. From 
Tonssainl it passed to Dcssalines,iind from De&* 
salines to Christophe and Potion, and I rum the 
two latter to Boycr ; and it is the code therefore 
which regulates, and I believe with but very lit- 
tie variation, the relative situation of master and 
servant in husbandry at this present hour. 

But it is time that I should now wind up the 
case before us. And, first, will any one say th.it 
this case is not analogous to that which we have 
in conti mpla'tion 7 Let us remember that the 
number of slaves liberated by the French de- 
crees in Si, Domingo was very little short of 
500,000 persons, and that this was nearly equal 
to the number of all the slaves then in the IJri- 
tish West Indian Islands when put together. — 
But if there be a want of analogy, the difference* 
lies on my side of the question, I maintain that 
emancipation in St. Domingo was attended with 
far more hazard to persona and property, and 
with far greater difficulties, than it could possi- 
bly be, If h attempted hi our own islands- Can 
we forget that" by the decree of Polverel, sane* 
tioned afterwards by the Convention! all the 
slaves were made free at once, or in a single 
day? No notice was given of the event, and of 
course no preparation could be made for it. — 
They were released suddenly from all their for- 
mer obligations and restraints. They were ici 
Jo >rfe upon the whites, their masters, wiih all 
the vices of slavery upon them. What was 10 
have been expected hut the dissolution of all 
civilized society, with, the reign of barbarism 
and terror? Now all I ask for with respect to 
the slavey [n our own islands is, that they should 
be emancipated by decrees, or that they should 
be made to pass through acettnin cou^e of dis- 
cipline* as through a preparatory school, to fit 
them for the right me oftheir freedom. Again, 
can wo forget the unfavorable circumstances, in 



which the slaves of St. Domingo were placed, 
for a year or two before their liberation, in an- 
other point of view ? The island at this junc- 
ture was a prey to political disrord, civil war, 
and foreign uivuHon, ul the same time. Their 
masters wen* politically at variance with each 
other, as they were white or colored persons,or 
republican* orroyahsis. They were quarrelling 
and fighting with each other, and shedding each 
other's blood. The Englbh, who were in pos- 
session of ihe strong maritime posts 5 were alarm- 
ing the country by their incursions: they, the 
slaved bad been trained up to the same political 
animosities. They had been made to take the 
side of their re>pecuvc masters, and to nass 
through scenes of violence and bloodshed. Isow^ 
whenevur emancipation isto be proposed in our 
own 'colonics, I anticipate neither political par- 
ties nor civil wars, nor foreign invasion* bill a 

lime of tranquility and peace. Who th> n will 
ha bold enough to say, alter these remarks, that 
there could be any thing like the dangers mid 
difficulties in emancipating the slaves there, 
t.hich existed when the slaves of S . Domingo 
were made free 7 But some objector may say, 
after all, "There ih one point in which your an- 
alogy is deficient. While Tnus^-ainl' wns in 
power, the government of St. Domingo \v,i$ a 
black oih'j and the Macks would be more will- 
ing to submit to the authority of a black (their 
own) government, than of a white one. Hence 
ihere were less disorders after emancipation in 
St- Domingo, than would have probably occur- 
red, had it bei n tro d in our own islands." But 
to such an objector I should reply, thai he knows 
nothing of the History of St. Domingo. The 
government of that island was French, or white, 
from the vcm' infancy of emancipation to the 
arrival of tin? expedition ofLeelerc. The slaves 
were made free under the government of San- 
ihonax and Polverel. When these retired,olher 
white commissioners succeeded them. When 
Totissaim came into power, he was not supreme; 
Generals Ileduuille, Vincent, and othcis, had a 
sham in the government. Toussaitit himself 
received his com mission from the French Direc- 
tory, and acted under it. He-caused it every 
where to Im made known, but particularly 
among his officers and troops that he retained 
the island for the French Government, and that 
France was the mother country. 

A sixth class of 5lavt s emaecipatrd in bodies 
mav comprehend thos^, who began to be liber- 
ated about c'ghieen months ago in ihe newly 
erected State; of (^ulombia. General Bolivar bc- 
uan the great work himself by enfranchising Ins 
own slaves, to the number of lift ween vrnnnd 
eight hundred, liut he was not satisfied with 
this; for believing as he did, tint to hold per- 
sons in slavery at all, was not only morally 
wrong, but utterly inconsistent with Ihe char- 
acter of men fighting for their own liberty, he 
brought the subject before the Congress of Ven**- 
ezuela. The Congress there, after having duly 
considered it, drew up resolutions accordingly, 
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which is reommended lo the first general Con- 
press of C'»l'mbja- when it should bea^pmbled. 
The lasl Cuntfrtiss, ivnicli met at the tunc e\- 
.pected. passed a decree for finnucipiiiiun on llit- 
IDfli of July* 1821. AH shiver, who hail sisfi^i- 
etl, hi a military capacity, in achieving the inde- 
pendence of the republic, were ill once declare*] 
free. All the children of slaves, born after ihe 
said lOtli uf July, were tu be free in suctvssinu 
as they attained i he eighteenth year of their 
A fund u*us fMablishcd at the Rtmu time by a 
general tax upon property, lo pay the owners of 
euch young slaves the expense nf bringing them 
up totheir eiyh:« enth year^md for putting them 
afterwards tut fades and useful professions; and 
the eume fund was tmide applicable to the pur 
chase-of the fieedom of nduhs in each district 
-every year, during the three national fe^uvals 
in December, as far as the di>irict funds would 
permit. Cure, however, u as to be Liken to se- 
lect ihoseof the best character. It may be pn^ 
per to obsctve, that emaunpa r ion, us Above ex- 
plained, has been proceeding reguluily, from the 
IO1I1 of July, 1821, according to the terms oi 
the decree, and also according to the ancU'iii 
Spanish code, which still exists, and which \± 
made to go haul in hand with it. They win 
attain their eiuhteeuth year, are not allowed to 
go at lurge after their liberation, but are put un- 
der the charge of special juntas for a useful edu- 
cation. The adults may have laud, if lliey de 
sire it, or they may go where they please. Tin 
Suite bus lalelv purchased freedom for many o 
the latter, who had a 1 1 k t im tn* he army* Thei. 
freedom is secured to them whether they reman 
soldiers or are discharged. It is paitieu.ariv 
agreeable to me to be able to *ay that all, wUt 
have be *n hitherto ematieipaied have condm u-- 
themselves shire that lime u iih propriety, li 
appears by a letter from Colombia, dated I7ti 
Fi'btuary, 1822, aliout seven mouihs after email 
cipiiion ha>l commenced, nddnssed lo Jame- 
St plien, ft*q. ofLnndoiu aurl much made ptih 
lie, ''that the slaves wert all then peaceably n f 
work throughout the repunlic, as well as ih 
newly enfranchised and Hioms originally fret.'" 
And h appears from the account of i gcmlcimu 
ofhigh consi leration just arrived from Colom- 
bia, in Loudon, that up lo the time of htsdepar 
tare, they who had been emancipated ''were 
sleidy and in-lu^trious, and that liey hail enn 
dueled themselves well without a single excep 
lion." But as thin is an experiment which n 
will yet take sixteen years to complele, it c.ti 
only he called to our aid, as far as the result oi 
it is known. It is. however, an experiment to 
which, as far as it has been made, we may ap- 
peal wilh satisfaction: for when we consider 
that eighteen months have elapsed, and thai 
many* thousands have been freed since the 
passing of the decree and the dute of the last ac- 

♦All the slave population was to be emancipated in IS 
years ; and thU consign! at tho tinvj of passing the decree 
of from 260,000 to 300,000 souls. 



counts from Colombia, the decree cannot but bo 
considered to have had a sufficient trial. 

The seventh class may comprehend the slaves 
of the Honorable Jobhun Steele, whose enuuei- 
pation was attempted iu Uarbadots between the 
years and 1790. 

It appears that Mr. Steele lived several years 
in London. He was \ jre~presUeut of the Lon- 
don Society of Arts, Manufactures, und Com- 
merce, and a peison of talent and erudition. — 
lie was the proprietor of three estates in Bar- 
hidocs* His agent there used lo send him ac- 
eountsannually of his concerns; but these were 
latti-rly ruinous, not only in a pecuniary 
point of view, but as they related to what Mr* 
Steele called the destruction of his negroes, that 
he resolved, though then at theadvanced age of 
eighty, tc» fio there, and to look into hisufFiiis 
himself. Accordingly he embarked, and arrived 
tin re early iu the year 17S0. 

Mr, Steele had not been long in Barbadoes. be- 
fore he saw enough to convince him that there 
was something radically wrong in the mannge- 
ment of the slaves there, and he was anxious lo 
try, as well for the sake of humanity a3 of his 
own interest, to cfiect a change in it. But how 
was he to accomplish this ?t u Hc considered, 
within himtelf how difficult it would be, nay, im- 
possible, for a single proprietor to attempt so great 
a novelty as lo bring about "an alteration of man 
ncrsand customs protected by iniquitous laws,and 
to which the gentlemen of thecouniry were recon- 
ciled us the best possible means for amending the 
indocile audio tractable ignoranceof negro slaves." 
It struck him, however, among the expedients 
which occurred, that he might be able to form a 
Society, similar to the one in London, for the 
purpose of improving the arts, manufactures, and 
I'omiucKeof haihndoes ; and if so, he u indulged 
a hope that by means of it, conferences might be 
introduced on patriotic subjects, in the course of 
which, new ideas and new op nions might soften 
<he national bigotry, so far as to admit some dis- 
courses on the possibility of amendment in the 
mode of governing slaves," Folluwingup this 
idea, he brought it at length to bear, A Society 
was formed, in consequence, of gentlemen of the 
island in 1781. '1 he subjects under its discussion 
became popular. It printed its first minutes in 
1782, which were very favorably received, and it 
bid f.ir after this to answer the benevolent views 
jf its founder. 



1 Sec Dr.Di"hson'e Mitigation of Slnvrry, London 1814, 
from whence u\?r\ thin;* relating lo tins *ubjcct irf Uken,— 
Dr. Dickson had teen for many years secretary to Gover- 
nor H<^ h jii Barbadoes, where he hud an opportunity of 
studying the slave agriculture a eyHiem. Being in Lon- 
don afterwards when \Uv Slave Trade controversy was go- 
ing on iiil j a:liameni t 1ic tltstisiffuiBht d himself by Mincing 
ihe difleren; writers ivbn (Vended the Wt*it Indian slave- 
ry. There it wai* that Mr. tfuiete addressed himself lo lam 
by tetter, and sent him those invaluable papers, which (h« 
Doctor afterward* published under the modest title of 
'Mutation of Shivery, hv Steele and Dickson. 11 No ono 
was belter mialinVd than Dr. Dickson to becomo the editor 
of Mr. Sflccle. 
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Daring [this time, a spaa* of two years, Mr. 
Steele had been gaining a practical knowledge of 
the West Indian husbandry, and also a practical 
knowledge of the temper, uisposition, habits, and 
customs of the slaves. He had also read much 
and thought much. It may be inferred fruin Ins 
writings, thai three questions especially had em- 
ployed his mind. 1. Whether he could not do 
away all arbitrary punishments and yet keep up 
discipline among the slaves 1 2. Whether he 
could not carry on the plantation work through 
the stimulus of reward? 3.^ Whether he could 
not change slavery * into a condition of a milder 
name and character, so that the slaves should be 
led by decrees to the threshold of liberty, from 
whence they might step next, without hazard, 
into the rank of freemen* if circumstances should 

' permit -and encourage such a procedure? Mr. 
SteeleL thought,- after mature consideration! that 
he could accomplish all these objects, and he re- 
solved to make the experiments gradually upon 
his own estates. 

At the end of the year 1783, he put the first of 
these questions to trial, "I tooKy savs he, " the 
whips and atl power of arbitrary punishment from 
all the overseers and their white servants, which 

* occasioned my chief overseer to resign, and I soon 
dismissed all fcisdeputiesj who could not bear 
the loss of their whips • but at the same time,that 
a proper subordination and obedience to lawful 
orders and duties should be preserved, I created a 
magistracy out of the negroes themselves, and 
appointed a conrt or jury of the elder negroes or 
head meli for, trial and punishment of nil casual 
oQences, (and-these courts 1 were always to be 
held in mv' presence, or in that of my new super* 
intendept) which court Very Soon grew respecta- 
ble. Seven of these men being 1 of the rank of 
drivers in- their different departments, were also 
constituted rulers,' as : magistrates over all the 
gang, and were charged to sec at all times that 
nothing should go wrong in the plantations'; but 
that on all necessary- occasions they should assem- 
ble and .consult together how any such wrong: 
should; be immediately rectified; and I made it 
known to all the gan£, that the authority of these 
rulers should supply the absence, or vacancy of 

an overseer in all cases [ they making daily or 
occasional reports of all occurrences to the pro- 
prietor or his delegate for his approbation' or his 
orders,"- " 

It appears that Mr; Steele was satisfied with 
this his first step, and he took no other for some 
time. At lengthy tn about another Year, he ven- 
tured upon the second- He "tried whether he 
could not obtain the labor of his negroes by vol- 
untary means instead of the old method by vio- 
lence." Oh a certain day he offered a pecuniary 
reward for holing' canes, which is* the most labo- 
rious operation in West Indian husbandry. "He 
offered two-pence. halfpenny (currency), or about 
three -halfpence (sterling), per day, with the usu- 
1 allowance to holers of a dram with molasses, 
to any twenty -five of his negroes, both men and 
wom^Uj whqcould undertake to hole frr canes an 



acre per dav, at about 06J holes for each negro to 
the acre. '.The whole gang were ready to under- 
take it ; but only fifty of the volunteers were ao 
ccpted, and many among them" were those who* 
on much lighter occasions had usually pleaded 
infirmity and inability: but the ground having 
been moist, they holed twelve acres within six 
days with great ease, having had an hour, more 
or less, every evening lo spare, and the Jjke ex- 

S crimen t was repeated with the like success. — 
lore experiments with such premiums on weed- 
ing and deep hoeing were made by task-work per 
acre, and all succeeded jn like manner, their pre- ^ 
miums being all punctually paid them in propor- 
tion to their performance. lJut afterwards some 
of the same people being put without premium 
to weed on a loose cultivated soil in the common 
manner, eighteen negroes did not do os much in 
a given time os six had performed of the like sort 
of work a few days before with the premium of 
two-pence half-penny." The next year Mr. 
StcelQ, made similar experiments. Success at- 
tended him agaiu ; and from this time task-work 
or the voluntary system, became the general prac- 
tice of the estate. 

Mr. Steele did not proceed to put the third ques- 
tion to trial till the year 1760- The Society of 
Arts, which he had instituted in 1781, had great- 
ly disappointed him* Somcof the ra embers,! ook- 
ing back to the discussions which had ' taken place 
on. the subject of slavery, began to think that 
they had gone too far as slave-holders in their 
admissions. They began to insinuate, "that they 
had been taken in, under the specious appearance 
of promoting tlie arts > manufactures, and com- 
merce of Barbadoes* lo* promote dangerous de- 
signs against its established laws and customs-* 1 
Discussions therefore of this sort became too un- 
popular to be 1 continued. It was therefore not 1 
till Mr. Steele found, that he had -no hope of as- 
sistance from tin's Society, and that he was obli- 
ged to depend solely upon himself, that he put in 
force the remainder of his general plan. He had 
already (1763,) as we stated , some time ago, 
abolished arbitrary punishment and instituted a 
Negro-magistracy ; and since that .lime (in 1785) 
heTiad adopted the system of- working by the 
piece. But the remaining part of his plan went 
the length of altering the condition of the slaves 
themselves; and it is of this alteration, a most 
important one (in it89,) that I am nowto'^peak. 

Mr, Steele took the hint for the- particular 
male of improving the condition of hit* slaves, 
which I am going to, describe, from the practice 
of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors in the days of Vil- 
lainage, which, he says, was "the most wise and 
excellent mode of civilizing savage slaves"— 
There were in those day three classes of villains.* ■ 
The first or lowest consisted of villains in gross, 
who were alienable at pleasure. The second of 
villains regardent, who were adscript i gicbtZy or 
attached as freehold property to the soil. And 
the third or last of copyhold bondmen, who had. 
tenemcuts of land, for which they were bound to 
pay in services. The villains first mentioned, op 
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those of the lowest class, had all thece gradua- 
tions to pass through, from the first into the se- 
condhand from the second into the third, before 
they could become free men. Tfiis was the mo- 
del, from -which Mr. Steele resolved to borrow, 
when he formed his plan for changing the condi- 
tion of his slaves. He did not, however, adopt 
it throughout, but he chose out of it what he 
thought would be most suitable lo his purpose, 
and left the rest We may now see what the 
plan was, when put together, from the follow- 
ing account 

In die year 1769, he erected his plantation into 
manors. It appears that the Governor of Bar- 
badoes had the power by charter, with the con- 
scntof the majority of the council, of dividing 
the island into manors, lordships, and precincts, 
and of making free-holders; and though this had 
not yet been done, Mr. Steele hoped, as a member 
of councilj to have influence sufficient to get bis 
own practice legalized in time. Presuming upon 
this, he registered in the *mafior»book all his 
adult slaves as copyho'ders. He then gave to 
these separate tenements of land, which Ihcy 
were to occupy, and : upon which they were (u 
raise whatever tliey might think most advanta- 
geous to their support. These tenements con 
stated of half an acre of plantablo and produc- 
tive land to each adult, a quality supposed lobe 
sufficient with industry to 'furnish him and hi* 
family with pro vision and clothing. The ten- 
ements were made descendible to tliehcirs of the 
occupiers or copyholders, that is/ to their chil- 
dren on the planiitions ; for no part of the suc- 
cession was to go out of the plantations \o the 
issue of any foreign wife, and, in, case of no such 
heirs, they were to lall in to the lord to be re- 
granted according (ohip discretion* It wasalso 
inscribed that any dug of the copyholders," who 
would not perform his services to the manor 
(the reflectory and other?,) was to forfeit is 
tenement and his privileged rank, arid tc go back 
to villain in gross and be subject to cnrporal 
punishment as, before. "Thus," says Mr, Steele, 
"we run no risk whatever in making the ex- 
periment by giving such copy hold-tenements to 
all our well-deserviugNegroes, and tn all in gen- 
eral, when they appear to be worthy of ihul fa- 
vor," 

Matters having been adjusted* so far,Mr. Steele 
introduced the practice of rent and uaj?es. He 
put an annual rent upon each tenement, which 
he valued also many days* labor. He set a 
rent also upon personal service, as due by the 
copyholder to his master in his farmer quality 
of slave, seeing thut.liis master or predeeessor 
had purchased a propyty in him* and this lie 
valued in tin: same manner. He then added the 
two mils together, making so many day's work 
altogether; and estimated them iuthectinem 
money of the time.' ' Having done this, he fixed 
a daily wages or pay 10 be received ov the eo. 
py holders for the work which they we've lo do. 
They we;e to work 260 days in the year for him, 
nnd to h&yc 48, besides Sundays, for themselves. 



He reduced these days* work also to current 
money- Theso wages be fixed at such a rate, 
that u ihoy ahmild he more than equivalent to 
tlie rent uf their copyholds and the rent uf their 
personal services when put together, in order 
to hold out to theman evident and profitable in- 
ecnthc to their industry*** It appears that the 

rent of the tenement) half an acre, was fixed at 
the rate of Ri, curnncy, or between fort} and 
fifty shillings sterling per acre, and the wages 
for a nnn belonged to the first gtmg ai 7;<7- cur- 
rency or (W* sterling per day. As lo the rent 
for the personal servives, it is not mentioned. 

With respect to labor and tilings connected 
with it, Mr. Steele entered the following among 
the local laws in the court-Toll of the tenants and 
tenements. The copyholders were not to work 
for ether masters without the leave of the lord. — 
They were to work ten hours per day* If they 
worked over and abovc that time, they were to be 
paid for every hour a tenth part of their daily wa- 
ges, and they were also to iorfeit a tenth for eve- 
ry hour they were absent or deficient in the work 
ofuitiday. All sorts of woik, however, were 
to he reduced, ag* far as St could be done by obser- 
vation and estimation, lo equitable task work- — 
Hoes were to be furnished to the copyholders ui 
the first instance; but they'were lo renew them, 
when worn out, at their own expen&e. The oth- 
er tools were to be lent them, .but lo be returned 
■ to the store-keeper at night, or to be paid for in 
default of sodoing. Mr. Steele was to continue 
tho hospital 'and medical attendance at his own 
expense as before. 

Mr, Steele, having now rent to receive and wa- 
ges to pay, was obliged to settle a new mode of, 
accounting between the plantation and die labor- 
ers, u IIc brought, therefore, all the miner crops 
of the plantation, such as corn, grain uf nil sons, 
yams, eddocs, besides rum and molasses, into a- 
regular cash account by weight and measuie, 
which he charged to the copyliold-sturtkeiper at 
market prices of tlie current liiYic, aiuf the store- 
keeper paid them at the same prices to Mich /of 
the copyholders as called for them in r.art of wa- 
ges, iu whose option it was to tuke either eassh or 
goods, according to their earnings, to answer "all 
their wants. Uicc, salt, salt fish, barrelled poik, 
Cork butter, flour, bread, biscuit, candles, tobacco 
and pipes, and all species of clothing, were pro- 
vided and furnished from the store at the luwest 
marker prices. ' An account of what was paid 
for daily subsistence, and of what stood in their 
arrears to answer the rents of their lands, (he fines 
and forfeitures for delinquencies their head- levy 
and all other casual demands, was* accurately kep't 
in columns with'great simplicity, and in books,' 
which checked each other. * . ' 

Such was the plan of Mr! Steele, H Und J> Jiave 
the pleasure of being able to announce, thai tho 
result of it was highly satisfactory to hiiot^lf.— 
lb lhe>;ear 1788, when only the first and fec'ond 
part of it had teen reduced to practice, he spoke of 
Kthus:— "A plantation," pays he, "cf between 
seven and eight hundred acres has b^eri governed 
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'by fixed laws and a T?egro*court for about five 
1 years with great success. In this plat tatjon do, 
overseer or white servant is allowed to lift hisi 
hand against a Negro; nor can he arbitrarily or- 
der a punishment. Fixed laws and u court ur 
Jury of their peers Jreep alt in order without the 
' ill effect of sudden "and intemperate passions-" - 
And in the y?5r J 701), Sbout a year after the last 
part of his plan had been put to trial, he says iu 
a letter to Ur- DiVkson K "My copyholders have 
■ succeeded bcyund my expectation" 31 This was 
his last letter to that gebtleoun, for he died in 
the beginning of the next year. Mr, Steele went 
-over to Barbadoes, as i have said before, in the 
year 17S0, and he was. then in the eightieth year 
of his age- He began his humane and glorious 
work in 1783j and he finished it in 1789, It took 
.him, therefore, six' yet*rs to bring his Negroes lo 
thestate of vassalage described, or to that state 
from whence he \ras sure that they might be 
transferred without danger in no distant time, to 
the rank of freemen, if it should be thought desi- 
rable. He lived one year afterwards to witness 
the success of his labors. He bad accomplished, 
therefore, all he wished, and he died in the year 
1791, in the ninety-first year of hi? age. 

For the Genius of Temperance. 
THE CLIMAX I ! < 

The public have already been Apprized of the 

imprisonment of Miss P. Crandall, {tr\ (ho cell 

lately occupied by IVatkins* tho murderer!) for the 

crime of teaching colored females I This act wop 

thought almost incredible. But tho following is, if] 

possible, still mora outrageous. To forbid a parent — 

n mathcr^ to visit a child .'—a sister to call on a si$tcr! 

— Who ever heard of such a thing, in this country, 

before? The legal pretext, it is presumed, for the 

measure, is, that visiting Mitfl Crandall is "aiding 

and abetting" her school* It will soon bo' penal to 

write or speak in her favor, at this rate ! 

Read the following r It is from a source that 

may bo relied on. 

Canttrbury. Conn. June 21st, 1833. 
On Saturday, tlio 8th of thin month, A. T» Judson, 
esq, and Judge Adams called on Pardon Crandall, 
ana said to him as follows : ** If you go to yourdaugh- 
tefs you are to bo fined $ 1 00 fur the first offence, 
$2GQ for tho second, and double it every tiino" — then, 
turning tali ft wife, said *'Mrs* Crandall, if you go 
there you wilt bo fined— and Ahmra (their youngest 
-daughter) avUI he fined — smd Mr, May and iltoae 
gentlemen from. Providence (meaning Messrs Geo, 
and Henry Benson) if thoy come there will bo fined 
lifter the game rate- And your daughter {the one that 
-established the school for colored females) will be fa- 
ken up thcr'samu way us for stealing a horse, or for 
burglary. Her property will not be taken— -hut she 
will be put in jail, in close confinement, not having the 
■liberty of the yard* Thero is no mercy to bo shown 
.about it* Mr, Crandall, when you sent your printed 
ynper to the General Assembly,* you did not injure me; 
it helped very much in getting the bill through, — 



TVhen they received it, every man clenched bis (1st—' 
and the committee sat down and doubled the penalty. T> 
In spcakin** of the General A sicmbly. Af*-. Judson 
remarked that they said ii_ him: "If this law does 
not answer your purpose, let us know, next year, and 
wo will make* you one that will*" 

Outrage ox Oct-sage! — A feticr just received 
from Canterbury, infonns us that Mi*s P. Crandall is 
no%y sick t prohably in consequence of her lute ixnpris- 
■ciment* Her sister has charge of the scholars. Not 
many nights since, at about the hour or 10, a stone 
was thrown inio the front parlor ofMissC's dwelling — 
dashing the glass over the room ! Before morning n 
large, heavy missile was thrown a^ain^t sornL olnef 
portion of the building. Addled t?£gs have been pro- 
fusely used by the enemies of the school, as a polite 
way of pouring forth their torrents of indignation ; and 
fresh outrages are constantly occuring. 

Where will these things end l—Emancipator* 



PaiCE cutiRENT op hcman beixcs. — A colored man 
named "William Syphax, formerly the property of Geo. 
Washington Park Cuati-*, nephew of Gen, Washing 
Ion, is now in this city, soliciting aid to purchase his 
t-vo daughters, now held in bondage in the District 
of Columbia* He has already purchased his own 
freedom at S333 33— his wife at §250: one daughter 
at S320— anotherat $ 175— anotbcrat—g3J2— another 
at $110 — another at SI 50, He wishes to raise about 
SGOO more, which will liberate his whole family. t 



Colonial Slavery. 



* A Memorial of Mr, Crandall en behalf .of his daugh-j 
Ur. 



(Prom the London Morning Chronicle of May 31.) 
The expected debate on the subject of.CoIonial SJa-» 
very mo? opened last night by Sir ft* Vyvyan, who 
spoke at great length on the motion that the house go 
into a committee. He defended at great length tho 
conduct of tho Colonial Legislatures; and disputed 
tho power uf Parliament to legislate for the chartered 
colonies, and concluded without moving any resolution, 
or opposing tho motion^, hut expressed a hope tliat 
Ministers would reconsider their plan. 

On the house going into a committee, Sir. Stanley 
justified tho courscpursucd by ministers with regard to 
this question. **He considered that opinion upon tho 
subject was general, ond that it ought net to be resis- 
ted by government, when it was so unequivocally ex- 
pressed upon eucb a question as the present," Mr, 
Stanley then defended at considerable length, tho 
statement* he had made with respect to the conduct 
of the colonial legislatures, and the utter hopelessness 
of expecting any mr-terial improvement of the condi* 
(ion of the daveflfrom that quarter. 

But tho part of Mr. Stanley's speech which will be 
most looked to, is that which 'contains nn announce- 
mcntof some very important modifications oflhe Min- 
isterial plan, here was no point (he said) winch 
both parties (the West India body and the Abolition- 
ists) agreed in condemning. Tho West India body 
complained that they should have no interest on the 
money to be advanced to them; while those persons 
who advocated theimmcduitcand unconditional crnan-v 
cipnrion of the slaves, thought it hard that the nagro 
should have to pay for hi* ultimata freedom* Besides 
tho three ways in which ho had stated the rnrmey ad- 
vanced could bo repaid, there ivas (ho snul) another 
resource j winch was, to llirown the fifteen millions to 
bo advanced on the resources of the country, Tho 
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British public hoa called for the abolition of slavery, 
and the 'British public cannot object to bearing the 
burden caused by the measures taken for bringing 

about that abolition- . 

With respect 10 the throwing the burdens on tho slave, 
independent of the injustice ofm^king the injury we have' 
indicted on b"nn tho ground for irirlietinj; another, we should 
be tntrely drceWina ourselves "* -c advanced money, on 
anv hope* of return from such a 0.1 w . | 

But Mr- Stanley announced anolher modification. — 
oTbcy wwe (he said) willing thai ihc'nc-ro thould lay, 
asidi* part of ihc money which be misht earn during Ins, 
■pare time. 3ul thuy nropost-d that if tho n*'gro should, 
by the produce of his labor, save any money > he should then: 
hare it in hu power to shorten the? pL-riod durin-: which hej 
was to continue in ihc service of bis mas.cr, wlien bo was; 
ahlctocompcnuaie bis master fur the remainder of " Mistime 
which was lo run, and to prove hiimdf of -industrious aud i 
moral habita.* Wo presume that me value of the lab -ro*j 
tho twelve ytars, afiirr dr*iuciiti2 ihe charts ofniamtrn* , 
ancc,^ilibe fixed a; the oulsrt, m the principle of ihe < 
Soanish law, so thai the necromay know distinctly the rate 
at which he can reduce any portion bis npjwiiticrship. 
It is said tliat the knowledge rf the Spunt^U lUve that he 
can purchase his liberty for a turn thai ha* been tit-finite*- 
ly fixed, or obtain a transference- to another master who 
may advance this IUed sum, lias an immense effect in keep* 
in*! the slave happv and contended* 

Mr- Ir\inii T at trie Ciiv of London Tavern Mating, al- 
luded to a plan which he had ptoposcd to Mr. Stanley as 
a substitute fortius ministerial one. Mr, Stanley, wo pre- 
sume, tpoUe of this plan, when be allude! to a proposition 
made io him by our Wen Indian Depuiarion, that a jjrant 
of forty four millions should b«* inudt'frotu the novcrnment, 
and that, in consideration of this ^rant, the colonial proprie- 
tnr* should enjoy Vl their cxUtui* rights over the slaves 
for the period of forty-one" years. The bare mention or 
this proposition excited the laughter of tbo house. But 
this is not ail. On the expiration of the forty-one years', 
the forty-four millions were to be paid out of tbo nages of 
thu s'aves, and with an imprest of four per cent. 

Tbo modifications of Mr. Sianley seem to nave, in a 
great measure, overcome the opposition of the aboliiion- 
1M1. Mr, Buxton observed, "that tlnyi^b he was oppo- 
sed to parls or the plan of^thr Itijjht Honorable Gcutle- 
man, yet ho thought some of the nr oppositions made "that 
nii»ht were *rn at umen Intents, and would prove very eat* 
isfariory to the friend* of emancipation- If the opposi- 
tinn were successful, it was probable they would lose 
the benefit of tins measure altogether; and ro sure as 
thai was the case, so sure would lift; and propegy be in- 
secure in the colonies,' Ho added "that ho saw 110 alter- 
native in the rejection of these measures but the nrccipila- 
lion of emancipation by bloodshed and violence. 1 

The Miiiialeiial measure may inw, therefore, be consid- 
ered as pood as carried. The moJifceaiion will obviate 
one 4ibjec>ifm ur-ied by Mr. Burnh:y, in bis leilrr in **The 
Chronicle** yesterday/ itia' m tin* dispute* with others, the 
taw coulii only roach* (be n'avt.* through coporol punishment, 
he having no" properly, Iflbti fourth part of his labor is' 
hts own, thai par cim be tbo Mibjecl of adjudication^ and 
the negro will be aniiou* not to lose tUe be a e fit from it. 



The slave ship. — All the excrtior.s of the English 
to suppress the infamous trutfic in slaves urea mere 
farce— a perfect mockery of emancipation. We liber- 
ate a few oftboso embarked in Spanish vessels, while 
tens of thousands arc embarked, and tbo vessels allow- 
ed insolently to pass its it unolcsted, under the infamous 
abutter of the French flag to the northward of the equa- 
tor, and tbo Portuguese flag to the southward. Up- 
wards of sixty* thousand slaves, it iscalculatcd, arc an- 
nually exported froflv Africa. In 1326, wo emancipa- 
ted only two thousand five hundred and Fixly-fcven ; 
in 1827, two ihotnand eight hundred and sixty-one; in 
1323, three thousand nine hundred and twenty-four; 
and in 1829, five thousand throe hundred an4 fifty were 



liberated, h^mg a year of ancommon success, Trhicfi 
arose from the great number of Brazilian vessels mrr- 
nin« prior to the operation of the convention of 18-2G' t 
which made the trade under the Braxton flag piracy* 
Since then, no ve?*ct has appeared under that flag on 
the coast* In 1830 the number consequently u^aiti 
fell off; and injhe pr a nt year Utile or nothing can be 
doue. Almost every v* ssil luden wilhtflavcs,is under 
lh- Pre ic'i A t-;; and the ] eopb on board, confident 
of bcin^ privileged, literally laugh at us as they pass, 
and often favor the escape of vessels under another 
flag liable lo capture, hv leading ui a dance after 
them. It is tlu ri lore evident, that nil alt^mpis at sup- 
pressing the tlave trade nndiT the pn fenl sjatim is^a 
mere fan e — lhat ^11 our cxpendiiun: for tluil pur| o^cis 
fr iitles^ — nay, in tniniy in&tancca injuriousiy employ- 
ed. — Lronard* 

Remark. — The only way topuppress the atavefradc 
ib to terminate sUzvcry* While (hi main evil, the pri- 
mary enormity continues, the incidental app nda^cs 
muH continue aleo. Slaves v*- ill he supplied, so lnnfj 
as there is a market for I hem and for their products-— 
A. slave hoi ihi£ nation prunotnctn^ the slave trade 
piracy, is likeacriminal pronouncingscntcncGof death: 

oa his accessaries. 

* - 

From the London Tiroes, of May 31. 

4 JFest /ac/ia EinmcipntiutL—On cunsidcrinp that 
Lord Howick, when in ofiicr, bad matured a plan for 
ne<:ro emancipation, (the rejection of which was the 
rause of his resignation,) it need fxeile no surprise lhat 
his Lord hip should he ca^cr to stal^ his objections to 
the rival project of M r . Stanley, and to confront it with 
his own. The first object ho accomplished in his 
speech when Mr, Stanley 1 ^ resolutions were submit- 
ted to Parliament ; and the second be has attained by 
the piibticalinu of his plan as an appendix to tho cor- 
rected copy of hia Parliamcntiy oddrcss. 

Both the speech, and plan with which it is followed* 
de^rve m">re consideration than they have yet receiv- 
ed at the hands of the public; though wo do not see 
such a discrepancy between the proposed details of 
Mr, Stanley's bill and those of the noble Lord as 
would warrant the unqualified condemnation of either 
by the fi iends of the other. 

The plan of Lord Tiowick— which way, w$ ohscrvcv 
submitted to the Wcstlndia Body,— and which, there- 
fore, at one time, inihl have had the sanction of tho 
Cabinet — include**, like lhat now before Parliament, 
two main object?: first, the entire abolition of ne^rro 
slavery; ami. Feeondty, an advance of money, byway 
of loan, for the benefit of the planters, to onablc them 
to carrv the prnjcrl into elfcct with more facilitv, or to 
reconcile them to the contemplated chan^ewiih mora 
readiness. The points on whfch they chiefly difTcr,so 
far as the details of Mr. Stanley's plan hovt* been de- 
veloped, are two, 

LordHowick proposop to pass tvvo acts of Parlia- 
ment, short in their clauses and simple in Ihtirpro- 
vi^ians, leaving the details of th'-ir execution tothecol* 
onial Legislatures or to colonial Councils, while, at 
tho same "time, model,-* of hills, or ''ordinances" embo- 
djing these dctaiU, fthall he transmitted by the Gov- 
ernment to ihr colonies for their guidanro or for theii 
adoption. Ofthe two acts to be pas3cd by tho Leirie 
latum of the motliLT country, the first ia entitled "An 
Act for the extinction of slavery throughout tho Brit 
ish dominions;* 1 and the second, u Au act fortherelicl 
of the owners of slaves to he manumitted in the Brit- 
ish colonics by virtue of the preceding acU 1 ' 
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Theformerdcclarcsthatafterthe 1st of Januaryjn 
tt year which is not specified, slavery shall be abolished 
and denounced as unlawful throughout every part of 
Hi* Majesty's dominions- The- decree is to be entirely 
independent for its ultimate success of the will or 
consent of any colonial legislature; hut if, after seeing 
the extreme term prescribed by the PailiarnentofCSrcat 
Britain for the continuance of slavery, the local Le- 
gislatures shall adopt the initiative of abolishing it, 
then the British general act would, of course, he su- 
perseded- The only advantage of litis latter provis- 
ion would srem to'be to preserve the semblance of 
power dr authority to the colonies*, if they chose to an* 
ticipatethedeceessof the mother country ; but to give 
them do option or freedom of choice, to resist or po^t- 
poritJ their execution, Theact for the relief of the ow- 
ners of manumitted slaves, is likewise to be indepen- 
dent of ihc local legislatures. The amount of the pro- 
posed loan is not stated, but its interest was to be, as 
in Air. Stanley's plan, at 4 piT cent, and its appli- 
cation 13 more specific and derinhe than that* of the 
15,000,000/, proposed to be advanced by the resolu- 
tions submitted to Parliament. 

Tothcso two general acta arc appended six detail- 
ed ll ordiuanee*"' so railed, because ihcy arc proposed 
tili2 enforced in on j of the Crown colonies (Guiana) 
and only to be trans-nitied an bills for the adoption oi 
ln« chartered coliude*. The main* point of universal 
and unqualified emanci nation having been secured, lit- 
t!t; do'ih*, is entertain *d" that Mi** *'oTirnrrence of the 
pUnfeja will bo obtained to any **y*Tem«f regulations 
which ? cm** bent-ad ipted to sTnuuhitcmdustry, to pre- 
sent order, and la protect property. 

Thus, Lord HowickV plan proposes to abolish sla- 
very at once,-— to have no transition from slaves to free- 
in*m through iho state of "apprenticed laborcis* 1 and 
no interval between the passing of the decree and the 
ultimate arrangement of the relations of master and 
lahnren : But on looking at his- phin.it will he seen 
that thereis little difference between "apprenticed la 
borers" and those f-ee laborers whom he proposes to 
create. 

It would be needless, however, to enter further al 
present into the comparison of plans, only one of which 
is ufl yet fully 1 developed. We have no doubt that 
many of the provision"* to he found in the bill, or hills, 
about to be introduced will rescmhlo those already 
published, 'and wea!iall not be so unjust tin to deny the 
merit of many of the suggestions contained in these 
"rejected" proposals of the noble Lord, 

Though we have left ourselves no room to comment 
upon the debate of last night, we cannot omit to state 
the chief modification? which Mr, Stanley has introdu- 
ced into his original resolutions, Wc always object- 
ed, it wuTb2 remembered, to that part of his project 
which impo9'-(hupon tho nc^ro the nccess:*y of pay- 
ing for his own emancipation by appropriating the 
fruits of tho one fourth part of his toils received from 
his master during hid apprenticeship for that purpose. 
The planters were equally averse to defray the inter- 
est .and redeem the principal of a sum of money which 
wa* intended to indemnify them for hem:: deprived of 
their former control over tfie ctitir- labor of their slaves, 
Tho right hon, gentleman and the Government have 
yielded to tho arguments employed in behali of tin- 
planter and the negro, and now pr^osc io relieve both 
from the burden which the former condition of the loan 
would impose. "Who, therefore, is to hear the loss, or 
to pay tho interest and liquidate tho debt? Tho coun- 
try? *No ; or at least, not, tho country from its present 
revenue, or from a revenue unconnected with lefe colo- 
nics. The Government propose, for meeting Tnc in- 



terest of this loan, to raise the dories on su£arfrt>m2<is. 
the present rate, to 27s, which ihvy wcr?Xcforo 71830*. 
The country, indeed, will still bear the cxpensc^ou^! 
the revenue will be raised on colonial produce. Too 
question comes to be/ whether the additional-duy 
may not, by decreasing the consumption of sugary 
neutralize the benefit of tho loan to the planter, -in- 
deed, we do not eee why a tax, which tho public is 

obliged tQ pay, should be laid particularly on colonial 
produce, because it is devoted to a colonial object, if 
that duty would ethenvise be impchticwhen levied for 
the general purposes of the empire- But in M'hatcvcr 
manner the loan is to be paid, We never had the least 
hope that it would be redeemed by the planters,-' and 
wo always felt a strong repugnance tliat it should be 
redeemed by the negro. 

Asa consequence of this change of plan, an impor- 
tant addition will be made to the relief to be adminis- 
tered to the ''apprenticed laborer," and we think an im- 
portant improvement will he made in the project, Tho 
laborer will now be cnabtrd to devote lus fourth or 
sparetime to his own benefit, and, if so minded, may 
employ the money accumulated by his wages to short* 
en his term of apprenticeship. 

_ - 1 

Which is iiiGiiT?--Much intercut is-felt throughout the 

country, in regard to the trafiic in ardent spirits in the 

colony ofLihcria, Tho existence oi the trafiic is now 

admitted by the Colonization Society, and deplored 

by them. The question recurs, how can It bo helped? 

Who is to blame for it 7 Who lias the power to help 

it? That there is a grave question here; will appear 

by the following quotations. The first is from ar* 

efficient artic le in the African Repository, in reply to 1 

Mr. Arthur Tappan'slcttcr. 

"It is competent of course, for tho Board to strangle 
the direct trade in this pernicious article by very hea- 
vy dulii s,orby absolute prohifttion. One or the oth- 
eroflhe&e measures would undoubtedly have been 
adopted, had the Board been salUficd that it would 
remedy the evil. But well founded apprehensions cx~> 
isled, on tho one hand, that the most severe rcttric* 
thins would proveinadequate tocounfrrvnil the smug- 
glers; mid, on tho other, the natives finding that they 
could no longer obtain ardent spirits from ^ csscls tra J 
ding with ilie Colony, would resort for it to the ala* 
vers." 

The olhcris from an article in tho last Boston lie* 
cordcr, evidently written by some one familiar with 
the afiitirs uf the Society, and who deems to write as 
one having authority, 

**Tho Colonization Society has no power to lay an 
embargo^ on the passage of ardent spirits, or any 
other articles of trade* through the/Colony* though it' 
sends none. The Society draft tho laws for the Col- 
ony, but the Colonihts have the power of veto. Hence 
they refused to submit toa tax of 50 por cent ad vaio- 
hrem on the importation of spirits, and received o 
law only when the duty was reduced to 25 percent, as 
more consonant to the general 6tate of the market in 
that part of the world, while at the some time thry 
submitted tolhcimpoeiton of a tax of §300 for a license 
to sell spirits in thcColony, which amounts to a pro- 
hibition, 

Tho simplcqucsUon is, who governs Liberia ? Is 
its government in such hands that wo can depend up- 
on the Colony for a goodjnfhtcnce upon Africa. 
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U maybe inquired of me why I scelc to agitate the 
subject of SUvery in New England, where wq all ac- 
knowledge it to be an evil* 

Because such an acknowledgement is not enough on 
ourpart; it ttdoincno more than the Slave-Master and 
Slave-trader. 41 We have found," says James Monroe, 
in his speech on the subject before the Virginia Conven- 
tion, "that tins evil has preyed upon the very vitals of 
ChcUntuti; and has been prejudicial to alt the States in 
which it lias existed." All the States in their several 
Constitutions and declarations of ri/>ht have made a 
similar statement* And what has been the consequence 
of this general belief in the evil of human servitude? 
Has it tapped the foundations of the infamous system? 
No. Has it decreased the number of victims? Quite 
the contrary. Unaccompanied by philanthropic action^ 
it has been in a moral point of view worthless — a thing 
without vitality— sightless— soulless— dead. 

But, it may be said that the miserable victims of the 
System have our sympathies. 

Sympathy! — the sympathy of the Priest and Levite, 
looking on, and acknowledging, but holding itself aloof 
from mortal suffering. Can such hollow sympathy 
reach the broken heart, and docs the blessing of those 
n'ho are ready to perish answer it? Does it hold back 
the lash from the slave, or sweeten his bitter bread 7 

Oh, my heart is sick — my soul is weary of this sym- 
pathy—this heartless mockery of feeling sick of the 
common cant of hypocrisy, wreathing the artificial flow- 
ers of sentiment over unutterable pollution and unima* 
finable wrong. It is white-washing; the sepulchre to 
make us forget its horrible deposite. It is scattering 
flowers around the charncl-hou^e and over the yet fes~ 
taring grave toturn away our thoughts "from the dead 
men's bones and all uncleanness"— the pollution and 
loathsomeness below. 

No— lei the Tudth on this subject — undisguised, 
naked, terrible as it is, stand out before us- Let us no 
longer strive to forgot it— let us no more daro to palliate 
it. It is better to meet it here with repentance than at 
the bar of God, The cry of the oppressed— -of the 
millions who have perished amontj us as the brute per- 
isheth, shut out from the (jlad tidings of salvation, has 
gone there before ut, to Him who as a father pi ticth' all 
his children- Their blood is upon us as a nation; woe 
unto us, if we repent not, as a nation, in dust and ashes. 
Woe unto us if we say in our hearts, u The Lord shall 
not &vz, neither shall the God of Jacob regard it. He 
that planted the ear, shall he not hear ? He who formed 
the eye, shall He notsee?" 

But it may be urged that Now-Enzland has no parti- 
cipation in Slavery, and is not responsible for its wretch- 
edness* * 



Why are we thus willing to believe a lie? New* 
England not responsible ? Bound by the United States 
Constitution to protect the slave-holder in his sins, and 

yet not responsible? Joining hand with crime— cove- 
nanting with oppression — leaguing with pollution, and 
yet not responsible ! Palliating the Evu — hiding the 
Evil — voting for the Evi!,* do we not participate in it? 
Members of one Confederacy— children of one family 
— the cure and the shame— the sin against our brother, 
and the sin against our God— all, all the iniquity of Slave- 
ry which is revealed to man, and all which cneth in the 
car, or is manifested to the eye of Jehovah, will assured* 
ly be visited upon all our people. Why then should we 
stretch forth our hands towards our Southern brethren* 
and like the Pl\arisee thank God we are not like them? 
For as long as we recognize the infernal frihcipls 
that "man can holdproperiy in man,' 1 God will not hold 
us guiltless. So long as we take counsel of the world's 
policy instead of the Justice of Heaven : bo long as we 
pursue a mistaken political expediency in opposition to 
the express commands of God, so lung wll the wrong* 
of the Slaves rise like a cloud of witnesses against us at 
t he inevitable bar. 

Slavery i% protected by the constitutional compact — 
by the standing army— by the militia of the free states.1 
Let us not forget that should the slaves, goaded by 
wrongs unindumble, rise in desperation, and pour the tor- 
rent of their brutal revenge over the beautiful Carolinas. 
or the consecrated soil of Virginia, New-England would 

be called upon to arrest the progress of rebellion, — to 
tread out with the armed heel of her soldiery, that 
spirit of freedom, which knows no distinction of cast or 
color ; which has been kindled in the heart of the black 
man as well as the white 

• Messrs, Harvey or N. IL, Ahlliry or Vl and Ripley or 
We- voted in the Congress or 1829 against the consideration 
of a Resolution far inquiring into the expediency of abolish- 
ing Shivery In the District of Columbia 1 1 

t J. <1. Adams u tno only member ol Congress who has 
ventured to Apeak plainly of this protection. Bee also hi* 
very able Report from the minority of the Committee on Man* 
ufacturca. In his speech during the lait session, upon tbo 
bill of the Committee or Ways and Means, utter dlstusslnj 
Lho constitutional protection of Slavery, heaoya— "Bui that 
same Interest 1b further protected by tbe laws or In* United 
States. It was protected by the existence of a standing army, 
li the Slates of tTii3 Onion wrre all {no republican States, 
and none of them pressed any of the machinery of which 
he had spoken, and if another portion of the Union were not 
exposed to Hnoiher danger, from ihvlt vicinity to the tribes of 
Indian savages, he believed It would be difficult to prove to 
the Hauic any aueh thhif as the necessity of o standing army* 
What trvfact was the occupation or the army 2 It had beta 
protecting thta very same IntereaL It had been doing so ever 
tt nee the army existed. Of what use to the District of Ply- 
mouth which he there represented, was the standing array *f 
the Unitad fitatesl Ol not onn dollat'J mo anft nevsr haa 
been/' * 
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A nd what is this System which we are thus protect- 
ing and upholding 3 

A. system whicn holds two millions of God's creatures 
in bondage— which leaves on« million females witnoui 
any protection t^ive their own feeble stieugth, and 
which makes even tho 'tercUeof tuat strength n re- 
el stance to outrage, punishable with death!— which 
considers rational, immortal beings particles of traffic — 
vendible commodities— me rchai liable property,— which 
recognises no social obligations— no natural relations— 
which tears without scruple the infant from tho mother 
— the wife from tho husband — the parent from the child. 
In the strong but just language of another — "It is the 
full measure of pure, unmixed, unsophisticated wicked- 
ness ; and scorning all competition or comparison, it 
stands without a rival in the tecure, indisputed posses- 
sion of its detestable pre-eminence." . 

So fearful an evil should have its remedies. 

The following are among the many which have been 
from time to ti*»ie proposed: — 

1. Placing the staves in the condition of tho serfs ot 
Poland and Russia, fixed to the sod, and without the 
right on the part of the master to seil or renuve them. 
Tins was intended as a preliminary to complete em met- 
pat ion at some remote period ; hut it is impossible to per* 
ccive either its justice or expediency. 

2. Gradual Abolition, an indefinite term, but which 
U understood to imply the draining away drop by drop 
of tho great ocean of wrong, — plueSimg off at long inter* 
vals somo straggling branches of the moral Up has — 
holding out to unborn generations the shadow of a hope 
which tho prcseritmay never feel; — gradually cca&iug 
to do evil; gradually retraining from robbery, lu*t and 
murder: — in brief, obeying ashou-si^hted and criminal 
policy rather thin the commands of God. 

3. Abstinence on the part of the people of the free 
states from the use of the known products of slave la- 
bor, in order to rsndur that labor profitless. Beyond a 
doubt the example of conscientious individuals may 
jave a salutary effect upon the minds of the slave- 
holders j*— but eo long as our confederacy exists, a com- 
mercial intercourse with shwc-staies, and a consumption 
of their product* cannot be nvoidcd.f 

4. Colonization. 

The exclusive object of the American Colonization 
Society, according to the second article of its constitu- 
tion, is to colonize the fret people o color residing 
among us, in Africa or su*Ji other place as Congress may 
direct. Steadily adhering to this object it has nothing 
to do with Slavery ; and 1 allude to it, as a rniteitif only 
because some of its friends have in view an eventual 
abolition or an amelioration of the evil. 

Let facts speak. 

Tho Colonization Society was organized in 1817. It 



• Tho folio wine is n recorded statement or tho venerated 
Blc William Junes : l * Lei Giisar bo as chcup ns it irniy If, It is 
better to cut none— IjtUier io cut uln'fl timl oiUi>qiitfiil-1u ihtiu 
violate ii primary law hnpn-SKCil on uvrry limit, tmi imtrnjiril 
wl'li avarice ihnn ro»> one hnmun crcmuro oi ilmse eternal 
right* or which noUw on earth can jnsily deprive him." 

* It moy to duubtrd whether IvTr. W, lw attached sumdrm 
Importance to this principle. If it be io wrong furnish l he 
(HTKlucta of slnvc-lubor, how can tike right to con mimic litem 7 

Goods obtained by robbery fthould bo held contrubind— The 
cx (nen co of our "ennfodcrncy" cannot prevent hidlv-tluuli 
and associations from exerting on influence in this wiiy. And, 
although the effects of indivhtuat uhtttntn c might he as un- 
availing a means of reform tti Individual abstinence fnuii 
•troog drink, yet combined effort inlg'it be n* powerful here, 
a* (a the Temperance unite. In England, u exerted a power 
M influence li* procuring the abolition of the Clare trade— 



has 218 auxiliary societies. The Legislature* of 14 
States have recommended it* Contributions have pour- 
ed into its treasury from every quarter of the United 
States* Addresses in its favor have been heard from all 
our pulpits* 

U has been in operation IG years.. During this period 
nearly one million human beings have died m Slavery : 
and the number of Slaves have increased, more than 
half a million, or in round numbers, 550,000 

The Colonization Society 1ms been busily 
engaged all this while in conveying tha 
slaves to Africa— in other words abolishing 
Slavery- In this very charitable occupation 
it hascurricd away manumitted slaves, CIS* 

Balance against the Society, 5-19,387 ! 

But enough of its abolition tendency. What has it 
done for amelioration T 

Witness the newly enacted laws of some of the stave 
states— taws bloody as the code Draco, violating the 
awa of God and the unalienable rights of bis; chil- 
dren*^ 

But why fcilk of Amelioration 7 Amelioration of 
what?— of ain — of crime unutterable^ of a System of 
wrong atid outrage horrible in the eyes of God! Why 
seek to mark the Une of a selfish policy, a carnal expe* 
diency between the criminality of Hell, and that re- 
pentance and itsfruits enjoined ofHeaven7 

For the principles and views of the Society we must 
look to its own statements and admissions; to its An- 
nual Reports; tothoscofit? Auxiliaries; to the speech- 
es and writings of ita advocates j — and to its organ, the 
African Repository, 

1. It excuses Slavery and apologises far slave-holders. 
Proof. "Slavery is an evilcntnded upon the present 

generation of slaveholders, which they must suffer, 
whether they will or not l" — African Hep. vol, 5. p* 179, 
"The existence of Slavery umon£ us, though not at all 
to be objected to our Southern brethren csajavltf* £e.— 
21 Report of X. Y. Col, Soc- "It (the Society) 

condemns no man because he is a Slave-holder." — Af m 
Hep, Recognising the constitutional and legitimate ex- 
istence of Slavery^ it seeks not to interfere, Cither direct- 
ly or indirectly, with the rights it crrates. *4cbnoir> 
Udging the necessity by which Us present c<mtinxuincr 9 
mid thertgorous provisions for Us maintenance or* justi- 
fied** #c— African Repository, VoLXp. 16. "They 
(the Abolitionists) confound the ittta/urtuuei of one gene- 
ration with the crimes of another, and would sacrifice 
both individual and public good to an ttu substantial the- 
ory of the rights cf men J "'—African Rrp. Vol. 7* ». 
202* 

2. It pledges itself not to oppose the System of Slavery* 
£ roof. "Our Society and the friends of Coloniza- 
tion wish to be distinctly understood upon this point* 
Prom the beginning they have disavowed, and they do 
yet dlsavow t that their object b the emancipation of 
staves.* 1 —Speech of Jumca S. Green, Esq.— riret An- 
nual Report of the N, Jersey Col. Soc, 

"This institution proposes to do good by a specific 
course of measures. Its direct and specific purpoae in 
not the abolition of jlorery, or the relief of pauperism, 
or tha extension of commerce and civilization, or the 
enlargement of science, or of the conversion of the 
hcatlicn. The single object which ita constitution pre- 
scribes, mul to which all its efforts are necessarily di- 
rected, is African colonization from America. It pro- 
po>es only to afford facilities for tho voluntary emigra- 
tion of the free p*ople of color from this country to the 
country of their fathers. 1 *— Review of African Coloni- 
zation.— Christian Spectator for Sept. 1S30. 



Address of ibft Manaf ers of Col* Society, 1 832. 
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f *'2l b no abzlilion Society; it addresses as yet argu- 
ments to no matter, and disavows with horror the idea 
of offering temptations to any slave. It denies the de- 
sign 0/ atttmjytin* emancipation, either partial or gen* 
trcL" — 'The Colonization Society Vindicated.*—: Afri- 
can Rep. vol iiip, 197. 

** The Colonization Society, as such, have renounced 
wholly the name and the characteristics of abolitionists. 

On this point they have been unjustly and injuriously 
slandered. Into their accounts the subject of eman- 
cipation doe* not enter at alL" — N.E. — Idem p. 306. 

** From its origin, and throughout the whole period 
of its existence, a Ins constantly disclaimed all inten- 
tion of interfering, in the smallest degree, with the 
rights of property, or the object of emancipation, grad- 
ual or immediate." * * * 41 The Society presents to 

the American public, no project of emancipation." — Mr. 
Clay's Speech, — Idem, vol. vLpp. 13, 17. 

The emancipation of slaves or the amelioration of 
their condition, with the moral, intellectual^ and political 
improvement a? people of color within tht United States, 
«re objects fireign to the powers of this Society," — Ad- 
dress of the Board of Managers of the Am. Col. Soc, 
*o its Auxiliary Societies.— Idem, vol. vii. p. 291. 

"The Society, as a society, recognises no principles in 
reference to the Slave-system. It says nothings and 
proposes to do nof Atng, respecting it." * * * ** So far 
as we can ascertain, the supporters of* the colonization 
policy. generally believe, tliat slaveryisin this country 
a constitutional and legitimate system, which they hate 
no inclination, interest nor ability to disturb*"— North 
Am. Review, for July 1832. 
It regards God's rationed creatures as property* 
Proof, 41 We hold their slaves as we hold their other 
jpropcrty t sacred."— African Rep. vol. i, p. $93. 

u< It is equally plain and undeniable that the Society, 
, In the prosecution of this work, has never interfered or 
evinced oven a disposition to interfere in any way with 
'the rights of proprietors of e/ape$."— Idem, vol* vi. p. 
■205. 

"To the slaveholder, who has charged upon them 
<he wicked design of interfering with the rights of pro- 
perty under the specious pretext of removing a vicious 
and dangerous free population, they address themselves 
in a tone of conciliation and sympathy. We know 
your rights t say they, end toe respect thtm. u — Idem, vol. 
vii, p. 100. 

/( boasts that Us measures are calculated toptrpetu* 
ate the detested System of Slavery — to remote the fears 
-of ttie Stavc-holdtr t and increase the value of his stock 0 " 

human beings. 

Proof. "They, (the Southern slave-holders) will 
-contribute more effectually to the continuance and 
strength of this system (SlaTcry) by removing those 
low free, than by any or all other methods which 
<an possibly be devised."— Af. Rep, vol. i. p. 227. 

"So far from being connected with the abolition of 
slavery, the measure proposed would bo one of the 
greatest securities to enable the master to keep in pos- 
session his own property." — Speech of John Randolph 
at the first meeting of the Colonization Society. 

" The tendency of the scheme, and one of its objects, 
is to secure slave-holders, and the wholo Southern 
Country, against certain evil consequences growing out 
of the present three-fold mixture of our population," — 
Address of the Rockbridge Col. Soc. — Af. Rep. vol. iv. 
p. S74. 

" There was but one Way, (to avert danger,) but that 
might be made effectual, fortunately. It was to pro- 
vide AND KEEP OPEN A DRAIN FOR THE EXCESS BETOND 
TITI OCCASIONS OF PROFITABLE EMPLOYMENT. Mr. 

Archer had been stating the case in the supposition, 



that aficr the present class of free blacks had been ex- 
hausted, by the operation of the plan ho was recom- 
mending, others would be supplied for action, in the 
proportion of the excess of colored population it would 
bo necessary to throw ofT, by the process of voluntary 
manumission or sale, Th& effect must result inevitably 
from the depreciating value of the elaves, ensuing their 
disproportionate multiplication. Thfi depreciation 
would be relieved and retarded at the same time, by 
the process. The two operations would aid reciprocal* 
ly, and sustain each other, and both be in the highest 
degree beneficial. It was on tho ground of interest, 
therefore, the moat indisputable pecuniary interest, that 
he addressed himself to the people and Legislatures of 
the slave-holding states.*' — Speech of Mr- Archer. 
— Fifteenth Annual Report. 

"The slave-holder, who is in danger of having hia 
slaves contaminated by their free friends of color, will 
not only be relieved from this danger, but the value or 
nis slave will u£ enhanced." — A new and inter- 
esting view *q[ Slavery. By Humanitas, a colonization 
advocate, Baltimore, ld20. 

It denies the power of Christian Love to overcome oil 
unholy prejudice against a portion of our fellow-crea- 
tures. 

Proof. "The Managers consider it clear that cau- 
ses exist and are operating to prevent their (the blacks,) 
improvement and elevation to any considerable extent 
as a class, in this country, which are fixed, not only 
beyond the control at the friends of humanity, hut of 
any human power. Christianity will not do for them 
here, what it will do for them in Africa, This is not a 
fault of the colored man, nor Christianity ; but an 'ordi- 
nation of Providence, and no more to lie changed than 
the laws of Nature !" — Last Annual Report of Ameri- 
can Colonization Society. 

" The habits, the feelings, all the prejudices of society 
— prejudices which neither refinement, nor argument, 
nor education, nor religion itself, can subdue — 
mark the people of color, whether bond or free, as the 
subjects of a degradation inevitable and incurable. The 
African in this country belongs by birth to the very 
lowest station in society; and from that station he can 
never risk, be his talents, hia enterprise, hi£ virtues 
what they may. * + * They constitute n class by 
themselves — a class out of* which no individual can be 
elevated, and below which none can be depressed,"— 
African Repository, vol. iv. pp. ] IS, 119. 

"Is it not wise, for the free people of color and their 
friends to admit, what cannot reasonably be doubted,, 
that the people of color must, in this country, i;main* 
for ages, probably for ever, a separate and inferior 
caste, weighed down by causes, powerful, universal, in* 
evitablo; which neither Legislation nor Christianity 
can remove?" — Idem, vol. vii, p. 19G, 

6. It opposes strenuously the * ducativn of the blacks in 
this Country^ as useless, as welt js dmgeraut. 

Proof. "If the free colorrd people were generally 
taught fo read it might be utt inducement to them to 
remain in this country, (that is, in their native country!) 
Wo would ofTcr them no such inducement." — South- 
ern Religious Telegraph, Feb. 19, 1831. 

"The public safety of our brethren at the south re- 
quires them (the slaves) to be kept ignorant and unin- 
structed." — O. P. Dissosway, Esq, an eminent Colom- 
zationist, 

11 It is the business of the free (their safety requires it) 
to keep t he slaves in ignorance. But a few days asjo, a 
proposition was made in the Legislature of Georgia to 
allow them so much instruction as to enable them to read 
the Bible ; which was promptly rejected by a largo 
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majority," Proceedings or N. Y. State Colonization 1 ] however hones^ would find it impossible always 
Society at its second anniversary. jjto distinguish between the African slave-trader 

or his agents and other dealers. And how man/ 
skopkeepers are there anywhere that would be 
over scrupulous in questioning n customer with 

a full purse ?" 

But wc are told that the Colonization Society 
is to civilize and evangelize Africa. " Each 



E» B. Caldwell, the first Secretary of the American 
Colonization Sociefy, in his Bpeech m. its formation, re- 
commended them to be kept 11 in the lowest ttateof is 
noranco and degradation, for (says he) the nearer you 
bring them to ?he condition of brutes, the better cliancc 
do you fi^ve them of possessing their apathy ! I" 

My limits will not admit of a more extended 
examination. To ihe documents from whence 
the above extracts have been made I would « all 
the attention of every real friend of humanity. 
I seek to do the Colonization Societv no injus- 
tice; but I wish the public generally to under- 
stand its character-* 

The tendency of the Society to abolish the 
Slave-Trade by means of its African Colony, 
has been strenuously urged by its friends. But 
the fallacy of this, is now admitted by all: wit- 
ness the following from the Reports of the Soci- 
ety itself. 

<l Some appalling facts in regard to the Slave 
trade have come to the knowledge of the Board 
.of Managers, during ihe last year. With undi- 
minished atrocity and activity is this odious 
traffic now carried on all along the African Coast- 
Slaw factories are established in the immediate 
vicinity of the colony; and at the Gallinas, (be- 
tween Liberia and Sierra Leone) not less than 
900 slaves were shipped during last summer, in 
the space of three weeks." — Fourteenth Annual 
HeporL 1831. 

April 6, 1832, the Housfe of Commons of Eng- 
land ordered the printing of a document entitled 
" Slave-Trade, Sierra Leone,*' containing official 
■evidence of the fact that the pirates engaged in 
the African Slave Trade, are supplied from the 
stores of Sierra Leone and Liberia, with such 
articles as the in fernal traffic demands ! An able 

English writer on the subject of Colonization,! 
thus notices this astounding fact: 
' " And here it may be well to observe, that as 
long as negro slavery lasts, all colonies on the 
African caasL of whatever description, must tend 
to support it, because, in all commerce, the sup- 
ply is more or less proportioned to the demand. 
The demand exists in negro slavery ; the supply 
arises from the African slave-trade. And what 
greater convenience could the African slave- tra- 
ders desire-thaa shops well stored along the coast, 
with the verjr articles which thejr trade demands! 
That the African slave-traders dogcl thus supplied 
at Sierra Leone and Liberia ismatier of official 
' evidence: and weknow,from the natureof human 
things, that they will get supplied, in defiance ol 
all law or precaution, as long as the demand calls 
fqr ibe supply, and there are free shops stored 
'with all they wont at hand. The shop-keeper, 

# & would especially Invite tlio attention nf my fricntls to 
"Thought* on ColoDlzntkm"— a very able ami c1i«]uent 
parophfccby'a orach traduced and nobie-hcurted philanthro- 
pist. WtttJtm L Morrison, of Boston ; anil nhntlifl first unnu- 
al Report orfbcNov-Eoglaod Ann-Slavery Boclety, 

t "Prejudice .Vincible, or the Practicability of conquering 
Prejudice by better means Una Slavery or bxlle, lit relation 
to th» AmericeACoWz.iiJon fiacl^, by C. Brecon, Liver 
pool, Smith 4 Co. itaz* 



emigrant says Henry Clay, the ablest advocate 
which the Society has yet found ; 11 is a Missiona- 
ry, carrying with him credentials in the holy 
cause of civilization, religion and free institu- 
tions!!" 

Beautiful and heart-cheering idea! But stay— 
who are these emigrants — these Missionaries 7 

The free people of color. "They, and they 
ojtfy," says the African Repository, the Society's 
organ, " are qualified for colonizing Africa." 

What are their qualifications 1 Let the Socie- 
ty answer in its own words: — 

(t Free blacks are n greater nuisance than even 
slaves themselves." — African Repository, voL 2, 
p. 328. 

" A horde of miserable people— the objects of 
universal suspicion — subsisting by plunder," — 
C. F. Mercer. 

<s Au anomalous race of beings the most de- 
based upon earth." — African Repository, vol. 7 r 
p- 230. 

" Of all classes of our population the most 
vicious is that of the free colored." — Tenth An- 
nual Report of Colonization Society. 

I might go on to quote still further the "cre- 
dentials" which the free people of color are to 
carry with them to Liberia.-— But I forbear. 

1 come now to the onty practicable — the only 
just scheme of Emancipation : — Immediate Abo-, 
lition of Slavery : an immediate acknowledg- 
ment of the great truth; that man cannot hold 
property in man; an immediate surrender of 
baneful prejudice to Christian love; an immedi- 
ate practical obedience to the command of Jesus 
Christ: — iC Whatsoever ye would that m&t 
sliould do unto yoitj do ye even so to tkem. n 

A correct understanding of what is meant by 
Immediate Abolition must convince every can- 
did mind, that it is neither visionary uordanger- 
ous; that it involves no disastrous consequences 
of bloodshed and desolation ; but, on the contra- 
ry, that it is a safe, practicable, efficient remedy 
for -the evils of the Slave-system.. . . 

The term Immediate* is used in contrast with, 
that of Gradual Earnestly as I wish it— I do 
not expect — no one expects — that the- tremendous 
system of oppression can be instantaneously over- 
thrown. The terrible and unrebukable indigna- 
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* Hev. Dr. Thornton, of Edinburgh, thus speaks of 
it: "Were I to treat tho term gradual as aorao of our 
enemies hato tho term irnmediatc t I could eaiily by tho 
help of a lililu quibbling, bring you to tho oonchujoa 
that, as hitherto employed, it, meant that tho. abolition 
of Slavery will ncvci take place.'! "Tho' peaniflg of 
Oio word as used by us U perfectly clear; it is to be 
considered *nd understood under the direction of com-i 
mo a sense— and as modified and expounded bylhostatet 
m*nts with which it is associated." 
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lion of a free people has not yet been sufficiently 
concentrated agamst it. The friends of aboli- 
tion have not forgotten the peculiar organization 
of our Confederacy— the delicate division of 
power between the states and the general gov- 
ernment- They see the many obstacles in their 
path-way; but they know that public opinion can 
overcome them all. They ask no aid of physi- 
cal coercion. They seek to obtain their object 
not with the weapons of violence and blood, but 
with those of reason and truth, prayer to God, 
and entreaty to man. 

They seek to impress indelibly upon every 
human heart the true doctrines of the rights of 
man; to establish nGw and for ever this great 
and fundamental truth of human liberty — that 
man cannot Itold property in his brother; for 
they believe that the general admission of this 
truth will utterly destroy "the system of slavery- 
based as that system is'upqzra denial cr disre- 
gard ol it. To make use of the clear exposition 
of an eminent advocate of Immediate Abolition,* 
our plan of emancipation is simply this: "To 
promulgate the doctrine of human rights in high 
Places and low places, and all places where there 
are human beings- To whisper it in chimney 
corners, and to proclaim it from the house-tops — 

J'ea, from the mountain-tops. To pour it out 
Lke water from the pulpit and the press. To 
raise it up with all the food of the inner man, 
from infancy to gray hairs — to give " line upon 
line, and precept upon precept," till it forms one 
of tne foundation principles, and parts lndistruc- 
tible of the public soui. Let those who contemn 
this plan, renounce if they have not done it al- 
ready, the gospel plan of converting the world; 
let tnem renounce every plan of moral reforma- 
tion, and every plan whatsoever which does not 
terminate in the gratification of their own ani- 
mal natures. 

The friends of emancipation would urge in the 
first instance an Immediate Abolition of Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and in the Territories 
of Florida and Arkansas. 

The number of slaves in these portions of the 
Country, coming under the direct jurisdiction of 
the General Government, is as foil ows: 

District of Columbia, - - - G,119 
Territory of Arkansas, - - 4,576 
Territory of Florida, - - - 15,501 



Total, 26,196 

Here then are twenty-six tlioiisarul human 
beings, fashioned in the image of God, the fitted 
temples of His Holy Spirit, held by the Govern- 
ment in the abhorrent chains of Slavery. The 
power to emancipate them is clear. It is indis- 
putable.f It does not depend upon the twenty- 

* Professor Wright, of tho Western Rcscrvo College, 
Ohio. 

t Thi report of Mr. Alexander in the Congress of 
IfiZS, unfavorable to the prayer of the petition for abol- 
ishing Slavery in the District of Columbia, may be re- 
fer rod to, as a specimen of the veriest sophistry which 
«?cr supplied the place of argument. 



five slave votes in Congress. It lies with the 
free states.* Their duty is before them: the- 
fear of God, and not of man, let them perform it. 
Let them at once strike off the grievous fetters. 
Let them declare that man shall no longer hold 
his fellow-man in bondage — a beast of burden — 
an article of traffic, within the Government do- 
main. God and truth and eternal justice de- 
mands this. The very reputation of our fathers 
— the honor of our land — every principle of lib- 
erty, humanity, expediency demand it A sacred 
regard to free principles originated our indepen- 
dence, not the paltry amount of practical evil 
complained of. And although our fathers left 
their great work unfinished, it is our duty to fol- 
low out their principles. Short of Liberty 
and Equality we cannot stop without doing in- 
justice to tbeir memories. If our fathers intend- 
ed that Slavery should be perpetual — that our 
practice should for ever give the lie to our pro- 
fessions — why is the great constitutional com- 
pact so' guardedly silent on the subject of human 
servitude? If State necessity demanded this 
perpetual violation of the laws of God and the 
rights of man — this continual solecism in a 
Government of Freedom — why is it not met as 
a necessity, incurable and inevitable, and formal- 
ly and distinctly recognized as a settled part ol 
our social system ? State Necessity, that impe- 
rial tyrant seeks no disguise. In the language 
of- Sheridan, " what he does, he dares avow, anu 
avowing, scorns any other justification than the 
great motives which placed the iron sceptre in his 
grasp." 

Can it be possible that our fathers felt this 
Stale necessity strong upon them ? No— for they 
left open the door for emancipation— ihey left us 
the light of their pure principles ol liberty — they 
framed the great charter of American rights, 
without emfjloying a term in its structure to 
which in alter times of universal freedom the 
enemies of our country could point with accusa- 
tion or reproach. 1 
What is our duty ? 

To give effect to the spirit of our Constitution; 
to plant ourselves upon the great Declaration and 
declare in the face of all tne world, that politi- 
cal, religious and legal hypocrisy shall no longer 
cover as with loathsome leprosy the features of 
American freedom ; to loose at once the bands of 
wickedness — to undo the heavy burdens, and let 
the oppressed go free. 

We have indeed been authoritatively told in 
Concress and elsewhere thai our brethren of the 
South and West will brook no farther agitation 
of the subject of Slavery- What then!— shall 
we heed the unrighteous prohibition? No — by 
our duty as Christians — as politicians — by our 
duty to ourselves — to our neighbor and to God, 
we are called upon to agitate this subject ; to 
give Slavery no resting place tinder the liallow- 



* "Trjst not" said the illustrious Canning, "the mat* 
tcrff of Slate* ia vrhtl coDcrrm legislation for Slavery* 
Let the evil be remedied by a government cf fixe peo- 
ple, wd not by the mutrrs of Slavei," 
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ed -Egis of a government of freedom ; to tear it 
orot and branch, with all its fruits of abomina- 
tion, at least from the soil of the national domain. 
The slave-holder may mock us — the representa- 
tives of property — merchandise — vendible com- 
modities, may threaten us; still our duty is im- 
perative j the spirit of the constitution should be 
maintained within the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the Government If we cannot l< provide for the 
general welfare; 5 ' if we cannot "guarantee to 
each of the States a republican form of govern- 
ment,"* let us at least, no longer legislate for a 
free nation within view of the falling whip, and 
within hearing of the execrations ot the task- 
master, and the prayer of his slave J 

I deny the right of the slaveholder to impose 
silence on his brother of the North in reference 
to Slavery, What! compelled to maintain the 

■System — to keep up the standing army which 
protects it, and yet be denied the poor privilege 
of remonstrance ! Ready, at the summons of 
the master to put down the insurrections of his 
slaves — the out-breaking of that revenge which 
is now, and has been, in all nations, and all 
times, the inevitable consequence of oppression 
and wrong — and yel like automata, to act but 

-not speak! Are we to be denied even the right 

:of a slave — the right to murmur ? 

1 am not unaware that my remarks maybe re 
garded by many as dangerous and exceptionable; 
that I may be regarded as a fanatic for quoting 
the language of eternal truth, and denounced as 
an incendiary for maintaining, in tl*£ spirit as 
well as the letter, the doctrines of American In- 
dependence. But if such are the consequents 
of a simple performance of duty, I shall not 
regard them. If my feeble appeal but reaches 

* The reader will find some spe dilations and forebod- 
ing* on this point in tho very iblo speeches of Vice presi- 
dent Calhoun and Gov. Pomdetter of Mississippi, in the 
U. States Senate. It is foreign to my pn-sent purpose to 
mcddlo in anyway with tho doctrine of Nullification— a I 
doctrine, which whatever it may have boon originally, has 1 
been recently so sublimated and mystified, as to admit 
only of tho Scotchman'* well known definition of Meta- 
physics: " Ho that speaks disna wcel ken what he says. 
And ho that listens disna weel ken what he hears." But 
I would ask tho reader to follow out the doctrine of the 
rights of tho minority, o> the inferior power, in point of 
physical or political strength, as maintained in the speech- 
es abovn reform! to, and see to what it will lead. If 
there could be found moial energy enough amonjj tho 
slaves of South Carolina to apply " (Af ptactful rimtdy" 
—to enable ihcm to stand upon their reserved rights 
at members of tho great human family, and formally 
demand a reduction of their burdens— «nV sufferings— 
what course could South Carolina adopt? If inn* to 
her principles— in which if sho errs at all it is on tho f 
side of liberty— sho would grant that reduction. 1Vou!d ! 
*he use coercion— brute force — becauso tho law allowed J 
it? No, With Uie indignant eloquence of her own j 
great champion sho would ecornfullv repudiate " the idea, 
as (ophi* try— bloody Eophiitry — such as cast Daniel in tlio 
lion** den, and the three Innocents into the fiery furnace; 
the same sophistry under which tho bloody edicts of 
Nero and Caligula were oiecuted " She world scorn 
to ''collect tribute from net slaves under tho mouth of 
cannon"— to " enforce robbery by murder"— to act upon 
the TOrue aba traction— the miserable sophistry of cnfoi* 
cine »* livggvhcthor just or unjust. [See speech of J. C. 
Calhoun ft* tho U* . Senate on the Enforcing Bill.] 



the hearts of anvwho arc now slumbering in ir/t^ 
quity — if it shall" have power given it to shaker 
down one stone Jrom that foul temple where the 
blood of human victims is offered to the Moloch 
of Slavery — if under Providence, it can break 
one fetter from off the image of God, and enable 



one suffering African 

« To feel 

The weight of human misery lessj and glide 
Ungroaning to the torch," 

I shall not have written in vain; my conscience 
will be satisfied. 

Far be it from me to cast new bitterness into 
the gall and wormwood waters of sectional pre- 
judice. No — I desire peace — the peace of uni- 
versal love— of catholic sympathy — the peace of 
'a common interest— a common feeling— a com- 
mon humanity. But so iong as Slavery is tole- 
rated, no such peace can exist Liberty and 
Slavery cannot dwell in harmony together. 
There will be a perpetual 'war in the members' 
of the political Mezentius— between the living 
and the dead. God and man have placed be- 
tween them an everlasting barrier — an eternal 
separation. No matter under what name or law 
or compact their union is attempted, the ordina- 
tion of Providence has forbidden it- and it can- 
not stand. Peace!— there can be no peace 
between justice and oppression — between robbery 
and tmhteousness — truth and falsehood — freedom 
and slavery. 

The Slave-holding States are not free. The 
name of Liberty is there, but the spirit is want- 
ing. They do not partake of its invaluable 
blessings. Wherever Shivery exists to any con- 
siderable extentj with the exception of some re- 
cently settled portions of the country, and which 
have not yet lelt in a great degree the baneful 
and deteriorating influences of slave-labor— we 
hear at this moment the cry of suffering. Wc 
are told of grass-grown streets — of crumbling 
riansions— of beggared planters and barren 
plantations — of (ear from without— of terror 
within. The once fertile fields are wasted and 
tenantless, Tor the curse of Slavery — the impro- 
vidence ot that labor whose hire has been kept 
back by fraud— has been. theiJ, poisoning the 
very earth beyond the reviving influence of tKe 
eaify and the later ruin. A moral mildew min- 
ifies with and blasts the economy of nature. It 
is as if the finger of the everlasting God had 
written upon the soil nf the slave-holder the lan- 
guage of His displeasure. 

Let then the Slave-holding states consult their 
present interest by beginning without delay the 
work of emancipation. If they fear not, and 
mock at the fiery indignation of Him, to whom 
vengeance belongeth, let temporal interest per- 
suade them. Tney know, they must know 1 that 
the present slatr uf things cannot long continue. 
Mind is the same every where, no matter what 
may be the complexion of the frame which it 
animates: there is a love of liberty which the 
scourge cawiot eradicate — a hatred ofoppre»ion 
which cenwries of degradation cannot estin- 
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guish. The slave wilt become conscious sooner 
or later of his strength— his physical superiority, 
and will exert it, HU torch will ha at the thres- 
hold and his knife at the throat of the planter. 
Horrible and indiscriminate will he this ven- 
geance. Where then will be the pride— the 
beauty and the chivalry of the South? The 
smoke of her torment will rise upward like a 
thick cloud visible over the whole earth. 

"Belio the negro'* powers:— in headlong will, 
Christifca, thyorotfier thou shall find Mm etili. 
Belie his virtues alnco his wrongs began, 
His follies and his crimes hare stamped him man. 11 * 



Let the cause of insurrection be removed then 
as speedily as possible. Cease to oppress. u Let I 
him that stole steal no more." Let the laborer! 
have his hire. Bind hi nr. no longer by the cords 
of Slavery, but with those of kindnessand broth- 
erly love. Watch over him for his good. Pray 
for him; instruct him; pour light into the dark* 
□ess of his mind. 

Let this be done ; and the horrible fnars which 
now haunt the slumbers of the slave-holder will 
depart. Conscience will lake down its racks 
and gibbets, and his soul will be at peace. His 
lands will no longer disappoint his hopes. 
Free labor will renovate them. 
Historical facts — thenatureof the human-mind 
—the demonstrated truths of political economy 
— the analysis of cause and effect, all concur 
in establishing, 

1* That Immediate Abolition is a safe, and 
just and peaceful remedy for the evils of the 
slave -system. 

2. *niat Free labor, its necessary consequence, 
is more productive, and more advantageous to 
the planter than slave-labor. 

In proof of the proposition it is only neces- 
sary to state the undeniable fact that immediate 
emancipation, whether by an individual or a 
community, has, in no instance been attended 
with violence and disorder on the part of the 
emancipated; but that on the contrary it litis 
promoted cheerfulness, industry, and laudable 
ambition, in the place of sullen discontent, in- 
dolence and despair. 
' The case of St. Domingo is in point. Blood 
was indeed shed on that island like water, but 
it was not in consequence of emancipation. It 
was shed in the civil war which preceded it, and 
in the iniquitous attempt to restore the Slave- 
system in 1801* It flowed on the sanguine 
altar of slavery, not on the pure and peaceful 
one.of emancipation, No— there, as in all the 
world and in all times, the violence of oppres- 
sion engendered violence on the part oi the op- 
pressed, and vengeance followed only upon the 
iron footsteps of wrong. When, where, did 
justice to the Injured waken their hate and ven- 
geance? When, where did love and kindness 
and sympathy irritate and madden the persecu- 
ted — the broken-hearted— the foully wronged? 
In September, 1703, the Commissioner of the 

*' Montgomery, 



French National Convention Issued his procla- 
mation giving immediate freedom to all the 
slaves of St. Domingo. Did the slaves baptize 
their freedom in blood? Did they fight, like 
unchained desperadoes because thfly had been 
made free? Did they murder their emancipa- 
tors? No— they acted, aa human beings mutt 
act, under similar circumstances, by a law as 
irresistible as those of the Universe — kindness 
disarmed them— justice conciliated them-* free- 
dom ennobled them. No tumult followed this 
wide and instanlaireous emancipation. It cost 
not one drop of blood ; it abated not one tittle 
of the wealth, or the industry of th* island. 
Colonel Maienfant, a slave proprietor residing 
at the time on the island, states that after the 
public act of abolition, the negroes iemaincc 
perfectly quiet — they had obtained all they ask* 
ed for — Liberty, and they continued to work 
upon all the plantations.* 

"There were estates" hesays, "which had 
neither owners nor managers resident upon 
them, yet upon these estates, though abandon- 
ed, the negroes continued their labors where 
there were any even inferior agents to guide 
them, and on those estates where no white men 
were left to direct them, they betook themselves 
io the planting of provisions; but upon all the 
plantations where the whites resided, the blacks 
continued to labor as quietly as before," Colo- 
nel Maienfant says, that when many of his 
neighbors, proprietors, or managers,- were in 
prison, the negroes of their plantations came to 
him to beg him to direct them in their work. 
"If you will take care not to talk to them of 
the restoration of slaveiy, but talk to thentof 
freedom, you may with this word chain them 
down to their labor- How did Toussaint suc- 
ceed? How did I succeed before his time In 
the plain of the Culde-Sacon the plantation of 
Gourand, during more than eight months after 
liberty had been granted to the slaves? Let 
those who knew mo at that time, let the blacks 
themselves, he asked: they will all reply that 
not a single negro upon that plantation, consist- 
ing of more than four hundred and fifty labor- 
ers, refused to work; and yet this plantation 
was thought to be under the worst discipline 
and the slaves the most idle of any in the plain, 
I inspired the same activity into three other 
plantations of which I had the management. 
If all the negroes had come from Africa within 
six months, if they had the love of indepen- 
dence that the Indians have, I should own that 
force must be employed ; but ninety nine out 
of a hundred of the blacks ar& aware that with- 
out labor they cannot procure the things that 
are necessary for them ; that there is no other 
method of satisfying: their wonts and their 
tastes. They know that they must work, they 
wish to do so, and they will do so." 
"This is strong testimony- In 1796 three 



* Moleafaat, Memoirs Tor a If ittfarytffSL jP-amia 
go by Gen, Ltcroix, 1819* & 
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years after the act of emancipation we are told 
that the colony was flourishing under Tous- 
eaint — that the whites lived huppily and peace- 
ably on their estates, and the blacks continued 
to work for them. Up to 1601 thu same happy 
date of things continued. The colony weut on 
as by enchantment — cultivation made day by 
day a perceptible progress, under the recupera- 
tive energies of free labor. 

In 1801 General Viacent a proprietor of es- 
tates in the island was sent by Toussaint to 
Paris for the purpose of laying before the Direc- 
tory the new Constitution which had been 
adopted at St. Domingo. He reached France 
just after the peace of Amiens, when Napoleon 
was fitting out his ill-starred armament for the 
insane purpose of restoring Slavery in the 
Island. Gen. Vincent remonstrated solemnly 
and earnestly against an expedition so prepos- 
terous, so cruel and unnecessary — undertaken 
at a moment when all was peace and quietness 
in the colony; when the proprietors were in 
peaceful possession of their estates ; when cul- 
tivation was making rapid progress; and the 
blacks were industrious and happy beyond ex- 
ample. He begged that this beautiful t-(ate of 
things might not be reversed. Its issue is well 
known. Threatened once more with the hor- 
rors of slavery, the peaceful and quiet laborer 
became transformed into a demon of ferocity. 
The plough-share and the pruning-hook gave 
way to the pike and the dagger. The white 
invaders were driven back by the sword and 
the pestilence ; and then, and not till then, was 
the property of the planters seized upon by the 
excited and infuriated blacks. 

In 1804 Dessaline**was proclaimed Emperor 
of Hayti: the black troops were in a great 
measure disbanded, and they immediately re- 
turned to the cultivation of the plantations. 
From that period to the present there has been 
no want of industry among the inhabitants. 

Mr. Harvey* who during the reign of Chris- 
tophe, resided at Cape Francoise, in describing 
the character and condition of the inhabitants, 
says: <( It was nn interesting sight to behold this 
class of the Hay t tans, now in possession of 
their freedom, coming in groups to the market 
nearest which they resided, bringing the- pro- 
duce of their industry there for sale ; and after- 
wards returning, carrying back the necessary 
articles of living which the disposal of their 
commodities had enabled them to purchase : all 
evidently cheerful and happy. Nor could it 
fail to occur to the mind that their present con- 
dition furnished 1 the most satisfactory answer 
to that objection to the general emancipation of 

slave* found on their alleged unfitness to value 
and improve the benefits of liberty. 5 ' * * * 

" As they^would not suffer, so they do not require 
the attendance of one acting in the capacity of 
a driver with the instrument of punishment in 



| Memoir© Hi&torique «t Politique das Colonicp, &c. 
* Sketches of Hayil. 



his hand. As far as I had an opportunity ol 
ascertaining from what fell under my own ob- 
servation, and fnm what I gathered from other 
Europem residents, I am persuaded of one 
general fact, which, on account of its impor- 
tance, I shall state in the most explicit terms, 
viz: — that theKaytians employed in cultivating 
the plantations, as well as the rest of the popula- 
tion perform as much work in a given time as 
they were accustomed to do during their subjec- 
tion to the French. And if we may judge of their 
future improvement by the change which has 
been already effected^ it may reasonably be anti- 
cipated that Hayti will ere long contain a popu- 
lation not inferior in their industry to that of 
any rivilized nation in the world." * * * * 
"Everyman had some calling to occupy his 
attention ; instances of idleness or intempe- 
rance were of rare occurrence, the most perfect 
subordination prevailed, and all appeared con- 
tented and happy, A foreigner would have 
found it difficult to persuade himself on his first 
entering the place, that the people he now be- 
held so submissive, industrious and contented, 
were the same people who a few years before 
had escaped from the shackles of slavery.** 

The present condition of Hay ti may be judged 
of, from the following well authenticated facts. 
Its population is more than 700,000— its resour- 
ces ample — its prosperity and happiness gene- 
ral—its crimes few — its labor crowned with 
abundance — with nojpaupers save the deerepid 
and aged— its people hospitable, respectful, or- 
derly and contented.* 

The manumitted slaves, who to the number 
of 2 ? 000, were settled in Nova Scotia by t\iy 
British Government at the close of the Revolu- 
tionary War " led a harmless life, and gained 
the character of an honest people from their 
white neighbors. 7 '! Of the free laborers of 
Trinidad we have the oame report. At the 
Cape or Good Hope 3000 negroes received 
their freedom, and with scarce a single excep- 
tion betook themselves to laborious employ- 
men ts4 

But we have yet stronger evidence. The 
total abolishment of Slavery in the Southern 
Republic has proved beyond disputs the safety 
and utility of Immediate Abolition. The de- 
parted Bplivar indeed deserves his glorious title 
of Liberator, for he began his career of freedom 
by striking off the fetters of his own slaves 
seven hundred in number. 

In an official letter from the Mexican Envoy 
ol the British Government, dated March 1820, 
and addressed to the Right Hon, George Can- 
ning, the superiority of free over slave labor is 
clearly demonstrated by the following facts: 

1. The sugar and coflee cultivation of Mexi- 
co is almost exclusively confined to the great 
I'alley of Ceurnavaca and Cauntala Amilpas, 
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. 2. It is now carried ou exclusively by the 
labor of free blacks. 

3. It was formerly wholly sustained by the 
forced labor of slaves, purchased at Vera 
Cruz at ^300 to $400 each. 

4. Abolition in this section Avas effected not 
by Governmental interference — not even from 
motives of humanity — but from an irresistible 
conviction ou the part of the planters that thfcir 
pecuniary interest demanded it. 

6. The result has proved the entire correct- 
ness of this conviction; and the planters would 
now be as unwilling as the blacks themselves 
to return to the old system. 

Let our Southern brethren imitate this exam- 
ple- It is in vain in the face of facts like these 
to talk of the necessity of maintaining the 
abominable system — operating as it does Tike u 
double curse upon planters and slaves. Heaven 
and Earth denj; its necessity. It is as necessary 
as other robberies, and no more. 

Yea — putting aside altogether the righteous 
law of the living God— the same, yesterday, 
to-day and for ever; and shutting out the clear- 
est political truths ever taught by man— still, 
in human policy— selfish expediency, would 
demand of the planter the immediate emanci- 
pation of his slaves. 

Because slave-labor is the labor of mere ma- 
chiTte* ; a mechafucal impulse of body and limb, 
with which the mindof the laborer has no sympa- 
thy and from which it constantly and loaihiug- 
ly revolts. 

Because slave-labor deprives the master alto- 
gether of the incalculable benefit of the negro's 
will. That does not co-operate with the forced 
toil of the body. This i5 but the necessary 
consequence of all labor which does not benefit 
the laborer. It is a just remark of that pro- 
found political economist Adam Smith, that 
'* a slave can have no other interest than to eat 
and waste a^ much, and work as little as he can." 

To my mind in the wasteful and blighting 
influences ot slave-labor there is a solemn and 
warning moral. 

They seem the evidence of the displeasure of 
Him who created man after his own image, at 
the unnatural attempt to govern the bones and 
sinews, the bodies and souls of one portion of 
His children by the caprice, the avarice^ and 
the lusts of another:— at that utter violation of 
the design of His merciful Providence, where- 
by the entire dependence of millions of his ra- 
tional creatures, is made to centre upon the 
will— the existence— the ability of their fellow- 
inortals, instead of resting under the shadow 
of His own Infinite Power and exceeding love. 

I shall offer a few more facts and observations 
on this point 

1- A distinguished scientific gentleman, Mr- 
Coulomb, the superintendent of several milita- 
ry works in the Trench West Indies, tjives it as 
his opinion, that the slaves do not perform 
mor<j thau one third of the labor, which they 
would do, provided they were urged bv their 



own interests and inclinations instead of but'fi 
force.- 

2. A plantation in Barbadoca in 1780, was 
cultivated by 282 slaves; 00 men, 82 women! 
50 boys and 60 girla. In three years and 
three months^ there were on this plantation 
fifty seven deaths, and only fifteen birthSi A 
change was then made in the government of 
the slaves. The use of the whip waside^ 
nied; all severe and arbitrary punishments 
were abolished; the laborers received wa- 
geSj and their offences were tried by a sort of 
negro court established among themselves: in 
short, they were practically free. Under this- 
system; in four years and three months there" 
were forty four births, and but forty one deaths ; 
and the annual net produce of the plantation 
was more than v ^ee times what it had been 
before* 

3. The following evidence was adduced by Pitt in 
the Briiiah Parliament, April 1792. Thti assembly of 
Grenada hud themselves slated, "that though the ne- 
groes were allowed only the afternoon of ono day in a 

week, they would do as much work in that afternoon 
when employed for their own benefit, *a in a whole 
day when employed in thuir masters service. 11 "Now 
after this confession," aaid Mr. Pitt, "the houso tnicht 
burn all its calculations relative to the negro papula- 
ion. Ancsro, if ho worked for himself, could, no 
doubt, do double work, Byanimprovementtheninthe 
mode of labor, the work in the islands could bo doub* 
led," 

4. "rn Coffee districts it is usual for the mas- 
ter to hire his people after they have done tha 
regular Usks (or the day, at a rate varying from 
lOd to 15. 8d for every extra busliel "which 
they pluck from the trees j and many, almost 

alt , arc Jound eager to earn tJieir wages?* 

Christian Record for Jamaica, quoted by C- StUv 
art,183L 

5. In a report made by the commandant of 
Castries for the government of Su Lucia, in 
1822, it is staled, in proof of the intimacy be- 
tween the slaves and the free hlacks, that many 
small plantations, of the latter, and occupied by 
only one man and his wife, are belter cultivated 
and have more land m cultivation, thau those ot 
the proprietors who have more slaves, and the 
labor on them i% performed by runaway slaves! 11 
thus clearly proving that even runaway slaves, 
under the all depressing fears of discovery and 
oppression, labor well, because the fruits of their 
labor are immediately their own.f 

Let us look at this subject in another point 
of view- The large sum* of money necessary 
for slocking a plantation with slaves has an in 
evitabte tendency to place the agricultural and 
slave-holding community exclusively in tho' 
hands of the wealthy,^a tendency at war with' 
practical republicanism and conflicting with 
the be3t maxima of political economy* 

Two hundred slaves at $200 per head would 
cost in the outset $40,000 dollars, Compare 
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this enormous outlay for (he labor of a single 
plantation, with the beautiful system of free 
labor as exhibited in New-England, where eve- 
ry young laborer, with health and ordinary 
prudance may acquire by his labor on the farms 
of others in a few years, a farm of his own, 
and the stock necessary for its proper cultiva- 
tion; — where on a hard and unthankful soil, 
independence and competence may be attained 
by , alL 

Free labor is perfectly in accordance with 
the spirit of our institutions ; slave labour is 
a relic of a barbarous, despotic age- The one 
like the firmament of Heaven, is the equal dif- 
fusion of similar lights, manifest, harmonious, 
regular; the other is the fiery predominance of 
some disastrous star, hiding all lesser lumina- 
ries around it in one consuming glare. 

Emancipation would reform this evil. The 
planter would no longer be under the necessity 
of a heavy expenditure for fclaves. He would 
only pay a very moderate price for his labour; 

a price indeed far less than the cost of the main- 
tenance of a promiscuous gang of slaves, which 
the present system requires. 

In an old plantation of 300 slaves, not more 
than 100 effective laborers will be found. Chil- 
dren — the old and superannuated — the sick and 
decrepid — the idle and incorrigibly vicious — 
will be found to constitute two thirds of the 
whole number* The remaining third perform 
only about one third as much work, as the 
same number of free laborers. 

Now disburden the master of this heavy load 
of maintenance; let him employ jree 9 uble, in- 
dustrious laborers only, those who feel con- 
scious of & personal interest in the fruits of 
their labor, and who does not see that such a 
system would be vastly more safe and econom- 
ical than the present ? 

The slave states are learning this truth -by 
fatal experience. Most of them are silently 
writhing under the great curse. Virginia has 
uttered her complaints aloud. As yet, howev- 
er, nothihg has been done even there, save a 
small annual appropriation for the purpose of 
colonizing the free colored inhabitants of the 
Slate. Is this a remedy 1 - 

But it may be said that Virginia will ultim- 
ately liberate her staves on condition of their 
colonization in Africa, peacefully if possible, 
forcibly if necessary. 

Well— admitting that Virginia may bo able 
arid willing at some remote period to rid her- 
self df the evil by commuting the punishment 
of her unoffending colored people, from Slave- 
ry to Exile, will her fearful remedy apply to 
sotneof the other slaveholding states? 

It is a fact, strongly insisted upon by our 
Southern brethren as a reason for the perpetu- 
ation of Slavery, tha£ their climate and oecu- 
Ilar agriculture will not admit of hard labor on 
the part of the whites. That amidst the fatal 
wwla+Ut of the rice plantations the. white man 
is almost annually ^sited by the country fever ; 



that few of the white overseers of these planta- 
tions reach the middle period of ordinary life: 
that the owners are compelled to fly from their 
estates as the hot season approaches, without 
being able to return until the first frosts have 
fallen. But we ore told that the slaves remain 
there, at their work — mid-leg in puliid water; 
breathing the noisome atmosphere, loaded with 
contagion, and underneath the scorching fervor 
of a terrible sun ; that they indeed sutler ; but 
that their habits, constitutions and their long 
practice enable them to labor, surrounded by 
such destructive influences, with comparative 
safety. 

The conclusive answer, therefore, to those 
who in reality cherish ihe visionary hope of col- 
onizing all the colored people of the United 
States in Africa or elsewhere, is this single, all- 
important fact: — The tabor of the blacks mill 
not and cannot be dispensed with by the planter 
of the South. 

,To what remedy then can the friends of hu- 
manity betake themselves but to thai of Eman- 
cipation? 

And nothing but a strong, unequivocal ex- 
pression of public sentiment is needed to carry 
into effect this remedy, so far as the General 
Government is concerned. 

And when the voice of all the nou-slavehold- 
ing states shall be heard on this question ; o 
voice of expostulation, rebuke, entreaty: — 
when the full light of truth shall break through 
the night of prejudice, and reveal all the foul 
abominations of slavery, will Delaware still 
cling to the curse which is wasting her moral 
strength — and still rivet the fetters upon her 
three or four thousand slaves? 

Let Delaware begin the work; and Mary* 
land, New Jersey, and Virginia must follow; 
the example will be contagious; and the great 
object of Universal Emancipation will be at- 
tained. 

Freemen, Christians, lovers of truth and jus- 
tice! Why stand ye idle? Ours is a govern- 
ment of opinion, and slavery is interwoven 
with it. Change the current of opinion, and 
slavery will be swept away. Let the awful 
sovereignty of the people — a power which is 
limited only by the sovereignty of Heaven, arise 
and pronounce judgment ugainst the crying 
iniquity. JLet each individual remember that 
upon himself rests n portion of that sovereign- 
ty; a part of the tremendous responsibility of 
its exercise. The burning, withering concen- 
tration of public opinion upon the Slave sys- 
tem is alone needed for its total annihilation. 
God hns given us the power to overthrow it; — 
a po^er, peaceful, yet mighty— benevolent, yet 
effectual — "awful without severity" — amoral 
strength equal to the emergency. 

" How docs it happen," inquires an able wri- 
ter,* "that whenever duty is named we begin 
to hear of the weakness of human nature?— 
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That same nature which outruns the whirlwind 
in the chase of gain — which rages like a mani- 
ac at the trumpet call of glory— which laughs 
danger and death to scorn when its least passiou 
is awakened — becomes weak as childhood when! 
reminded of its duty." But let no one hope to 
find en excuse in hypocrisy- Tho humblest! 
individual of the community in one way or an-j 
other possesses influence; and upon him as 1 
well as upon the proudes*. jests the rcsponsibilH 
ity of its rightful exercise and proper direction. 
The overthrow of a great national evil like that 1 
of Slavery, can only be effected by the united 1 
energies of the great body of the people- 
Shoulder must be put to shoulder, and hand link-i 
ed with hand — the whole mass must be put in 
motion and its entire strength applied, until the 1 
fabric of oppression is shaken to its dark foun-l 
dations and not one stone is left upon another* 
Let the Christipn remember that the God of] 
his worship hateth oppression; that the myste- 
ry of Faith can only be held by a pure con- 
science; and, that in vain is the tithe of mint, 
and annise, and cummin, if the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy and truth, 
are forgotten- Let him remember that all along 
the clouded region of slavery the truths or the 
Everlasting Gospel are not spoken, — that the 
ear of iulquity ia lulled, — that those who minis- 
ter between the " porch and the altar" dare not! 
speak out the language of Eternal Justice: "Is| 
not IhUuhe fast which I have chosen 7 — to loose 
the bands of wickedness— to undo the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free?" 
Isa, Lvm. 6. r He that stealeth a man and sell- 
cth him; or if he he foifiid in his hands, he 
shall surely be put to death" — Exod. xxi. 16.* 
Yet a little while and the voice of prayer will 
be heard no more in the abiding place of slaved 
ry. The truths of the Gospel — its voice of! 
warning and exhortation will be denounced as' 
incendiary-t The night of infidelity, — -the 1 
blackness of darkness — the silence — the frozen 
apathy ofunrebuked iniquity will settle over' 

* This l&w is rccozniied and sanctionod bv Apostle 
Paul, I Tim. 1. D, 10. Tho word the Aposllo usus in 
its original import comprehends all who are concerned 
in bringing any of the human race into Slavery, or de- 
taining thorn in U. Hominum fuTea qui tervoi vet tibtroM 
abducantf retintnt f vendunt vet cmunt. To steal a free- 
man, says Crotius, is, tho highest kind of theft. In other 1 
instances wo only atoal human property; but when we 
only otcal, or retain men in Slavery /wo seiza those, 
who in common with ourselves, are constituted by the 
original grant (Gen. 1. 28.) lords of theKorUn Vide 
J^ote to Currfetrion of Faith 6y the Gen, Auembly of the 
Presbyterian. Church) 1826. 

t What has been in^ Jamaica may bo expected in our 
own slavo-holding community; a bitter, bloody, and most 1 
atrocious persecution of the ministers of religion. Tho 
following is from a declaration agreed to bv the planters 
of Jamaica in July, 1832;, l< Wo the utid^rsicned most 
solemnly declare that wo are resolved at the hazard 
of our laves, not to suffer any Baptist or other Sec- 
tarian preacher or teacher, or any person professedly 
belonging to those sects, to preach or toach in any housu, 
in townfj or in districts of the Country whero tub tnfla 1 
onie of the Colonial Union extends." 



the land, to be broken only by the upheaving 
Earthquake of Eternal retribution. 

To the members of the religious Society of 
Friends, I would earnestly appeal. They have 
already done much to put away the evil of sla- 
very in this country and Great Britain. The 
blessings of many who were ready to perish 
have rested upon them. But their faithful tes- 
timony must be still steadily upborne, for the 
great work is but begun. Let them not relax 
their exertions, nor be contented -with a lifeless 
testimony — a formal protestation against tho 
evil. Active, prayerful, unwearied exertion is 
needed for its overthrow. But above all, let 
them not aid in excusing and palliating it*, ^la- 
very has no redeeming qualities— no feature of 
benevolence — nothing pure — nothing peaceful; 
nothing just. Let them carefully keep them- 
selves aloof from all societies and all schemes 
which have a tendency to excuse or overlook 
its crying iniquity. True to a doctrine founded 
on love and mercy — u peace on earth and good 
will to men, 11 they should regard the suffering 
slave as their brother, and endeavor to ** put 
their souls in his soul's stead: 11 They may ear- 
nestly desire the civilization of Africa, but they 
cannot aid in building up the colony of Liberia 
so long as that colony leans for support upon 
the arm of military power ; so long as it pros- 
elytes to Christianity under the muzzles of its 
cannon; and preaches the doctrines of Christ 
while practicing those of Mahomet. When 
the Sierra Leone Company wau formed, in 
England, not a member of the Society of 
Friends could be prevailed upon to engage in 
it, because the colony was to be supplied with 
cannon and other military stores. Yet the 
Foreign Agentof tho Liberia Colony Society, 
to which the same insurmountable objection 
exists is a member of the society of Friends, 
and h I understand has been recently employed 
in providing gun-poiDiler 9 ojc. for the use of the 
Colony. There must be an awakening on this 
subject: other "Wonlmans and other Bcnezcts 
must arise and speak the truth with the meek 
love of James and the fervent sincerity of Paul. 

To the women op America, whose sympa- 
thies know no distinction of clime, or sect, or 
color, the suffering slave is making a strong ap- 
peal. Oh, let it not be unhefeded! for of those 
to whom much is given ranch will be required 
at the last dread tribunal; and never in the 
strongest terms of human eulogy was woman's 
influence overrated. Sisters, daughters, wives, 
and mothers, your influence is felt every where, 
at the fireside, and in the halls of legislation, 
surrounding like the all-encircling atmosphere, 
brother and father, husband and son ! And by 
your love of them 1 : by every holy sympathy of 
your bosoms; by every mournful appeal which 
comes up to you from hearts whose sanftuary 
of affections has been made waste and desolate* 
you arc called upon to exert it in the cause of 
redemption from wrong and outrage. 
Let the Patriot,— the friend of liberty and tho 
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Union 'Ot the Stetcs, no longer shut his eyes to 
the great danger — the master-evil before which j 
all others dwindle into insignificance. Our" 
Union is tottering to its foundation, and slavery 
is the cause. Remove thu evih Dry up at 
their source the bitter waters. In vain you en- 
act and abrogate your tariffs : in vain is individ- 
ual sacrifice, or sectional concession. The ac- 
cursed thing.iswhh u&— the stone of stumb- 
ling and the rock of offence remains. Drag 
then the Achan into light; and let National 
Repentance ntone for National Sin. 

The conflicting interests of fre& and slave- 
labor, furnish the only ground for fear in rela- 
tion to the permanency of the Union. The line 
of separation between them is day by day grow- 
ing broader and deeper; geographically and 
politically united, we are already, in -a moral 
point of view, a divided people. But a few 
months ago we were on the very verge of civil 
war, a war of brothers — a war between the 
North and the South,— between the slave-hold- 
er and the free-laborer. The danger has been 
delayed for a time ; — this bolt has fallen with- 
out mortal injury to the Union — but the cloud 
from whence it came still hangs above cs, red- 
dening with the elements of destruction. 

Recent events have furnished ample proof 
that the slaveholding interest js prepared to re- 
sist any legislation on the part of the General 
Government which is supposed to have a ten 
cy directly or indirectly, to encourage and in- 
vigorate free-tabor :— and tlmt it is determined 
to charge upon its opposite interest the infliction 
of all those evils which necessarily attend its 
own operation— "the primeval curse of Omnip- 
otence upon slavery." 

Wo have already felt in too many instances 
the extreme difficulty of cherishing in one com- 
mon course of National Legislation the oppo- 
site interests of republican equality, and feudal 
aristocracy and servitude. 'Ihe truth is, we 
hove undertaken a moral impossibility. These 
interests are from their nature irreconcil cable.— 
The one is based upon the purer principles of 
rational liberty : the other under the name of 
freedom, revives the ancient European system 
of barons and villains— nobles and serfs- Indeed 
the elate of Society which existed among our 
Anglo-Saxon ancestors was far more tolerable 
than that of many portions of our republican 
confederacy. For ihe Anglo-Saxon slaves had 
it in their power to purchase their freedom ; — 
and the laws of the realm recognized their lib- 
eration and placed them under legal protec- 
tion.* ' 

*Thc diffusion of fJiristi airily in Great Briiain was 
moreover, ftfttowea uy a general manumission : fcr it 
would Bccra that tho priests and miss ion aries of religion 
in that early and benighted ac© were more faithful ia tho 
performance of their duties, Uian those of the preifmt. 

"Thoboly fatfiort, monk*, and Mars," says SirT, Smith, 
"had in their confessions, and csnecjallyin their citreino 
and deadly tficltnesSt convinced tho Jaity how dangerous 
a thing it waa for one christian to hold another in bond* 
age ; so that temporal tpca bv reason of the terror in J 



To counteract the dangers resulting from a 
state of society so utterly at variance with the 
Great Declaration of American Freedomi should 
be the earnest endeavor of every patriotic states- 
man. Nothing unconstitutional, nothing vio- 
lent should be attempted ; but the true doctrine 
of the rights of man should be steadily kept in 
view 5 and the opposition to slavery should bo 
inflexible and constantly maintained. The al- 
most daily violation of the constitution in con- 
sequence of the lawsof sonic of theslave states, 
subjecting free colored citizens of New-Eng- 
land and elsewherej who may happen to be 
on board our coasting vessels, to imprisonment 
immediately on their arrival in a Southern port, 
should be provided against. Nor should the 
imprisonment of the free-colored citizens of 
the Northern and Middle states, on suspicion 
of being runaways, subjecting them even after 
being pronounced free, to the costs of their con- 
finement and trial, be longer tolerated; for if 
we continue to yield to innovations like these 
upon the constitution of our fathers, we shall 
ere long have the name of a free government 
left us. 

Dissemble as we may, it is impossible for 
ue to believe, after fully considering the na- 
ture of slavery that it can much longer maintain 
a peaceable existence among us. Adayof rev- 
olution must come; and itisour duty topre- 
parc for it. Its threatened evil may be chan- 
ged into a national blessing. The establish- 
ment of schools for the instruction of the 
slave children ; a general diffusion of the lights 
of Christianity ; and the introduction of a sa- 
cred respect for the social obligations of mar- 
riage, and for the relations between parents and 
children, among our black population, would 
render emancipation not only perfectly safe, 
but also of the highest advantage to the country 
Two millions of freemen wou'd be added to 
our population, upon whom in the hour of 
danger we could safely depend ; "the domestic 
foe 11 would be changed into a firm friend, faith-* 
ful, generous, and ready to encounter all dan- 
gers in our defence It is well known that du- 
ring the last war with Greaat Britain, whenever 
the enemy touched upon our sou them , coast, 
t\\Q slaves in multitudes hastened to join them. 
On the other hand thefree blacks were highly 
serviceable in repelling them. So warm waa 
the zeal of the latter ; so manifest their courago 
in delence of Louissana, that the present Chief 
Magistrate of the United States publicly be- 
stowed upon them one of the highest etilogiums 
ever offered by a commander to his soldiers. 

Let no one seek an apology for silence nn 
the subject of Slavery because the laws of the 
land tolerate and sanction it. But a short 
time ago the Slave- Trade was protected by 
Jaws and treaties, and sanctioned by the 
example of men eminent for tho reputation of 



thoir conscience*! were glad to manumit all their villain*, 
/firf. Commonwealth^ Blockxton^ page 52. 
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piety and integrity. Yet public opinian broke 
over these barriers ; it lifted the curtain and re- 
vealed the horrors of that most abominable traf- 
fic; and unrighteous law. and ancient custom, 
and avarice, and luxury, gave way before Us 
irresistible authority. It should nev^ be for- 
gotten that human law cannot change the na- 
ture of human action in the pure eye of Infinite 
Justice ; and that the ordinances of man cannot 
annul those of God. The Slave-Sy stem as ex- 
isting in this country, can be considered in no 
other light than as tne cause, of which the foul 
traffic in human flesh is the legitimate conse- 
quence. It is the parent— the fosterer— the sole 
supporter of the Slave-Trade. It creates the 
demand for slaves, and the foreign supply will 
always be equal to the demand of consumption- 
It keeps the market open. It offers inducements 
to the slave-trader which no severity of law 
egainst his traffic can overcome. By our laws 
his trade Is piracy; while slavery) to which 
alone, it owes its existence, is protected and 
cherished, and those engaged in it are rewarded 
by an increase of political power proportioned 
lo the increase of their stock of human beings I 
To steal the natives of Africa is a crime wor- 
thy of an ignominious death; but to steal and 
enslave, annually one hundred thousand of the 
descendants of these stolen natives, born in this 
country, is considered altogether excusable and 
proper! For my own part, I' know no differ- 
ence between robbery in Africa, and robbery 
at home. I could, with as quieia conscience) 
engage in the one as the other. 

"There ia not ono general principle," justly 
remarks Lord Nugent, "on which the slave- 
trade is to be stigmatized which doe3 not im- 
peach slavery itself." Kindred in iniquity, 
both must fall speedily— fall together ; and be 
consigned to the same dishonorable grave. — 
The spirit which is thrilling through every 
nerve of England, is awakening America from 
her sleep of death. Who, among our states- 
men, would not shrink from the baneful reputa- 
tion of having supported by his legislative in- 
fluence, the slave-trade j the traffic in human 
flesh? Let them' then beware; for the time is 
near at hand when the present defenders of sla- 
very will sink under the same fatal reputation 
and leave to posterity a memory which will 
blacken through all future time: a, legacy of 
infamy* 

"Let us not betake us to the common arts 
and stratagems of nations; but fear God, and 
put away the evil which provokes Him: and 
trust not in man, but in the living God; and it 
shall go well for England!" This counsel, giv- 
en by the pure hearted William Penn, in a for- 
mer age, is about to bo followed in the present. 
An intense and powerful feeling is working in 
the mighty heart of England : it is speakin 
through the lips of Brougham and Buxton an 
O'Connel, and demanding Justice in the name 
of humanity and according to the righteous 
law of God. The immediate Emancipation of 



800,000 slaves is demanded with an authority 
which cannot much longer be disputed or trifled 
with. That demund will be obeyed; justice 
will be done;, the heavy burdens will be unloos- 
ed; tho opprtfcsed set Iree.* It shall go well for 
England* 

And, when the stain on our own escutcheon 
shall tie seen no more; when the Declaration 
of our Independence and the practice of our 
people shall agree ; when X ru *h shall be exalted 
umong us; when Love shall take the place of 
Wrong; when all the baneful pride and preju- 
dice of caste and color shall fall forever j when 
under one common sun of political Liber- 
ty the slave-holding portions of our Republic 
shall no longer sit. like the Egyptians of old, 
themselves mantled in thick darkness, while all 
around them is glowing with the blessed light 
of freedom and equality,— then, and no; till 
then, shall it go well toe America. 

^Decisian, fulcrum of the mental powenr,*— Pollock. 
Our rather' a boro tho tyrant injuries 
Of haughty Britain long, What boots it now, 
To tell of ports shut up, of taxes huge, 
And framed by fat cscisemcnt, insofcnt, 
And craving as tho grave ? They boro tho yoVt, . 
Full patiently, 'till one, of hardy mind, 
Rose up, and in tho council said, " wo must, 
Sir, v*e rnuAt Sght,* 1 The firm rcsoWo was madsj 
And, back upon oppression's tide, the wavg 
Of freedom roll'd: tho storm was loud md Jong; 
But, when iu fury ceased, a sun aroso 
On fair Frodonia's hills and plains and vales— 
A sun that sends its bc?jns to other lands, 
And fights tho ptaces full of cruelty— 
"Dark places or tho earth," where tyrants live* 
This has decision done; why wait wo then, 
Afraid to act, and yet, afraid to sleep ; 
Afraid to speak, tho 1 sorely galled within 
By conscicnco all awake f Wo all believe, 
(Who bora on Freedom's soil can disbelief 7) 
That all by nature free and equal aro— 
That slavery is \ most cursed thing: 
And yet wo may not speak, though forced to seo 
Tho knotty scourge drink up a brother's blood — 
Though forced to hear tho deep distressful cries 
Of/mafe* whint. of Utile children whipt, 
Of agtd men with cruel lashings torn. 
Why may wo not? **Our country is not froo; 
Tho press must hush its voice ; or, if it speak, 
Must speak to please tiio Afnc's haughty Lord*" 
Delirious babble 1 Sons of Freedom ! say, 
Has but ono generation come and gone 
Ere we are banded at a despot's foot? 

Lot some loud trump the don of ailenco wake, 
Pronouncing, through its brazen throat, a curse 
On slavery: a thousand answering Hps 
Shall echo far the dread and dacnoning peaW* 
"Cure l bo tho man that turns aside tho right 
Of strangers," When tho dark and dismal day 
Shall come, in which no ono may utter forth 
The truth of heaven— when God's most holy word 
By public voice is legislated down- 
When ncno alivs havocuurago to repeat 
What God has said— ^ndiuu to liberty ; 
Let Roman raalico raise tho aombra pile- 
Let ranks of dungeons bar tho lovely day 
From prisoned thousands : — chain the intellect, 
And let tho tide of midnight darkneqs roll 
O'er all, except the lofty *ons of pride, 
.Who, u u»m to rule," may seao the helm of state, 
And on destruction's rocks sublimely dash 
The. worthless millions who arc <r born V obev" ! 
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Fellow Citizens : 

Having associated together for the purpose 
■of removing the greatest reproach from the 
character of our beloved country, and of avert 
ing a crisis which threatens to involve the 
whole land in ruin, we consider it due to you, 
who have the same interests at stake with our- 
selves, to give you a frank explanation of eur 
principles 11 d plans. We trust tothe candor 
of our fellow citizens, that this enlightened 
community will pronounce an upright judg- 
ment when they shall become fully acquainted 
without views; while we respectfully protest 
against being judged by the misrepresentations 
of those who are strangers to the feelings ol 
our hearts, and forgetful of the principles of 
American liberty. 

Our object, asset forth in our Constitution, 
to which we refer you, is, " to take all lawful, 
moral, and religious.means, to effect a total and 
immediate abolition of slavery in the United 
rStatas." To aim at less, would be to aid in 
perpetuating slavery* We are quite sure that 
.all virtuous citizens 'desire its extinction. It is 
our object to recommend to them the only prac- 
ticable and safe plan which has ever been pro- 
posed for the accomplishment of this great 
jnoral enterprise. It is that of 

Immediate Emancipation. 

+ 

By this term, we mean to say that all prop- 
erty of man in man should instantly ceast*; — 
that the right of all men to a fair recompense 
for their labor should be practically, as well as 
theoretically admitted ; and that till the people 
of these United States should be 'equally secu- 
red in the possession of the? "inalienable rights" 
recognized in the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, "of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness." 

By the epithet, immediate^ we mean emphat- 
ically to maik our dissent from the project of 
gradual abolition — a plan that, on the testimo- 
ny of Wiiberforceand Clurkfon, and the unani- 
mous consent of the philanthropists of Eng- 
land, has been the virtual means of preventing 
the abolition of slavery in the British posses* 
sions, for nearly half a century ; a plan which 
has, for almost sixty years, beguiled the free 



citizens of the United States, by soothing the 
public conscience with the hope of a wise and 
well digested measure of relief, while the mmv* 
ber of ihe oppressed has already increased from 
half a milh'jn to two millions. We object, 
therefore, tothe'scheme of gradual emancipa- 
tion, because it is too inefficient to arrest the 
mighty evil that threatens to destroy this na- 
tion. In contrast with this, the world knows 
that the doctrine of immediate emancipation 
has availed more, the past six years, in Ecg 
land, than fifty years previous discussion of 
the delusive dream of gradual abolition. 

We do not advocate the emancipation of the 
colored race from law; on the contrary, we 
plead for them that they may be placed under 
its control and protection, tf'e do iwt address 
ourselves to the oppressed j but with hearts of 
benevolence to both master and slave, we be- 
seech the master to grant to his slave, what hu- 
manity, justice, interest, conscience and God 
demand. By immediate emancipation, there- 
fore, we mean that measures shall be immedi- 
ately taken to deliver the slave from the arhitra. 
ry will of the master, and place him under the 
salutary restraints and protection of law. We 
do not aim at any interference with the consti- 
tutional rights ot the slave holding states, for 
Congress, as is well uuderstood^has no power 
to abolish slavery in the several states. 

We see no absurdity in the use of immediate, 
as applied to these measures, nor do we trans 
cend the ordinary force of language when we 
call an important and complex public measure 
an immediate one, if it be promptly commen- 
ced with the honest determination of urging it 
on to its completion. The immediate subjuga- 
tion of a revolted province, may be consistent- 
ly urged by the Senator who knows that a pro- 
tracted campaign may intervene between the 
decree and its accomplishment. Or, as our 
fathers, on the 4th of July [76, declared the 
United States a free and independent nation; 
notwithRtanding it required seven years' con- 
flict to place them in Cull enjoyment of tho 
blessing. 

Safety of Immediate Emancipation. 
However new the doctrine of immediate 
^emancipation may appear to some, -there is 
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abundant evidence that such a measure does nol 
involve danger or loss to the emancipated, or to 
the community. Bolivar proclaimed liberty to 
his slaves, and many proprietors followed his 
example: neartv a million of colored slaves in- 
habited Colombia at that time, and a large part 
were immediately emancipated. M. T\avenga 
declares that the effect has been a degree of do- 
cility on the part of the blacks, and a degree 
of security on the part of the whites, unknown 
in any preceding period of the history of thai 

republic. . 

In speaking of the slavey captured by Brit- 
ish vessels, and sent lo Sierra Leone, Clarkscn 
says:— ** They must have contracted as mortal 
a hatred of the whiles from their sufferings on 
board ship by fetters, whips, and suffocation in 
fhehold, as the West Indian from those severi- 
ties which are attached to their bondage upon 
shore. Under these circumstances then we 
find them made free; but, observe, not after 
any preparatory discipline, but almost sudden- 
ly t and not singly, but in bodies, at a lime. We 
find them also settled, or made to live, under 
the unnatural government of the whites; and, 
whatismjre extraordinary, we find their pres- 
ent number, as compared with that of the 
whites in the same colony, nearly as onehuu 
dred and fifty to one; notwithstanding which 
superiority, fresh emancipations are constantly 
taking place,, as fresh cargoes of the captured 
arrive in port." 

The abolition of slavery in Mexico, was vir- 
iuatly immediate. The slaves were at once ta- 
ken from the arbitrary will of their masters, 
.and placed under hiw. A system of appren- 
ticeship was established, allowing them to ap- 
ply the compensation received for their labor, 
to the purchase of themselves and families ; and 
ill seven years, slavery had ceased to exist 
throughout that great Republic. Dr, Walsh 
states that in Brazil there are more than half 
a million enfranchised persons, Africans, or ol 
African descent, who were either slaves them- 
selves, or ure the descendants of slaves, lie 
says, they are, generally speaking '* well con* 
ducted and industrious persons, who compose, 
indiscriminately different orders of the commu- 
nity. There are imnng them merchants, farm- 
ers, doctors, lawyers, priests, and officers of dif- 
ferent ranks," 

St. Domingo has reduced to practice the 
eame doctrines, with similar good effects* We 
are aware that misrepresentations of the St, 
Domingo revolution have been so industriously 
made that few personsareat all acquainted with 

the real slate of facts. 

During the French revolution, it will be re- 
membered, equality of rights was decreed to all 
citizens. When this was known in St. Domin- 
go, the free people of color petitioned the Na- 
tional Assembly that they might enjoy the 
same political privileges as the whites, which 
was granted. In 1794, the Conventional As- 
sembly of France, passed a decree for the abo- 



lition of slavery throughout the French colo- 
nies. Colonel Males fant, a slave proprietor, 

resident at the time in the jshmd. says: 

11 The negroes remained quiet botii in the Southand 
in the Wett, and they continued to work upon all tho 
plantations. There were estates, indeed, which had 
neither owners nor managers resident upon them, for 
some of these had been put into prison by Montbmn : 
and others, learing the same fate, had fled to the quar- 
ter which had just been given up to the English. Yet 
upon these estates, though abandoned, the negroes 
continued thcirlabore, where there were any, even in- 
ferior agents to guide them; and on thofie estates, 
where no while men were left to direct them, they be- 
took themselves to the planting of provisions ; but up- 
on all the plantations where the whites resided, the 
blacks continued to labor as quietly as before. During 
the year J795 and part of 1796 1 learn nothing about 
thcui ; neither sood, bad nor indifferent, though I have 
ransacked the French historians for this purpose." 

From the latter end of 1796 to 1802, a period 
of six ycarsj the planters kept possession of their 
estates; lived upon them peaceably; ond the 
freed negroes continued to be their laborers. 
Can there be any account more favorable to 
our views than this, after so sudden an emanci- 
pation? 

The former masters, accustomed to the prac- 
tice of arbitrary power, and to look down upon 
the negroes us reptiles of the earth, could not 

hear to come into familiar relations with them 
us free laborers, peaceably as the manumitted 
slaves had, for years, conducted themselves. 
In an evil hour they prevailed upon Bonaparte, 
by false representtaions and promisesof ntoney, 
to restore slavery. He prepared an immense 
armament under Leclerc, to bring about that 
event. The hellish expedition at length arrived 
on the shores of St. Domingo: — a scene of 
blood and torture followed, such as history had 
never before disclosed, ond compared with 
which, though planned and executed by whites, 
all the barbarities said to have been perpetrated 
by the insurgent blacks, amount comparatively 
to nothing. In fine, the French were driven 
from the island. Till that time the planters re- 
tained their property, nnd then it was, but not 
till then, that they lost their all. 

From that time to this, there has been no 
want of subordination or industry among them. 
They, or their descendahts, are the persons by 
whom the plains and valliesof St. Domingo 
arc stilt cultivated, and they are reported to fol- 
low their occupations still* and with as fair a 
character as other free laborers in any other 
quarter of the globe. 

We have now seen, that the emancipated 
negroes never abused their liberty, from the 
year 1704, (the era of their general emancipa- 
tion) to the present day, a period of lorty years.* 

* Seo Clarkson'a "Thoughts on the Practicability and 
safely of immediate emancipation. 1 ' Tho siibstauct of this 
inc3hmaW« pamphlet is found in the Anti-Slavery Report* 
cr t No 3, and should bo thoroughly studied by every odo 
who wishes to form his opinion upon facts , The Reporter 
is a periodical printed in this city, and can bo had »t th* 
bookstores. 
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Will any one say that this case is notanalogous 
to that which we have in contemplation? Let 
ns remember thai the number of slaves libera- 
ted by the French decrees in St. Domingo was 
very Utile short of 500,000 persons. We main- 
lain that emancipation in St. Domingo was at- 
tended with fur more hazard to persons and 
property, and with far greater difficulties, than 
it could possibly be, if attempted in this coun- 
try. All the slaves were ma le free at once, or 
in a single day. No notice was given of the 
evant* and of course no preparation could be 
made for it. — They were released suddenly, 
from all their former obligations and restraints^ 
and became peaceable and industrious citizens. 

We cannot find a single instance in which 
emancipation has been tried, that one drop of 
while blood has been shed, or even endangered 
by it. The enfranchised inhabitants of Jamai- 
ca are more numerous than the whiles i and yet 
it appears, by returns printed by order of the 
House of Commons, that the proportion of 
criminal convictions of whites, and of enfran- 
chised persons, was as twenty-jour of the former 
to eight of the Utter- In Barbadoes the free 
negroes and mulattoes are industrious, and are 
never seen begging^ whereas the island is pes- 
tered with white beggars, of all ages. In Trin- 
idad, there are upwards of fifteen thousand free 
people of color; there is not a single pauper 
amongst them ; they live independently and 
comfortably, and nearly half the island is said 
to be in their hands. It is admitted that they 
are highly respectable in character, and are rap- 
idly advancing in knowledge and refinement.— 
The Haytians arc 700,000 in number. There 
are no paupers, except the decrcpidand aged. — 
The people are charitable, hospitable and kind, 
very respectful to foreigners, temperate, order- 
ly, easily governed, and good mechanics. Ad- 
miral Fleming says, u The most happy, the best 
fed, and the most comfortable negroes I ever 
saw in the West Indies were in Ilayli, even bel- 
ter than in the Carraccas, and decidedly belter 
than the slaves in Jamaica." 

We also speak of immediate abolition, to 
distinguish our proposals from all indirect at- 
tempts to destroy slavery, in our country. Our 
object being both lawful and honorable, our 
means honest, and our motives pure, we have 
no occasion to conceal them, by professing to 
aim at something else. We consider it crim- 
inal to amuse the country with any project, 
which will not attain an end so essential to the 
prosperity and very existence of our happy 
union. It is generally admitted, that the accur- 
sed system of slavery has already made the pil- 
lars of our government tremble, and it is 'de- 
monstrable that nothing but its total removal 
can prevent ihe final overthrow and ruin of this 
republic. 

It is one of our objects to inculcate tba doc- 
trine of Immediate Abolition as an important 
moral wrtltmetit, as a duty we owe to our com- 
at Creator, to our fellow men, and to our- 
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selves, as republicans and Christians. We shall 
aim to show that this duty applies to individu- 
als, to communities, to those who lead public 
opinion, to those who are conductors of the 
press, to preachers of the Gospel, to educators 
of youth, 10 parents, and to all descriptions of 
persons, as they love the human family, fear a 
just Go i, and hope for a blessed immortality. 

So far are we, therefore, from seeking to turn 
loose an ungovernable horde of blacks, to prey 
upon society, that our sole design is to have them 
transferred from despotism to the control of 
law, providing for their regular employment, 
encouraging their industry, preventing idleness, 
punishing vagrancy, and securing their just 
compensation ; leaving them to labor on the 
soil where most of them were born, and in the 
employments to which they are both fixed and 
accustomed; to endeavor to obtain for our col- 
ored fellow men the privileges h«ld out to them 
in our Declaration of Independence, and to 
which they are entitled by the st niin«ent of the 
civilized world, as well as by the law of God. 
We feel certain that when the public mind shall 
be permitted to know the facts and shalVhe dis- 
abused of the impressions by which it has been 
imposed upon, it will call, in a tone not to be 
denied, for the adoption of measures right in 
themselves, congenial with our republican prin- 
ciples, and fraught with benefits to the whole 
people.* 

We ask your attention now to a few consi- 
erations showing the true aspect of slavery 
simung us, which are entitled to the most seri- 
ous aitention.t These propositions, be it re- 
membered, are each supported by the evidence 

of actually existing laws. 

1, Slavery is hereditary and perpetual, to the last 
moment of the slaved earthly existence, and to all his 
descendants, to the latest posterity. 

2, The labor of the blnve ia compulsory and uncom* 
pensated ; while the kirM of labor, the amount of toil, 
and the time allowed for rest, ore dictated solely by 
the master. No bargain is made, no wages given. A 
piirc despotism governs Ihe M human brute;" and even 
nis covering and provender, both as to quantity and 
quality, depend entirely on the master'* discretion, 

3, The slave being considered a personal chattel, 
may be sold, or pledged, or leaned, at the will of his 
master. Ho may bc^exchanged for marketable com- 
modities, or taken m execution for ihe debts, or taxea, 
either of a living or a deceased master* Sold nt auc- 
tion, "either individually or in lots, to suit the purcha- 
ser, 1 1 ho may remain wiih his family, or bo separated 
from them forever. 

# 4. Staves can make no contracts, and have no legal 
right to any property, real cr peisonal. Their own 

* I am for speedy, immediate abe'itfan. I care not what 
caste, creed or color el a very may assume. I am for its to- 
tal, its instant abolition. Whether it be personal or polit- 
ical, mental or corporeal, intellectual or upiritu&l, I am for 
its immediate abolition. I enter into no compromise with 
slavery; I am for justice^ in the name of humanity and ac- 
cording to tho law of the living God.— O'CrancU. 

•f They are taken chiefly from tha 11 Appeal in favor of 
that does of Americans called Africans," by Mrs, Child, of 
Boston, a work that should bo in cvtry family in tho Uni- 
ted States, 
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- honest earnings, and the legacies of friends belong, in 
point of law, to their masters. 

5. Hdther a slave, or free colored person, can be a 
witness against any white or free mail, in a court of 

justice, however atrocious may have been tho crimes 
they have seen him commit : but they may giro testi- 
mony against a fellow-slave, orfreo colored man, even 

in cases affecting life. - 

{f. The slave may he punished at his master's dis- 
cretion— without trial — without any means of le^al re- 
dress, — whether his offence be real or imaginary ; and 
-the master can transfer the same despotic power to 
apy. person, or persons he may choose to appoint 

7. The slave is not allowed to resist any free man 
under any xarcamstanccs ; his only safety consists in 
tlia fact that his owner may brin<* suit, and recover the 
price of his body t ia case his lifo is taken, or his limbs 
rendered unfit for labor, 

8. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, or obtain a 
change of niasiers, though cruel treatment may have 
rend a red such a change necessary for their personal 
*afcty. 

0. The slave is entirely unprotected in his domestic 
gelations, 

10. The laws greatly obstruct the manumission of 
slaves, even where the master is willing to enfranchise 
them. 

11. The operations of the laws tends to deprive 
slaves of religious instruction and consolation. 

12. The whole power of tho laws is exerted to keep 
slaves in a state of the lowest ignorance. 

13. There is,in this country, a monstrous inequality 
of law and right What is a trifling fault in a white 
man, is considered highly criminal in the slave; the 
tffirjie offences which cost a white man a few dollars 
^only* arc punished, in the slave, withd^ath. 

,14., Tho laws operate most oppressively upon free 
ipcopla of color, as wo shall show in future publica- 
tions. 

In some states,* where killing a slave is de- 
clared to be murder, the case is excepted of 
"any slave dying under moderate correction. 11 
It has been judicially determined that it is jus- 
jifiabte to kill a slave, resisting, or offering to 
resist his master, by force. This is found in the 
revised code of the law of slavery, for up to 
4he year 1821, a pecuniary line was the only 
restraint upon the wilful murder of a clave. 

We feel it to be our duty to quote from authen' 
lie sources, some specimens of excessive sever- 
ity in our own country, us examples of the cru- 
elty that always exists io slave countries. — 
They arc inseparable from the system. If it 
should be admitted tint a Inrge proportion of 
masters are as kind to their slaves as they can 
hc t consistently with keeping them in bondage, 
it is certain that abominable atrocities prevail 
in every slave state. We have a mass of evi- 
dence on this subject, that is calculated to awa- 
ken a sensibility in this country, equal to the 
feeling excited in England when the u Threo 
mouths in Jamaica** was published in that 
country. 

A slave being nitssiag, several planters united in a 
negro hunt, as it is called. They set out with do2*s 
guns, and, horses, as they would chase a tig;er. The 
poor fellow, bolnj? discovered, took refuge in a treo; 
where he was deliberately shot by his pursuers. — 

* Siroud'c Sketch of tho Slaro Laws in tho United 
£Uttt of America 



Child's Jlpptd, Page 2-1. 

A planter had occasion to send a female slave some 
distance on an errand. She did not return so soon as 
he oxpected, and he crew angry. At last ho gave or- 
ders that she should bo severely whipped when she 
came back. When tho poor creature arrived, she 
plead for mercy, saying she had been so very ill, that 
she was obliged to rest in tho fields ; but she was or- 
dered to^rcccive another dozen ot lashes, for having 
hod the impudence to speak. She died at the whip- 
ping-post : nor did she perish alone— a new-born babo 
died with her. — Ideflu Page 25, 

The trade is still briskly carried on in Africa, and 
new slaves are smuggled into-theso states, through the 
Spanish colonies, A very extensive internal slave- 
trade is carried on in this country. The breeding of 
negroes for the markets, in other states, (Louisiana, 
Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas, and Missouri,) is a ve* 
ry lucrative branch of business. Whole cofflesofthcm, 
chained and manacled, are driven through our capital, 
on their way to auction. — idem. Page 30. 

Dr. Torrey says, whole families of frco colored peo- 
ple have been attacked, in the night, beaten nearly to 
death with clubs, gauged, and bound, and dragged in- 
to distant and hopeless captivity, leaving no traces be*- 

hind, except the blood from their -wounds. — /ctan, 
Pa-je 31. 

Advertisements arc very common, in which the mo- 
ther and her children arc offered either in a lot, or sep* 
aratcly as may suit purchasers. In one of these ad- 
vertisements, I observed it stated, that the youngest 
child was about a year old. — Idtm t Page 33. 

Tho.captives arc driven by the whip, through toil- 
some journeys 4 under a burning sun ; their limbs fct- 
lercd; with 'nothing before them but tho prospect of 
toil more severe than that to which they have been ac- 
customed-— Idettiy Page 33. 

Pealing in slaved has become a large business* 
Establishments are made at several places in Mary- 
land and Virginia, at which they are sold like cattle. 
These places arc strongly built, and well supplied 
with thumb-screws, gags, cowskins, and other wfaips, 
oftentimes bloody. But the laws permit the traffic, and 
it is suflfercd.— JfiUs* Register^ vol- 35 r pagc 4. 

Woman has no protection against tho unbri- 
dled lust of her master or his overseers, or any . 
while man. The slave, and his wife % and his 
daughter?, being considered as the property ot 
their owners, compelled to yield implicit obe- 
dience, not allowed to give evidence^ and pub- 
lic opinion ridiculing the slave's claim to any 
exclusive right in his own wife and children, 
upwards* of half n million of female slaves in 
this country, are continually subject to the hi 
suits of, brutal pasaion. 

In Athens, the female slave could demand 
protection from the magistrates, against insult- 
ing treatment. But the American female slave 
is liable to the penalty of dentin if she do but 
raise her hand, where by all other codes, wo* 
man may resist even unto death, and bo guilt- 
less- 

The general licentiousness that prevails in 
slave countries, is notorious. In many plac a 
there are few slave children that can be call d 
legitimate. ■ The idea of moral purity is scarce- 
ly more known than it is among brutes. The 
multitude of mulaitoes in the United States, 

bear evidence of the great licentiousness that a 
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prevails, on the part of the whites, in their in- 
tercourse with the black population. Moralists 
have depicted its miseries in glow:-™ colors, 
and slave holders have admitted the pernicious 
effects of the slave system upon the morals of| 
the community and upon individuals,* | 

* "You may whitewash the acpuldno — you may put 
upon it every adornment that fancy can suggest, — you may 
cover it over mih all the flowers and evorprcene that tho 
garden or the fields ran furnish, so that it will appear beau- 
ti£il outwardly unto men. Bui it is a ecputchro still — full 
of dead men's bonjs and of all uacleanncss. * * * Slave- 
ry U the very Upas tree of the moral world, beneath whose 
pestiferous shade all intellect languishes, and all virtue 
dies.*— Dr. Anfr cto Thompson, 

Slavery "is net useful, cither to the master or to the 
slave ; to the latt*r t hecauso he can do nothing by virtue ; 
to the former, because he contracts, with his slaves, all sorts 
of evil habits, inures himself insensibly to neglect every 
morel virtue, and becomes proud, passionate, hard-hearted 
violent, voluptuous and cruel." — Montesquieu* 

11 The whole ccjimerco between master and slave is a 
perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, tho 
most uur emitting despotism on the one part, and degrading 
submission on the other. Our children gee this, and learn 
to imHato it, for man is an imitative animal. Tho parent 
storms: the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, 

fmU on tho saxno airs in a circlft of smaller slaves, gives 
poso to tho worst of passions ; and thus nursed, educated, 
and daily exorcised in tyramny, cannot but bo stamped by it 
with odious peculiarities, Tho man must bo a prodigy, 
who can retain his morals amd manners undepraved, id 
such cireurasUmce*.' 1 — Jc^mon. 

In another placs, tho same statesman has said in view of 
slavery, "I tremble for my country, when I reflect that God 
is just, and that his juauco cannot sleep forever. Tho Al- 
mighty has no attributo which can take sides with us. 

With regard to the religious privileges of the 
slave, it is next to impossible that thereshould 
be a general diffusion of Christianity in a slave 
holding state- In Georgia there is a law which 
forbids any congregation or company of ne- 
groes to assemble themselves, contrary to the 
act regulating patrols. Every Justice of the 
Peace may go in person, or send a constable, lo 
disperse any assembly or meeting of slaves, 
which he supposes may disturb the peace, &c, 
and every slave taken at such meetings may, 
without triati receive on the bare back twenty- 
five stripes. The West India planters boldly 
proclaimed that slavery and Christianity could 
not exist together, and that the latter must be 
put down. The express command of our Lord 
Jesus Christ makes it the duty and privilege of 
every human being to "search the Scriptures," 
Yet, in this Christian country, it is a penal of- 
fence to tench a slave to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to give him a tract, or a copy of the Iti- 
ble. It is therefore impossible for the Ameri- 
can Bible Society to carry into effect theirtioble 
resolntion, to supply every family with a copy. 
Although they profess to have accomplished 
this object, yet two millions of the people are 
yet unfurnished with this invaluable treasure. 

In Virginia and South Carolina any school 
for teaching reading and writing, either to 
slaves, or free people of color, is considered an 
urikmfid assembly and may be dispersed, and 
pnnUnment inflicted upon each pupil to the 
number of twenty lashes. The city of Savan- 



nah, a few years ago, passed' an ordinance, by 
which 



"Any person that teaches a pcr2on of color, slave or 
free, to read or write, or causes such persons to be 10 
taught ^ ia subjected to a fine of thirty dollars for each 
offence ; and every person of color who shall teach read- 
ing or writing, ia subject to a fine of thirty dollars, or to- 
be imprisoned ten days and whipped thirty-nine lazhtis 7 

We do not doubt that »he humanity of some 
slave holders mitigates the operation of such 
laws. But in all countries men are considered 
subject to despotism who have no protection but. 
the generosity of their rulers. The laws in 
any state are a good index of the popular will. 
If then a majority of the masters, in slave states, 
were mild and humane, is it to be supposed 
they would have published their own shame on 
the pages of their own statute books? It is 
worthy of remark, that in human despotism,, 
cruelty of practice is wont to go beyond cruel- 
ty of law. If we do not believe this general 
principle, in regard to the slaves in our own. 
land, must it not be because we have received 
the testimony of the master only 1 

If any thing could aggravate the case of a. 
slave, it is that he is in aland boasting of its 
freedom, among people who are continually 
speaking the praises of liberty, and under a gov- 
ernment, of which the corner stone is the dec- 
laration that "all men are equal." These laws, 
so inconsistent with natural justice, and with 
religion, arecontinually increasing in severity j 
their rigor in fact keeping pace with the increas- 
ing number of the slaves. Fifty-seven j T ears 
ago, the world observed the inconsistency be- 
tween our glorious declaration of equal rights, 
and our practice of domestic slavery. But 
witnessing the efforts of Franklin, Rnsh, Jay, 
King, Sedgwick, and other patriots, who aoon 
after the revolutionary war formed societies to 
promote the same great end at which we now 
aim, gave us credit for sincerity, and took for 
granted that effectual measures would be adopt- 
ed for the speedy removal of this foul blot upon 
our national escutcheon. What will the wise 
and good in foreign nations now say, when, af- 
ter ihe lapse of nearly sixty years, without a, 
step taken for the extinction of slavery, they* 
learn that the people are unwilling to listen to a 
feasible plan for its accomplishment? Already 
does every true-hearted American hang his, 
head in foreign lauds, when obliged to confers 
that he belongs to a country, which has been 
fifty-seven years boasting of its liberty, and in 
that time has quadrupled the number of its 
slaves. Look at one sixth of our twelve mil- 
lion citizens in slavery, and say, Shall this deep 
stain continue forever. 

Slavery must soon terminale, if in no other 
way, by the rapidilv of its own growth. When 
our fathers declared that all men are ^created 
equal, they still held about half a million in 
bondage. These have increased to more than 
two millions. In twenty years they will be four, 
and in forty years, eight millions. Since the 
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last war Was declared, in 18J2, the slaves have 
doubled in number; and unless the remedy be 
applied before the children born in the year 
1833 arrive at manhood, they will again double. 
The slightest observation must satisfy any per- 
son that such a state or things cannot continue 
in this enlightened age. We have seen the re* 
publics of the New World liberated from a for- 
eign j r oke by the power of public opinion, 
Greece made free, France revolutionized, Great 
Britain reformed, Slavery abolished in the 
West Indies. Should liberal principles be dif- 
fused as rapidly in twenty years to come, as 
they have advanced in twenty years past, who 
can believe that the year 1850 will find four 
million persons held hi bondage in Republican 
America? Reason, humanity, and religion, join 
in saying, slavery ought not to continue. A 
calm and philosophical observation of causes 
and effects teaches that it cannot ! 

The Crisis. 

Thata crisis full of danger to the stability of our hap* 
py government, to the security of a large portion of our 
beloved country, and to the interests of humanity itself, 
has arrived, events fresh in the memory of the nation 
loudly proclaim. But the appalling future more im- 
portunatelydemandsourattention. It is shown by the 
census ofthe United States, that during the period of 40 
years immediately preceding the year 1830, the slave 
population south of the Potomac and the Ohio had 
CIUADRUPIjED in number; and in the states north 
of those boundaries, in a majority of which the abolition 
principles of our revolutionary ancestors have triumph- 
ed, the colored population had NOT ClUITE DOU- 
BLED. 

In Eastern Virginia (according to a communication in 
the Af. Rep. for April 1 B33 page 16) it appears that from 
1790 to 1830 the white population had diminished 131,- 
015, and the colored had increased 143,063. This al- 
most incredible disparity of population occurred not- 
withstanding the vigorous prosecution of the domestic 
slave trade, uy which Virginia has been in the habit of 
exporting annually to the South, G000 slaves. The 
same result followed the oppresirion of the Hebrews in 
ypt, *'and the land was filled with them."* 
From these facts, it is evident that the condition 

OF BONDAGE, IS THE REAL CAUSE OF AUGMENTING IN AN 
UNNATURAL AND FRIGHTFUL HATIO THE N 0MB EES OF 
THE OPPRESSED. 

Let not the "delusive project" of ColoDization, divert 
the public mind from this impending evil. 

Tno present yearly increase of slaves is:ibout 70,000, 
In case of emancipation the increase ofthe samcpojiula- 
lion would bo reduced on half, from the operation of cau- 
ses which have produced the same effect in tho north* 
ern states- This we trust is sufficiently apparent from 

♦Exod.c. I. v, 7. Whore it appears that though Pha- 
reah undertook "to deal wisely with them," tho God of the 
opprts«odmadc them too strong for him— and (12th verse) 
tt the more they afflicted them, the mure thoy multiplied and 
grew." ExodU: 1. Wo find it said, "When he (Pha- 
roah) nhall let you go, he shall thrust you out altogether." 
Let it not be so with us, or it may be ominous of Divine in- 
terposition. The negroes in our country are now the same 
in number as the Israelites, when Gotl brought them out 
of Eeyjrt* They had been about 200vearsin bondage, 
(not 400 as some have incorrectly BaidJ) and their oppres- 
sor* thought of thurftting them out of the land, as is at this 
tine s> popular plan in our own country towards the slave. 




what has already been shown. Now let ua contrast 
the effects of Emancipation, with those of the Coloni- 
zation project. Their estimate of $30 "per head" for 
which it ia said an emigrant can be transported to Afri^ 
ca, although below the full coit, makes the expense 
of carrying off the annual increase §2^00,000 per an^ 
.mm, while to purchase them for the purpose, at the 
lowestjestimate, would require the annual expenditure of 
14 millions of dollars additionally, and this immense ex-* 
pense would be exhausted in keeping this population 
stationary! We omit here to refer to the inhumanity 
of thus banishing the natives of our common country, \xr 
inhospitable and "deadly shores, and confine ourselves to 
the futility and impolicy of the project. Such empiri- 
cism never can cure the disease of the body politic— 
This must be done by the removal of slavery alone. — 
Every moment of delay only sweeps us nearer to the 
awful precipico of destiny. The slaves double in less 
than 20 years, while the whites in many places by li- 
centiousness and emigration actually diminish ; thus it 
is evident that no infatuation is go mad, none so blind as 
that which urges the delay of measures already difficult, 
and which must soon become absolutely im-practica- 
blc. 

Whatever maybe the considerations derived from 
these facts, ono circumstance should be^borne in mind 
by every lover of his country, viz, that the recent act of 
the British Government in liberating the slaves of Ja- 
maica, and the other British Islands, has rendered abo- 

L1TIOK IN O0ft COUNTRY 1MFEHATIT£ AND UNAVOIDABLE. 

It is this (act, which adds certainty and gives impulse to 
the progress of universal liberty throughout the world. 
Wo are thus driven to the conclusion, thatslavery must 
terminate in one of these ways: — 1* By tho externum 
nation of the blacks. 2. By the extermination ofthe 
whites. Or 3, Bv voluntary emancipation. To pre- 
vent the first two, by promoting the adoption ofthe 3d, 
is the aim of our Society. We rejoice t hat humanity 
and patriotism' concur with conscience and scripture m 
showing- that the best way to do it right is to do it as 
soon as we can* 

What then shall be done? 

It is to this momentous inquiry, that a sense 
of duty to our country, and ot kindness to our 
brethren who hold slaves impels us lo call your 
attention. On so difficult a subject, the appeal' 
should be only to the good sense and sound 
judgment, to the conscience and the heart, not 
to the oaser passions, nor to prejudice. It is 
the character of error and injustice to be pas* 
sionate, and refuse to hear reason. Neither you 
nor we, respected fellow-citizens, have any in- 
terest hut in finding out the truth, and doing our 
duty. Let us not act the part of those, who, 
when the first martyr to the Christian religion 
declared that truth to the people, which cut 
them to the heart, " gnashed on him- with their 
teeth, stopped their ears, ran upon him with one 
accord, cast htm out of the city, and stoned j 
him." 

Pfor will putting off discussion either remove' 
the evil, shun the danger, or avert the crisis.— 
Already it has been postponed too long. Instead 
of the half million of 1776, we have now up- 
wards of two millions. 

Whatever, -either of difficulty or- of danger* 
there is in the process, will only be increased 
by delay. If Abolition Societies should aus- 
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pend their operations immediately, it will not 
prevent the slaves from increasing in a greater 
ratio than tbe whites, and amounting to four 
millions in. twenty years, uor hinder every slave 
in the United Stales' from speedily learning that 
his brethren in the West Indies are free. Still 
less will it alter the inherent wrong of slavery, 
or obliterate the guilt of holding, buying, and 
selling MEN created m the image of God.— 
Nor have we any right to roll upon posterity a 
responsibility which properly rests upon our- 
selves, and which, if suffered to descend to our 
children, will come upon them with accumula- 
ted force. 

Our very object precludes the idea of all re- 
sort to force. We have no force but the force 
of truth. Nor do wo propose any measuresnot 
strictly within the allegiance we owe to the con- 
stitution and laws, under which we live. 

The course of examination and free discus- 
sion we are pursuing, is the very method which 
our national constitution indicates, and secures, 
when it says, " Congress shall make no law 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, 
or the rights of the people peaceably to assem- 
ble." That in seeking the abolition of slavery 
we conform to the spirit of the constitution, and 
are strictly within the letter of it, is plain from 
the fact, that this venerated instrument gives no 
sanction to a system so abhorrent to the princi- 
ples of *76. In all those provisions in which for 
* the preservation of the Union they thought it 
necessary to keep slavery in view, us an exist- 
ing stale of things, they acted under the expect- 
ation that it was only temporary, and would 
soon cease. Even the name of slavery has not 
polluted its pages; thus showing, that our fath- 
ers would not have that document go down to 
posterity, carrying the disgraceful record that 
free Americans held their fellow men as 
slaves. 

Thus it naturally and properly belongs to the 
several states to determine the mode and cir- 
cumstances in which one person may beheld 
to labor for another. The states, therefore, will 
have the honor of terminating slavery within 
their respective bounds. The constitution de- 
clares that, 

"No person held to service or labor in one state, un- 
" dcr tho laws thereof, escaping into another, ehull in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein, bo dis- 
charged from such service or labor ; but shall be deliv- 
ered up on claim of tho party to whom such service or 
labor may be due." 

This provision :a as applicable to minors and 
apprentices as to slaves, and will be as import- 
ant to the preservation of harmony among the 
states, when slavery shall have ceased, as it is 
now. And speaking only of ** persons held to 
service or labor" it gives not the least counte- 
nance to the odious claim of properly inhuman 
flesh- If any ono should make a claim in the 
United States Court, solely on the ground that 
a.eertain individual was his property, he would 
undoubtedly be nonsuited. 



In apportioning representation and direct 
taxes, the constitution determines the federal 
members, 

"By adding to the whole number of free persons, 
including those bound to service fur a term of years 
and cxciudinglndians not taxed/three- fifths of all other 
persona." 

Thus making it directly for the interest of alt 
the states to increase their power in the nation, 
by changing all their "other persons" to " free 
persons," 

But while we confine ourselves within the 
strictestconstruction of constitutional rights we 
do not intend to be precluded from urging any 
measure which the constitution warrants. Con- 
gress exercises "exclusive legislation in all ca- 
ses whatsoever, over" the District of Columbia. 
If evidence were wanting to prove that we have 
declined from the principles of our fathers, we 
find it in the fact that the only portion of our 
country, for which the government is alone re- 
sponsible, is filled with slaves, and is the mart 
of a slave trade scarcely inferior in enormity 
to that of Africa. We ore therefore literally a 
■slave holding nation. The abolition of slave- 
ry, in our own District, is a measure within ihe 

power of Congress, and so manifestly easy and 
safe, that it ought not to be delayed another 
year. And when this is done, we cannot but 
hope that some wise application may be made 
of the power of Congress i; lo regulate com- 
merce among the several Slates," so as to cifect 
the entire suppression of the infurnaus domes- 
tic slave trade. While Congress refuses to 
do these things, the world will give the nation 
little credit for its professed desire to abolish 
this accursed traffic, or to put an end to slavery ; 
but will justly think tfce alleged want of power, 
on the part of Congress, is a mere pretence- 

As our course is the only one by which sla- 
very can be abolished, consistently with the 
Constitution, so it presents the only means of 
preserving our national union. Already have 
we seen the speedy dissolution of that union 
threatened, a t ;d as allowed by leading men of 
all parlies, mainly through the influence of sla- 
very. Scarcely is one crisis passed when an- 
other impends- and it is evident that this suc- 
cession of dangerous excitements will naver 
end but by the removal of its cause. 

Our country is so knit together, in all its 
parts, that nothing could ever sunder it but the 
conflicting views and interests growing out of 
slavery. The plans proposed enable us to seek 
the removal of this cause by means which can- 
not endanger the security of the national com- 
pact, and which, when successful, will greatly 
strengthen our national bonds. The only pow- 
er to be employed is that of a reformed public 
opinion; and a dissolution of ihe union will not 
shield slavery from such attacks. For surely 
no statesman will think of rendering public 
opinion more tolerant towards slavery, by sun- 
dering the union, or will act upon the expecta- 
i tton that the'free States will become less bold 
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delivered their minds on the subject on being 
to speak from ell political connection with ft. 

Let it be distinctly remembered that our ob- 
ject is porely moral. It is to deliver our colored 
brethren from slavery, and our white fellow 
citizens from the sin of oppression, the fair 
fame of our country from the stinging reproach 
of hypocrisy and tyranny, and ourselves and 
posterity from the judgments of an offended 
God- Should interested politicians seek to 
avail themselves of the slavery question to pro- 
mote the views of party, we disclaim their in- 
terferenee. While engaged in a purely benev- 
olent work we will not suffer the reproach of 
being actuated by political views. 

Our whole relianca therefore, under God, is 
on the power of truth, and of public opinion. 
These weapons were successfully employed by 
Wilberforce, Clarkson, and their associates, to 
destroy the slave trade. The same power in 
the hands of Buxton, Lushington, O'Connell, 
and others, has wrung from a reluctant govern 
ment, the death warrant of slavery in all the 
British dominions. Let it not be said that in 
free America, truth and the sentiments of hu- 
manity, have less sway than in the monarchies 
of the old world. 

We aim to bring back the public sentiment, 
concerning slavery, to the healthy state of the 
first days of the republic ; and restore tho abo- 
lition principles of Franklin, Jefferson, Hush, 
Jay, and others, and do what we conceive those 
sages woufd do, if they were now on the stage 
of human life. We would echo and carry into 
speedy effect, the voice of the disinterested La 
Fayette : 

"While I am indulging," says he, "in my views oi 
American prospects and American liberty, it is mor- 
tifying to be told, that in that very country a large 
portion of tho people are slaves 1 It is a dark spot on 
tho face of the nauon. Such a stato of, things can- 
not always exist" 

It is not only a right, but an imperative duty, 
to exhibit the heinousness of the slave system, 
and to endeavor to bring about its entire aboli- 
tion. 

u The moral, social and political evils of slavery," 
says on independent abolitionist, and able writer,* 
14 are but imperfectly known and considered, Thcee 
should bo portrayed in strong but true colors, and it 
would not be difficult to prove, that however inconve- 
nient and dangerous emancipation may be, the con* 
iinuance of slavery mitst be infinitely more inconvenient 
and dangerous* * * * But we have as good and per- 
fect a right to exhort slave holders to liberate tlicir 
slaves, as wc have to exhrot them to practice any vir- 
lun. or avoid any vicf* Nay, we have not only the 
right, butt under certain circumstances, it maybe our 
duty to {jive such advice; and while wo confine our- 
selves vnfliin tho boundaries of right and duty, we 
may, and ought to, disregard Tjim threats and 

DENUNCIATIONS BY WHICH WE MAT BE ASSAILED." 

The philanthropists of Britain were opposed 
atfir having truth on their side, they tri- 
umphed. Their motives were assailed, their 
characters vilified, and their persons exposed to 

♦Htm Jay, 



the fury of mobs. But this only showed them 
where they had to begin their work — by pro- 
ving how deadly is the influence of slavery in 
debasing the principles even of the free, Chris- 
tianity was opposed, and its advocates forbid- 
den to speak on the subject. Republican prin- 
ciples arc resisted in many countries; and the 
danger of free discussion forms the theme of 
many a state paper in absolute monarchies. — 
But no saniia?y cordon^ even where tyranny 
usurps dominion over mankind, can forever 
shut out the contagion of free principles. The 
temperance cause also was opposed with bitter- 
ness, by many who now acknowledge its be- 
nign effects, and would be ashamed to be num- 
bered among its enemies. 

The same public opinion, which can' move 
masters to voluntary emancipation, will also 
tend to delerslaves from insurrection j because, 
while it is strenuously urged as the immediate 
duly of the masters to liberate their slaves, and 
to change oppressive laws, no countenance is 
given to the slaves in seeking their freedom by 
physical force. Slave holders are our country- 
men, and some of them our personal friends. — 
God forbid that wo should stir up the oppress- 
ed to wreak vengeance on the heads of their 
masters. The more slaves are enlightened and 
christianized, the belter lhey will appreciate 
the folly, as well as madness, of attempting Jo 
seize upon their rights through the blood and 
dames of a servile war. The power of correct 
principles to prevent bloodshed, is seen in the 
fret that in the insurrection at Jamaica, none 
of the Christian negroes were found among 
those who were encaged in scenes of violence. 

The plans we propose, will also furnish the 
only effectual check to the disgraceful amalga- 
mation between the white and colored races, 
which is now making such rapid progress 
wherever slavery exisls. Hestore the blacks to 
their rights, protect their persons, honor the 
marriage institution among them, permit fami- 
lies 10 remain together, and there can be ho 
doubt each race will, of choice, seek alliance 
only amongr themselves. 

The measures suggested can be demonstra- 
ted to be the only means of preserving a large, 
fertile and beautiful portion of our country from 
impoverishment una depopulation.* To say 
nothing of a war between the whites and blacks, 
the only remaining means proposed, of bring- 
ing slavery to an end, is that of gradually 
emancipating the slaves, on the condition of 
theirbeing immediately carried out of the coun- 
try. But if the total abolition of slavery is to 
be accomplished only by the entire removal of 
the slaves, it is manifest that such a method 
must bemost disastrous to large sections of our 

^President Joffenon. though a slave holder, gave it u 
Mi opinion, that " tho blacks will ultimately, {in spite of 
all attempt! to keep them ignorant,) be tho sole possessors 
of tha low country, and tba whites be obliged to nigral* 
'to other regions." But this may be prevented by tmanci- 
'piling, educating, and chrittiaaizing the slaves. 
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country if, as is eaid, they cannot be cultivated, 
by white laborers. Besides, this method is im- 
practicable; for it is not to be expected that in- 
dividuals will surrender what they consider 
their property in slaves, and at the same time 
condemn their.fields to perpetual unproductive- 
ness for the want of laborers* Nor will the 
States consent to strip themselves of one half 
their population, and with it a large part of 
their federal power, when by emancipation their 
national influence would be perpetually increas- 
ed. If it should be attempted by purchase it 
may well be questioned whether Congress has 
the Constitutional power to apply the treasure 
of the nation to such an object. But if that 
cnuld be done, or if it should be attempted by 
the funds of voluntary benevolence, the first 
purchases would so raise the price of slaves, 
that their pecuniary redemption would trans- 
cend the means of the nation. The loss of a 
few thousand at the south-west, by cholera, less 
than two per cent, of our'whole slave popula- 
tion, has the present year raised the price of 
slaves in Virginia 25 to 50 per cent.* The 
same would be the effect of expatriating thirty 
or forty thousand slaves in a year, aud the price 
would increase almost indefinitely as laborers 
were diminished in number. If they were re- 
deemed, or voluntarily liberated, who can calcu- 
late the price of transporting them across the 
Atlantic, or furnishing them there with the 
means of support, of improvement, and of in- 
dustry. Or if they were removed to Africa as 
fust as they increase in the United States, and 
there fed, how could they be governed ? It is 
the serious apprehension of many persons that 
there would bu danger, even under the firmly 
established government of the United States, in 
admitting them to their natural rights. But 
though we do not admit this danger, in freeing 
them on the soil where they belong, there may 
be a question as to their competency to main- 
tain a government,' uncultivated as they now 
are, if thrown in a mass beyond the control of 
a Mviihced country. We say nothing now of 
the attachment of colored Americans to their 
nutive land— nothing of the hardships they 
must endure in expatriation — nothing of the 
cruel injustice of refusing to redress their 
wrongs, but upon the penalty of banishment to 
a sickly climate, and a barbarous shore. We 
barely say, that doing right is the only thing 
that will save some of the fairest portions of 
this country from depopulation. 

In favor of this banishment of two and a 
half millions of Americans from their native 

land, there is only a single nrgumtmt, and that 
is the unmerited antipathy of the whites against 

them, on account of their color. The abolition 
of slavery will, itself go far to remove this ir- 
rational prejudice, for if is not found except in 
slavt holding countries* At any rate, it is too 
much to ast its gratification at so costly a price, 
Whereas the abolition of slavery under safe re- 

♦Rithtnond Enquirer. 



gulations t prescribed by law, is merely chang- 
ing the civil relations of the people, and would 
not interrupt the business, or order of society, 
for a day. The land, the houses, Iho money, 
the credit, the merchandize, the education and 
intelligence^ the professional skill, the knowl- 
edge of business, the political pre-emience, the 
press, the schools, the churches, would all be in 
the hands of the whites. The necessity of sub- 
sistence, and the attachments to home, and to 
the family, would lead the blacks to seek em- 
ployment where they live; while their labor 
would be just as necessary to the planters as 
before. Society, instead of being dissolved by 
the disruption of half its members, would be 
more firmly knit together, by the ties of mutu- 
al dependence, and the only cause of distrust 
and vengeance would be forever removed. The 
fertile soil, which holds all the world as its trib- 
utaries, would continue to pour forth its pre- 
cious products, enriching its owners, without 
endangering their tranquillity. 

The American Colonization Society, 

In the outset of our labors, we are met by the 
determined opposition of a society managed 
chiefly by slave holders, which has set itself, by 
its official publications, and by speeches in its 
meetings, to maintain that the continuance of 
slavery, is necessary^ and to denounce in hitter 
terms, the advocates of immediate emancipation, 
as a combination of "deluded \ ana tics and reck- 
less incendiaries." .Deeply grieved as we are, 
that respectable individuals should thus echo the 
ribaldry of the base, when they are unacquain- 
ted with our plans, we cannot submit to this un- 
deserved reproach, without attempting to show 
how far tur fierce assailant is herself deserving 
of confidence, as a remedy for the evils of slavery. 

Had the American Colonization Society con- 
fined its pretensions to the design of the pious 
men who were among its founders,it would nev- 
er have opposed the abolition of slavery. Its de- 
sign, as expressed in its constitution, is to colo- 
nize the free people of color, with their consent, 
on the coast of Africa, or elsewhere. The hope 
of its founders, as stated by one of them,* was 
that "a few of the iree blacks, of good character, 
could be settled on the African coast," and be the 
means "or introducing civilization and religion 
among the barbarous tribes already ihere." But 
knowing the reluctance of the free people of col- 
or to remove to a climate that proved fatal to so 
manyjf aware that their residence in slave 

* Samuel J, Mills. 

T Tho ^ovtrnor of the colony, Dr. Mechlin, speaking of thi 
mortality of the emigrants who went from Charleston. Siu 
YD-nnah, and Maryland, saya "the propoition of deaths iff 
not vet more than one per cent, and a fraction^ nor do t 
thini , it will in the whole, after thoy have fully undorgorio 
their seasoning, exceed three per cent,"— African Rtpotito* 
ry, Junt, l&S^p.-lSO. The cholera in 1832, earned off 
4,000 inhabitant! in this city, which is a tittle less than on& 
and a half per cent. Tho mortality of new colonists at 
Liberia, who go from tho southern parts of the Un'.ieit 
States, is not much more than doubt* that which in New. 
York made every heart faint I And it u known now that 
vxnr 'iw survive who emigrate from the northern status. 
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states gave great uneasiness toalavemoldersj'and 
conscious oi'the difficulty of obtaining funds from 
the, charily of the people,' the society has been, 
by its friends in the northern states, held ujj as a 
remedy for all the evils of, slavery, while in the 
southern states they havo solicited funds on the 
ground tliat colonizing th? free people of color 
would enable the slave holders to retain their 
slaves with a firmer grasp. It is for the purpose 
of occupying the whole ground, and satisfying 
both slave holders, and those friendly to eventu- 
al emancipation, mat the . Colonization Society 
assumes to frown down all direct attempts to re- 
move the dreadful evil of slavery- At the same 
time the abettors of slavery in the south, have 
been increasing the ferocity of their lawagainstthe 
instruction of the slaves, and their emancipation, 
while they have been infringing upon the rights 
of the free people of color, in order to make them 
wilting' to emigrate. 

Concerning the pretensions of the society, of 
promoting the abolition of slavery, the judgment 
of European philanthropists has already antici- 
pated that of posterity. The protest of July, 
1833, against the American Colonization Socie- 
ty, signed by Wilberforcej Buxton. Lushington, 
O'Connell, and other British abolitionists, who 
are unaffected by our national or sectional excite- 
ments, has pronounced the professions of the 
society "delusive," and its existence "an obstruc- 
tion" to the overthrow of slavery throughout the 
world. To enable the public to jud^e whether 
the Colonization Society has any claims to pat- 
ronage, as an institution professing- or tending, 
to rid the cou<Uiy of slavery we shall quote testi- 
mony,* chiefly Trom their official organ, the Afri- 
can Kepository, the instrument by which it has 
been, for more than ten years, moulding the pub* 
lie sentiment to its purposes, 

THE COLONIZATION SOCIETT DOES HOT AIM AT ADOM* 

<4 It is far from the intention of this Society to effrct, 
n any manner, the tenure by which a certain species 
j? property is held." — Henry Clay. 

u From its origin, and throughout tho whole period 
of its existence, It has constantly disclaimed all intcn~ 
tion of interfering, in l tho smallest degree, with tho 
rights of properly, or the object of emancipation, 
gradual or immediate," * * * *' Tho Society 

presents to tho American public, no project of eman- 
cipation." — Idem. 

"He thought it necessary to show, that so fur from 
being in tho em all cat degree connected with the aboli- 
tion of slavery, the proposed society would prove one 
of the greatest securities to enable the master to keep 
in possession his own property," — Randolph's Speech. 

"It is no Abolition Society * it addresses, as yet, ar- 
guments to no master* It denies tho design of at- 
tempting emancipating cither partiui or general," — 
African 11 cposi to ry,"Yo!. 3, p. 107. 

"The Colonization Society, m such, havo renoun- 
ced wholly tho namo and characteristics of abolition- 
ists. In this point they havo been unjustly and inju- 
riously slandered. Into their accounts, tho subject of 
Emancipation does not enter at alK"; — Idem. p. 30G. 

** Recognizing the constitutional and legitimate ex- 
istence or Slavery, it seeks not to interfere, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, with the rights which it creates. 



Acknowledging the necessity by which its present 
continuance! and the rigorous provisions for its main- 
tenance, are justified," &c, — ld«n. vol. 3, p* 16* 

"To eradicate or remove the evil immediately is 
impossible, nor can any law of conscience govern 
n' Easily."— Vol. I, P-S51. 

The scope of tho Society is large enough, but it 
is nowise mingled or confounded with the broad 
sweeping views of a few fanatics in America, who 
would urge us on to thn sudden and total abolition of 
slavery." — Vol. 3, p. 1 J7. 

"The emancipation of slaves or tho ameliora- 
tion of their condition, with the moral, intellectual, 
und political improvement of people of color within 
tho United States, are objects foreign to the powers 
of tliii Society." — Address of the Board of Manager*, 
of the American Colonization Society, to its Auxiliary 
Societies,— Vol. 7, p. 291, ■ 

" Our Society and the fnends of Colonization wish 
to be distinctly understood upon this point From 
tho beginning they have disavowed, and they do yet 
disavow, that their object is the emancipation of the 
slaves." — Speech of James S. Green, Esq. before tho 
New-Jersey Colonization Society. 

COLONIZATION TENDS TO PERPETUATE SLAVERY. 

They, (the Southern slave holders) will contribute 
more effectually to the continuance and strength of 
this system, (slavery) by removing those now free, 
than by any other methods which can possibly be de- 
vised," — African Hep. vol, 1> p.227, 

" The Society, as a society, recognizes no princi- 
ples in reference to tho slave system. It says nothing 
and proposes to do nothing, respecting it," * * * 
" So far as 'we can ascertain, the suppprters of the 
colonization policy generally believe, that slavery is 
in this country a constitutional and legitimate system, 
which they have no inclination, interest nor ability to 
disturb." — North American Review, for July, 1832. 
* "The tendency of the scheme, end one of its ob- 
ject*, is to secure slave holders, and tho whole south- 
ern country, against certain evil consequences grow* 
ing out of the present three-fold mixture of our popu- 
lation." — Address of Rockbridge Colonization Socie- 
ty. tr - — African Repository, vol. 4, p. 274. b 

"There was but one way, tto avert danger,) but 
that might bo made effectual, fortunately. It was to 
provide and keep open a drain for the excess beyond 
the occasions of profitable employment, Mr, Archer 
had been statin*: the ca?o in tho supposition that after 
tho present class of free blnclis had been exhausted, 
by the operation of the nlan he was recommending, 
others would be supplied for action, in the proportion 
of the excess of colored population it would bo neces- 
sary to throw off, by the nrocess of voluntary manu- 
mission or sale. Tho effort must result inevitably 
from tho depreciating value of the slaves, ensuing 
their disproportionate multiplication. Tho deprecia- 
tion would be relieved and retarded at the same time, 
by the process. The two operations would aid reci- 

Crocally, and sustaincach other, and both he in tho 
_ ighest degree beneficial. It wns on tho ground of 
interest, therefore, the most indisputable pecuniary in- 
terest, that tie addressed himself to tho people and 
legislatures of the slave holding slates." — Speech of 
Mr. Archer, Fifteenth Annual Report. 

THE COLOKIZATION SOC1ETT APOLOGIZES FOft SLAYillT. 

( J Slavery is an evil entailed upon tho present gene- 
ration ofulave holders, wJiich they must suffer, wheth- 
er they will or not" — African Rep. vol, 5 f p, 179. 
"Tho existence of slavery among us, though not at 
all to he objected toour Southern brethren as a fault," 
Second Annual Report of New York Coloni- 
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zation Society. "It (the Society) condemns no man 
because ho is a slave-bohler." — African Repository, 

"They, (the Abolitionists) confound tho miafor- 
tunes of one generation with the crimes of another, 
and would sacrifice both individual and public good 
to an unsubstantial theory of the rights of man." — 
African Rapoaitory, vol 7, p. 202. 

In almost every address, delivered before the 
Society, similar expressions occur. By assuming 
the ground implied in the above extracts, the Col- 
onization Society have fallen into the habits of 
glossing over and palliating the enormities of 
the slave system. 

IT JUSTIFIES KEEriNO THE SLAVES IGNORANT, 

P. B. Caldwell t the first Secretary of the American 
Colonization Society, in his speech at its formation, 
recommended them to be kept ** in tho lowest state of 
ignorance and degradation, for, (says bo) the nearer 
you bring them to the condition of brutes, the better 
chance do you give them of possessing their apathy." 

u The public safety of our brethren at the South re- 
quires them (the slave a) to be kept ignorant and un- 
instructed." — G- P. Disoaway, Esq, an active Coloni- 
zation isL 

11 If the frco colored people were generally taught 
to read, it might be an inducement to them to remain 
in this country, (that is, in their native country J!) 
Wo would offer them no such inducement" — South- 
, ern Religious Telegraph, February 19, 183!, 

41 It is the business of the free (their safety requires 
it) to keep the slaves in ignorance. But a few days 
ago, a proposition w^b made in the legislature of 
Georgia to allow them aomuch instruction as to ena- 
ble them to read the Bible; which was promptly re- 
jected by a large majority •"—Proceedings of N*Y. 
State Col* Soc at Second Ann. 

COLONIZATION INCREASES THE VALUE OF SLAVES, 

** The execution of this scheme would augment, in- 
stead of diminishing, tho value of property lvft bc- 
hind.'* — African Rep, vol. 2, p. 22, 

Tub Society traduces the Colored Peoplu. 
Our citizens are often told by agents and oth- 
ers, who are pleading for money, lhat the Colo- 
nization Society is to civilize and evangelize Af- 
. rica. **Each Emigrant," says the Hon. Henry 
Clay, "is a Missionary, carrying with him cre- 
dentials in the holy cause 1 of civilization, reli- 
gion and free institutions." (£ They, :) [the free 
people of color,] "and they only, 1 ' says the Afri- 
can Repository, "are qualified for colonizing Af- 
rica.' 1 What ore their qualifications 1 Let the 

society answer in its own words: 

**Frce blacks arc a greater nuisance than even 
slaves themselves." — African Hep, vol- 2, p. 328, 

" A horde of miserable people— tho objects of uni- 
versal suspicion — ciubsistin^ by plunder," — Gen, C. 
*F. Mercer. 

11 An anomalous race of beings the Moat debased 
upon earth.'* — African Rep. vol. 7, p. 230. 

** Of all classes of our population tho most vicious 
is that of the free colored," — Tenth Annual Itcport, 

The Colony facilitates the Slave Taade. 

We seek to do the Colonization Society no in- 
justice; but wish the public generally to under- 
stand its character. The tendency of the Society 
to abolish the slave trade, by means of its Afri- 
can Colony, has been strenuously urged by its 
friends. But the fallacy of this it admitted by 



the following . extract fro m the Fourteenth Re- 
port of the Society itself in 1831, 

u Somo appalling facts in regard to th* ri*v« 
have come to tho knowledge of th? Basid of Mnn*~ 
gera, during the last yfcar. \\ rt ft ucdintinfchrt aLv- 
city and activity ur-tluv odious tvafiU n^w carried on 
all along the African' cijast: SJave factories tire estab- 
lished in the immediate vicinity of the colony ; *nd at 
the GaUinas,) between Liberia and Sierra. Leone) cot 
less than 800 slaves were shipped during the last sum- 
mer, in the space of three wecka/* 

On the 6th of April, 1832, the British House 
of Commons ordered the printing; of a document 
entitled "Slave Trade — Sierra Leone," contain- 
ing official evidence of the fact that the pirates 
engaged in the African Slave Trade, are Fup* 
plied from the stores of Sierra Leone and Liberia, 
with such articles as the infernal traffic demands ! 
An able English writer, on the subject of Coloni- 
zation, thus notices this astounding fact; 

** And here it may be well to observe, lhat an long 
as negra slavery laflts, all colonic** on the African 
coast, of whatever di^criptton, must tend to support 
it, because, in all commerce, the supply ia more or 
less proportioned to the demand. The demand ex- 
ists in negro slavery ; the supply arises from the Afri- 
can slave trade. And what greater convenience 
could the African slave traders desire than shops well 
stored alon<* tho coast, with the very articles which 
their trtdo demands. That the African alavo traders 
do get thus supplied at Sierra Leone and Liberia is 
matter of official evidence.* and wc^know from the 
nature of human things, that they will get supplied, 
in defiance of nil law or precaution, as long as the 
demanu calls for tho supply, and there me free shops 
stored with all they want at hand. The shop keeper, 
however honest, would find it impossible always to 
distinguish between the African slave trader or his 
agents and other dealers. And how many ahop 
keeper* arc there any where that would be over-scru- 
pulous in questioning a customer with a full purse? 

The Moral Influence op the colony is not 

what WAS ANTICIPATED. 

That it is a convenience to missionary opera 
tions its Africa, to have a well regulated corn 
mercial station on the coast, cannot be doubted, 
nut as to any direct moral influence from afra- 
ding colony, all history forbids us to expect it. 
If any sucli colonies could produce such a rcsuli, 
we might have expected it from those of New- 
England. But their superior dull in trade, in 
arts, in arms, the diseases they introduced, the 
strong drink, die deadly weapons, and the wars 
between tribes, have exterminated the natives of 
this country. That the influence of Liberiamay 
be the same, is greatly to be feared. The Rev. 
J. B. Finney, now just returning to Africa, as n 
missionary, says of the colony, in which be spent 
several months: 

41 But two or three hitherto have done any thin*; 
scarcely towards agriculture- The wealthy find it 
easier to trade; the poor suppose Udegradm*. * + * 
Nothing ban been done for tho natives, hitherto, by 
the colonists, except to educate a few who were in 
their families in tho capacity of servants. * + * 
A colonist of any dye, would think himself degraded 
by marrying a native. * + + As lhtio effort in 
made by the colonists to elevate them, as is usually 
made by tho higher dassoa in tho United States to 
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better tha condition of the lower. Such I suppose 
will ever bo the case, wh«n men are not actuated by 
a pure dewrc to do good." 

It has also been credibly stated, and never de- 
nied! that FOURTEEN HUNDRED BARRELS of RUM. 

(besides other spirituous liquors) have been sola 
at the colony, in a single year* The "Liberia 
Herald" shows also, that gunpowder, gunsj and 
"spear-pointed knives," are sold at Liberia as 
the principal articl* % of commerce. Knowing 
tV*e facts, many friends of temperance, and of 
peace, who formerly contributed liberally to the 
Society, have declared that ihey cannot consci- 
entiously do so any longer. 

The Colonization Society censures teie forming 
or Anti-Slatert oa Abolition Societies. 

When Anti-Slavery Societies are blamed, and 
considered aggressive^ for opposing the Coloniza- 
tion Society, it seems to be forgotten that the 
Colonization Society had filed its previous pro- 
test against the formation ot Anti-Slavery Socie- 
ties. We appeal to the Records. * 

"The Society * * * having declared tlmt it is in 
nowise allied to any Abolition Society in America, or 
elsewhere, is ready, whenever there is need, to pass a 
censure on ouch Societies in America." — Speech of 
Air. Harrison, of Virginia, Fifteenth Annual Report. 

The Colonization Society, as has been clearly 
shown, solemnly disclaims any design of promo- 
ting the abolition of slave;) ; no intelligent 
friend of that society believes it practicable ever 
to remove the whole slave population from the 
country j most persons consider it impracticable 
to remove even the annual increase; it is suscep- 
tible of easy demonstration that the entire aboli- 
tion of slavery by voluntary emancipation will 
l>ccome less probable if the value of slaves should 
increase, as it will, by the removal of a part ; 
and that the design of producing entire emanci- 
pation, cherished on the part of any portion of the 
colonizationists, by removing the iree blacks to 
Africa, is a scheme that must be pronounced 

chimerical by every well informed person wno 
examines the subject. To deny it, is conclusive 
evidence that the person has but a superficial 
knowledge of the subject, or the opinions of 
those most conversant with it 

But it is said by fome that "die moral influ- 
ence of the Society, by the discussion and inqui- 
ries it excites, will eventually tend to the total 
abolition of slavery." It would seem, however, 
that little credit is due to the Society, for promo- 
ting discussion, since we find it calling meetings, 
and employing distinguished orators to stigma- 
tize as fanatics and incendiaries those who have 
avowed it to be their object^ by inquiry and dis- 
cussion, lb to awaken a public sentiment through- 
out the nation, that will be opposed to the con 
tinuance of slavery in any pare of the republic."* 
If the Colonization Society were friendly to abo- 
lition, or even to discus«iv/n, would it thus unspa- 
ringly denounce those who only wish to use the 

* Consolation of iho New Yoik City Anti-Slavery So- 
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one to effect the other? An enlightened commu- 
nity will judge. 

But our principal objection against expatria- 
tion is, that it is founded in prejudice against a 
part of this nation, on account of the shade which 
the Creator has given to their complexion. The 
Society styles itself "American," solicits the sup- 
port of the whole nation, and ha3 even petition- 
ed for the patronage of the Government. Its 
voice therefore, if sustained, will be taken by the 
world as the voice of the whole nation, saying to 
one-sixth of its members: We have such con- 
tempt for you, on account of that for which you 
are in no way to blame, that we will not suffer 
you toliveainon^ us, but will oppress you, and 
weary you out, till you shall consent to be ban- 
ished to the grave yards of Liberia. 

Jf the principal members of the Colonization 
Society bad not declined setting an example of 
emancipating their slaves; if the Society had 
not expressly disclaimed all efforts for abolition; 
if it had not apologized for slavery, and justified 
keeping the slaves in ignorance ; if it had not 
unfairly monopolized nearly all the sympathy m 
this country for people of color; if it were not 
an opiate on the consciences of slave holders, 
and a delusion before the eyes of the philanthro- 
pic; if it did not oppose Abolition Societies; if 
it did not hold out one inducement to the people 
of the northern states, and an opposite one to the 
people of the southern stales; we should not 
hayeoccasion lo bring forward these painful evi- 
dences that it is an obstruction to the improve- 
ment of the colored race, to the progress ot reli- 
gion, to'temperance, to peace, and the rights of 
man. As a Society, we have clearly proved that 
it is obnoxious to these censures. if 3 as we doubt 
not, many of its members are at heart opposed 
to the avowed principles we have quoted, it is 
for such to consider the correctness of adhering to 
an institution that is doing so much to uphold 
them. The piety of soine its founders, the 
devoledne^s ot irony of its agents, and the res- 
Ipect in which a large number of its friends are 
deservedly heW, will not rescue the principles of 
the Society from being regarded as inimical to 
the welfare of the colored people in this nation. 

But whatever may be the difference of opinion 
on several subordinate points, there is only one 
way to meet the crisis to which we have arrived. 
The proof is abundant that the only means of 
safety is the entire abolition of Slavery, It is 
believed, that when the doctrine is properly un- 
derstood, our citizens will not be slow to be con- 
vinced that the only wise method of making it 
entire is lo make it immediate* The right, and 
the God of right, are with us. Relying upon 
His arm for support and guidance, and imploring 
His blessing for success, we address ourselves to 
our work, unangered and unawed, and invite the 
support and aid of oue fellow citizens, under the 
firm and settled assurance, that, whatever of labor 
or obloquy, it may cost the friends of abolition, it 
is the causs of God and our Country, and Will 
succeed. 
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COXBTITDTiON Or THE 
NEW YORK CITY ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

Whereas our national existence is based on 
the principle laid down in the Declaration of In- 
dependence, "that al! mankind are created equal, j 
and that they arc endowed by their Creator with ; 
certain inalienable rights, among which are life, 1 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;" and 
whereas, after the lapse of nearly sixty years 
since the faith and honor of the American people 
"were pledged to this avowal before Almighty God 
and the world, one-sixth part of the nation are 
held in bondage by their fellow citizens; and 
whereas slavery is contrary to the principles of 
natural justice, of our republican form of gov- 
ernment and of the Christian religion, and is 
greatly hindering the prosperityof the country, 
while it is endangering the peace, union and 
liberties of the States ; and whereas -we believe 
no Kchemc of expatriation,either voluntary or by 
compulsion, can remove this great and increas- 
ing evil; and whereas we believe that it is prac- 
ticable, by appeals to the consciences, hearts, 
and interests of the people, to awaken a public 
sentiment throughout the nation that will be op- 
posed to the continuance of slavery in any part 
of the republic, and by effecting the speedy abo- 
lition of slavery, prevent a general convulsion ; 
and whereas we believe that we owe it to the 
oppressed, to our fellow citizens who hold 
slaves, to posterity and to God, to do .all that is 
lawfully in our power to bring about the extinc- 
tion of slavery, we do hereby agree (with a 
prayerful reliance on that Being who "has made 
of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all 
the face of the earth,") to form ourselves into a 
Society, to be governed by the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I* 

This Society shall be styled the "New York 
City Anti-Slavery Society," 

ART1CUE It- 

The object of this Society shall be to collect 
and difluse information on the character of sla- 
very ; to convince our countrymen of its heinous 
criminality in the sight of God; to show that 
the duty, safety, and interest of all concerned 
require its abandonment ; and to take all lawful, 
moral, and religious means to effect a total and 
immediate abolition of slavery in the United 
States. 

ARTICLE 111, 

This Society shall aim-to elevate the charac- 
ter and condition of the people of color, by # en- 
couraging their intellectual, moral, and religious 
improvement, by correcting the prejudices of 
public opinion, and by endeavoring to obtain for 
our colored fellow citizens an equality with the 
whites of civil and religious privileges; butwill 
never countenance the oppressed in vindicating 

their rights by resorting to physical force. 



ARTICLE IT, 

Any person who agrees with the principles 
of this Constitution, and contributes to the funds 
niay be a member of the Society, and shall be 
entitled to vote at the meetings. 

[The remaining articles regulate the officers 
ana their duties, provide for a meeting on the 
first Wednesday of October annually, and at 
other times on the cull of the Committee, and 
prescribe the modes of uttering the Constitution. 

Artbcr Tappas, President. 
William Green, Jr. Vice President. 
Jons Rankin, Treasurer, 
Euzor Wright, Jr. Cor. Secretary,* 
Chas. W. Denison, Rec. Secretary. 

Joshua Leavitt, "} 
Isaac T- Hopper, I 
Abraham L. Cox, M. D. ^Managers. 
Lewis Tappan, I 
Wm. Uoodell, j 

* OHicc, 130 Nassau-street 



STATISTICS. 

The following Statistics were copied from the Af- 
rican Repository for April, 1833. 

That part of the United States where laws have 
been enacted for the abolition of slavery, contained in 
1790—1,963,355 jnliabitants ; 

In 1830— 7,016,718 inhabitants. 

Tluttpart where no such laws have bee n enacted, con- 
tained in 1790— 1,966^572 inhabitants; end in 1830— 
5,849,382 inhabitants. 

In 1790, there were north of the Potomac and Ohio, 
Whites, 2,155,835, Blacks, 136,314: Total— 2,342,- 
179; 

In I830 f Whites, 7,366,773 : Black6,345,025 : Total 
—7,720,795. 

South of the Potomac and Ohio, in 1790, Whites, 
1,016,629: Blacks, 571,019; Total— 1,587,648; 

In 1630, Whites, 3,170,605: Blacks, 1,974,620 : To- 
tal— 5,145,225. 

Thus we see that in 1790, the Bbeks aouth, M'ere 
about half as many an the Whites : or, 1-3 of theentix* 

Qulation. In 1830, thcymado txca fifths* The blades 
nearly quadrupled the number ; and the whites trip- 
led lheir ? s.— North, the whites arc nearly quadruple; 
and the blacks not quite double. 

If the southern increase of whites tad bran in equal 
ratio with the northern v there would lmv« Iiwmii 1S2G, 
nearly half a ixillion more of whites, south of the Pole** 
mac, than there were. In 1790, the States which havr 
abolished and prohibited slavery, had 629,238 mora 
white* than the rest of the country had 3 and in 1834 
3,214,032, more. 

Of the entire population, the present Elavcholding re- 
£ponfui<J, in 1790 — 3,217 more than the present non- 
staveholding ; and in 1830, the n<m-riavcholdmg liod, 
1,167,416 more than the slavehokling. 

South Carolina in 1790, i40,l78 Whites, 108,895 
Block*. 

« 1830,257,878 « 323,580 
East Virginia in 1790, 507,855 Whites, 303,976 
Blacks, 

1830, 35,940, 457,0397, 
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Supposing the increase to go on as from 1790 to 1830, 
fandwhatis there to prevent it for 120 years 7) there 
will be far the south in 40 years from 1830, 9,400,000 
Whites, and about 8,000,000 Blacks. Total 17,400,000, 
In 80 years from 1830, 28,400,000 Whites, and about 
30,000,000 Blacks: Total 58,400,000. In 120 years 
from 1830, 85,300,000 Whites, and about 120,000,000 
Blacks : Total 205,300,000. And for the north, in 1 20 
years, a population of 320,000,000. 

Admitting the counuy, south, to support 100 persons 
fir every square mile, there would be subsistence for 
only 38,000,000. In 80 years the black population 
alone will exceed this, by 8,000,000; andwehavc 167,- 
000,000 of people left without the means of subsistence. 
But wilj they stay there and starve, 5,500,000 human 
beings, annually ? Surely, not; if there be any possibil- 
ity of going where subsistence can be procured. 

But the blacks will not have the power to emigrate — 
the whites mujf. 

The people of the north will want homes for their 
300,000,000 of descendants, and will never consent to 
their exclusion from th& ferula regions of the West by 
a population ofslaves — wimn, by commencing now they 
might all be so easily removed, and to the very great 
advantage of tha individuals immediately interested, as 
well as of the community in general. 

The progress of the business will be this, — In about 
twenty years the south will have as many slaves as can 
be profitably employed. The poorer (the laboring) class 
of whites, will now find itdifficult to procure a livelihood, 
and will forthwith emigrate to the other States, Next, 
the poorer class of slaveholders will sell off to their more 
more wealthy neighbors, and remove also to the non- 
slaveholding States. They will be obliged to sell their 
Mav^s in the present slaveholding region, for noe on, I 
suppose, imagines that it will ever be enlarged. After 
these, others will continue to sell off to the more weal- 
thy who remain ; — and finally, they, in their turn, will 
th'nk themselves fortunate to be allowed tho privilege 
of emigrating aleo without leaving any to purchase their 
slaves. And aaer this, the blacks themselves will find 
it necessary to emigrate, by thousands and millions, min- 
gling with the whites as at present, in a state of degra- 
dation and wretchedness, ^orse than slavery itself. 

For this, there is no remedy but colonization — speedi- 
ly and vigorously prosecuted. P , 



EXTRACTS FROM GODWIN'S LECTURES ON COLONIAL SLA- 
VERY. 

By the important Act which abolished the 
slave trade, the cruelties perpetrated in Africa, 
with all thehorrors of the passage to thecolonies, 
ceased, so far as the British were concerned. — 
This was indeed considered as a glorious 
achievement of benevolence. But still no rep- 
aration was made to those who had been the 
victims of acknowledged cruelty and injustice: 
they were left to suffer all the wrongs and mis- 
eries which had been inflicted on them under 
the sanction of the British nation. The law 
made no provision for those who were actually 
suffering; it was only a preventive measure. — 
The Negroes were recognized as stolen proper- 
ty, as a people "robbed and spoiled,*' but not the 
least effort was made toward restitution: this 
seemed such a stretch of justice, as even the 
friends of the Negroes dared not ask, and were 



almost afraid to name. Great [as was the tri- 
umph gained over brutal cruelty and sordid av- 
arice and injustice, it is humiliating to human 
nature to reflect, that the furthest point to which 
the tardy justice of a Christian naljpn could go, 
was to refrain from the most impious and sys- 
tematic barbarities which the world ever wit- 
nessed, without advancing a single step towards 
a reparation of the wrongs they had committed. 
The act of plunder was denominated infamous, 
but the prey was retained! Jt was soou after 
declared by the legislature felonious, and at 
length piratical, to inake the Negroes slaves; 
but to keep those in slavery who had suffered 
the wring was permitted as a thing lawful and 
right! 

"Bat it is objected, by the friends of slavery, that 
this would be an unjustifiable interference with ** vest- 
ed rights," and with property Ic^nlly podsessod. And 
what are those rights? Then 'it to dowrongwith 
impunity? — the right of one injji to take away the 
rights of another7 Was ever language so preposter- 
ously applied? And what is this property? The 
body and limbs of a man — the wives and children of 
other men! The very claim is impious. These boast- 
ed rights are flagrant wrongs; this property is the 
forcible and fraudulent possession of what belongs to 
another. God save the Negro — life, and limbs, and 
faculties to provide for himself and his offspring;— 
what right nave any to set up an adverse claim? 
What title could the African kidnapper, or the Euro- 

?>ean slave-captain givoT — But 4< the statutes of Par* 
iament have recognized thia property." We have 
before proved that no human enactment can render 
that right which is in itself wrong ; and that no law 
is of any validity which is contrary to the law of.n 
turc. If, therefore, the British Parliament, unacqu sin! 
cd with the real state of the case, or influenced b> 
interested men, has committed a mistake inlegisla 
tion, is that any reason why it should persist in its 
rcror 7 If, by allowing one class of his majesty's sub- 
jects to enslave another class, the Parliament has 
done wrong, the sooner it retraces its steps the better. 
If it has by erroneous legislation rccegpized a proper- 
ty which cannot exist, and the exercise of a power 
wheih violates all justice, human and divine ; is it to be 
prevented from a return to rectitude by the complaints 
of tho3e who have taken advantage of its errors to 
oppress their fellow men ? Tho injustice consists in 
tho enactment of such statutes, not in their repeal ; 
the wrong lies in permitting its subjocts to hold slaves, 
not in the withdrawing that permission. What defer- 
ence tibould we pay to laws framed by any of the 
Barbary States to perpetuate the bondage of those 
whom their piracies had enslaved? "What sympathy 
should we have with" tho swarthy tyrants who should 
complin of their losses if the victims of their despo- 
tism were rescued fromtheirgrasp? With whatemo- 
tions should we hear them talk of their " vested 
rights," -trid of '* property recognized by law ?'* Do, 
then, the essential principles ofjustice vary with geo- 
graphical position; or do virtue and vice depend on 
die color of a man's skin? 

The friends of Immediate Emancipation can 

be supplied with any quantity of this No. of 
the Ami-Slavery Reporter, if application is 

made soon at the office of the Emancipator! 

126 Nassau-street 
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H 13 with an ill grace that slavc-holdars quote Scripture in defence of a system which is 1 
only opposed to the great moral principles of the Bible but winch treat s \vtthcontempt, s<* 
of its inoet express precepts. There is, for instance, no command more solemnly nnrl ion V 
enjoined than the observance of a 'seventh portion of time for religious purposes, lt Iieine er 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shall thou labor ^ and do all thy work : But thc- v " 
cnth is the sabbath of the Lord thy God ; hi it thou shall not do any work; thou, nnr-^Y 
son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, thy maid-servant, ( thy male slar* nor thy 
slavey as the colonists would call it;) nor ihv cattle, nor the stranger that is within thy 1 ' 4 "-" 
Exodus, 20th Ghap. 8, 10. This command remains in all its torce, a^ to the portion 1111111 
to be,lhus employed, though under the christian dispensation the day is altered. T' nn 'y 
ground on which a slave-holder, whose slaves arc compelled to break the sabbath hab'^'y* 1 ^ 
entitled to appeal to the scriptures, is the argmtwulum ad homiacia ; it is because his ip'uu-nls 
profess to revere them. Would it not he ju>t to reply ; Your appeal is fruitless : > ^ lu 1111 
authority which in point of practice at least, you do not acknowledge. You treat t}.V tTCl t ,ts 
of the Bible as of no authority ; what right have you to plead its precedents ? If tk °i 1LI ' KW 
no authority as a rule, surely the other has none as a warrant. 

To affirm, indeed, that the Bible affords a sanction to \Ve=t India slavery, is, in^y view, a 
^ross libel on the Sacred Beeords — it is a most important and fatal concession lu>hc infidel.— 
Prove only that it sanctions injustice, cruelty and oppression ; that it support ^ principle 
ihai power gives righl, which is the basis on which the system stands; th at j warrants one 
man to hold as his property a hundred or a thousand of his fellow creatures, and, whi!e hrt 
tramples un the dearest rights of man, to make them the mere instruments of his avarice and 
luxury ; and you go far to prove that it dues not proceed from a God of justice and mercy. Tn 
prove that the slave system of our colonies is scriptural, is like an ifltempi to prove the Bible a 
forgery, and its religion a cheat. — Godicin*s Lectures on Slavery. 
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The Law of Rctuibdtion, or a Serious 
^Warning* to Great Britain ami her colonies, 
faun fed on unquestionable examples of GotVs 
temporal vengeance against TVRAN FS, 
SL.4VE-HOLUERS AND OPPRESSOR:*, &c. 
By GRAN VJLLE SHARP, London 177G, pp. 
357. 

Granville Sharp must bo numbered among 
those prophets whose sepulchred we are care- 
ful to whitewash while we forget their doc- 
trines. In regard to the great enterprise of his 
life, he was an immediate abolitii/jt-st, whose 
uncompromising morality was drawn directly 
from the word of God. In a case where he had 
the explicit instruction of Divine inspiration, 
he took no couiisi:1 of human expediency ; he 
pursued no half way measures; lie did not rep- 
robate the slave trade, and ut the same time 
connive at the piimary enormity slave-hold- 
ing. 

The opponents of immediate emancipation 
profess to marvel thai we quote scripture. It 
is a settled point with thein that the Bible per- 
mit* s'avery, or to use their metaphysical lan- 
guage, recognizes the relation between m ister 
and slave. Such men would do well to ponder 
the honest and iiiiaiisiverabieargutnent of Gran- 
ville Kharp, The Bible is the charter of the 
world's liberties It not only cleaiiv defines 
and studious the rights of man, but it shows 
by abuudunt history that oppression in eVery 
shape is unprofitable as it is wicked. The Bi- 
ble no where recognize** the right of a man to 
the person of an off-nding fello.v man as pro- 
perty. It never permitted men to make mer- 
chandize of their brethien. It is true that God 
did doom seven nations* to destruction on ac- 
count of their enormous sins. He made his own 
people the executioners of his vengeance by an 
express commission. They were neither to 
mtke^cov.mani" with them nor show if mercy." 
They were permitted also to in ike of them 
"bondmen and 'bondwomen 11 for a perpetual 
ft p ^session. 1 ' ThU was evidently n p irtnf the 
judgment inflicted upon those wicked nations. 
The reason why the Israelites were required to 



* Deut. 7th chapter. 



show (t no mercy" Is expressed and is manifest- 
ly peculiar to their case: u For they will turn 
away thy sons from following ine that they 
may serve other gods, &c."* The repeated tri- 
umphs of the living God over idols and the full 
developments of the christian dispensation, has 
in a great measure removed the temptation to. 
idolatry which always threatened to overwhelm 
the ancient Israelites. There is strong reason 
to belh-ve thai the word heathen hi Lev* 25 ; 44. 
was intended to apply only to the seven devo- 
ted nations, and that the permission to enslave, 
applied only to them and to people of likechar- 
acier dwelling in the immetliate vicinity, for in 
Deut, 10: 18, the Israelites are commanded to 
Move the stranger." But, be this as it may, this 
slavery could continue no longer than the slave 
pleased' to remain a heathen. If he embraced 
the true religion, was circumcised and kept the 
law, he was to be treated as a native Hebrew ,t 
hut a Hebrew could not be hold en as property, 
the most rigorous servitude to which he could 
be subjected, was lhat of a servant hired for 
six years and paid in advance^ Here then is 
the- plain case; servitude was a divine infliction 
upon the idolaters, who dwelt about and among 
the Israelites, for their sins. The Israelites were 
made the executioners of the sentence — they 
were to take or buy these idolaters — not to sell 
again — but as a possession to themselves and 
their children "forever" — that is, in accordance 
with the provisions of the law, — so long as 
they remained idolaters. Is there any recogni- 
tion of a right of property here? If so, then 
that law which delivers up to the sheriff a score 
of i!onvictfij and allows him, for compensation, 
dl tint he cm get by exercising them upon the 
iread-mill, recoguiscs the sheriff's right of pro- 
perty in their bodies and souls ! True, in a cer- 
tain se use they are his "possession" but net in 
that sense in which his cnttle arc, nor in that 
si'nse in which two millions of our unoffending 
fellow men, are claimed as property in this 
christian nEPDHLic. And moreover, what would 



+ Deut, 7 : 4. 
t Ex. 12; 48,49. 
t Lev. 35: 39,42. 
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be satd of a man who should build a private 
tread-mill and put upon U the first score cif men 
and women that lie could catch, ait J plead in 
jutiiifiiruiion the example of the sheriff? W|iy t 
In- would only he guilty of the same absurdity, 
as those ivhoquolescnpinre to support slavery 
iu our own country* God is the miner oi those 
two million** of our fellow meiijivlio art? claim- 
ed property and treated worse than machines 
in this Ciiriatian laud— Wet the usurpers show 
ns iheir litltf deeds" from Him. I 
The sacred volume hits b<:en so long abused, 
and overwhelmed by a Jesuitical interpretation, 
for Hie sake of supporting the sin of oppression, 
that many honest minds doubtless find difficul- 
ty in reconciling it iviih the plain' dictates of 
conscience on tnis point- For this, the Bible 
is not to blame; The reader who candidly pe- 
ruses the whole of rt, will not fail to see that its 
principle 5 cut up that sort of slavery which now 
cxietd, root and branch ; and that God has not 
fchrunk from enforcing these principles by the 
must fearful sanctions, Oppbesctdx is almost 
uniformly recorded in the Bible history as the 
crying sin of those nations which the Almighty 
swept away in his wrath. Nothing hut the 
blindness of bigotry can prevent any one from 
seeing that freedom is the general law, while in- 
voluntary servitude is the special exception. — 
The passage which has occasioned more diffi- 
culty than any other is capable of an easy ex- 
planation in accordance with these views- — 
* c Ahd if a man snriio his servant or his maid, 

with a rod, and he die under his hand; he shall 
be surely punished. Notwithstanding if he 
ctmtinuea day .or two, he shall not he punished: 
for he is his money-" Ex. 21; 20,21, Here is 
severity permitted for the reasons already men- 
tioned. Tne law-giver has perfect authority 
nnd the subjects are criminals. Power is gran- 
ted to the master to punish with a severity 
which might occasion death, and the only check 
to the exorbitant use of this power, is pecunia- 
ry Interest. This plainly could apply only to 
heathen servants. And even these servants 
rniyht avail themselves of the general provision: 
**Thou shall not deliver uuio his master the ser- 
vant which is escaped from his master unto 
thee: he shall dwell with thee, even among you 
in that place which he shall choose in one of 
thy gates where it Hketh him besij thou shall 
not oppress him." Deut. 23: 15. 

Such a provision would soon annihilate the 
slavery which e\ists in this christian land,— 
What right have Americart Slavc-holdi-rs to 
plead the authority of the former text, while 
thev so construe our Federal Constitution, as to 
make it a direct violation of the latter 7 Before 
they claim a divine permission to put to death 
"by moderate correction," let them erase to pur- 
sue and re-enslave those who have escaped from 
thnir intolerable tyranny. There is a wonder- 
ful facilityin rememberihtfthose passages which 
scent to favor slavery, while those that positive- 
ly *ondemn it ere forgotten. 



But It Is lime to notice onr author from whom 
we mean to make copious extracts- He thutf 
introduces his subject-* 

THE LAW OF RETRIBUTION. 

The African Slave-irade has been publicly 
supported and i-nrouraged by the legislature of 
this Kingdom for nearly a century last past ; so- 
that ihemonstrous destruction of the human spe-* 
cies^ which is annually occasion* d then by, may 
certainly he raleeined a national crime of the 
mobt aggravating kind, which (according to the 
usual course of Cod's providence in the world) 
j will probably draw down some exemplary ven- 
geance upon the unrepenting inhabitants of this 
{island ! And, with respect to the British Cn/o- 
' fifed, the uncharitable practice of slave-holdiug, 
especially in the West-India Islands and the 
more southern colonies, is grown up into a more 
enormous and destructive oppression (whether 
we view the prodigious multitudes of the op' 
pressed, or the unconscionable severity of the 
oppressors) than perhaps ever disgraced any 
other nation at any one period of lime ! 

The several attempts that have lately been 
made to justify these iwo branches of ahomhia^ 
hie notional iniquity by the Holy Scriptures, and 
especially hy the permission therein granted to 
the Israelites to purchase and retain staves 
among them» have induced me to collect, from 
the history of the Jews in the several hooks of 
Holy Scripture, some plain examples of GodV 
vengeance upon' that particular nation, express- 
ly for this kind of oppression ; which, I hope, 
will sufficiently prove that slavery was ever de- 
testable in the sight of God, and consequently 
that a speedy reformation is absolutely neressa* 
ry (as well with respect to the African Slave- 
trade t encouraged in this Kingdom, as the toler- 
ation of slavery \n the British Americnn Domin- 
ions) if we mean to entertain the least hopa 
of escaping a severe national retribution, which 
(if we may judge by our present civil dissen- 
lions and horrid mutual slaughters of national 
brethren) seem ready to burst upon ns! 

The reader will observe that this was written after 
the commencement of the American revolutionary war* 

I am well aware, indeed, how very unfashion- 
able it is, now-a-day& to quote Scripture when' 
mailer* of Law^ Politics, or Trade are called 
in question; yet I flatter myself that the follow* 
ins examples, drawn from thence, nre perfectly 
suitable to my present point, and consequently 
must have weight to convince all persons, who 
sincerely acknowledge the truth of the Scrip* 
tures 9 that we have the greatest reason to appre- 
hend the infliction of some heavy judgment 

* In all the txlracu, the Writer 1 * own rmphwi* \$ pre- 
served : it will be perceived that ho a not left profuse in 
thaiue of capital*, italics, and (!!!!!) thin arcrlaiii cele- 
brated modern abolitionist, if those whe have quoted 
Grmville Sharp hs a Colon izatiuniit, because he founded 
Sierra Lflonr, would a ay Aucif, To ah these p&raeraphs, 
wo would not car* how much they labored to colonise Af* 
rica. 



iVotn Almighty God upon these kingdoms, on 
account of the monstrous load or guilt which 
the British subjects, an each side of the Atlantic, 
have incurred by the oppressions above-men- 
tioned. 

In some former tracts I have already shown 
that the servitude which the Jews, by the Mo- 
saic Law, were permitted to exact of \heir bre- 
thren (even when the latter were sold to them) 
was very much limited; that they were not to 
be treated as bond-servants, but us hir-d ser- 
vants; that the servitude could not lawfully be 
extended beyond seven years 9 unless the servant 
loved his master mid condition, and voluntarily 
demanded *of hi in to be continued in hb service; 
and that, in every other rase, it was absolutely 
unlawful to hold a brother Hebrew in slavery ] 

I have likewise shown, that, under the glori- 
ous dispensation of the Gospel, we are absolute- 
ly bound to consider ourselves as citizens of Ute 
world: that every mun whatever, withom any 
partial distinction of nation, distance, nr com- 
plexion, must necessarily be esteemed onr 
neighbor, and our brother; and that we are ab- 
solutely bound in Christian duty to entertain a 
disposition toward* all mankind its charitable 
aud benevolent, at least, as thai which was re- 
quired of the Jews, under the law, towards their 

• * 4 And if the servant shall plainly say, I lov** my 
" master* my wife, and my children; I will not go out 
" free; ExoJ, xxi, 5. Thus it is evident that this 
Jews could not acquire tu-y right t/i the perpetual &*sr- 
Vice of thnir brethren, John or Thomas, except by vir- 
tue of a voluntary contract, which is something similar 
to that clause in the Habeas Corpus act, concerning n 
contract, which t thought myself oblige;! to acknowl- 
edge in my former tract us an exceptirm to the idea of 
universal freedon in this Kingdom. But in neither case 
can the contiec- for service be implied ; for in (he latter 
the conirp^tmustbe in writing, ana the signing be clear- 
ly proved to be a voluntary act, without tho least sus. 
picion of Duress; and in the former case it was necessa- 
ry that the servant should acknowledge, in a court or 
record, that he wets witling to enter into such n coaract ; 
for the Hebrew Servant could not he made a slave, un- 
less he would 11 plainly fcav, I love my master," &c "I 
WILL NOT GO OUT FREE: then" («avs thr 
text) "his master shall bring him unto the JUDGES" 
(which answers to the public acknowledgment necessa- 
ry in the other cose to bo made in a court of record) for 
without this tho Hebrew master had no authority to bore 
tho servant's car in token of bondage, ExoJ. xxi. 5, G, 

| It is sometimes said that many of tho slaves at the 
South would not take their liberty if they could have it, 
therefore we do wrong when we denounce slave holding 
as necessarily wicked. But if it be true that there arc 
such cases, they do not come under our definition ; that 
fa, the common aud true definition of slavery, which i*, 
the involuntary servitude of innocent persons. Against 
receiving voluntary service we have nothing to say. If 
a man knowa all the hardships and liabilities of any ser- 
vice, and yet chooses it, we would be the last to violate 
hii right of choice. But let those who please, believe — 
we confess our utter incredulity of the existence of such 
fcofe Et>, B». | 



national brethren ; and, consequently, ihat it is 
absolutely unlawful fur, those, who call them- 
selves Christians, to exact of their brethren (I 
mean their brethren of the universe) a more 
burthensome service t'.ian that to which the 
Jewa were limited with respect to their breth- 
ren of the House of Israel; and the slavery, or 
involuntary bmiduge of u brother Israelite was 
absolutely forbid. 

These premises nuturally lead us to consider 
the severe national judgments which the Jews 
brought upon themselves principally by exceed- 
ing these very limitations which I have here 
specified : and the inevitable conclusion to be 
drawn from these examples is, that we are abso- 
lutely in danger of the like judgments, if we do 
not immediately put a slop to nil similar oppres- 
Mun by national authority: because an unchar- 
itable extension of the said limits, hy those who 
call themselves Christians, will certainly be, at 
ieust, ns heinous in the bight of God as the op- 
pression of brethren under the law. I huve 
clearly proved (I trust) that the permission to 
the Israelites, to keep bondmen of the Heathen 
(or more properly the nations, C3*1Jn) that 
were round about them* and of "the children 
of the strangers that dwelt among them," can-* 
not be extended to any other people whatever 
except the Israelites themselves ; and that 
wen to them it was only temporary, during 
the dispensation of the Muraic Law, whilst 
they possessed the land of Canaan, the for- 
mer inhabitants of which, (namely, the seven 
ahmninable nations of Palestine expressly men- 
tioned by name in the seventh chapter of 
Deuteronomy, where the same Hebrew noun, 
D'Ui rendered Heathen in the former text* 
is properly expressed by the English word 
nations) the Israelitrs were expressly directed 
to drive out, kill, and destroy without pi7y, and 
to make no covenant with them : and I hope I 
have also proved that the remainder of these 
'particular wicked nation?, thus expressly doom- 
ed to destruction. Were undoubtedly "the hea- 
then" (or nations) :i that dwelt round about 31 tho 
Israelites, and *Mhe children of the strangers," 
whom (and whom alone) it was lawful to hold 
in perpetual bondage; for otherwise that per- 
mission cannot he reconciled to God's positive 
commands, civen in the same law, to love the 
stranger. " The lord your God is God-of Gods, 
"aud Lord of Lords, a grcil Gnd 5 a mighty and 
n a terrible*, which reganfeth not persons^ 7 (*o 
that this was apparently a general law, or rule 
of conduct, towards all persons, except the peo- 
ple of those particular nations which were ex* 
presslyj by name, condemned to destruction by 
the hnnds of the Israelites, in other parts of the 
law, for their abominable wickeducps) " nor ta- 
**keth reward: he doth execute the judgment 
u of the fatherless nn'l widow, and Iovcth the 
"sirancer, in giving him food und raiment.— 
P'LOVR YE THEREFORE the stranger" (and 
the Almighty inculcates a sympathetic concern 
for the welfare and happiness of strangers, by 
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reminding the Israelites of their own unhappy 
situation formerly in a strange country) "for 
ve T> {says the text) *• were strangers in the land 
of E^ypt." Deut. x. 17 to 19. Seealsso Levit. 
xix. 33,31, "Thou stult love him" that is, ihe 
stranger) (s as thyself ; for ye were strangers in 
the land of Egypt." 

After this introduction commences tho grand 
argument of the book. The proposition is, that 
oppression and especially slave holding has 
never failed to draw down Vie vengeance of God 
upon that nation which has practised it. This 
iaabimiantty[ proved from the scripture history 
of the Egyptians, the Juwj, the Assyrians, the 
Babylonians, &e. The amount of proof is abso- 
lutely overwhelming. Cm a man persist in 
the opinion that the Bible permits or at least 
do £5 not c.itiildtiia slavery when itssjered pa- 
ges teem with the re *ord of Gil's vengeance 
upon the tuitions for this verysm? 

To b» continued. 
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From tho Spirit of the Pilgrims. 

UNXUtf OP CULONIZlTIOXISTd AH* 

ABJU noxttfi-s." 

Mr* Editor. — Ux the July number of yoin 
valuable periodical, I nniicijait articie design d 
to show the utility, lite practicability, and the 
duty of iMiun between the Colonizaliwuuis and 
abolitionists, I cordially approve, and would 
heartily m unfain u part of the sentimeuis con- 
tained in tile article,— I believe th:ic we should, 
at all times, IC maintain the law of love in tin 
hem an J tin the ton-jue and also that the 
present crisis calls evidently for moderation* 
discretion, anJ kindness in every thing." It is 
likewise undeniable thai there are wise and good 
men in the ranks of both the parties; and 
equally so that their union t( as coadjutors in a 
common causj" — the eumncip-itioo of the en- 
elivedj and the elevation of the degraded, is an 
important and practicable duty. — Ii is also true, 
as the writer assumes, at the outset, that in or 
der to effect so desirable a union, it is necessary 
to institute a critical enquiry in o the exaci 
state of this case between cnlnniz ition :ind abo 
lition or anti-slavery," as they exist in the minds 
tind operations of their adherents in this coun- 
try ; or as they may be conceived to exist, 

YVUh the hope of throwing wait* liclit on tin 1 
object of this inquiry, the following remarks 
are submitted. Being, myself, one of that *ia*s 
of your readers who are called Abolitionists, 
and believing that many of my brethren who 
hold the same views, agree with me and with 
you in desiring such mi union, and in seeking 
the diffusion of light as the means of cementing 
it; I wjU, with your leave, proceed to specify 
Annie of the obstacles which I suppose Aboli- 
tionists fin I, or think they find, in the way of a 
co operation between themselves mid the Colo- 
nic itionists. And I do it in the full assurance 
that if these obstacles can be removed, sur- 
mounted, or shown to exist only in imagination 
or misapprehension, there will be no reluctance 



on the part of Abolitionists in general to co-op- 
erate with Colontzationisls ; at least, so far as 
to lC press abolition, and not seek to destroy the 
colonizauonist," that is — on condition of a re- 
ciprocity of pacification, an item which it is to 
be presumed, the writer m your July number, 
did not intentionally omit to recommend. 1 * 

1, In the first place, then, 1 suppose "Aboli- 
tionists have found a difficulty in forming Anti- 
slavery societies, and in ( pressing abolition," 
from tne fact that good men, almost every where 
have been led to suppose that the Colonization 
Society is sutficiem, of itself, to effect emanci- 
pation as speedily as it is safe and practicable to 
do it. This has been abundantly taught by the 
agents and publications of the society. And 
just sn far as it is believed, just so far that belief 
-lauds an insuperable harrier to the formation of 
an anti-shivery society, or any anti-slavery effort 
distinct from colonization, Nmv every aboli* 
liontsi, (if the term is to be used at aU in dis- 
tinction from cnlonizoionir-t) believes of coirrse t 
that the Colonization Society is ^sufficient for 
litis end ; otherwise he would be simply a cnlo- 
MifrUroui&t, and not an abolitionist, in any dis- 
tinctive seine of that term. Unless he relin- 
quishes his belief that emancipation may be 
s afelv an 1 speedily enected, without the* slow 
process of Colonization, (which he believes to 
be far distant, not to say absolutely hopeless, in 
its efficacy,) he uutst give his reasons for this 
opinion, before he can possibly produce a single 
-lirect effort for present emancipation* From 
the very nature uf the case, therefore, Abolition- 
ists are*oblised to ttvich and maintain that colo- 
nization is not a sufficient remedy for slavery; 
just as (be advocates of total abstinence are 
obliged to maintain and teach that nil other re- 
medies for intemperance are insufficient. But 
to maintiin and teach this, is generally consid- 
ered and treated as opposing the Colonization 
Society. Perhaps it is so. Rut the question 
now is, how can it be avoided by Abolitionists, 
without their ceasing lo u press abolition ? n 

2. The advocates of a direct and present abo- 
lition arc not only obliged to encounter the im- 
pression thiit Colonization is an adequate and 
sufficient remedy for slavery, but that it is the 
only safe and prudent remedy. This sentiment 
has also been inculcated by the Society and its 
friends, from Ihe beginuiiiff. Gen. Hirperof 
Maryland, in his Letier published in the first 
anntril report of ihe Society says:— "This 
s rent end, M f i. e. nlnmaiD emancipation] " is to 
be attained in no other way than by a plan of 
universal coloniz iiion." — And within a few 
months past, this very sentence has been quoted 
by Mr, Gtirlcy in his correspondence with sun- 
dry citizens of New York, ns expressive of his 
own views nnd those nf the c( leading friends of 
the Society."— But in direct opposition to this 

* "I.rt the Aboliticuiifts prrsf abolition, and nof icek to 
.dsstrov this Colonizationis! ; ami ths CuWiintioniBt, let 
itim press siill hanlf-r. Colonization, pinco that is what ho 
| is tng&gcd in," p. 400. 
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sentiment, every AholitioniFt holds that eman- 
cipation may be effected more sofelyand speed- 
ily, on the plan of iramed'aie emancipation. In 
what manner* therefore* phall he " press aboli- 
tion," in a community wi;ere this sentiment has 
taken deep root, without endeavoring lo show 
its fallacy? But to do ihi?, is to oppose the 
claim of ine Colonisation Society, which has 
been pressed for seventeen years. — The simple 
inquiry here is* how shall this collision be avoid- 
ed ? Must the Abolitionist give up his distinct- 
ive sentiments, and become a Colonizationist, in 
order to effect a union between Colonizationists 
and Abolitionists ? If not, /low is he to i: press 
abolition J" What arguments msy he use, and 
in what manner shall he procmi 1 

3. The great extent of this difficulty remains 
yet to be stated.— Not only is \\*k Colonization 
Society claimed to be an adeqiMte, and the only 
practicable remedy for slavery ; but the advo- 
cates of direct and itmncdiat'jaholiUuu have thus 
far " pressed," its claims under the pressure of 
direct and explicit censtho. — In his speech be- 
fore the 11th Annual meeting of the American 
Colonization Society, Mr. Harrison of Virginia 
said that the Society " having declared that it is 
no wise allied to any Abolition Society in Ame- 
rica or elsewhere, is ready, whenever there is 
need, to pass a censure on such societies in Ame- 
rica." — This speech was officially published in 
the 1 1th Report of the Society, without the least 
disclaimer, and at a time when no opposition 
to the Colonization Society on the part of Abo- 
lition Societies, could have provoked the cen- 
sure. It is needless to add that similar censures 
have been frequently and strongly expressed 
in the resolutions of Auxiliary Societies, at va- 
rious places and periods, up to the present time. 

As a further illustration of the continued ful- 
filment on the part of the friends of Coloniza- 
tion! of the promised censure, (when needed,) 
of Abolition Societies, I might notice the very 
singular, though not to say unprecedented, 
frightful, and defamatory epitheis so perseve- 
ringly bestowed on ail,, of^every temperament 
and character, who attempt to advocate a direct 
and present emancipation ; a course of opposi- 
tion, by means of which a panic, a contempt, 
and an abhon\ nee are engendeK'd, which to a 
great extent, exclude them from the pulpit and 
the oress, and which deny them a patient and 
candid hearing- I name not things like these 
for the sake of palliation or excuse, still less as 
a warrant for that propensity to render railing 
for railing, which may, at limes, have been ex- 
cited among us, — But still I find some difficul- 
ty in conceiving how Abolitionists can re-assart 
and vindicate their claims to sanity;, patriotism, 
benevolence and common sense, without at all 
impeaching the justice, and wisdom of the a- 
ward by which these qunlities have been so 
constantly denied them. How shall we, or how 
.can we nope to move against ,the influence 
pledged to crush its with its censures, withoul 

the least degree of resistance against that influ- 



ence? Must we not breast the siream, unices 
we would be borne away by it ?— Besides, 

4. Every Abolitionist, lo he consistent -with 
his creed, must "press abolition 1 ' as a present 
nnd practicable duty, How can he do this, 
without prt-ssin^ against the doctrine that 
would defer it till a future period ? How can. 
he preach "Repent to-day f " wi;houtsaying "de- 
fer it not until a more convenient season?" It 
has been often stated by advocates of Coloniza- 
tion, that its opi-mtions could not touch the 
question of emancipation within a century to 
coma The Abolitionists * ( press abolition" on 
the j?r«cnf generation. Their time, is God's 
timc/'iW— "to-day." They address the op- 
pressors now on the earth— not their posterity. 
The oppressor, like every other sinner, pirads 
delay- The indulgence offered him by Colo- 
nizationists is all he asks. He says in his 
heart, let there be emancipation a ceniury 
hence, if it needs must be so. But "let there 
be peace and quietness in my day," Let me 
not he disturbed while / live. 'Shall the Abo- 
litionist leave him in undisturbed possession of 
his plea, and of his sin ? Or must he strip 
him of his pica? To do the latter is to strip 
the Colonizationist of all his pleas, and claims, 
and plans. Must the Abolitionist "spare direct 
attack" on the very obstacle that stands in bis 
way, and thus cease lo "press abolition" for the 
sake of an union with Colouiz-itionif-ts? 

5. "What is the object of aibolition. To do 
away slavery, and put the colored man in pos- 
session of the blessings and privileged of honor- 
able citizenship and Christianity." So say* 
the writerin the Spirit of the Pilgrim**, and he 
pays truly. \Y1iat slavery, and uhat colored 
man does the writer speak of? American sla- 
very, and the American colored mailt assured- 
ly. None other do the Colonization or Ami- 
slavery societies of America intermeddle with, 
<ir mention. Thn object of the Abolitionist 
ihen is, to put the American slave and the A- 
meri can colored man in possession of the bles- 
sings and privileges of hunorahle American ci- 
lizenship, and the blessings and privileges of 
Chribtianiiy in America. It is to this citizen- 
ship, and to these blessings, if to a«y, that the 
slave, the colored nwn, has just chums. To 
no citizenship or privileges in any other coun- 
try limn that of his birth, has he any rightful 
claims— to none other is his oppressor, or is 
aiiv one t bound to restore him. To deny the 
obligation of restoring htm these^ is to deny the 
obligation of storing him any. Of none 
other hns he been deprived: none other would 
be to him an equivalent. On this point the co- 
lored man has a right to speak for himself, and 
he has spoken, in terms not to be misunder- 
stood. 

It is then true that the Colonization and the 
Abolitionist, are 4t both agreed as to the rights 
of man?** What says the Colonization Soci- 
ety, and its leading friends, on this point? 'ihe 
sentence already quoted from Gen. Harper's leu 
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ter, published by the Society at its first com- 
mencement, and recently approved by its pre- 
sent Secretary, is sufficiently explicit. "In no 
otlier ttay," can emancipation be attained, |( than 
by a plan of im/peMoZ Colonization." In other 
words " the colored man" must either he held 
" a slave," or Banished from the enjoyment of 
his unalienable birthright, u the possession of 
the blessingsnnd privilegesof honorable" Amer- 
ican "citizenship and Christianity" in his native 
land. With Abolitionists it certainly is not 
11 affected," if it be a (t childish pity," that makes 
them feel such "tender mercies" to be u cruelty-" 
They have not thus learned* the rights of man/ 
nor can they comprehend why a banishment 
from the enjoyment of his rights of * citizenship 1 
should he offered to the American * colored man/ 
under the imposing name of a restoration of 
them. They see no need either of their amal- 
gamation with the whites, nor of the white man 1 * 
emigration to give them room. The presence 
of the colored slave has never scared the white 
man from hi* home. Nor need we fear the col* 
ored free man would be either more dangerous 
or more polluting- Such, at least, arp the prin- 
ciples held by the Abolitionists. If Coloniza- 
tionisls deem them il wild chimeras, fit enly for 
the brain of a zealot, or an enthusiast of the 
most visionary character," and turn with horror 
from the sober facts of history and geography, 
teaching that such things are, and have been ; 
lhe fact but adds fresh emphasis to the enquiry 
— il HotD can Abolitionists * press abtilition/ ac* 
cording to their views of its essence and of ' the 
Tights of man,* without c * opposing the Coloui- 
zationist t" 

6- How can the Abolitionist u press abolition" 
without opposing the absurd and unrighteous mo- 
dern prejudice againitcolor, known on. y in North 
America, which practically denies that God has 
made of one bluod all the nations of the .earth ? 
On what but this sinful and infidel prejudire, is 
"the whole system of American slavery founded ? 
Nothing, Who believes that the slaves could 
be held in bondage a fortnight, should their fea- 
tures and complexions become the tame as our 
own? — or should that prejudice become as un- 
known and imperative here, as it is in Europe? 
No one. What else but the same prejudice, 
withholds from the colored man, for an hour, l( the 
-blessings and privileges of an honorable 1 * Ameri- 
can "citizenship and Christianity?" Noth- 
ing* What but the removal of that prejudice can 
restore him to those blessings and privileges? 
Nothing. What can the Abolitionist effect, un- 
til he has removed that prejudice? Nothing.— 
What else has he to effect ? Nothing. How Is 
he to remove that prejudice, but by opposing it? 
Will change of place — will "citizenship" in Li- 
beria remove it? It would not. \tdoes not. — 
Liberian Sheriffs and Lieut. Governors, travel- 
ling among us, cannot ride in our Northern mail 
stages, on account of this prejudice. Js it then 7 
invincible to the force of Christian truth? No. 
Truth, and truth alone, ecu triumph over error. 



Holy love can displace contempt, hatred and aim 
Every Abolitionist believes this. And he * 'press* 
es abolition" by teaching and proving it. Ho 
can " press abolition" in no other way. In no 
other way have they ever, either in England or 
America attempted it. 

But what is the Abolitionist, of necessity^ do- 
ing 9 when he opposes this unholy prejudice?— 
Dues he not, of necessity, oppose whatever siu* 
tains It ? Do not his labors unavoidably tend 
to undermine whatever is founded upon it? 

But what is the Colonization Society doing? 
and on what is it founded ? Doei it not say re- 

fieatedly and repeatedly — I need not quote its vo* 
uminous documents— does it not, and do not its 
friends, at every turn, and with every breath* 
assure us that this prejudice is insurmountable? 
Does not the v/riter in the Spirit of the Pil- 
grims assume this, when he rejects^as "vision- 
ary" the idea of the whites remaining with the 
blacks at the South (i. e. after tbey shall become 
fret — I know not whether ht thinks freedom will 
increase the prejudice) and supposes that the 
whites must remove to the North? And what 
can sustain the prejudice in question, so effectu- 
ally as such grave assurances of its invinci- 
bility? 

Nay, more. On what is the American Colo- 
nization Society founded? On what can it 
rest, for a tingle hour, but on this same preju- 
dice? Whai, but this prejudice* induces trie de- 
sire to send the mass of the colored people out 
of the country ? Jt is useless to speak^here, of 
ihe utility ot a Colony, and of the good of Af- 
rica. Neither the welfare of the colony nor of 
Africa can require, or admit, the removal of even 
[the annual increase of our colored population. 
The Liberian officers have attested this, and we 
all know it to be true. The only solid ground 
lnr the removal of the miss of our colored po- 
pulation must be the existing prejudice against 
color. And this is the plea actually made, when 
we are told that they cannot risct in Uiia coun- 
try. And if this prejudice should instantly dis- 
appear, or the whole colored population become 
white, who then would plead for "the plan of 
^universal colonization?" No one. 

The Abolitionist, therefore, whenever, he 
<c presses abolition" — in other words whenever 
he presses against this prejudice — the sole cause 
that upholds slavery, and the removal of Which 
alone can remove it, cannot avoid "pressing," 
or seeming to press against the Society that sus- 
tains it, and is founded on it. If the Abolition- 
ist succeeds in overcoming this prejudice, there 
remains no foundation for the Colonization Soci- 
ety, on its present plan. It ceases to exist, of 
course. On the oilier hand, if the plea of the 
Colonizationist respecting the invinbicility Of 
this prejudice, proves to be correct, then the Abo- 
litionist fails, of course, in Aw efforts, andean 
never succed in putting "the colored tiian in 
possession of the blessings and privileges of 
honorable" American ** citizenship and Christi- 
anity;" this being the only Country in which 
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h f e is entitled to them, or, indeed, hi which it is ! 
expected by any one, that the mass of the race 
now in this country, and their posterity, will ev- 
er exist. [I assume, in this last assertion, the 
wry rematkable fact* that notwithstanding ail 
that has been said of Colonization, as " the only 
hope" of the colored man, no individual has ever 
yet been found by the writer, who. after sit- 
ting down, for fifteen minutes, to an arithmeti- 
cal computation, has not frankly owned the pro- 
spective removal of the entire mass to Africa, 
an incredible and improbable consummation.] 

How then star.us *■ the exact state of the case, 
between Colonization and Abolition, or Anti- 
Slavery," under the item we are now consider- 
ing. Why, in one word, simply, thus. If the 
prejudice against color be perpetuated, the CoU 
cnization Society continues its operations, fcuf 
nut otherwise, tf that prejudice gives way, the 
Abolitionist succeeds in his efFortSjbut not other- 
wise. At least, such is the apparent slate of 
the case. Is it not really so? If not, how can 
it be otherwise? How can the scheme of " uni- 
versal Colonization" succeed without the con* 
tinuauce of that prejudice? How ean Aboli- 
tion succeed, with it? And how can the Abo- 
litionist " press abolition" without pressing 
against the fundamen tnl principleof colonization? 

7* I will mention but one more obstacle in the 
way of a co-operation between Abolitionists and 
Colonizationists. That obstacle is found in the 
position now assumed by the American Coloni- 
zation Society towards the free people of color 
Until recently, it has been supposed that the So- 
ciety and its friends would frown indignantly on 
any attempt to remove the free people of color! 
without their consent. Assurances understood 
to amount to this, have been repeatedly made, 
and are even still continued. But with what 
color of consistency, the following facts may 
show. The Legislature of Virginia has madt? 
an appropriation to the funds of the Societv for 
the purpose of assisting in the ren oval of the 
free people of -color, in this State. It is carefully 
provided that these funds shall not bo applied 
to the removal of slaves hereafter set frei\ It 
was admitted by the advocates oT that law, lint 
its object was the removal, at a!l events of the 
free people of color. Some of them went so 
far as to propose a clause in the same act, provi- 
ding for their forcible -ejectment: and the only 
reason why it did not pass was bpewse U was 
suggested that the means heretofore used, tint 
of whipping, mobbing, &c. could be made to an- 
swer all the purposes of a legal enactment, for 
the present: but if necessary, the legal provi- 
sion, it was said, could be added afterwards Such 
was the enactment appropriating funds for the 
American Colonization Society, and in direct al- 
lusions to its "liberal" provisions, the Secretary 
of the Society has lately published an advertise- 
ment,- inviting emigrants from Virginia. This 
may be called "removing the free people of col- 
or with their own consent." But, with their 
present views of the "rights of man," Abolition- 



ists cannot but consider it a high-handed and 
aggravated persecution, and they cannot consci- 
entiously "co-operate" with a Society that # 'co- 
operaies 1 ' with Virginia, in an act so unjust and 
disgraceful. 

Such, I conceive, are the principal obstacles 
existing in the minds of Abolitionists in general, 
which prevent a "co-operation between them- 
selves and Colonizalionists." If these obstacles 
can be removed, or shown to bt ideal and ima- 
ginary, I have no doubt that a ,c co-operation" 
between them, will immediately take place. 

And, not to be wanting, on our part, I will 
now specify, in a condensed form, the course I 
suppose to be necessary in order to produce the 
desired "co-operation." 

Hitherto, I have spoken of Colonization, as 1 
■supposed it to exist in the views and plans of its 
leading friends, including the present Secretory 
of the Colonization Society. [I have made no 
mention of the views and plans of those mem- 
bers of the Society, whether a majority or other- 
wise, who arc dissatisfied with the viewsl 
have described, and displeased with the mem- 
bers who advocate them; on the ground that 
they arc ton favorable to emancipation. That 
the Society has such members, who really peek 
to render it subservient to the coutinuunce of 
slavery, is a fact which no intelligent man will 
deny; but I wished to put the most favorable 
construction on the Society, and have only ex- 
hibited what I understand to be the views of the 
\emancipation purtff — so called — among the 
members of the American Colonization Socie- 
ty.] But in distinction from all this, I will now 
speak nf Colonization, as it might perhaps, be 
conceived to exist, and as it may hereafter esf- 
list; nor can I be certain that the picture I shall 
now exhibit, may not meet the views of very 
many who now support the present American 
ColonizaiNn Society. 

Suppose a Colonization Society to exist, 
(which is not proposed as a remedy, cither whol- 
ly, or in part, for slavery; suppose it never to 
have passed or tliieatcned any censure against 
Abolition Societies, nr their supporters ; suppose 
the influence of its lending friends and publica- 
tions to be in no way hostile to the principles 
and plan? of immcdtaiccmaneipation ; suppose 
the ' bjects of the two societies in no degree to 
cl ish witli each other, so that the shocks of the 
one should not involve the defeat of the other ; 
suppose thf* Colonization Society to make no ap- 
peals founded on the prejudice nf color, or on 
the supposed impossibility of raising the colored 
people to the " possession of the blessings and 
privileges of honorable' 3 American "citizenship 
and Christianity suppose it to hold no com- 
munion, and exert no "co-operation" with ex- 
patriating Legislatures and other persecutors of 
the free colored man; — suppose, in a word, 
that it assumed, toward the colored people, no 
bearing different from that which would charac- 
terize a benevolent association forassisting such 
white citizens as, without direct or indirect per- 



secuuon, should desire to establish a colony at jthrir liberty with advance (o themselves and 
Oregon, or elsewhere; — suppose it to be a Sod- jrafVty lu ibtir masters; but with regard lo the 



ety Jor planting a colony in Africa or elsewhere, 

oo Christian principles*, for the civilization of] 
Africa, by appropriate moral influences, without' 
the aid of the sword, and unaccompanied with 
strong drink; — suppose such a Colonization So- 
ciety, I say, and I have no doubt of an immedi- 
ate and heariy "co operation" between, such 
Colonizitionists and the friends of immediate 

emancipation. 

And it gives me pleasure to add, that siuce I 
commenced writing this article, 1 have In ai d it 
lumored that a distinguished gentleman of your 
" t city of Ihe pilgrims," heretofore a friend and 
patron of the American Culonizalion Society, 
has conceived the plan of a ntxo colony, on prin- 
ciples similar, if not identified with those 1 have 
delineated, I hope he will soon publish the de- 
tails of his plan, and that they may be such as 
Abolitionists und Colonizationisis can unite in 
adopting. William Pemk. 



IMMEDIATE compared with GRADUAL eman- 
cipation. 

A gross misapprehension _of the views of abo- 
litionists is generally entertained (or want of a 
distinction between a DOCTRINE ufmorals } & 
a PLAN of operations. 'When abolitionists plead 
fur instant emancipation and express a confident 
hope of success, they are token to be, either 
blood-thirsty terrorists, whocherish soinesrhcmc 
of physical violence against the slave-holders, 
or, hair-brained fanatics, who are expecting such 
a result from moral argument as it never produ- 
ced since the world began. A storm of mingled 
indignation and contempt is poured upon their 
heads as if they were a set of maniacs equally 
dangerous and ridiculous. The most simple 
exercise of the understanding, or in other words, 
a few grains of common £ense, applied to this 
subject, would save the necessity of all this 
alarm and uproar. 

When any great object is to be obtained by 
the united effous of many men, certain proposi- 
tions or doctrines are laid down and under- 
stood in common among them, as the basis of 
action. This is absolutely required by the ne- 
cessity of the case. For instance, if a republi- 
can government is to be formed, the doctrine 
must first he established that the majority must 
rule. It is of no avail to object that this propo- 
sition is an abstract one— that it has never been 
exemplified in the practice of any republic ; it 
is of none the less practical importance* Till 
!t is distinctly apprehended and admitted, no- 
thin? like a republic can exist. 

Now take tho case of two millions of Amer- 
ican slaves. 

Tho iitst thing to be done is, to agree what 
OUGHT to be done. Till this point is settled, 
action ia useless. The grand question is, ought 
the slaves to be fiiee *l Suppose it to be repli- 
ed that this depends upon.circumstances. That 
' thoy ought to be free as soon as they can use 



great mass ofihcm Ibis cannot be expected, 
therefore, they ought mil tn be free till they are 
proporly prepared.* Here is the docteine of 
gruduuhsm* Look at its influence on the 
practice of the community in regard lo slavery- 
It makes a pwtifm of slave-holding innocent, 
on account of the attending circumstances* 
But that which is not innocent is attended with 
similar circumstances, hard to be distinguished 
from the other. Can a man regard himself as 
very guilty when his conduct differs from inno- 
cent, only by a Blight shade of chcumstances. 
No, the-ono melts away into the other by such 
iuiprrccptibln shades, that the line of separation 
cnunot be discerned. The innocent und the 
guilty join hands over the grand distinction be- 
tween right and wrong till it is lost, and the 
gradualist cannot morally attack' the system 
for fear of involving the innocent in the same 
denunciation with the guilty. Thus his false 
doctrine shields the conscience of the guilty and 
drinks up his own sympathy for the poor tlave- 
Thc duty of the stave-holder, as lie explains it, 
is not to free* but to fit his slave for freedom. - 
Ilut the slave-holder's safety has been admitted 
as one of the reasons of this decision; and he 
believes that his safety requires him not to 
enlighten the minds of his slaves, because the 
more intelligent slaves are the more dangerous? 
that isj he cannot safely set them free, on account 
of their circumstances, find he cannot safely, 
change the circumstances which render;. Jiis 
slave-holding innocent. Again, the circum- 
stances which justify present slavery, in lire 
opinion of the gradualist, ha/e grown out of 
slavery itself. A man has been imprisoned ^liU 
it is doubtful whether he can walk, or lill' he- 
has come lo cherish a settled enmity to 
his unrighteous persecutor j therefore the 
prison doors must not bo opened now^ lest, in 
the first place, the prisoner should nokbe able 
to walk out, und lest, in the second place, ho 
should take vengeance on his persecutor. Will 
his ability to walk ever become greater, or his 
enmity to his persecutor less, by keeping him 
shut up ? Take another illustration. The trees 
of a nursery have grown crooked from being 
planted without order and too thick. Every 
year, young ones arc springing up, and grow- 

ins still more crooked than the parent stocks. 
What ought to be done? One gardener says, 
"let them be immediately set in good order, at 
proper intervals. Nature and art will then 
I have a chance to straighten them," "No/'says 
another, £ *I see the evil as clearly as you, and, I 
desire its removal as much, but my advice is to 
pick out a few of the slraighest and transplant 
them into an orchard by themselves, while we 
leave the rest lo grow straighter where they 
arc. As fust as they becomejfr we will remove 
them." Are there not here, two very different 
duett inegi lending to very different practical re- 
sults? Docs not the 1 after tend to perpetuate 
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the evil, rather than io remedy it ? A docti ine 3 
then, is a very inipurlaut thing. 

Li?t it be understood that our doctrine is a 
that the slaves OUG JrIT to be mudu free, NOW. 
That those* who have the power to rani:* and 
we believe that Ihe masters, individually and 
collectively, have the power, ought to use It 
-without any delay. Let it be also understood 
that our PLAN is,to pcrauac/cthe master and all 
who have any concern or connection tciih them, 
or influence over theni 9 of the fnrf/i of ihis doc- 
trine / trusting that as soon as they me persua- 
ded of its truths they will do their r/?*///. 'Jliosc 
who are so ready to callus "fanatics," may re&i 
assured that we have had too much experience 
of the pervcrsencss and obstinacy of wicked 
men, to expect to accomplish our ohjeet imme- 
diately. Bui nevertheless we expect to accom- 
plish it. The whole glorious array ofharmtmi-1 
ous truths is on our sidi\ The Cimscienecs oi 
all the oppressors are with us. The vwraljhrcr 
of tin universe is pledged to support our canst*. 
All the history of the past, cheers us on to stren- 
uous effort. The doctrine of immediate eman- 
cipation must ultimately, and we hope speedily, 
banish slavery from the face of the earth* Anv 
other doctrine only tends to cover up the sin. 
and perpetuate the evil. 



CHARACTER OF PRES. STORRS. 

bb * * * # 

u Tho righteous jverisiicth and no man laycth it lo heart 
*rul merciful muo are tafcen away, none loiisidcring dial 
the rightooMs H taken a*vay from tho evil to conic." 

There arc certain rat n standing at the foun- 
tain head of mind, exerting n silent unobtrusive 
influence, to whom the w<nhl is more deeply in- 
debted thaw it ever knows, of. They give the 
first shape and. impulse to those who are after- 
wards known as the champions of truth, the 
saviors of their country,- the benefactors of a 
world- 

Such Vman was "Pres.Stori\i 1 It tvouldsecm 
to^> careless observer, thut he was UiKv^ away 
in the very, dawn of his labors for the sbve. — 
But he had accomplished more than most men 
wouhHiavc dune in a long mid successful life, 
entirely devoted to the caupeofnboIititHU Tho.se 
tOtiohavo ever come fairly jn contact with his 
purifyi|ig,axaltiag,«pirit) know that he was no 
ordinary man. The youth that wtrre trained by 
him, received an intellectual and moral coufor.. 
raauoa adapted to the exigencies of every noblcj 
christian enterprise. "His fellow instructors,! 
among whom he always tank the position of a' 
learner, borrowed a strong' light from him' in. 
all their researches; and in every rr ,efTort fcitl 
themselves borne alpnjgby au unseen influence.! 
It was dclighifol to .sit besidc.a ina,n whose ex-' 
pkuded vision could embrace a world, end pier 



cing the mists of false philosophy, could ena- 
ble him, to hold up the relations of men to, each 
other and to the throne of the Eternal, in clear 
sunlight. The Anti-Slavery cause owes to the 
stern morality, the irresistible demonstration 
and the expanded benevolence of that spirit 
which is now in heaven, the stand which has 
been laken in the W. R. College in behalf of 
ihe oppressed. The same would have beeu 
true, hid this stand not been taken in his day. 
He prepared the materials. While no man 
could be more stable in his opinions, candor and 
liberality were the distinctive characteristics of 
his mind. He had made it one of the funda- 
mental principles in his administration of the 
College to encourage free discussion on every 
inipurt-inisubjecu If hecould not stir ay the mind 
by rrasmi and argument, he would not attempt 
to govern it at nil. No sacrifice must be spared 
to truth, was his maxim. This gave a dignity 
to his character, which commanded the rever- 
ence, not of the neck and the knee, hut of the 
heart. No man, I venture to say, in instructing 
and governing young men, ever gained more of 
the substance with less care for the symbols of 
respect. The collected seriousness of his man- 
ner, and (lie appropriateness and strength of his 
language gave weight even to "common subjects, 
and clothed every present transaction with the 
importance of a coming eternity. Hcmadethe 
hearer feel, in spite of himself that he was so 
linked in with the universe of God, that, while 
insignificant in himself, every movement of his, 
affected the destiny of untold millions. 

Such being the character of our beloved and 
lamented Starrs, he was ready to greet the 
champions of the Anti-Slavery cause as soon as 
Uicy look the field. In Ihe bc-Id straight forward 
course of the fearless Garrison, he hailed ihe 
harbinger of his country's better days, of the 
restoration of their rights to two millions of ojh 
pressed fellow men; — for he was a firm believer 
in efficacy of plain truth. He had eeen fda- 
ycryinthe Carolinas, and by close and long 
continued observation had laid up an abhorrence 
of it among the very elements of his soul- Ne- 
vQrdid ho neglect to bear his testimony against 
it >is n sy3Jem at robbery and oppression^ which 
nut*lu to be lorn up by the roots. Butthe form- 
ation of an Anti-Slavery Society in New Eng- 
land mid Iht developments of the Colonization 
delusion* lie took forthcsignaJof a mighty effort. 
And liken giant did begird himself for the con- 
test. Those only who iioard him pour out lha 
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thought and feeling of Ms full heart on this sub- 
ject, can judge of the depth of his interest in it. 
If he ever wished for sound lungs and a long 
life, it was to plead in every city and village of 
our land the cause of the oppressed. He com- 
menced this noble work with an ardor and iorce 
which was too much for a fiamc already the 
victim of excessive labor. It hastened him to 
the grave. But he has left living monuments. 
In a letter to the writer of this, just previous to 

his death, he says — 

"iLeci-ma to nie that I might employ a stato of 
sound health to much advantage in the College, or if 
precluded from that field, ' on the broador fisld of the 

world. But God knows best, * * * * If the 
Board pursue euch a course as to forbid Iho free and 

temperate diecussron of the great question of slavery 



apt 

&c-, I shall of course return only to resign my place 
and withdraw from all connexion M'ilh the college. It 
appears to mo that it might bo well for the students of 
the college to present to the Board a respectful memo* 
rial and request ; if, as I suppose, they regard the lib- 
erty of free inquiry and proper discussion and action, 
rclativo to all subjects of acknowledged importance, 
to be 11 a boon not to be parted toff ft." 

Thus did he meet the servile intolerant bigot- 
ry of the times. Though a man of distinguished 
prudence, his opposers thought, or rather called 
him mad. They had the effrontery to pretend 
that the leadiuginfluenccoflheubolilion cause at 
the West was misled. But his management of 
the College under the excitement created by this 
absorbing topic, showed no more want of sound 
discretion than it did of energy and decision. — 
The regular duties and discipline of the CoU 
lege were never relaxed for a moment. Seve- 
ral members of the Board of Trustees, however, 
were in a panic. They represented the College 
as distracted by contention to the neglect of its 
appropriate studies, and, but for the firmness of 
the President, would have driven the Board into 

a measure whitfh would have made the College jslave to walk in his footsteps. E. W. 

a discrace to humanity and recreant to the high |! 



amlcss. Thus did this gflocf man leave that 
precious institution which had been committed 
to him in the most helpless infiincy, and which 
was his idol, if he ever hadone, strong, healthful 
and free, Long may it nurse the champions of 
human rights. 

In making these remarks I wouH not be dis- 
respectful to the Hoard of Trustees. Many of 
Us members, I highly honor. The only fault 
I havelofind with any of them islhut they suc- 
cumb to the heartless, time-serving, negro-hat- 
ing spirit of their country. They huvethe con- 
solation that, most whom the world calls wise 
and good and g7-£at y are on their side. 

Let me add, that the death of our beloved 
President Storrs was worthy of his life. He 
felt beneath him the everlasting rock ; he held 
with a firm grasp the hund that is c mighty fo 
save.' The following fact communicated by- 
his brother, at whose house lie died, to Pres. 
Green of the Oneida Institute, formerly his fel- 
low laborer at Hudson, is highly characteristic. 

"His attachment to. tho cause of human rights was 
touehingly illustrated near the closing hour. 1 Tho 
last effort ho made to use a pen wao to sign his name 
to Iho list of principles on emancipation drawn up by 
tho Rev. MivFlielpff of Boston- Ho traced tho let* 
ters of tho name of "Charles," but finding tlant ho hud 

transposed alettcr, he calmly laid down tho pen and 
requested his brother to write for him, "Those prin- 
ciples* ho added "are eternal trutfts and cannot be sha~ 
Jcciu I wish to give them my testimvnvJ* While ho 
lived, whether in hit* mind or out, he gecmed to hava 
been absorbed by tho great things t which so much mo- 
ved his noblo eoul while at Hudson. His associates 
in tho cause of human rights retained' thoir hold on 
his heart to the last; and tho namo of one of thorn 
was the last human name that 'felt from his faultering 
;iip^ 5 ' 

[ May the Lord raise up an abler pen than ifflne 
to record his worth, anda thousand friends of the 



purpose for which it way professedly founded. — 
He stood for the right of free discussion and 
shouldered the responsibility. The result was, 
1hM the students at length entered into his views 
with remarkable unanimity, and such a serenity 
-waB restored <o the- College atmosphere as is 
wonito succeed a "conflict of Iho elements. This 
doubtless served to check the tendency of the 
Board- to resort to the "gag law*' against a 
cause -which was too'strong for thebv fn the 



THE PROGRESS OP DUPLICITY. 

The fundamental mistake of flic Colonization SoCi- 
eljym rcgaid to its mora) influence upon slavery, ivas 
yielding to ^ la vo- holders the righffulricBtf-of" thoir 
tenure, while it pretended to Hold out the cnlypracti- 
Iruhltt 'acliorpo of nholitian. At tho South itrecom* 
imdidccl ilfi {'Ino, n& boihg' tho best adapted -to, give, 
■Br!curitv tothf 1 muster, wiiH* in no irny did.it interfere 
{with h)9 right, -or even- "with hip rucjomcE. At the 
> Jforlh it gave out»'tfcat it wa» opposed to s'averv, and 
iwduld work tho jaiitiror*;tnovdl of the system. \ lt Wflfl 



field of nrglllflCDl. The law ivhich-thcy .COTl-j jthc necessity c£;Jtcttvhig both fiie North and tho 

ternplalcd, would 5mvc made th* College tea-j [South fyto a unity ofiefiort, that c^mpelkii Mr, <1tir- 
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Icy to perpetrate a moat flagrant forgery upon Mr. 
Clarkson's Letter* Tho Northern interest of the 
Colonization Society required that tlio venerable 
Clark soil should he represented as its friend; the 
Southern, that ho should say nothingdirect or serious 
about emancipation. Tho two objects were secured 
by what Mr. G. would probably call a capital rase de 
gucrre f but which an honest man Would call a/vr£*ry. 
Ho substituted for the first thrco or four sentences of 
Mr* Clarkson's letter, in which that philanthropist 
said that ho considered tho objects of tho Society to 
bo First to assist in emancipating alt the staves of the 

United Sta'es, &a Second, to benefit Africa, his own 
language, in which nothing at all is paid about eman- 
cipation. 

I do not cite this to show that Mr. Gurlcy is ape- 
culiarly dishonest man, lam afraid his act is approved 
by too many, but to show that when a man begins by 
compromising eternal truths to gain any ends, hois 
driven forward from duplicity to falsehood. 

The truth of this remark will bo obvious to those 
acquainted with certain facts referred to by Mr: 
Gurlcy, in thfl> October number of tho African Re- 
pository. 

Ho says that tho Western Heserve College has 
been extensively represented at the South as being a 
nursery for educating Abolitionists, and as being un- 
der tho patron ago and control of one or more of their 
loaders. 11 Wo have taken pains," ho continues, "to 
investigate tho facts connected with this accusation, 
and are enabled to state them, from an authentic 

_ _ M 

source, as follows 



"When tho Faculty were chosen, the Abolition 
question was not agitated in reference to their appoint- 
ment, and three out of tho four, including the presi- 
dent, an able and popular instructor, with some of the 
tutors, became the zealous advocates of Immediate 
Abolition, and used strenuous, and to a great extent, 
successful efforts to convert the students to their own 
creed. Tho Trustees, who had not supposed that 
"these gentlemen' would pervert their connexion with 
tho College tn tho purpose of introducing that distract- 
ing question within its walls, on finding Uio error of 
this reasonable calculation, first adopted such mild 
measures as, it was supposed^ would octcr them from 
fping further out of tho line of their academical voca- 
ttpn ; but finding such meatuses to bo ineffectual, in- 
timated to them that their voluntary retirement from 
office, would proventa painful rcsorl on tho part of 
the Board, to a harsher alternative. Two of them, 
availing themselves of the suggestion, resigned; the 
third, tho Rev. Charles B. Storrs, the President ot the 
College, was then absent on account of ill health, and 
has since died, greatly regretted by all his friends ; and 
Mr, Nutting, tho only remaining member of the Facul- 
ty, was understood to have regarded with great pain 
the course of his Colleagues on the subject under 
"iew. 

\. " Tho project of converting the College into a Sem- 
inal*. f° r educating Abolition Missionaries, who 
fill (m? d spread their creed over tho country without re* 
gard to public safety or constitutional duty, has thus 
' Dcei resisted, and wo trust effectually, by tho firm- 
pew of thoTniBtees, 



So it sacms from Mr. Gurley'ss'ory, that the oppe* 
sors of Abolition and friends of Colonization, not be* 
ing able to meet the instructor of the college in fair 
argument, have been compelled to resort to cbaracter- 
istic u wt£«stir«" to put dovrn discussion! Loth as I 
am to deprive Mr. Gurley of his delightful reflections 
over this piece of Colonization*!! tolerance, I am obli- 
ged to say that much of his tale is false, in point of 
fact, and the whole is adapted to give an erroneous 
impression. Tho trustees, so far from adopting any 
measures to deter tho instructors 11 from going farther 
out of the line of their academical vocation" did not ex- 
press an opinion that they had goneoi4al Tboy 
never intimated to any instructor, to my knowledge, 
that his "voluntary retirement from office, would pre- 
vent a painful resort ou the part of tho Board, to a 
harsher alternative.*' Certainly no one ever availed 
himself of any such "suggestion." That individual 
members of the Board urged such action is certainly 
true; but, tho two resignations wero no moro tho re* 
suit of their movements, than was tho death of tho 
excellent President Indeed, Mr. Gorleyand his cause 
have c^uito as much reason to triumph over tho latter 
event as the former, inasmuch, as, whilo tho President 
is removed to a placu where Colonisation is never dis- 
cussed, Uio other instructors left their places, volunta- 
rily, that they might do more to raise up "Abomtiom 
Missiokambs/ 1 here at home! Granting that all these 
removals were the results of Mr. Gurloy's supposed 
"jinrinessof the Trustees^* itrcems no more likely to 
check tho hated heresy than did the persecution 
that arose about' Stephen', to smother the gospel. — 

The "leaders" have left thatcollego pretty thoroughly 
converted, thanks to the captive's God ; and they are 
now sowing the same seed elsewhere. Why should 
Mr. Gurley, in his characteristic manner, attempt to 
deceive the South onthiy subject too? Will Northern 
abolitionism bo less exasperating to the' South if hid 
till it bursts upon them in full maturity? 

Tho Southern readers of tho African Repository 
ought to know that & majority of the Trustees of the 
V/. R. college would havo taken the attitude which 
Mr. Gurley has attributed to them, if they bad dono 
it at all, only on tho ground that the views of tho Fac- 
ulty were unpopxdar f and their inculcation upon tho 
students would deprive (he college of fwids and pal* 
rm\agc* This appears from tho fact that one of the 
Trustees presented a constitution at tho Anti-Slavery 
convention, which, in his own language, Vandinj on 
tho samo page in the African Repository, conce- 
ded " every material point to the Jlbaittionisls and 
tho Trustees, except one thorough Anti-Slavery man, 
went in alt end an cd to vole for it. The conclusion is 
irresistible, that Abolition is too deeply rooted there to 
he eradicated without tearing up the foundation of tho 
college. ' " " 

I am btfppy to be able, on the best authority, to' as- 
sure those whom tho African Repository takes such 

pains to deceive, that there is hardly a college North 
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cf tho dividiu^ rivers, which doca not contain arrow- 
ing bind, who have rcsoWcd^ before the God of Ju*- 
lice, never to make trtfee with their country's giant 
sin, TihUc Ho gitea them & hand to grasp the pen, a: 
breath enough to plead for human woe* 

Elizcr V/'n!GHT 1 Jn- 



HOW LAW PROTECTS LIBERTY IN 

GEOIlGrA I 
The following narrative if from tho pen of a highly 
reap oc table and philanthrope gentleman, now a citi- 
zen of Connecticut, who resided hotlvt years in Gear* 
gio, beta id Q thoroughly ftcrjuuintcd with Slavery ai it 
had good reason from hw own sufferings to know 
that justice and truth do not End n home under the 
By stem j and on his return to tho north generously 
kroujhttht subject of tins natfative along with him. 

I need not Bay he is on abolitionist who now puta no 
confidence in the scheme ol Colonization. Ec relates 
the*© facta to show that the free Mack at the South 

II is ltoblo to he defrauded and deceived a thrjucand 

ways — often out of liberty and oil." 

An eminently porsevcrin^ and pious woman, in the 
meridian of life, thought, if she could birehcrscHTrOGi 
her owner, she mi^ht manage to save & tithe of her 
daily earnings until, in time, it would amount to the 
price of her freedom. , Animated by this hope, through 
all her days of foii, like the Hebrew Mother, '* With 
invocation* to the living God, bW twisted every slen- 
der rood together and with a prayer did every oiier 
WEavc"— £on<r, and late, and faithfully did aheetnig" 
£ta Before thirteen years wero numbered, hid 
paid 9600 into U'-u hands oTher master, the price of her 
liberty; and fa/ a time, vainly thought her servitude 
Man fcnd* For a time, her joy was too g*eat for utl^r- 
■ance/ None but n slav^ftnou-a-the LrjghtMs of 
.that morning which first dawn* upan the liberated cap- 
tive. Somewhat akin to the Joyous effluence of the 
soul's renovation.it inspired in her an unlimited bene- 
volence tow %rds ner species. Frtr> hexprif, she resolv- 
ed at onco, to attempt the ransom of her husband. — 
This, too, she accomplished in about Tour years there- 
utter. But, strange to cay, this sumo husband, cor- 
rupted bjr tho temptations of avarice, an J tho intiijjjcs 
ofo despicable Ne^ro^drivcr, finally sold again, into 
jlavory, tho wife of his bosom I She, whose toil end 
loara fuul redeemed him from the house of bondage, — 
Most true it ift, that no suck sata is icco^mwdwo nt 
Law. — Bul^thttn, what has Law, or justice to do with 
* poor woman, dcgiitulo of friends, anywtun? As 

between lie negro driver and his cstUo, :t has long 
since winked its«lf blind. Suffice it to say, for poor 
Katharine, thero was now no alternative but to work, 
out her captivity a second time ! A gentleman— *nc 
of the "white savages oftfio North," ay we arc "called, 
—alike distinguished for his private virtues and hu- 
manity, ffcncrausly undertook to befriend her. He 
became responsible tu her pretended mister for her 
yeaily hire, until ah.* had regained over and i»bove 
these required wage*, a sum sufficient to purchase a 
quit-claim cf her person* Hapo, once more darted an 
evanescent beam upon the wom-out— heart -broken 
captive. But this humane gentleman,— I speak of Mn 
Chauncy Ro^Iuteof Fanrungton, of this state, if> 
turiied to lis native country, and the poor woman 
*gain fell among thieves, Fictitiouu claims were set 
trpa^atnstberfpnner ownen* t for which she was vio- 



lently apprehended, and threatened being told *ga»n, 
if aho Jul not pay the debt. Sho paid it; and was 
seized again under a similar pretence- Her cup wsb 
now full t " There was no flesh in man's obdurate 
heart and she wearied Heaven with her cries* At 
this crisis, another gentleman, not quite callous to the 
■obligations of hunumiy, instituted a thorough invcstU 
potion into the merits of the case, — found, of a truth, 
flint the history oCher wrongs wa$ as I have narrated 
'hem^ and being on the ^ v c of visiling ilie North with 
his family, conveyed her thence, to this asylum of li- 
berty, where shois now bath contented and happy. 



SLAVE THADE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The following anecdotes are from the testi- 
monies* of two Wcfileyan Missionaries Rev* 
Messrs. Gilgrass mid Pennock. The facts oc- 
curred in the West Indies. Cut how many 
such scenes occur, think we, in free America, 
where 6,000 slaves ure driven to market yearly 
from n single Mate— where children are giddfor 
gambling debts — where pious men and women 
ore flogged for praying— where it is mnden 
crime to teach a slave lo read the Binle — and 
where, among all our pious divines, there is not 
one in a hundred who dares to pre<tch against 
the sin — 1 might say, who does not apologize 
for it! Let it be remembered that the internal 
stave tradr is now going on iu our country, 
with a tremendously increased activity. The 
cholera, which has emancipated multitude* 
from their earthly captivity, at the extreme 
South, has created a demand tvhich UasJucrea- 
sed the price of slaves 30 or 40 percent, in Vir- 
ginia. We have been informed within a few 
days, by ti gentleman "who had visited lhera> 
that the jails of tho District or Columbia and 
Ualtimore, are crowded with sluves. In the 
loiter place, out of HO confined in one- jail, 70 
were slaves confined Tor safe keeping till they 
should be safe in the hands of the matt trader! 

Does not the cry of this oppression enter into 
the ears of a God of justice? 

* ( A master of slaves, who lived near iu in Kings 
ton, Jamaica^ exercised his b whan tics on a. Sabbath 
morning, while wo were worshipping God in tho 
chapel, and tho erica of the fomato sufferers h*vo fre- 
quently interrupted ub in our devotions. But there 
was no redress for them vc for us. This man wanted 
money; and ono ol tho female slav^ having lwi> 
line children ho sold one of them, and the chikt was 
torn from her maternal affection* In the a^onyof 
hot feelings she made a hideous howling, and lor that 
crime was flogged. Soon after he sold her other 
child, Thii 'turned her heart within her, 1 and com. 
pelted her into a kind of madness. She howled night 
and day in the yard, tore her hair, ran up and dbVn 
tbft streets and tho parade, rcndim; the heaven* -Wib 
her cries, and literally watering the .earth with ier 
tears. Her constant cry was, 'Daicickrd Mutta+he 
icltmt chitdrtiu TViJI no bxttkra Masstt pity fifgaT 
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What me do ? Jtfe A*re no child* As she stood before 
my window, she said, *J\Iy J!/o«fi/ lifting up her hands 
towards heaven, i do f me Jllassa Minister, pity me? 
Jilc heart do so;* (dlmVirjj herself violently.) 4 mc heart 
do so* hecattse vie have no child; me go a JOassa house, 
in JJassa yanl, and in me hut, and utcnosec em;* and 
then her cry went up to God. I durst not be seen 
looking at ncr." ■ 

"A few year? ago it was enacted that it should not 
be iC£ol to transport once established slaves fiorn one 
island to another; and a gentleman owner finding it 
advisablo to do so before tho act came in force, the 
removal of a great part of bis fit* stock was the con- 
sequence. He had n female slave, highly ialiu*ble t 
to mm, (mid not the lets so for being the mother of t 



Hint * = ihey cannot sell by less quantity lhan a gallon 
on penalty of £30, &c n They proceed lo state also, 
that there arc no "grogshops," and but two drunk- 
ards in the colony ; that " there are comparatively Hi- 
ll e ardent spirits^diank in the colony- Jt Uraihtr a 
placcof deposit, xohtrt it is httdxmtU it is disposed of in 
[trade ta the natives and others." So wo supposed. 
Tho witnesses, then, if we understand them, do not 
deny that " MOG barrels'* have been "disposed of in 
trade to the natives and others ™s but that so much baa 
been retailed to the Colonists* Else, why do they »ay 
any thing about the ** three stores that retail/* the w no 

I " two drunkards"? No abolitionist 



tight or nine children,) whose husband was th*prop-l £™S ? 1>°PV a " ti 
crty of another residen*. on the island, where I hap-j that we know of, has accused the Colonists of rttatt* 

ponctf to beat Uie time. Tlieir masters not agreeing i n g or drinking hut simply of selling^ or if they please, 

on asale^BepararJoaonsucd.&ndl went to the beach, disposing of in trade to the natives and ethers, 14 
to be an oye-ivitncss of their behaviour in the greatest 
pang of all* One by one tho man kissed his chil- 
dren, with the firmness of a hero, and blessing them, 
pvvc his last words, — (oh! will it be believed, and 
have no influence upon our veneration for the negro?) 
** Farewell, be honest and obedient to yoitr master /" — 
At length be had to lako leave of his wife ; there he 
stood, (I have him in my mind** eye at this moment,) 
five or six yards from the mother of his children, una- 
ble to move, speak, or do any thing but £&7-c, and 
stilt to gazo on the object of his ion^ affection, soon 
to cross the blue wave for ever from his aching right, 
Tho fire or his eyes, alone gave indication of the pas- 
sion within, until, after some minutes, standing thus, 
he fell senseless on the sand, as if suddenly si ruck 
dowa by the hand of <lhe Almighty; nature could do 
no more; the bfood gushed from bis nostrils and 
mouth, as if rushing from the terrors of the conflict 
withjnf and amid the confusion occasioned by the 
circumstance the vessel bor« ofThis family forever j 
from the island 1 After some days he recovered afld 
come to iidvicc of tne! What could jui En^li 



ishman 

do in such a cslsuJ? I felt tho blood boiling within me, 
but I conquered ; I hroiv-bcat my own manhood, and 
"avc him the humblest advice I could ntlbrd." 



HUM AND GUNPOWDER, vu. HEATHENISM 
AND THE SLAVE TBADKM 

An article in tho Commercial Advertiser of Nov. 
21» professes to contradict Iho statement that 1400 
barrels of Rvn have been scld in the colony of Libe- 
ria in one year ; and to '* put down by clear and unde- 
niable prooP T the charge that the Colonization Society 
facilitates the Strtrc traded This "undeniable proof is 
contained in an examination of Messrs. Williams & 
Roberts, byacommittccoftheN. iT.City Colonisation 
Society. Itbcai5date,Sept. 17, 1833. Consideringthc 
great exultation with which it is brought forward by 
tho Editor of the Commercial, it is difficult to assign 
any reason why it should have been kept from the 
public so long, except to save the witnesses the trouble 
of a cross examination. 

In tho absence of the witnesses, let us sec how their 
testimony contradicts tho story of the " 1400 barrels! 1 

They ?ay, 11 it is not true that there ban been any 
thing tike 1400 barrels of ardent epirit sold there in any 
one year-" And this statement they fortify by say- 
ing that there are only " three store* that retail/' and 



barrels of iZuin, besides other ardent spirits, in one 
yean Saying nothing of the morale of the Colonists, 
we have regarded this as injurious lo the natives, and 
nothing less than a facility to the stave traders. 

But, if this exquisite piece of cmbiguity is to be 
considered a contradiction of the '* Itu^ Story/* let us 
look farther. We have no disposition lo magnify this 
mischief. We arc ready tolcavcitin the light ortho- 
following evidence. From three or four numbers of 
the Liberia Herald, the only ones that havo ever 
fallen into our hands, wc c-Ttract tho following ad- 
vertisements, almost the only ones contained In those 
papers. 

No- 1- From iho Lib* Herald, of March 22, 183& 

" C. M, Waring & P. Tati-or, 
Offer forSalo the ear^.. - f the schooner OIivc^ 
from Liverpool — 

500 Kegs Powder 
500 Mustcefs 
150 Cutlassc* 
10 Bass of Shot 
10 Puncheons of Rum 
2 do Brandy 
20 Casks Pule Ala 
10 do Brown Siout 
&a &c » 

No, 2, From the Lib. ricrald, Sept. 7, IS32. 
'* C. M. Wariko, oflvrs for sale, the cargo of the 
schr. Olive, of Liverpool/' 

Amopg other thing* are, 
"50 dozen black handle spear pointed Knives 
10000 best Musket Flints 
3M bunches dark straw Beads 
223 pounds black pound do. 
245 do . white do do. 
HOG gallons Hum 

250 Uc*js Powder 
140 MuakctF," 

The accuunta of the commcrciid activity of Liberia, 

as well as 1 he addition of the 4 ' Sptar pointed htfoes t {£ej* 

forbid the supposition that this was the remainder of 

the former *' cargo.'* 

" Ho also oflers for sale, the cargo of tho schooner 
Hilarity, of Philadelphia, consisting ol* 

I^ork, Mackerel, Whiskey, Haras, &c- 
f No. a. From the Lib. Herald, of May 20, JB33. 

**F« Devant offers forrBoIoat his Stonu Warehouse, 
on Water-street, the following goo dp, landed from on 
board the schooner Edgar, ofticw-YorkyvIx: 



SHHdt. of Tobacco, 23 puncheons Ram ; casks of 
pint and half pint Decanters, &c boxes of Beads, 
nhite handle jpear pointed Knives t &c United States 
Muskets^ Guns, bras* Bland erbuaacs, See &c." 

.The reader will be able to form some opinions from 
those notices, as to the ^probability of 1400 barrels " of 
ardent spirits" being '* disposed of in trade" in one 
jeftr t by the Colonists 

But we have evidence of a still more painful char- 
acter. A gentleman,* well known in this city, who 
has been for several years established as a merchant 
in laberio, was in Boston summer before last, and 
there made replies as follows, to questions put to him 

■ by Mr- losbtia Coffin, a member of the New England 
Anti Slavery Society. 

^ Question. — How many of die Colonists obtain their 
wholo support by agriculture 7 
•jruiPf r. — Not one. 

Quaturn. — What then do they do for a living:? 

•tfrmorr.— Those who are able are engaged intra.de, 
those who are not able work as laborers in loading 
and unloading ships, as porters, &c* 

QufjHon.— Bow do your people like the Coloniza- 
tion Society 7 

Jlaaiocr*— Wc have a strong Anti-Colonization par- 
ty in Dbcria. 

Qutstion. — How much RUM is sold in Liberia in 
a year? 

Aniwer. — ABOUT 400 TUNS. [Wo know of 
no measure which could make this less than 3000 bis. 
There can be no question that it far exceeds 1400, as 
was erroneously stated. It will be remarked that thig 
is RUM, erclusive of brandy, gin, whiskey, &cj 

Question, — Who sells the most Rum next to the 
firm of Russwurm &. Co ? 

Answer. — The Rev. Colston M. Waring. 

Question.—, What do your laborers do for a living 
when no ships are in 7 

*fl/iaio£i>— They live on its, either by begging or 
atetrting* [This accounts for SherifrRoberts'" pelty 
thefts," 



* J, RtDailey. We dfcclu&o his name, since his slato- 
tncDt in regatd loth© now wan denied by R, tf, Finley, 
Esq. in tho recent debate in Philadelphia. 



(From the I-tbfnilor.] 
TO THE MEMORY OP CHARLES P. STORRS, 

Late President of TV estem Reserve College. 

DV JO Iff* OHEtNLEAr WUITTIER. 

* He fell a martyr to (lie interests ofhis colored breth- 
ren; For many months did that mighty man of God 
apply his discriminating and gigantic mind to the 
subject of Slavery and its Remedy: and, when Ins 
soul could no longer contain Ins holy indignation 
against the upholders and apologists of this unright- 
oue system, ho gave vent to his nclung heart, and 
poured forth Ids clear thoughts and holy feelings in 
such deep and soul-entrancing eloquence, that other 
jioen^ whom he wouM fain in his humble modesty ac- 
knowledge his superiors, sat at his feet and looked up! 
as children to a parent' — Correspondent of the ' Libera- 
tor^ ISthof llth Mo. 1633. 

* Thou hast fallen in thins armor--* 

Thou martyr of the Lord !— 
Willi thy last breath crying— 'Onward 1 ! 

And thy hand upon the sward, 
Tho haughty heart deridetb, 

And the sinful lip reviles, 



But the blsssUg of I ho perishing 
Around thy pillow stsilcs ! 

When to our cup of trembling 

This added drop is given— 
And tho lonp-suap ended thunder 

Falls terribly from Heaven^— 

When anew and fearful freedom 

Is proffered of tho Lord 
To tho alow-consuming famine— 

The Pestilence and Sword !— 

When the refuges of Falsehood 

Shall be swept sway in wrath, 
And the Temple shall bo shaken 

With iu idol to the earth,— 
Shail not thy word* of xvaroing 

Be all rcmembeied then?— 
And thy now unheeded message 

Burn in the hearts of men ?— 

Oppression's hand may scatter 

lis nettles on thy tumb, 
Arid even Christian bosoms 

Deny thy memory room— 
For lying Hps shall toriuro 

Thy mercy into crime, 
And the jtandercr shall flourish 

As the bay-tres for a timo- 

Bit, where the South-wind lingers 

On Carolina's nines— 
Or, falls the careless sunbeam 

Down Georgians golden mines— 
Where now beneath his burthen 

Tho toiling slave is driven,— 
Where now a tyrant's mockery 

Is offered unto Heaven,— 

Where Mammon hath ita altars 

Wet o'er with human blood, 
And Pride and Lust debases 

The workmanship ofGod— 
There shall thy praise bo spoken, 

Redeemed from falsehood's ban, 
When the fetters shall bo broken, 

And thcfhruiphaHbo a man? 

Joy lo thy wpirit brother!— 

A thousand hearts are warm— 
A thousand kindred bosoms 

Are baring to the storm. 
What though red-handed Violence 

With secret Fraud comt>>o, 
Tho wall offiro is round us— 

Cur Present Help wan thine! 

Lo— the waking up of nations. 

From Slavery's fatal *lecp— 
The murmur of a universe— 

Deep catling unto deep!— 
Joy lo thy spirit, brother!— 

On every wind of Heaven 
Tho onward cheer and summons 

Of Freedom's sou 1* is given! 

Glory toGod forever ! — 

Beyond the despot's will 
Tho soul of Freedom liveth 

Imperishable still, 
The words allien thou hast uttered 

Are of that soul a part, 
And tho good seed thou bast scattered 

is springing from the heart. 

In tho evil days before us, 

And thq trials yet to coma— 
In tho shadow of the prison, 

Or tho cjtiet martyrdom— 
W#. will think of thee, O, Brother! 

And thy sainted namo shall bo 
In tho blotsing of the captive, 

In the anthem of tho free. 
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A SKETCH OF THE tAWS HSLATUtfG TO ! 

SLAVERY 

JN THE SEVERAL STATES OF THE UNITED STATES 01" AMERICA. 

HY GEOIIGK M* STHOtt). 

TJr 1 Editor ol the Anti-Slavery ISeporier confident that he :annotdo a betier "work for 
two millions of oppressed fellow men, than to advertise- Srjtoi'i>*s Sketch uf the laws, by 
which, in this enlightened republic, they are held m bondage. The fart that such a boot hru 
existed ^ince IS27 without exciting notice enough to exhaust (he first Pinal 1 edition, is proof of 
the cruel apathy which pervade^ e\Lry part of this nation in regard to the wron^ of the slave. 
We are here presented with a faifi and well digested view of that system of legislation which 
has made, and still makes bruics of one sixth part of our country's population. The writer adds 
the iciunco of a jurist to the feeling* of a man- He shows Slavgky, not in the /orrh tight of 
particular anecdotes, nor in the moonlight of poetry and declamation, but in the broad juyucujt 
of sober atulHtvK piled one upon another, and < opiously illustrated by rt parti d ciutrs — the prao 
tice uf the courts. We hope the present interest in behalf of the blavn, will at once exhaust 
i lie ediiiou on hand, and induce the able autlmr to put forth a new one, bringing ( ,the .subject 
down fo the present date— that an outraged community may see, what is the appalling farf ? 
that ercry year since the okclueation of ixm:ri:\ru:.\ci: fjas given a turn to the crushing *cr C w 
of this oppression ! We cannot better recommend the work than by giving an extract from the 
preface, and the table of Contents entire, 

' Of the actual condition of the slaves, this sketch does not profess to treat. In representative 
republics, however, like those of the United State*, where the popular voice so greatly influen- 
ces all political concerns, where the members of the legislative departments are dependant fur 
their places upon annuut elections, the laws may he safely regarded as constituting a faithful ex- 
pression of the sentiments of the people, and as furnishing, therefore, strong evidence of the prac- 
tical enjoyments and privations of those whom they are designed to govern. To tiie condition of 
the naxxire members of the community, such as slaves, this latter deduction is. emphatically, ap- 
plicable. I speak of the ea*c of -slaves general ft/. Their condition will, nu doubt, in a great de- 
gree, take its complexion from the peculiar disposition of their respective masters;— a considera- 
tion which operates as much against a*> in Jhrttr of the slave: for it cannot be denied, that 
there are ninny persons but little controlled by feelings of humanity, and le>s restrained by the 
precepts of religion, many who, "fcelinir power, forget riirht.'I 

The above work" will be kept for sale at No. 13IJ Na-^au-st, Price fillets, per copy. Also, 
Mrs. Cmurs Aitkal in i\\voh or timt cj.^s a or Amchicans called AFlflCANS. l'riee, 73 
cents per copy. Also, Hankin^ Lirmats' on .Slavithy, PriceSS cents per copy. And a variety of 
Anti Slavery pamphlets, tracts, and periodicals,— [&cc the contents inside* \ 
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THE SHIELDS OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

"**TIv fior»ti.3pieee is designed to show fairly, and in tile language of the Colonization Society itself, the du- 
'plicity o* that .celf-styleci bcnevolent^institutipii, both Ijj regard to Us gwn character and that of the free peo- 
ple of color. No. 1. exhibits^© vie\Vsbf il&auikcnlic documents in i-cgard* to slavery, and in this respect 
it may jbe considered as shielding the abominations of that atrocious system. The -whip, the chain % and tho 
hammc)\ lurk behind its broad tarqet, and we can see but the lirst and last letters of the cruel sentences, 
"Negroes* for sale at public auction/' and "-S.100 Reward." No. 2. is a fair exhibition of its doctrines rela- 
tive to our colored population \. ho have escaped from ilio cruelties of slavery. If there is not an effectual 
hiding here pf tile following noble maxims, it is not the fault of the shield. "Am I not a man and a 
^brother?"; :"Fi(it justitia ruat caelum." " Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even 
so £0"th"£p}/i a AH men are created free and equal." 

Separate prints, on superior paper, may be had at the Anti-Slavery office, No. ISO Nassau-street, Price 
12 1-2 cents. 



Beauties of Slavery, by a?i eye-witness. 

" Suppose the master a professor of religion, and prays in his family. After labor- 
ing during the day, the .slave comes home and throws himself down to rest. He was 
called out, it may he, pretty early — has labored under the eye of a watchful master or 
overseer — has been found fault with as to his manner of doing his work, or his not 
doing it faster — has been scolded and threatened, or perhaps whipped — has made his 
meal, it may be, in the field, and on provisions much inferior to what he knows his 
master and family enjoy. His labors for the day are, however, closed. Presently he 
hears the horn blow or the bell ring for prayers. What now are the thoughts which 
would most likely pass through the mind of a slave of no decided religious feelings ? 
Ah, the white folks are going to be religious now ; master is going to pray. He takes 
his ease all day and makes us poor negroes do his work, lie is always finding fa ah, 
and scolding and whipping us. I don't think his prayers will do much good — 1 won't 
go to prayers." — Paxtoj*. 



" Occasionally, the husband and wife belong to the same person, and live together ; 
much more frequently, however, they belong to different owners, and see each other 
more or less frequently, according to their distance apart, and the time allowed them 
for that purpose. Their marriages are not recognized or protected by law. The rea- 
son no doubt is, that this might interfere with the right of property in the master. If 
the law protected the marriages, it might at times prevent sales and transfers of slave 
property \' n — Paxton. 

,{ The condition of female slaves is such, that promises and tbreatenings and manage- 
ment, can hardly fail to conquer them. They are entirely dependent upon their mas- 
ters. That the vice prevails to a most shameful extent is proved by the rapid increase 
of mulattos. Oh ! how many have tallen before this temptation: so many, that it has 
almost ceased to be a shame to foil." — Paxton, 

' ^ * . \ \ The jiissiouary luflnenie of Colonies. 

1 1 [EXTRACTED FROM ASIIMUn's HISTORY OF LIBERIA.] 

" A few musketeers, with E. Johnson at their head, by passing round upon tho 
enemy's flank, served to increase the consternation which was beginning to pervade 
their unwieidly body. In about twenty minutes after the settlers had taken their stand, 
the front of the enemy began to recoil. Hut from the numerous obstructions in their 
rear, the entire absence of discipline, and the extreme difficulty of giving a reversed , 
motion to so large a body, a small pari only of which was directly exposed to danger, 
and the delay occasioned by the practice of carrying cif all their dead and wounded, 
rendered a retreat for some minutes longer, impossible. The very violence employed 
bv those in the front, in their impatience to hasten it, by increasing the confusion, pro- 
duced an effect opposite to thnt intended. The Americans, perceiving their advantage, 
r>ow regained possession of she western po^ ; and instantly brought the long nine to 



rake the whole line of the enemy. Imagination can scarcely figure to itself a "throng" 
of human beings in a more capital state of exposure to the destructive power of the 
machinery of modern warfare! Eight hundred men were here pressed shoulder to 
shoulder, in so compact a form, that a child might easily walk upon their heads from 
one end of the mass to the other, presenting in their rear a breadth of rank equal to 
twenty or thirty men, and all exposed to a gun of great power, raised on a platform, at 
only thirty to sixty yards distance ! Every shot liter ally spent its force in a solid ??iass 
of living human flesh! Their fire suddenly terminated. A savage yell was raised, 
which filled the dismal forest with a momentary horror. It gradually died away; and 
the whole host disappeared. At 8 o'clock, the well-known signal oi' their dispersion 
and return to their homes was sounded, and many small parties seen at a distance, di- 
rectly afterward, moving off in different directions. One large canoe, employed in car- 
rying a party across the mouth of the Montserado. venturing within the range of the 
long gun, was struck by a shot, and several men killed.' 3 

And is such a colony to convert the king of Dahomey? whose palace is paved with 
skulls, and whose wine cups are the heads of his enemies slain in battle ? 



The Colonization Society boasts of having liberated a thousand slaves. Hear what 

the slave-holders say. 

" Occasionally, an individual whose conscience had been alarmed by the homilies of 
fanatics against the abominable sin of holding their fellow-men in the bonds in which 
the divine Founder of their religion found and left them without even an observation, 
will direct by his last will and testament that his slaves shall be sent to Liberia; but this 
cannot be supposed likely to have any sensible effect in diminishing the relative num- 
bers of the whole body of the colored population." — Southern Revietv. 



Blowi?ig both hot and cold ! 

" But is it not certain, that should the people of the Southern states refuse to adopt 
the opinions of the Colonization Society, and continue to consider it both just and poli- 
tic to leave untouched a system for the termination of w-hich we think the whole wis- 
dom and energy of the states should be put in requisition, that they will contribute more 
effectually to the countenance and strength of this system, by removing* those now free 
than by any or all other methods which can possibly be devised? such has been the 
opinion expressed by Southern gentlemen of the first talent and distinction. Eminent 
individuals have, we doubt not, lent their aid to this cause in expectation of at once ac- 
complishing a generous and noble work for the objects of their patronage and for 
Africa, and guarding that system, the existence of which, though unfortunate, they 
deem necessary, by separating from it those whose disturbing force augments its inhe- 
rent vices, and darkens all the repulsive attributes of its character. In the decision of 
these individuals, as to the effects of the Colonization Society, we perceive no error of 
judgment Our belief is the same as theirs, &c. &c." 

Mr. Gar ley in the African Repository, vol J, p. 227. 



Choose ye this clay whom ye will serve. 



" No person held to service or labor in one Slate, under the laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shall, in consequence of any law therein, be discharged from such service 
or labor; but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or 
labor maybe due." — Constitution U. S. 



" Thou shalt NOT delivkk unto his master the servant that is escaped from, his 
master unto thee. He shall dwell with thee, even among you, in the place which he 
shall choose in one of thy gates where it liketh him best; thou shalt not oppress him." 
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AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 

Six numbers of a periodical with the title, Anti-Slavery Reporter, have been issued 

■ i 

during the last year gratuitously, and extensively circulated. This number commences 
a new series which will be published by the American Anti-Slavery Society, 
Though issued in February, it is dated, January, for the sake of conforming the volume 



to the year. 



during 



the work will make its appearance as near the first of each month as practicable. It 
will be filled with original essays, and authentic matters of fact, adapted to probe 
American Slavery to Ihe core. It will have nothing to do with Slavery " in the abstract." 
We are not at war with innocent imaginations but with wicked realities. May God 
grant us wisdom, energy, perseverance and courage enough to hold up, in its own mean- 
ness and cruelty, the system of American Slavery to the scorn and indignation of all 

For not till Slavery shall be made odious, as the consummation of theft 



honest men. 
and robbery t 



Wo 



with dead slaveholders, — we arc not their judges, — but to the living we must speak 
plainly. We feel for them as fellow men ; we are their best friends. But we must not 
apologize nor flatter. If they do not choose to enter the door of eternal infamy which 
is opening before them, let them have the magnanimity to be just. Let them cease to 
make merchandize of God's image, and to " fare sumptuously every day" upon the 
avails of unrecompensed toil ! We take for our motto the language of the prophet, as 
expressive both of the duty and the consequences of immediate emancipation : " If 
thou take away from the midst of thee the YOKE, the putting forth of the finger, and 
s*peaking vanity ; and if thou draw out thy soul to the hungr}*, and satisfy the afflicted 



iOUl; THEN SHALL TIIY LIGHT RISE IN OBSCURITY, AND THY DAR&NJESS BE AS THE 



NOON DAY." 



For the terms of subscription see the last page 




gratuitous^ plta*c to read 
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REVIEW 



OF THE SPEECHES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE RECENT ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



Through the laudable zeal of the Editors of 
the N- Y, Evangelist and the N. Y. Observer, 
the public has been favored with very full re- 
ports of the late Colonization Anniversary at 

We are not aware that these 



Washington. 



is "bankrupt'" in funds, but because this bank- 
ruptcy was produced by a bankruptcy of moral 
principle. We speak of the society as it ap- 
pears between the covers of its authorized pub- 
lications. Its present calamity is the fruit of a 



reports disagree as to any important fact or ex- ; system of concealment a time-serving "expe- 



preasion. In the following pages, except when 
the reader is otherwise nol ified, we quote from 
the Evangelist, for brevity's sake. We earn- 
estly commend this expose to all who prefer 
light to darkness 5 and are conscientiously desi- 
rous to do their whole duty. 

In our opposition to the Colonization Society 
we have not been fighting against men, but 
against false principles and an injurious plan. 
There have been men connected with the Colo- 
nization enterprize whose memories are dear 
to all abolitionists. But we must sav, thev la- 
bored under a sad mistake. There are men 
connected with it st. ;n , whom we love and ad- 
mire, and upon whose co-operation with us, at 
no distant day, we repose all confidence. The 
disclosures which we are about to review will 
open their eyes. We know that our feelings 
are not those of triumph over a fallen enemy. 
We once ourselves sympathized in some of the 
hopes which are now suffering disappointment. 
But we should be inhuman to conceal our joy, 
that one great obstacle to the fieedom of the 
slave is likely soon to be removed — that, a mas- 
ter delusion which has blinded the community 
to the wrongs of their fellow men 16 just bidding 
adieu to things sublunary. 

As a scheme of benevolence the Colonization 
Society is dead* It may, however, replenish its 
overdrawn treasury — it may conduct a greater 
business of transportation than ever— but still it 
is dead. It will never regain the confidence 
of those who really seek the freedom of the 
slave. Why 1 Not simply because the society 



dieney," an assumption, more dishonest than 
uncommon, that the end sanctifies the means 



'A. 



! entire colored population or anv considerable part 
it. In fact, their plan if?, to disclaim any action 



* We are aware that some-of the ablest friends of 
the society at the North cling to it in the hope, that 
by a reform, it \vM get out of the way cf the Anti- 
Slavery Society and give up the scheme of removing 
the 
of 

whatsoever in regard to slavery, (o cease to send 
emigrants, end confine their labors to the moral and 
physical improvement of the colony. This is all as 
it should be. We lay down our arms [pens] the mo- 
ment it is accomplished but can it be accomplished 1 
Does Mr. Gcrritt Smith's giving up hie resolution to 
amend the Constitution in an important respect, "for 
the sake of harmony" look like it? We do not be- 
lieve the society wilf bear reforming. It has not the 

requisite moral stamina. It will die under the opera- 
tion. Let the truly benevolent colonizauonistf* form 
a new society for the physical rel'rf and moral im- 
provement of Liberia. At any rate, let them drop 
the odioua rtame of colonisation, when they drop the 
deed. 



To conciliate slaveholders, the right of property 
in slaves was ad nutted, and thus the society 
gave up forever the power of plain honest truth. 

in the execution of its plan it was necessary to 
make the public believe the colony prosperous 
and happy ; it was necessary to make the pub- 
lic believe, that after the emigrants were landed 
and seasoned, they could support themselves, 
&c. and under the strong temptation to produce 
this belief at any rate, the managers it seems 
have permitted their agents at the colony, year 
after year, to neglect making 1 any definite re- 
turns, in the shape of bills of mortality, accounts 
of expenditures, statistics of agriculture, &c. 
Vague statements have been received by the 
managers in regard to all these important in- 
terests, bearing always in favor of the < olo )y, 
and have bsen by them widely circulated. We 
charge this as a culpable negligence, upon the 
managers, and we call common- sense to wit- 
ness, whether men who were determined to be 
honest, and let consequences take care of them- 
selves, could continue to support agents who 
should thus neglect to make accurate returns. 
Is there not a strong ground to presume, first, 
that the agents at the colony had nothing to re- 
port which would bear detail ; and secondly, 
that the managers suspected this and connived 
at it] It seems to us cruel for the managers to 
blame the agents as being slack about returns 
they trained them up to this very habit by pub- 
lishing with great zest and exultation those 
" letters from the colony" which contained any 
thing but information. The public were delud- 
ed. They thought Liberia a paradise, or at any 



jrate quite enough so, for black people 



They 



I 



poured their money into the colonization treas- 
ury ; and urged the managers to prosecute their 
grand enterprize of removing the whole colored 
population. The consequence was, that, from 
the latter part of the year 1831 to the first of 
1883, 1198 emigrants had been despatched to 
jthe colony. And although the agents at the 
colony had found some difficulty in accommoda- 
ting this large accession, we find the following 
language in the Annual Report of 1833. 

"The managers are convinced that Liberia 1a 
now prepared to receive a much larger number ©f 
emigrants annually, than the means of the society 
lihave heretofore enabled it to colonize. They be* 



COLONIZATION dOCXBTY. 
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Hovo thcro is no reason to apprehend that the re- 
sources of the society will ever exceed the demands 
for aid from those anxious to emigrate, or the ca- 
pabilities of ike colony to afford accommodation and 
subsistence to those who may choose to make it their 
residence." 

Now observe how much "good men 9 may be 
mistaken. Since that time the society has co- 
lonized but about 257, it has received upwards 
of $37,000, and is found to be in debt $40,000 ! ! 
Even if we add, as Elliott Cresson suggests, to 
the expeditions of the past year the ship Her- 
cules of the preceding, we shall have but 437 
w ants, for whom, after deducting $10,000 
for 'other expenses, we shall have $60 apiece, 
more by $20 or $30 than the estimated expense 
of transporting and seasoning an emigrant. Here 
then is a debt for the support of the colony, 
accruing within less than two years, over and 
above the estimates, of more than $40,000. Mr. 
Gerritt Smith says the debt would have been 
less by $10,000 if the managers had sent out 
sufficient supplies. But did not the managers 
know, more than a year ago, that "the rice crop 
had failed" ? Did they not know that there was 
nothing like agriculture in the colony] Did 
they not know what sort of "materials" they 
had sent out to build up the colony 1 If they did 
not, it was not the fault of the abolitionists, nor 



Mechlin 



But did the extraor- 



* Extracts from Gov. Mechliris letters in the Af- 
rican Repository for Now 1831. 

" We have not yet adopted, to any extent* the ag- 
ricultural improvements of civilized countries, &c. 

* * ***** 

"The crops of last year did not succeed well, in 
consequence' of unusual drought : the rice suffered 
more from this cause than from any other; as we do 
not here, as in the southern states, plant it in low 
situations, which can be readily irriga ted ir oni adja- 
cent water -courses ; but, on the contrary, it may bo 
Been growing in the greatest luxuriance on the high- 
est grounds, depending solely for its prosperity on 
copious showers, which usually [not always] fall du- 
ring four or five months in the year. We are, how- 
ever, getting into the way of raising Indian corn, 
though not to an extent sufficient to rdy upon it as 
an article of subsistence. The corn of this countryjis 
of an inferior kind, and not near so productive as that 
•of the United States. * * * * 



dinary pressure of spontaneous emigrants c&rry 

iainager*j beyonH their pr?jk 
We'think not ; for after they were fully 
f their insolvency, they "got up" at* ex- 

ajs a lure to draw funds 



pedition confessedly 
from New- York. 



understand, 



manager 



"dishonest. We 





up as peculiarly M , . ,^ 

faults only as illustrating the temi^m0'\^^^ 
scheme. That schenae, we PSS&end no% 




and best men of 6m i ';ii|l#et we 
despair of selecting fro^ tliem a boartl of mana- 
gers any more worthy of $oafidenee than that, 
which has hitherto existed. "There is a sort of 
insanity in the scheme itself, which is totally * 
destructive of that straight-forwardness which - 



<5 Formerly, the public store was the only resource t 
thr most of the people employed by the agency, and- 
#y were glad to receive their pay in goods at a 
■great advance! * * * * !i become a burden to the agency. Many m the present, 

exveditien f 128 bv the brig America'! are gjmilarlv 



gular supply of trade goods in the public store. Our 
stock of cloths and many other important articles 
[Hum 7 spear-pointed knives 71 is at present exhaust- 
ed ; nor can they be purchased here, except on a very . 
great advance on the first cost in the United States. 
Now is the time for purchasing rice and pahn oil ; 
the natives are getting in their new crops ; and if we 
do not avail ourselves of the opportunity, will find 
great difficulty hereafter in procuring the quantity re- 
quisite for the subsistence of our people." 

Under date of Sept. 8, 1832, Gov. Mechlin writes as 
follows. See Af. Renos, for Nov. 1832. 

"You have doubtless, ere this, received draft© oa. 
the society to a considerable amount. This extra de- 
mand on your resources was, from tiie nature of cir- 
cumstances, unavoidable. The great number of emi- 
grants that have been thrown upon our hancut, arid" 
the very scanty supplies that were sent out by the 
last expedition, as well as the expense m&^sarify in- 
cident to the erection of buildings for their accommo- 
dation, and other causes which will be morefuliy de- 
tailed in my communications per brig Liberia, hov© 
caused our disbursements for the few months past to 
be much greater than could possibly have been anti- 
cipated." 

The following is from the said " communications, 
per brig Liberia. Ic may be found in the AC Renos, 
for Doc, 1832. 

"I am at this moment issuing rations to at least 
one hundred persons, whose six months have expired* 
Some of these have been prevented by steksww fjjoaai 
attending to their farms; the crops of others are^nofc 
sufficiently advanced to afford them subsistence ; but, 
by far ihe greater number are womer and children,, 
who have been sent out without any male person to 
provide for tht?m, and being unabJc to obtain a liveli- 
hood bv tilling the soil, or any other occupation haw 




send out six expeditions during the ensuing twelve ( 
months; and I fear, if persisted in, this will in th;f 
end prove very injurious. I may be wrong, and you 
may have greater funds at your disposal than I am 
aware of; but if you have not, great pecuniary em- 
barrassments will certainly ensue. * * 
But I have great hopes your treasury will receive an 
unusual influx of money, or you will spare us two or 
three of the threatened expeditions" 

N. B. — The letters from which we quote the above 
are dated in July, 1831. 

In the Af. Repos. for Sept. 1832, we find the fol- 
lowing in a letter from Gov. Mechlin, dale ! July 13, 
1832: 



circumstanced; and what to do 

* n 



riy 

Jkn<m, 



not. 

With the same letter, Dr. Mechlin transmitted 
"drafts to a considerable amount," for expense of 
"receptacles," "hospital expenses," the purchase -of 
'■rice and palm oil," &c. for which their "dishuroe* 
ments" he save, had been " far beyond what was an- 
ticipated. Dr. Mechlin may have grossly misman- 
aged the aflaira of the Board ; but it cannot be denial 
that he gave them timely warning to desist from their 
mad scheme of transplanting our whole colored pop- 
ulation. The plain, sober fact ie, the manager* hn£ 
! made foolish beasts, they had committed themseivs^ 
and their pride drove them over the cataract o£ 
bankruptcy with their eyes open- 
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REVIEW OF THE 



We commonly call honesty. While the enter* 
prise flourished, its friends assigned too many 
reasons for its prosecution ; and now that it is 
brought to a stand, they assign too many reasons 
for its failure. 

But we will not detain the reader from the 
report of the committee on the finances of the 
society*, We quote it as follows, from the N. 

Y» Observer. 



— "i — 

"The Committee? appointed to inquire into the 
fctate of --the financi^ feonce^ns of the society, re- 
port as follows, that the debt* owing by the soci- 
ety, now due v an^hat l will fall due, by the first of 
May next, amount to a sum varying from $j>40 ; 000, 
to $41,000 

This unprecedented and alarming! umount of 
debt against the society is accounted for, by the 
following reasons : 

1st. The rice crop in the colony and on the coast 
generally,- the last year, failed almost entirely ; and 
by this Providence, a considerable share of the 
eelonists, who would otherwise have been able to 
subsist upon their own means, were thrown upon 
tho bounty and humanity of the government of the 
colony. 

2d. The Ajax, which sailed from New. Orleans 
with 150 emigrants, lost 29 of them by tho chole- 
ra; was double the usual length of time making 
the voyage, and arrived at the colony with but two 
weeks supply of provisions, instead of the usual 
supply for six months. 

3d. An unusually large proportion of tha late 
emigrants are improvident, and reluctant to be- 
take themselves to agriculture. 

4th* In some instances among the late emi- 
grants, families without male heads have been sent 
to tho colony — and, in many instances, the great 
mortality in the colony, during the last year has 
deprived families of their male heads and left them 
to tho humane and expensive provisions of the 
government of the colony. 

5th. The supplies of the colonial store have not 

This defi- 



beon ample, as they ever should b 
eieney, however, is not to be charged to improvi- 
dence in the Board of Managers; but to their pe 
auniary inability to do on this subject what they 
Were very solicitous to do. This deficiency has 
made it necessary for the government of the colo. 
sty to purchase at 100 to 200 per cent, profit, large 
amounts of supplies from merchants m the colony, 
and from vessels touching at the colony. 

In view of existing pecuniary embarrassments 
of the society, the committee would advise that! ^nterprjze 

tho society send out no emigrants the present year, 
unless under very special circumstances, and 
when the society would be put to comparatively 

small expe 
emigrants. 



which hab been unavoidable on account of the large 
[disbursements of tho society for the expenses of 
emigration, has swelled the debt of the society to 
an amount of many thousand dollars greater than 
it would have been, if this necessity had not ex- 
isted. 

The committee are highly pleased to learn tbat 
the Board of Managers have adopted and are con* 
templating measures for bringing within ascertain* 
ed and the narrowest limits, the compensation 
made to the officers of the society residing in tho 
colony — and, also for avoiding the surprise of large 
drafts upon its treasury." 

This report is really a very slim affair. " The 
rice crop failed in the colony." And for the 
very good reason that it is not cultivated. This 
ought to have been staled. Docs the society 
pretend that there is arty person in Liberia who 
in ordinary years gets his living by agriculture ? 
Is it a very uncommon occurrence for the rice 
crop to fail on that coast ] Why did not the 
committee tell the society plainly, that the co- 
lonists have always depended to a large extent 
on foreign importation for their provisions, and 
that while the colony was small they managed 
to purchase them by the proceeds of their petty 
trades, but now that, by a spasmodic effort, the 
colony has been overpeopled, there are multi- 
tudes, many of them women and children, who 
are "reluctant to betake themselves to agricul- 
ture" because they have no agricultural imple- 
ments but such as nature has provided, and who 
must be supported at the expense of the society, 
or starve. We are told that the government of 
the colony had to purchase provisions at an ad- 
vance of 100 or 200 per cent, on the cost in 
this countrv, but we are not told whether this 
is an unusual advance, nor whether any mer- 
chant can take the risks of transporting provis- 
ions to that tropical climate for less. We do 
not see what the loss of the 29 passengers of 
the ship Ajax, had to do with cutting short the 
supplies, nor indeed how the reduced number of 
passengers could contrive, by merely doubling 
the " usual time" of their voyage, so nearly to 
eat up the "six months" provision for the 
whole.* 



It jeaiiy seems to us that the causes 
of expense assigned by the committee are mostly 
not temporary, but such as must cleave to the 

and with the more force, the more 

rapidly it is pushed forward. 

The committee advise, as a matter of econo- 
my, that " no emigrants be sent out the present 



u. 



We would go further, and advise, th 
To guard against Mich heavy embar-jj those sent out informer years be brought back, 
rassments in future, the committee advise, that jj It will cost less to bring them home, than to 
the society do never, except in the extraordinary jj support them there ; and we presume their con- 
*aaes above referred to, send out emigrants whilst jj sent may be obtained as easily as it was in tho 
they are under a debt exceeding $10,000. > first instance. 

The committee hope that the Board of Mana- 
gers will, as soon as the means at their disposal 
will allow, so far furnish the colonial store rvith 
goods and provisions as to preclude the necessity 



We cannot better, expose the society's scheme 
to the reprobation of the benevolent and ingonu- 



~„ . . - * The Ajax was eighty-ixco days on her passage, 

ol purchasing them on torn a so disadvantageous; and $2,300 of her outfit was paid by the Kentucky 
aa those above referred to. This necessity having ]: Colonization Society. 
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«ous 
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than by quoting largely from the debate fl not aware, for some of the bills received thi* year* 

*u: *. ° J were for accounts that-had been running on for 

several years. Ho had not examined particularly* 
I but he was inclined to think there 



upon this report. 



45 Mr. Breckinridge said this report wag not at 

He wished to know all 

when this debt had 



all what he expected, 
about this business, how and 



arisen, and by whoso negligence, or mismanage- 

>nee. He felt himself all in 



was some ir- 

i regularity in the colony in regard to salaries. This 
"amount then is not a demand for this year only, 

Thoro. 



though it has come upon us all at once, 
mote causes of the debt were doubtless these 



the 



ment, or extravag 

darkness about it. This debt was absolutely fright- 
ful, to him. It is over a whole year's income. 
And yot the committee propose to discontinue 
sending out emigrants for a whole year. He 
thought this would be like killing the goose that 
laid the golden eggs. For it is only to carry out 
emigrants thav you can get money, to any extent, upon Dr. Mechlin; and under these circumstances 
A few persons of a thorough missionary spirit, will !! it is impossible to suppose that the general admin- 



improvide f many of the emigrants, and their 
neglect of agriculture ; the unfortunate character 
of some of the materials sent out to build a colony; 
the agent was much of the time in feoble health; 
sickness prevailed to a.great extent ; both the phy- 

were absent, and the whole care thrown 



give you money professedly to build up religion 
and education in the colony. But the most even 
of these will think there are so many other ways 
to give their money, that you will get but little. 
But the great mass of the people will not give you 
a dollar unless you connect with it the carrying 
out of emigrants. He hoped the report would be 
referred to the committee, for the purpose of hav- 
ing it made more explicit, and of having a more 
thorough examination. He wanted to know who 
these merchants are in the colony, that charge the 

society an advance of 100 or 200 per cent, in time 
of famine." 

And why should they not so charge the so- 
ciety ? Had not the society taught them the 
lesson by charging a similar advance to the 
colonists 1 



istration of the colony could be so economical or 
so correct as would be desirable. There was one 
other cause, (for the society ought to be made per- 
fectly acquainted with the whole truth ;) during 
; the early part of the year, there had been great de- 
bility, to uso the mildest expression, in the opera- 
tions of the Board. It arose, in part at least, from 
the excitement which grew out of the elections 
last year, and the introduction of several new mem- 
bers into the board, who were not accustomed to 



There was a cessation, of course, 

a sub- 



its proceedings. 

of holding meetings onco in two weeks, and 
stitution of an executive Committee, of very limit- 
ed powers, not equal to the necessities of the case, 
and very many things were neglected ; and among 
them, efforts to raise the means to meet our in* 



In the course of tho summer, 
a united effort to 



u stain 



" Mr. Go 
the affair so 



to show that it was no improvi- 



dence on the part of the managers that had brought 
this debt upon them. The society will recollect 
that two or three years ago the desire became very 
strong to see a considerable increase of emigration. 
It was thought the interest of the society required 
it, and tho applications were also numerous and 
pressing. And the managers were willing to go 
even somewhat beyond their means with the con- 
fident hope that the community would sustain 
them. In consequence, at the close of the year 
1832, they had increased their responsibilities be- 
yond their receipts to the amount of from $12,000 
to $15,000 and were calculating to enter upon a 
course of means to increase their resources com- 




creasing expenses. 
I proposed to the Board 

the credit of the society, by a loan on the individ- 
I responsibility of the members. But it did not 
succeed. If done, to the amount of 15 or $20,000, 
he believed the revenue of tho society could have 
been greatly increased. In his efforts at the north, 
his greatest difficulty was not in the fact that the 
society wasin debt, but that we had failed, and our 
drafts were under a protest, and that whatever 
people gave would go for paying an old debt* Still 
he did not think affairs looked so very dark. There 
were many things, it is true, in the colony as well 
as here, to be regretted. But they were not such 
as to authorize despondency, much less despair. 

Ah ! Mr. Gurley, this mild, soft way of plas- 

be 



mensurate to their want. 



the year the demands from tho colony began 

come in Inost unexpectedly both for number and 
amount. He had not the means before him of an 



taring over every body's faults may oe very 
amiable in a popish forgiver of sins/but it will 
Bnt the early part of ji not do in a man who undertakes to manage the 

to 



exact statement, but he believed that in four! 
months they paid and accepted drafts from the 
agent exceeding $20,000, and that the whole of 
their acceptances on this amount were more than 
$30,000. The managers did not suppose they had 
been so very negligent in sending out supplies to 
the colonial store. The Hercules took out $6,000 
in trado goods, [how much rum, gunpoicder and 
tobacco, and how many " spear-pointed knives" 
and " brass blunderbusses ?"] aa they are called, 
which it was supposed would be worth from twelve 
to $20,000 in sustaining tho colony. But the rice 



charities of plain matter-of-fact people. As we 
have shown in a former note, you knew long 
ago that the "remote causes of the debt,*' were 
in active operation, and yet you say, that in the 
early part of the year the demands from the 
colony began to come in most unexpectedly ! !** 

* 6 Mr. Frelixqizuysen was glad to hear this ex. 
planation. When the fact respecting' our debt was 

heart feel 



first developed last night, it made hi 
sick : 



o ef- 



crop came short and the agent was obliged to pur- 
chase. ¥ * — ^ ' " ■ * 



Mht at the colony* of which the managers were 



especially because it will be employed 
feotively against us. ft will be seized with avidity 
by our adversaries, and pressed with great power, 
jlf I had not strong confidence in the goodness of 

d in Him who patronizes and protect* 



our cause, 

every good 'cause,' I would" sit down in 



While 



I 




EBTIBW OF THE 



closures came upon us 
conflict with the abolitionkte, 



midst of this triumph respecting the colony, we 



moro *l<ah $40,000. 



for $$0 each, and that the colony was prosperous, 
and tfcl* ©migrants thriving and happy, theso dis- is too late, 

In the midst, too, of our 

as well as in the 



many timet? already. 



,ry will try his art. B"t it 
the thing has been mended too 



" Bishop Meade said, When sinful, frail beings 
get into difficulty, we should first examine our. 
selves, and see why it is so. This examination 



havejrone in debt, in two years to the amount of 

With a largo portion of the 
community, this blow will be irretrievable at pre- , 

cent. .They will point to the foot of our legcr, and careful not to ascribe our trouble to any wrong 



should be very strict and faithful, and we should be 



sentence, of reprobation 

We 



Still 1 1 



ind if 



pass upon us a 

will give way to no despondency, 
now to a?criais in the history of the society, 
w© 'improve it properly, \re may dato from this an- 
niversary a now era of prosperity and success, I 
Hope we shall not only re-organize our constitution, 
but&dopt a new set of principles in the manage- 
ment of our Sffairs. Our Board, and all who are 
©mployed, miM be made to have a deep sense of 
responsibility that not a dollar shall be expended 
whichnhali riot be satisfactorily accounted for. It 
must not be*allowed to i*ny agent to run the soci- 
ety in debt,* or to draw bills without sending an 
account. ^TJiey must go to their work with a sense 
of as deep responsibility as if th^y were next door 
fco the Board, atid feci that this money is drawn 
from the public charity, and every dollar must be 
atritly accounted for. And then we can go on. 
If I did not feel sure, said Mr. F. that this cause is 
deeply seated in the affections of the American peo- 
ple, I would move instantly to adjourn sine die. 
But I do believe all these things arc sent upon us 
fey the hand of Him who would draw our depend- 
ence away from all human contrivances. Let ue 
now repose our cause on his arm, and he will bless 
us. Let the abolitionists clamor. Let fanaticism 
rage as it may. I cannot yet bring myself to be- 
lieve, that Finloy has died — that Mills has perish- 
ed on the ocean in behalf of Africa, to no purpose. 
I trust that, when the secretary comes to publish 
'.his report, ho will prepare a statement on this sub- 
ject, so that the public may have what I apprehend 
will bo a perfectly satisfactory explanation of this 

business." 

What a precious compound of absurdity. 
This noble Senator "was glad to hear an ex- 
planation," which covered up things. He had 
felt sick at the thought of being detected by the 
abolitionists. He confesses that the society is 
.eaught in the very act of c^ceiving the public 
asd getting money under raise pretences, and 
yet he professes to have confidence "in Him 

What 



causes. I do not doubt that the secretary has 
given us a faithful exposition of the business, as 
he supposed. And so far as it goes, it is well 
enough. But all must be satisfied that the radical 
defect is in the colony. For during the last year, 
jour expenditure on emigration has been less than 
usual. And the fuuds which have been contribu- 



ted 



We 



are greater than ever before in a year, 
may dwell too longupon lamentation. When we 
fall, we should not lie lamenting, but rise and pro- 
ceed on our way, as fast as possible. The Bishop 
thought a successful appeal might be made to the 
legislatures of the adjoining states, for aid in this 
emergency. With Virginia, our plea must bo ac- 
knowledged just. Last year the legislature appro, 
priated about $20,000 for colonizing her free peo- 
ple of color in Africa. And if it had not been for 
the imprudent and excessive zeal of rash friends, 
the appropriation would have been $100,000. As 



it was, they so trammelled it as to make it ineffec- 
tive for the purposes designed. And, said he, I 
cannot but hope that now, if the legislature now 
in session can be approached through some of its 
popular members, they may make the appropria- 
tion this year in r.vc]\ a way as to relieve us. They 
will recollect this society has been carrying on ite 
operations without legislative aid, and a kind of 
debt thereby contracted. Might not a similar ap- 
plication be made to Maryland ? And thus our 
society might be speedily extricate 



ed from this un- 



expected und sad catastrophe ; and we might say 
to our enemies, that though we have erred against 
the rules of prudence, yet He who originated this 
noble design has not permitted our errors to de- 
stroy the work. 

Rev. Rkubek Tost, of Washington, said that 
only a very small portion of this debt was incurred 
in the past year. All out expeditions have not 
cost over 10 or $12,000. The two which went 



■no despond. 



who patronizes every good cause ! f !" 
gious swindling I — Good courage 
ency — indeed it makes us tiiink of a couple of 
scared urchins in the dark; "Jack/ 
of them, "are you afraid] 0 "No, 
afraid." " Nor I neither." How wonderfully 



says one 
I'm not 



from Virginia were sent at the urgent request of 
friends in Norfolk, Mr. Maxwell and others. The 
expense of those sent from New Orleans was de- 
frayed, it is understood, by the Kentucky and 
other Western societies. The great amount were 
sent the year before last, chiefly from Virginia, 
and those very ill fitted to go. And the Board 
have resolved that they will not send any moro 
unless the funds are provided in hand. Another 
circumstance was, that their whole affairs rested 
on one person, except that a part of the year he 

had had an assistant in the office The Hoard 

had appointed several gentlemen from Virginia, 
and tried to engage them as general agents, but 
none of them would accept. And they have look* 
ed to this meeting in the hope that some persons 
might be found to take hold. 

Mr. Breckenridgjs said, It is not the magnitude 

of the debt that disturbs me. But the causes as- 
signed by the committee do not account for it t for 
* * , -„ , mosS - Q f th 61 ** were, na it apoears. posterior to it* 

-sentiment, and we shall not make the attempt. !i occurrence. The 7G9 emigrants sent out in 1832> 



oourageous ! 



"Let fanaticism rage as 



it may," says he, 
u I cannot believe that^ause will fall which two 
good men died in promoting. 1 ' What is this but 
superstition— the very parent of fanaticism? 
Last of all, he hopes the secretary will plaster 
this up nicely in the annual report, so that it 
will be "satisfactory." We are not master of 

I»£i?lish suitable to ernress nnr vipwst nf am-h *» 
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if supported the whole year, eould not have cost 

draRa 



wrongfully 
Those who 



If the managers do not 



^40,000, Sir, if these dratta are 
drawn, I say they should not be paid, 
drew thorn ought to suffer. If drawn for expen- 
ditures not warranted by the Beard, they should 
not hare been accepted. 

know how it came, they ought tc know, and they 
ought to suffer, and wo ought to change our offi- 
cers. FORl V THOUSAND DOLLARS is a 
small sum, in cohncction with such an object, as 
the removal of <jwr colored race to Africa* But it 

F ri 

is the mismanagement by which the debt has been 
produced that I complain of. To me it seems j| plan, 
perfectly nefarious that the merchants of our colony 
should charge us three or four hundred per cent, 
advance. And it has been stated, and publish 
ed, that the agents whom we sent out and support- 
ed are those very merchants. I hopo the report 
will go back to the committee, who are capable of 

There is 



1 Now- York City Society, 
there was no 



They stated to me »hafc 



hopo of raising funds there unless 
jsomo project could be started for a New-York ex- 
pedition to send out emigrants. It was not the 
debt which embarrassed us* but the entire failure 
of our credit, Our friends at New- York said the 
best way was only to let it bo known to a few 
warm friends, but to start an expedition, and then 
many will give for the project, and many others 
will give for the general purposes of the Society* 
I wrote to the managers on the subject, and they 
held a meeting, and gave their consent to the 



searching to the bottom of the whole, 
an immense aggregato of blame somewhere; and 
I want to find out where it belongs, and put it 
there. I want to know who did it, and what for. 
Two years ago, I warned the managers against 
this Virginia business. And yet they sent out two 
ship loads of vagabonds, not fit to go to such a 
place, and that were coerced away, as truly us if 
it had been done with a cart whip. They were 
not driven by force. But after the Southampton 
affair, the legislature enacted severe laws, which 
required the free negroes to go through certain 
operations and forms of law in order to remain. 
They were iguorant and terrified, and you will 
not wonder at it if you look at the legislative re- 
ports of the slaughter. And so they fled to our 
agents, who took them and sent them away. And I 
think we have a just claim upon Virginia on their 
account, as well as just cause of complaint against 
thoso who let them go to our colony. 

Sir, we are not only embarrassed but we arc 
broke. And if we lose our character we loso all. 
But if we can come out now with a fair character, 
the public will sustain us and pay our debts. 

Mr. Gurley said, I cannot concur in the view 
that any part of this has come from the weight of 
business on myself. 

trusted to myself by the Board of Managers, it 
has been done, and done faithfully. The difficulty 
is sot with managers. Two years ago, they sent 
out full instructions to the agent, to enforce the 
strictest accountability, and demanding quarterly 
returns of all expenditures. But they had no 
returns with any regularity or to any extent. I 
believe one reason has been the sickness of the 
agent, and the weight of affairs that pressed on 
him. No strictness of instructions can secure a 



Gerrit Smith hoped the. motion to re-commit 
would not prevail. Ho could not see any good 
from it. As a member of that committee, he bad 
spent several hours in examining the affairs and 
interrogating Mr. Gurley and Dr. Laurie, and ho 



saw that to obtain the minute information called 



for would require the labor of many dayr, and he 
for one had not time to spend here to do it. We 
have arrived satisfactorily at the general causey 
which the report unfolds, and we should not be 
greatly benefited by spreading out the details. It 
is certain there is a very bad system of operation?, 
or rather there is no system at all. This debt is 
from five to ten thousand dollars greater than it 
would have been if there had been a constant sup. 
ply of goods in the colonial store. In looking 
over the accounts of Colston M. Waring & Co. 
and others, with the Agent, I find prices charged 
two, th 



son, 
economical. 



year 
wh 



In regard to any business en- 



•ij and even four times higher than the 
cost in thJo. country. The reason assigned by the 
treasurei for their not keeping the store supplied 
is not satisfactory. It might have been a little 
bold, perhaps, for this Board to incur a debt of a 
few thousands in order to send on supplies nt sea- 

But the result shows that it would have beer. 

There is an excessive number of 
officers in Africa, and their salaries amount to & 
very considerable sum, not far from $5,000 a 

Tho colonial governor and the physician, 
salaries are very handsome, including what 
they receive from the government of the United 
States, one being $2,400, and the other $1,200, 
in addition to all this, they are allowed to furnish 
their whole domestic establishment at the public 
expense, and some of these bills are very large. 

As Mr. S. was sitting dowji, several gentlemen 
begged him to go on, but ho said he had rather 
not. Ho might misapprehend or mis-state some- 
thing. 

Dr. Lauuik said the salary the agent received 
from the society was only $80. 

Mr. Cresson said that having devoted five years 
of his life to the Society, without any compensa- 
tion, direct or indirect, he supposed his explana- 
tions might have some weight* It will be ob- 



ing them out, when they were coerced away. Our 
friends at Norfolk appealed to us, and said the 
people were pei *eeuied, and that it was a matter 
of humanity to take them. Our agents said they 
were driven from the county, and had appealed to 
him and bogged to go to Liberia, and certified that 
they were respectable and industrious. Our ex- 
peditions have been email this year. Tho Jupiter 
fitted out at the earnest solicitation of the 



correct administration of affairs unless they are 
obGyed. I cannot concur in the entire unfitness 

of what are called the Southampton emigrants, ! served, that one item of debt 5 amounting to one- 
or that wo did wrnnp- in receiving them, and send.tl fourth of the whole, is tho charter party and ex. 

penses of the ship Hercules, in 1833. There had 
also been 1100 emigrants landed in the colony in 
a little more than 12 months, which had increased 
the expense of their accommodation. In short,, 
to borrow a phrase from tho negroes of Virginia^ 
*' It is as it is and it can't bo no tis-er." The 
prices of provisions at Liberia, and on the coast 
were increased in consequence of the famine at 
• the Capo de Verds. He was satisfied that &one of 
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tho Society's agents had benefitted themselves by 
participating in any commercial transaction. Mr, 
Waring and Mr. McGill were not capitalists, 
trading on their own accounts, but commission 
merchants, and therefore bound to sell to the best 
advantage for the interest of their principals.— 
The debt could not have been avoided without 
starvation in the colony. 

Mr. Fkelinohuvsen said there watfno need to 
send the report back for further particulars, in or- 
der to make a very sad statement indeed. We 
f t help it, and we must make the best of it. 
Tho managers should not accept drafts from the 

and accom- 



colony, unless preceded by advices, 

No merchant would 



strictly ac- 



panied by accounts stated, 
have done it. They must make it 
accountable concern. 

Bishop Meade said if we called for these ac- 
counts, it might show those merchants that we 
disapprove of their conduct. 

Mr. Coxe thought it necessary to have some de- 
cided expression of opinion from the society.— 
There was a resolution of the Board already, not 
to accept of drafts unless preceded by advices and 
accompanied by accounts. He would ask the 
Board whether there has been no draft accepted 
without either ? The managers are aware of tho 
propriety of this course, but they do not act up 
to it. The attention of the Board has been called 
to this subject* I would ask also, if any member 
of the Board can tell how many officers wc have 
at Liberia, and what are their expenses ? For 
one, I believe it is impossible to get along, unless 

He hoped 



and will spontaneously help themselves to Liberia. 
And whenever they became desirous to go s thoy 
did not need a society to help them. The free 
black who cannot earn $30 is not fit for the 
colony, and ought not to go. 
The motion to recommit was withdrawn, and 

the report accepted." 

We have dwelt thus long on the state of the 
Society's finances because it illustrates the 
capital defect of its morals. Mr. - Frelinghuy- 
sen recommends the adoption of a " new set of 



principles. 



Honesty should be one of them. 

interesting matters 



We can but glance at the 
contained in other parts of the report. 

The annual report, read by Mr. Gurley, of 
which we have some of the heads, is deceptive 



It represents the Sabbath as being 

added to the church, &c. 



things can be placed on a proper basis 
the society would take it up once for all, and if it 
should take a week, or a month, it would be a 
saving of time in the end, as well as a great saving 
of monev. 

Mr. Gf/RLEY said there was one difficulty the 
Board had to encounter- They had not had cor- 
rect information in regard to the expense of sup- 



knew long 



porting emigrants in the colony. They had been 
told that $10 worth of goods in this country 
would bring enough there for each. And they 
had always made thoir estimate on this basis, for 
each oxpedition. But they have now found that 
their estimate was quite inadequate. As to the 
resolutions of the Board spoken of by Mr. Coxe, 
it was proper to say, that they were passed after 
this great amount of debt had come upon us, and 
in consequence of it. The letters of advice ac- 
companying the drafts, have generally been very 
brief, and not explicit or full. The expense of the 
officers in the colony was doubtless an unfortu- 
nate arrangement. Tho full development of the j j st0 ry, by another, that this state of things had 
course things were taking, never reached us till been pro duced by the faithfulness of the minis- 
i,ast spring or summer. 

Mr. Bacon said that in regard to the recom- 
mendation of the committee not to send out any 

has 



as usual. 

well observed, man} 1 

while it utters not one word about iniquities 
that have been practiced there in high places. 
If at some station of the American Board the 
leading missionaries had been guilty of numer- 
ous seductions ; if by their extravagance and 
profligacy they had brought religion into con- 
tempt, and unhinged the morals of the commu- 
nity about them, would the Board smooth over 
the matter to the public by saying " there are 
nine meeting houses ; the Sabbath is well ob- 
served, &c." Yet such is the sad fact in regard 
to the late leading authorities of Liberia, as we 

ago from private letters from the 
Colony, and as we know now by the confessions 
of one of the standard bearers .of Colonization 
just returned from the Anniversary. Indeed 
the report goes still farther in covering up mat- 
ters, and says of Dr. Mechlin, " His self-deny- 
ing services, arid successful efforts for enlarging 
and improving the colony, entitle him to the 
grateful regards of the Society." Self-denying! ! 
This appears from the facts we have just men- 
tioned, from the salary of $2400, and from a 
bill of some $5,000 against the Society for his 
"domestic establishment!" Truly even the 
most u self-denying" governors are somewhat 
expensive. 

The annual report, as usual, eulogizes Mr. 
Cresson, that veracious person who told the ven- 
erable Clarkson tl.at one hundred thousand slaves 



were ready to be liberated, if seven pounds and 
ten shillings could be raised for the transport- 
jation of each, and then backed up the monstrous 



more emigrants this year, one gentleman 
urged that this was the way not to obtain funds. 



iers of the gospel at the South ! ! We put the 
question to Mr. Cresson, recently at Philadel- 
phia, whether he made these statements to Mr. 
Clarkson. He replied that he merely stated 



But Mr. B. believed it to be tho only way in which iL^Ti^T^ """"JOT 
affairs caa be managed to revive the confidence of | treat b * h } nd disown insignificance ! We know 

not which most to admire, the inexhaustible im- 



tho public. And he hoped it would lead to a per- 



pudence of Mr. Cresson, or the unparalleled 



m.anent change in tho policy of the society in re- j 

g$rd to sending out emigrants. Let us bend our jj effrontery of the Society in sustaining him 
efforts to make the colony what it ought to be, ! against the "organized opposition" of British 
and what it might be, and we shall find the free !l philanthropists. No doubt the Society will re- 
pesple will beg$a.to look atjt in a dififerwt/light, jjeeive the, thanks of Lord Bexby, the Diike of 
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Sussex, and the whole body of West India 

slave-holders. 

Robert S. Finley, Esq. at the anniversary in 

the Capitol, introduced a very pertinent and sea- 
sonable resolution relative to arJent spirits in 
the Colony. He was very happy as usual in refut- 
ing his own argument. " The Colony," he 
said, " had already done much to arrest 'the tide 
: of intemperance, which for 200 years has been 



"last five years, wo find among our emigrants, that 
the proportion of slaves emancipated for the pur- 
pose of colonizing has greatly increased. I was 
surprised to learn, by the repovtreadto night, that 
j of the emigrants from Kentucky, my native st&ie, 
[90 per cent, were manumitted slaves, and from 
tho valicy 75 per cent, notwithstanding 

there are a hundred thousand 



*here. 



rolling over Africa like a flood." And yet the 
Colony has carried on an extensive traffic in 
ardent spirits, — a traffic which Mr. Finley says 
" is a greater crime than the slave trado, be- 
cause it supports the slave trade." . This is im- 
plied by Mr. Finley's proposing- that "all future 

settlements" should be foundecfon "temperance) mit their k slaves from conscientious principles* 
principles." If Mr. Finley were only a doctor,] wo cannot have men of good character, we want 



people of color 
And this spirit among the free blacks will 
grow every day, bcc&UBO the party who have poi- 
soned their minds will grow, because some states 
will take up the subject, and because we have 
grown wise by experience, and do not intend to 
let you send out your ship loads of free vagabonds 
to Christianize Africa- We had rather have those 
who are sent out by humane men, that will manu- 

If 



he would probably prescribe brandy for delirium 
tremens. According to his statement the Colo- 
nists, selling 3,000 barrels of rum in a yea r , have 
outstripped the best of us in the temperance re- 
formation, and have done wonders in breaking 
up the slave trade, and yet the sagacious Mr. 
Finley says, ardent spirits, are injurious to the 
colony! It is a little singular that the Col. 
Board should hesitate to pass a law excluding 



none. You do more hurt than good by every ship 
load of these free vagabonds." 

The following sentiment is in accordance with 
the views of the abolitionists as expressed in the 
Declaration of the Anti-Slavery Convention. 
We believe it has not been sufficiently pondered 
by those upon whom the responsibility rests. 



" As to any other means of abolishing slavery, I 
i t . . . n . . e „ M will say nothing of the power : of tho United 

ardent spirits from the Colony for fear those n Stateg ' rnm * nt only that tho constitutional 
moral people should refuse to sustain it. I authority wh' 1 " ' * % " * ' J * " 1 

Bishop Meade, of Va., made a speech in which ]; f rom 



therjs is nothing more remarkable than the fol- 



lowing sentiment : 



Its 



h forbids the importation of slaves 
foreign countries, is plainly competent to 
forbid their importation from other states. Con- 
gress have already exercised this authority towards 
several now flourishing states of this confederacy, 
and over all our territories lying north of a certain 
parallel of latitude. And the day when this au- 
thority shall be exercised over all the states, is tho 
j day that slavery terminates its power. Slavery 
! cannot survive such a blow. This, sir, is, I ad- 
mit, an engine of vast potency against slavery. 



not that he now and then threw a sop to Cerbe- 
rus, we might take him for a genuine abolitionist. 
He evidently lacks not courage. Some of his 
rebukes are enough to raise a blush on the palest 

He most fully confirms sev 



face of "doiicdi." 
eral of the positions of th 
few extracts will show. 



e 



abolitionists, as a 



"/The object of this Society is benevolent, 
object is to improve the • condition of those who 
are formed in some respect* after tho image of 
God, but who are nevertheless so formed as to be 
liable to many calamities. And is not this benev- 
olent ?" 

i mu, an engine oi 

Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge uttered senti-|j And it is not to bo exercised until the good sense 
monts which were probably as little relished Dy !|a" d piety and humanity of the nation shall call 
his audience as they were expected. Were it li forth." 

We trust that the "good sense and piety" of 
the nation are now beginning to awake. Such 
language as the following from a Southern man 
is some proof of it. 

"No man can read either the Old Testament or 
the New, but he must see it is hostile to slavery. 
And though you may say that, as Christians it is 
out of our province to urge Mich considerations 
upon the government, yet as Christians we may 
speak to one another, and admonish each other of 
| wrong. And, sir, as the man who kills another 
! is prima facie a murderer, and is held to clear 
himself by showing justifiable grounds for his 
deed, so the man who claims title in his fellow 
man, in his bones and sinews and blood, shall bo 
considered prima facie a sinner, and shall bo held 
to prove that his title has originated in such chv 

1* niirn/ifspa. na nrn 

*- r ~* r, » — 

consistent with the spirit and principles of tho 
gospel. And, sir* the Presbyterian church, of 
which I 7 am a member, can bring forward three 
hundred thousand persons who will maintain this, 

land will acCupon.it. 

I jiav^ spoken* frefcly of the abolUkmists; but it 

tenbt in^ftkiadhmw. lUgrefc with the alaveifa&ld- 



''The view which I wish to present is this; the 
future prospects of the Society in regard to pro- 
curing proper emigrants. In tho Providence of 
God, the free blacks have become hostile to us 
intensely hostile. I know the fact, and it is time- 
less to disguise it. I believe they are unalterably 
hostile. They have been made so, on system, by 
a great and growing party in our country, to 
which I am decidedly hostile. Wc owe thanks to 
God, that when the Society first started, and could 
not procure slaves to colonize, tho free people of 
color were willing to go. The first four or five 
hundred who were sent out were chiefly free. And 
by their success we- -were enabled to demonstrate 
the feasibility of our plan of colonization. And 
now these free people of color, without just cause, 
and unc^r the influence of- wrong instructions, 



t 

! 



i; Li Li I » Lei Jl^Vcr j uuu «u 



are gois% farther aadl&ttUfir fy&m ua. Fbi"the;| 



id 



rbpost op thb 



or, that the free people of color must go away or It of a similar character before the Kentucky Col- 
perish. [Then they must perish , for ho has else- onization Society in 1831* It appears in the 



perish. [Then they must perish 
where conceded that they will not go, and that 
iho society cannot carry them.] And if any one 
doubts the truth of this, let him come to Balti- 
more, and I will show it to him. There he will 
find that cur lawyers will not admit a colored man 
to the bar, nor our druggists to their profession. 
Our hack stands show few men of color. Even 
our draymen are nearly all white. We exclude the 
colored men from every employment in which 
men can rise. And they are there perishing for 
the want of daily food. 

But the day is coming c too, when the other side 
of this subject will come up. If the slave-holder 
forces us to a stand in our present course, and com- 
pels us to decide whether slavery shall be abolish- 
ed instantly, or endure forever, wo come to a new 

And I, for one, am prepared to meet it. 
slave holder beware how he drive? us 



position 
Let the 



away. We stand in the breach for him % to keep off 
the abolitionists. 



We are nis friends, but only to 
If we are driven away, where can 
Where in the literature of the 



give him time. 
he find an ally ? 
whole world, in the public opinion of the whole 
world, in the religion of the whole world, will he 
find an advocate ? The abolitionist is upon him. 
And if he attempts to maintain slavery as perpet- 
ual, every one of us will bo upon him too. You, 
Mr. President, and I, and all of us will join the 
abolitionist in such a cause, against perpetuating 
slavery. Rather than slavery, with its horrors, 
shall exist forever in this country, let us suffer the 
evils incidental to its instant abolition. If aboli- 
tion must bo immediate or not at all, let it be im- 
mediate, come what will. For it is one of the 
plainest of all propositions, that slavery ought not 
to be perpetuated. If I am asked whether God 
made one man to own a title to another, I must 

To me, it is self-evident, that the 
beings whom God made in his own imago, he 
must have made free. Wo are the only friends of 
the slave holder, for we give him time, and that is 
all he can ask — time to act and abolish slavery. 
And in regard to the other branch of our labors, 
the colonizing of the free, we appeal to the hu- 
manity of the slave holder, and ask him, Will you 
drive this freo man away, and not let us unite to 
provide him a homo ? Our brethren at the South 
will surely become our friends and the friends of 
our enterprise, I do not say if they will understand 
us, but if they will only so far command their feel- 
ings as to give us time to cry to them, «< Strike, 
but hoar us," 



reply, Nay. 



ask. 



Give the slaveholders time ! That is all they 
The Colonization Society is always giv- 
ing them time, and therefore the time to repent 
never comes. As for us, we think the time 
has come. It came long ago, and every hour's 
delay adds immensely to the obligation to re- 
pent immediately. 

Mr. Breckinridge, it seems, received some 
significant growls from the lion, for making so 
free with his beard in his own den. But he is 
not easily frightened, and we trust the disci- 
pline he will receive from his slave-holding 
rethren will drive him off from some of his 
strange inconsistencies. He delivered a speech 




African Repository for August of the same 
year. It furnishes almost the only Anti-Slave- 
ry sentiments to be found in that periodical for 

but, on the 185th page of the same 



nine years ; 
number, the editor 

casion to enter a Jesuiatical disclaimer. 



Repository takes oc 

He 



says 

" In the sentiments of this speech generally, wo 
concur, but we wish it to be distinctly understood, 
that wo consider slavery to be an evil, which can. 
not, without producing evils greater than itself, be 
abolished, except by deliberate, cautious and grad- 
ual measures. The present generation did not 
produce, and are not therefore responsible for the 
existence of the present form of seciety in our 
Sout hern communities. If ( I 1 ) the state of things 
is wrong, it should be set right, but only with due 
regard to the rights and interests of all parties, 
&c," 

When Mr. Elliott Cresson wished to per- 
suade a certain distinguished Anti-Slavery man 
in London, that the Colonization Society was 
in fact, an Abolition Society, he presented him 
this number of the African Repository. The 
trick succeeded admirably, for, as was after- 
wards discovered the leaf containing the dis- 
claimer had been nicely CUT OUT I It is 
needless to tell the result of this unexpected 
discovery. If Mr. Cresson wishes to stick 
this additional feathe/ in the cap of his dis- 
grace, he may have the names of all the par- 
ties by applying at the Anti-Slavery office in 
New- York. 

Mr. Gerrit Smith, whose philanthropy none 
will doubt, and whose offer to pay so large a 
portion of the Society's immense debt proves 
extraordinary honesty, made a very sensible 
speech. But we wonder how, with all his can- 
dor and means of information, he fell into cer- 
tain mistakes. After 
tionists for the best intentions, he says : 

I wish I could say as much in commendation of 
their publications, as I can of their intentions. 
And thore are some of their documents which I 
much regard as admirable exhibitions of truth, 
which cannot be too widely circulated or toe ear- 
nestly considered. But I am compelled to declare 
that many of them are also rash, ill-judged, un- 
charitable and slanderous, and not a few of them 
incendiary, to the last degree. I believe the sen- 
sible and good men among them (and I take a 
pleasure in acknowledging there are many such) 
feel it to be so too. 

It should be understood that he was speaking 
not of individual abolitionists but of "the Anti- 
Slavery Sdciety." We beg of Mr. Smith to 
put his finger on some of our slanderous and 
44 incendiary" documents. We hold ourselves 
responsible only for what we publish. We sus- 
pect Mr. Smith may take to himself the reproof 
which he administers to us : " They have done 
the Society injustice by holding ue too much re* 



cor amending the aboli- 
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Sponsible for the acta and speeches of indvidual 
inerabers " 



In regard to our charge against the Colony 
for trafficking in ardent spirits he is under a 
great misapprehension. He says, 

i 

; They have also created a strong prejudice by 
harping on the fact that ardent spirit continues to 
be sold at the colony. On this subject I will say 
(and my neighbors, at least, know that I am not 
a friend to rum, and will therefore attach some 
Value to the declaration) that I have, both at for- 
mer times and now, inquired into the measures, 
which have been adopted by the Board of Man- 
agers from time to time, in relation to this subject, 
and I fully approve them. We are denounced for 
having omitted to make the attempt of suppress- 
ing tho traffic in ardent spirit by law, with an ill 
;grace indeed, until at least some one of our gov- 
prnments at home shall have cet the example (so 
much needed) of shutting up the grog-shops in 
their jurisdiction, 

F 

Now we ourselves " fully approve" "the 
measures adopted by the Board of Managers" 
so far as they go. And we do not " denounce 
them for having omitted to make the attempt to 
suppress the traffic" by law, but for holding up 
the Colony as a missionary station, when they 
very well know that a law for the suppression 
of the traffic would be useless for the want of a 
proper public opinion in the colony to sustain 
it. While Mr. Smith cennot deny that the 



North, that car society obstructs the progress of 
emancipation. And I could wish that wo had 



rum-traffic is carried on largely in Liberia, it is 
" with an ill grace indeed," that he ridicules us 
for making the colony " appear but a conven- 
ience for the slave-trader." 

Mr. Smith also ridicules the assertion that 
• "there are now in slavery 265,000 persons who 
would have been free but for the influence of 
the Society ;" in other words, that but for the 
Society, emancipation would have gone for- 
ward to this time at the same rate as it did be- 
fore the existence of the Society. Now be 
this as it may, while Mr. Smith grants that the 
Society has stood somewhat in the way of 
emancipation, we do not see how he can say that 

the assertion "makes ridiculously large drafts 
upon public credulity." 

The following concessions are honest and 
manly, and we feel no disposition to withhold a 
tribute of respect for the moral courage it took 
to utter them, on "such an occasion as the Colo- 
nization 



Hall. 



Anniversary in the Representatives' 
We presume the Representatives of 
southern "property" will take care to give a 
casting vote against the repetition of such here- 
sies in that sacred place. 

But truth compels me to say, that this is not the 
character of all that the Anti-Slavery Society has 
charged against us. I would it were so. But to 
boiti© of the charges we should make haste to 
plead guilty, and make haste to profit by the ad- 
monition. Fas est ah hoste doceru They have 
told us many wholesome truths about ourselves 
and axxr influences for which I thank them. 

Tk$ opinion is gaining ground rapidly, at Ike 



given no occasion. But we have given some oc- 
casion. We arc not an Anti-Slavery Society. Wo 
have literally nothing to do with olaves. Our con. 
stitution confines us to another class of persons 

Whatever Borne cf our members or 



entirely. 



some 

have said, our society sets up no pre- 

And those 



agents may 

tensions to the abolition of slavery, 
who denounce us for not doing this, might with 
the same propriety denounce the Bible Society j or 
any similar institution, for not going out of their 
limit?, to promote the abolition of slavery- But 
it is equally true that we are not a Pro-Slavery 
society. If there are. under any circumstances, 
any apologies to be offered for slavery, it is no part 
of our business to hunt them up. And if efforts 
are made by any of our fellow citizens, to abolish 
slavery, it does not become us to oppose those ef- 
forts. The objection has been well taken, I con- 
ceive, that we want to engross the field. I think 
wo have tried to assume the position that slavery 
should be assailed only by indirect means, and thr t 
this society furnishes the only indirect means that 
can be allowed. Whether this position is true or 
not, I will not now attempt to discuss. But I will 
say, that we may as well abandon at once all hope 
of support from the North, as attempt to engross 
for our own society the whole of public sympathy 
and interest in regard to the abolition of slavery. 
The North will no more bear the attempt to make 
thi 



engross the ground in regard to the abolition 
of slavery, than the South would bear to have it 
expressly oppose slavery. Both claim, and have a 
right to olai*:n, that we should maintain a strict 
neutrality. And as, on the one hand, we are not 
to denounce slavery, so on the other, we are not 
to denounce any, even the wildest schemes for its 
abolition. So that our members may be either 
slave holders or abolitionists, without doing any 

violence to their principles or their connections. 

But there is another objection against this so- 
ciety, which to my mind is still more weighty. It 
is, that it has been greatly, lamentably, wickedly 
deficient in pity for the free people of color. Their 
number in this land is more than four hundred 



thousand. 



They are scattered through all our 
states, but every where they have law, custom, 
and prejudice arrayed against them. They are 
persecuted at the North as well as the South. And 
whenever I hear the people of the North complain 
of the cruel treatment of the blacks at the South, 
I cannot but exclaim, O what hypocrisy ! It is 
the settled policy of my own native state of New- 
York. I am ashamed and grieved to confess it, 
but it h true, that the whole policy h' s been to 
keep this people vile, by withholding from them 
every inducement to well-doing. We make even 
the gift of freedom a mockery. 



What will those 



presses, 

abundantly reviled Mr. Garrison 



which have 



BO 

is the slan- 



derer of his country, say to Mr. Smith, who has 
in a similar manner slandered his native state ? 

We have room but for a single extract more 
of Mr. Smith's speech. He professes still to 
cherish the highest hopes of Liberia, "that foun- 
tain from which Africa, is already deriving her 



many streams of knowledge and improvement 9> 



id 



RKPORT OF THE 



This is astonishing after 



Mr. Pinney has toldj 
U8| "The natives are in fact menials, (I mean 
those in town) and sorry I am to be obliged to 
say, that from my limited observation, it is evi- 
dent that as little effort is made by the colonists 

. to elevate them as is usually made by the higher | .^"y'thTdebate of tL „ B 

ITIV^IS ^ St #f kl^rj^ZT- ! day, in Aid, Mr. Teny, the mover, admit* that 



" Detected wretch 5 of all the reprobate, 
None seemed maturer for the £lanie& of hdl, 
Where still his face, from ancient eastorn, wears 
A holy air, which says to all that pass : 
Him by, 'I was a hypocrite on earth/ " 

What a comment on this resolution is fur- 
succeeding Thurs- 



Board of Managers 



tion of the lower." Mr. Smith nevertheless] 
wishes all the people of color to consent to go 
to Liberia. He acknowledges their right to a 
home here, and, we rejoice to say it, adminis- 
ters a deserved rebuke to those who have so 
often denied that right ; but. after all, he thinks 
it best for them to go. He thinks the colony 
can be improved so as to make it all, tha% in 
our ignorance, we have fondly dreamed about 
it. We repeat, that we are beyond measure 
astonished at this, in a man so well acquainted 
as Mr. Smith with the materials of which the 

is composed, and who 
knows so well that the morals of the colony 
are in a wretched state. To hold on with such 
a board, for the purpose of reforming such a 
colony, is in our humble apprehension some- 
thing like marrying a shrew to improve her 
temper. Such a thing may do well enough in 
romance, but we have no faith in it in real life. 

41 Let the measures of our society be prompted 
by a strong desire to relieve the distress of the fi 
people of color, and 

from my reverend friend who has spoken ; 1 be- 
lieve the people will become as unanimous in go' 
ing to Liberia, as they are now unanimous in op- 
position. It is no wonder to me, that they have 
had feelings of jealousy towards us, and a want of 
confidence in the sincerity of our professions of 
kindness. Wo ourselves have given too much 
occasion for this, in our speeches and publications. 
We have looked too little to their benefit, and too 
much to the political and 
we supposed would 



I must beg leave to differ 



the colony is "in a suffering state/ 5 — many 
persons "in a bad condition^ &Ad who might 
be relieved by the accommod^To*} of * i atm$ f 
dtnilar to those used by the natives /' " and Mr. 
Bacon said, " there was something to come out 
to which all this [the pecuniary embarrassment] 
was as the dust cf the balance. There were 
things to come out, frightful in their import, 
but they could no more be concealed than the 
sun at noon day !" [See N. Y. Observer.] And 
" that the condition of the colony was such as 
must horrify every friend of the cause." Why 
were not Drs. Mechlin and Todsen there to sup- 
port this resolution by a narrative of some of the 
items of good done to Africa ? Excellent and 
self-denying missionaries ! why are their labors 
for the benefit of the colony and the natives 
permitted to lie in obscurity ? 

We are now arrived, in the course of this 
splendid and "cheering" anniversary, at the 
set speech of " Elliott Cresson, Esq*" 
This wonderful man seems to be a soil of per- 
sonification of the colonization scheme; — the 
tutelar divinity of the enterprise. Whenever 
he speaks of the society, he speaks of himself 
He offered the appropriate resolution ; " That 
the meeting rejoice in the formation of the Bri- 
tish African Colonization Society, and would 
gladly co-operate with them in promoting the 
great objects in view." We hope Mr. Cresson 



ial advantages which 

to ourselves, from the 
separation. And our project, which should have 
been held up as one of the purest and highest be- 
nevolence, has been degraded to a mere drain for 
the escape of this nuisance. Let us correct this, u 
and place our society on its true ground; Ictus' 
make Africa a desirable home for men of eol-j 
or, and thoy will find their own way to its shores " ' 



will keep us duly advised of all the benevolent 
operations of this precious junta of antiquated 
aristocrats, under the patronage of his noble 
friends Lord Bexley and the Duke of Sussex. 
No doubt there are strong affinities between 
the two societies. 

u Mr. C. said he could not but rejoice in the 
humble instrumentality which ho had been per- 

As for 



In the speech of Mr, Terry who succeeded 
Mr. Smith, there is nothing remarkable. It is 
of the old sort— the common product of they 
"colonization mill. In the language of the re- 
porter, 

* 4 Ho then moved a resolution, expressing that [ 
the meeting is cheered by the good effects of the 
Colony on the surrounding native tribes, affording 
bright hopes that the light will spread farther and 
farther, until Africa shall take her equal rank 
among Christian nations." 



mitted to have in producing this result, 
the slanders which had been heaped upon him 
for it, so far as he was personally concerned, he 
cast them off. But as an American, he deeply re- 
gretted, that one bearing the name of citixen ha$ 
dared to declare, before a British audience, that 
thg American constitution was the vilest outrage 
[upon humanity that was ever perpetrated." 

And when Mr. Cresson heard this vile slan- 
der upon his country, why did he not rise and 
rebuke it? We have a faint recollection that 
Afr. Cresson was challenged by "one bearing 
the name of citizen" to defend -his darling £0- 

1f 



What marvelous men ! "cheered 9 * by their jiciety. — "the bond of union among mankind*?, 
very disappointments! "cheered" amidst the jand° that his friends advised him to keep out of 

rains of all their hopes! But this pitiful mock-j(<rigfc» ri ~ ^ — ^ — 

ery is as tnuch out of place as hvpoerisy will 
tfe.fcfler the day of judgf&entv It rermfcda tfs 




s&g6 isi 



h. f 




Doubtless they had their* reasons. 
But for ourselves we confers, we do ; not 
believe that any on6 bearing the r isame of -ssi 

Americas ever made such a, declaration j before** 



COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 



f 




itish audience. We 



other 



ears ag& 




was 



& " He was happy » however, to be able to say, 
at such m^n as the excellent Clarkson, and She 
ceased and sainted Wilberforce, had fully ap- 
^.ovsd ths objects of the society. Pains are taken 
to make the American public believe that Wilbcr- 
force had denounced the society. The charge is 
frairue. In the vigor of his mind, three years ago, 
lie expressed his ardent love for this society. His 
pretended signature to the noted "protest," 
afSxed when he was on his death bed, the very 
week of the termination of his valuable life. Sub- 
sequently, some of his nearest and dearest friends 
£iad reprobated the act which affixed his signature. 
Others had also stricken their names from the of- 
fensiye document. 0 

* F 

\ To Mr. Cresson himself we " have nothing to 
isay" in regard to these statements. The man 
is incapable of shame. But to the hearers who 
listened to, and drank in such monstrous in- 
credibilities we must be permitted to say, that 
our indignation at their prejudice has given 
place to a feeling half way between pity and 
contempt for the weakness of their intellects. 



approbation of the Colonization Society, be- 
cause they had been told by Mr. Cresson that 
one of its. objects was 64 to assist in emancipating 
all the slaves in the United States." This waa 
thff basis of. their approbation^ Mr. Clarksbn 
himself used this very language in describing 
what he considered the objects' of the Society 



^^^^ ^^^v 

in a letter to Elliott Cresson, Esq., which was 




of the Society, the language of 
Clarkson was suppressed, and the words, "to: 
promote the voluntary emigration to 
Africa of the Colored population of the 
United States wis put in its stead.* All 
this to propitiate the South ! If an abolition- 
ist had been found guilty of such a forgery, it 
would have been the hicjacel of his reputation f 
perhaps of his cause. It is the fate of deceiv- 
ers to overdo. Consequently the dupes of Mr. 
Cresson soon began to find him out, and long 



Mr 

complaining of the "slander" and "opposition" 
of such men as Suart, Thompson, and Cropper ! 
But as soon as Mr. Garrison made h\9 appear- 
polite, are exquisite ; but then, they are put to- ance with a trunk full of African Repositories < 



gether with very bad logic. A man frequently 
does a good thing on his " death bed" which he 
would by no means have done three years be- 
fore. If we are not mistaken a poet has some- 
where said, "Death is an honest hour." For 
the benefit of those who cannot see truth 
through so many thicknesses of falsehood, we 
subjoin a note on this passage by the editor of 
the Emancipator. 



We 



solemnly, and on our own personal knowledge 
and responsibility, that this statement is untrue. — 
The original manuscript, drawn up by one of the 
protesting gentlemen, and to which is appended all 
the original signatures is now in this country. 
Wo have examined it, and so have scores of re. 
speetable gentlemen who will attest to the truth 
of what we say. No name is erased from it, nor 
has any request or order been received from either 
of the signers, (or from anyone professedly op 
their behalf,) either to erase a name, or express a 
dissent. The signature of "William Wilber- 
Force" stands in a bold and firm hand. No man, 
unless it be E. Cresson, has denied that it is his 
real signature, written by himself It was placed 
in the hands of Mr. Garrison, with all the signa- 
tures, before he was apprized that such a measure 
wis in progress. The charge of forgery, if it were 
made, would be made on distinguished British Ab- 
olitionists. 



that 



It is said, and cannot bo disproved, 
Mr. Wiiberforco was in his usual health at 



the time of signing it, and was moving abroad for 
iome time afterwards. — To this statement I affix 
intf stgnature, which is not a " pretended" one, 
and I hereby challenge Elliot Cresson and all the 11 representation 

L°I on i z ?A Ionists on ea ^„HiTO v i^iLl^ TO llhad the sagacity to discover that there is no 



and Annual Reports, the spell was broken ; the 
Immediatists of Great Britain saw through the 
trick, and the result was a spontaneous protest 
signed by Wilberforce and his compeers, resist- 
less as a thunderbolt, and burning with the in- 
dignation of men who felt themselves to have 
been deceived. Mr. Clarkson was prevented 
from signing it, only by having committed him- 
self to a perfect neutrality at an earlier stage 
of the development. It is to this storm of op- 
position that we owe the presence of Mr. Cres- 
son in this country. He first took shelter un- 
der the gracious smiles of the Duke of Sussex 
and Lord Bexly, by whose munificence he was 
presented with a ^and castle of moonshine, 
by the name of the British African Coloniza- 
tion Society. But even in this, he was not safe 
from the impertinence of such matter-of-fact 
people as Charles Stuart, Fowell Buxton, Dan- 
iel O'Connell and the Jike ; he therefore pru- 
dently took ship for his native land. 

It should not be omitted to the credit of Mr. 
Cresson's gratitude, that he has not forgotten 
his benefactors, but has sought for their names 
the distinguished honor of being enrolled on 
the Society's list of Vice Presidents. Can any 
one tell us why he has been unsuccessful in this 
laudable effort. 

We shall have something to say of Mr. Ba- 
con by and by. His public speech dissuades 
further expense in sending out emigrants, and 
with a sort of Hibernian logic admits that the 
Society has given good grounds for the "mis* 

Mr. Bacon has 



fiere written. 



New-York, Feb. 1, 1834," 



WILLIAM GOODELL. 
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satisfied of this if he wil 
ished in the Boston Recor 
i the Repository. 
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use in keeping a "secret" that every body 
knows ; and he accordingly concedes a great 
variety of facts which would otherwise be kept 
close. 

Rev. Br, Spring labored to show his South- 
ern brethren that they might have confidence 
in the co-operation of the ministers of the North. 
They were not becoming abolitionists so rapid- 
ly as was supposed. In proof of this he refer- 



red to the vote or tne ueneral Assembly at its 
meeting' last spring, in favor of the Colonization 
Society. He might have said further, that the 
committee of the General Assembly whose bu- 
siness it became to distribute to the members a 
quantity of abolition pamphlets sent on from 
New-York took upon themselves the responsi- 
bility of using them for u waste paper/ 5 This 
certainly showed a willingness, at that time, to 
"co-operate" with slave holders. The inferen- 
ces derivable from Dr. Spring's facts, remind 
us of one which he drew on another occasion, 
when he said, " My confidence in the Coloni- 
zation Society will never be shaken so long as 
I retain the memory of Samuel J, Mills ! !"* 

In regard to the vote in favor of Colonization, 
the Dr. says, " The same is true of the repre- 
sentative bodies of other denominations." We 



ing of heaven descending, and the wis© and gopd 
of all nations smiling upon it, all at onco the ob* 
jectf of the society, its friends and its patrons are 
denounced, and its plans declared to be a scheme 
of heartless cupidity, Injurious to the people of 
color, and obstructing the progress of freedom*" 

This last sentence sounds strangely in juxta- 
position with one which we have already quoted 
from his subsequent speech. He then said, 

were holding ourselves out to the 

iber of etnj. 



do not know that the Pastoral Association of 
Massachusetts would be regarded as such a 
body, but we well remember that at its meeting 
last spring in Boston the Rev. Mr. Plummer, of 
Virginia, delivered before it a large mass of pro- 
slavery cant in behalf of the Colonization So- 
ciety, But no commendatory resolution was 
proposed, and the Association adjourned with- 
out loss of time. We presume this was con- 
sidered a matte* of prudenc inasmuch as a 
number of ministers were taking notes, and, if 
there was any truth in the glistening of their 
jfcyes, they would have dissected the Rev. advo- 
cate of slavery to the minutest fibre, if they 
had been permitted to get at him. We have 
understood that some other ecclesiastical bodies 
that have met more recently, have failed to pass 
the vote of commendation. We trust in God 
that there are hundreds of ministers now in the 
land who would sooner have their tongues 
cleave to the roof of their mouths, than they 
would say with Dr. Spring, " You cannot elevate 



the negro Aere, hut you can in Africa." 

The Hon* Theodore Fuelinghuyben, made 



$a speech at Jhe public meeting, which, as a 
.specimen of colonization logic, deserves a se- 
parate review, 
.merit in a passing notice. 



« While 

public, as able to transport any 
grants for $30 each, and that the colony was pros* 
perous, and the emigrants thriving and happy, 

THESE DISCLOSURES CAME UPON US ! V* 

What disclosures? Why, that the colony is 
in a wretched state, both as to its physical re- 
sources and its morals, and the society bankrupt 
to the amount of $40,000 ! As Mr. Frelinghuy- 
sen has probably been too busily engaged to 
w?:tch the progress of the colonization contro- 
versy, these disclosures, perhaps, had not come 
to his knowledge, when he delivered his first 
speech, for if they had, they certainly would have 
saved him some of hie arguments as well as a 
great deal of his fine rhetoric. As it is, they will 
save us the necessity of much reply. For cu- 
riosity's sake we must hold up a few paragraph's 
of this florid eloquence in the light of facte. 

41 1 beg now that we may go back to first prin- 
ciples, and see whether there is any ground for all 
this. I would treat our foes charitably. But let 
us re examine our institution and its original de- 
sign, and see whether there is any thing in it, that 
ought to provoke the frowns either of heaven or 
of qur fellow.men. We owe it to ourselves not 
to remain silent spectators while this wildfire is 
running its course 

men to interpose and save them and their country 
from the fatal effects of their mad speculations. 

" The objection is clamorously urged against us, 
tnd we find it even imported from abroad, in the 
shape of a British Protest, that the society is an i 
1 obstruction to liberty. But what will be thought ; 
of this objection, when it is understood that a ma- 
jority of that happy company whom you have 
planted on the shores of Africa, are liberated 
slaves, emancipated by Southern masters for the 
purpose of breathing the pufe airof liberty ? Yet 
this wild spirit of fanaticism denounces the colo- 
ny as an obstruction to liberty. 



We owe it to these misguided 



r 

I- 



But there is another objection still more 6 1 range. 
It is said that persuading these men, who are here 
writhing under our scorn, to eeek themselves a 
w . new home in Africa, is an invasion of their righfe. 

We can do no justice to its { All this is the mere effusion of a sickly sensibility, 
r notice. I Why should it be such a terrible thing to advke or 

aid men in seeking & new home ? 
earth 



•* We have reached a peculiarly interesting pe- 
riod in the history of the Colonization Society. It 
has struggled through its early difficulties, it has 
•outlived the scorn of its first years, when we find 
it is assailed by new and unexpected prejudices, 
and many of ifs wounds are received in the house 
of its friends* After the most unexampled pros- 
perity and when the colony hae come up in advance 
*tf our most sanguine expectations, with the bless. 



The whole 

is moved by this principle of colonization, ' 
Ever since the father of the faithful left his n&tito i 
Ur of the Chaldeans, emigration has become on® 
of the established habits of mankind. The bro- 
ken fragments of the Roman empire were colo- 
nized from the Northern hive* What are we hem f - 
to-night, but living proofs of the benefit of colo- Io- 
nization ? Whence are these 15 millions of free | 
and ehliirhtsned people ? whence I 



* At the Masonic Haii, in -New- York, last June* il erections 




-A 



CO tOJCIS ATIO N SOCIETY . 



* 



!§ 



and towns, this wido gproad empire, and ali these *\ case requires ! /" Keally this is a pretty site&tioa 

"blessed fruits of Siberty ? I eeo in this audience 
around me many respected colonists, who in for- 

lefl the graves of their fathers and 



society 



nter year 

struck their course to the great Western 
and having there assisted in training up those love 



i 

i 

i 



country to gather up the contributions of th© 
benevolent,-— the mites of the widows and 
phans ! No responsibility, foffeooth ! 

knows what becomes of th& 



or- 

And of 



ly sisters of the confederacy, they have now co^ne!^^f^5 6e t , wr* 0< ^ c l v *• 

hither to mingle their counsels with ours for the il ****** confess we have for some turn 

welfare of the whole. The whole Atlantic dope, thought the society a swindling ^concern, but wo 
from the sea coast to the mountains, is at this mo- 1! P"dly dared to whisper it, for fear of impeach- 

mor» f nliuA wtlli <*n1f\ni*ia utltn « t>o *U« |1 IT'Sf ifi TTOOd men/' 



land of premise, to gather the grapes of Eshcol. 
And yet, barely to invite these degraded, whom 
circumstances have kept down, and will still keep 
down, to go home to the land of their fathers, is 
denounced as cruel, oppression. 

Strange that there should be none of the " pure 
air of liberty" fit for a black man to breathe, 
nearer to us than the coast of Africa ! If there is, 
and they really may breathe it here at home, 
then we' say, that a society which holds a con- 
trary doctrine, obstructs libertyc 

" Emigration is one of the established habits 
of mankind," — So is oppression. Does it thence 
follow that we have a right to procure the emi- 
gration of those whom we dislike, by treating j 
them as we would not be treated ourselves ? We 1 
ourselves feel the benefit of colonization. Does 
it thence follow that those are righteous who ex- 
pelled our forefathers from the old world? — Or 
even those who did not expel them, but whenever 
rebuked their persecutors, and were so glad to 
get rid of them that they paid their passage? 



A variety of remedies were suggested, which 
it is of no consequence for us to examine. We 
have no doubt of the mismanagement, but the 
disease is immedicable. Thfe colony is a way» 
ward child which cannot be managed by such a 
parent — a voluntary association made up of poli- 
tics and religion, piety and prejudice, humanity 
and oppression. The society has soared up a 
little way, but the sunshine of truth has melted 
off its waxen wings, and it is now plunging into 
another element. The idea of a benevolent so- 



empire 



g a line of colonies— a 
too absurd even for tl 



guine originators of the scheme. They there- 



May 



If the 



colored people go spontaneously to Africai we 
shall not object ; but thus far they have been 
duped away, and that is what we complain of. I 
It may be, that they do not die faster in Liberia ! 

than they have done in some other colonies : but! " ^ v .* *V* un ^ Baiu » " 11U IUU 7 a f. reoa in , 

tW thL a;» f u nn ,k seeking a new organization, end he 



fore looked to the ultimate interference of Con- 
gress. They intended to try an experiment and 
turn it over into the hands of thp General Go- 
vernment as soon as it should prove itself suc- 
cessful. But, we are now told, that all hope of 
the interference of Congress is at an end. No- 
thing is left, but for tiiose who, have brought this 
precious bantling into the world, to support it aa 
well as they can. 

We should suppose that one of the managers,; 
at least, was convinced of the utter impractica- 
bility of the scheme. ^ 

Rev. R. R. Gurley said, 44 He fully agreed in th? 



then they die faster than they would here 
home, and what right have we to sacrifice human 
life to verify our theory of colonization! 



? 



^ rejoiced in the upion of feeling that was witness- 
ed. He should be able to show that ali tho debt 



And yet Liberia, in 12 years, cheered by no 
royai favor? and sustained by no governmental 
patronage, progressing amid obloquy and scorn 
and indifference, now numbers more than 3,000 j 
happy and redeemed souls, who there enjoy the j 
privileges and hopes of freedom. Not only reli.' 
gion, but history thus sets her seal to the colony. 
Thecr lUse of liberty was never so effectually plead, 
as it is now plead by the colony. That is the 
great beacon of liberty ; tho wondering eyes of 



and all the unnecessary expenditure in Africa, had 
resulted from no individual neglect or mismanage- 
ment, ( ! ! ) BUT FROM THE ABSOLUTS IMPOSE! 81 UTT 

OF DOING WHAT THEY WISHED TO i>0." 

This impracticability of the scheme, now 
fully demonstrated, is the best thing about it* 
If it were within the limit of practicabilities, there 
is prejudice enough in the land to drive it 



redemption of Africa draweth nigh 
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Sad mistake ! How chilling the reality com- 
pared with the picture ! 

From the long and animated debate upon the 
alteration of the constitution, we learn that there 
is « A TOTAL WANT OF RESPONSIBILI- 
TY," on the part of ike Colony audits agents, " to 
the Board of Managers." And that the 



through, cost what it might of toil or woe. 
Bacon mistakes in one point when he say 



built up more for want of efficiency here and 



r. 



Africa, 



be 



And if Skis 



u MEMBERS OF THE BoARB" 



it -.-.-rJ?.. 



nme to spare, to look into the business, and make 
themselves as intimately conversant with it as the 



up any longer." The more efficient they are, the 
more mischief they do; and the more opposition 
will they excite from those who love their eous> 
try and their race. 

[We are obliged to postpone tjie remainder 

We regret 



. , , number 

auvt not 

contains are 



4i 



ore important than any. yet made.— Ed,} 
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A PORTRAIT OF SLAVERY. 

BY A SOUTHERN KAN. 

act the following from an article in 
mber of the African Repository by 



tering excuses, in all parts of the land. And is it 
really so ? If indeed it be j if that " necessity" which 
tolerates this condition be really " unavoidable," in 
iany such sense, that we are constrained for one lao- 
ment, to put off the course of conduct which shall 
most certainly and most effectually subvert a system 
which is utterly indefensible on every correct human 



the Rev. Robert J- Breckenridge. The whole 

article is written with the impetus of a uovverfuh J principle, nn;i utterly abhorrent from every la*' of 
but undisciplined intellect ; and, amidst a wil- i God,~then, indeed, let Ichabod be graven m letters 



derness of clashing statements and crazy meta- 
physics, it bears the impress of honesty. Oc- 
curring as it does in the African Repository, it 
is as wonderful and interesting as a mountain 
would be thrown upon the flat and monotonous 
scenery of Holland. We regret that our limits 
forbid ns to review the article at length, or to 



make more copious extracts. The wnter won- 
derfully misapprehends the views of the aboli- 
tionists in regard to the matter of "amalgama- 
tion" Abolitionism leaves every man to the free 
exercise of his taste, but it denies that any man 
has a right to withhold from another any right 



of terrific light upon our country ! For God can no 
more sanction such perpetual wrong-, than he can 
! cease to be faithful to the glory of his own tin one. 

He who is higher than the highest, will, in His own 
good time and way, break the rod of the oppressor, 
and let all the oppressed go free. He has indeed com- 
manded servants to be obedient to their masters ; and 



it is their bounden duty to be so- We ask not now, 
what the servants were, nor who the masters were. 
It is enough that all masters are commanded to " give 
unto their servants that which is just and equal ?" 
and to what feature of slavery may that description 
apply? Just and equal! what care I, whether my 
| pockets are picked, or the proceeds of my labor are 
' taken from me ? What matters it whether my horse 
is stolen, or the value of him in my labor be taken 



or privilege, to which he may be fairly entitled, jfrom me? Do we talk of violating the rights of mas- 
lest the consequence should be, that he himself ters, and depriving them of their property in their 

or some one else should violate the vresent die- saves ? 



present 

t&te of his taste. Abolit ionists neither encourage 
nor deprecate "amalgamation." It has nothing 
to do with their scheme. Neither the wishes 
nor the necessities of our colored brethren re- 
quire it. If it shall succeed an act of equal 
justice, it will succeed in accordance with the 
taste of every individual concerned; and why 
need any one's taste be horrified at the pros- 
pect? It is the present system of amalgama- 
tion which ought to be dreaded, not that which 
may possibly ensue the establishment of equal 
rights. 



thing in which a man has, or can have, so perfect a 
right of property, as in his own limbs, bones and 
sinews ? Out upon such folly ! The rtiaa wh.o can- 
not see that involuntary domestic slavery, as it exists 
among us, is founded upon the principle of taking by 
force that which is another's, has simply no moral 
sense. 



DONATIONS 

To the American Anti-Slavery Society, received up 
to Feb, 15, 1834: 

Benj C. Bacon, 85; W. L. Garrison, 2; Isa^c 
jKnapp, 2; David Thurston, 1; Jas. Loughhead, 1^ 
;Ei«och Mack, 1.; E. L-.Capron, B; J. M.MeKim. 1 ; 



What, then, is slavery ? for the question relates to1|C. Gillmghaiu, 1 ; Amos A. Ph<nps, 1 ; X). E. Jewitt, 
die action of certain' principles on it, and to its proba- k0,50 ; .Jas- - P. Otis, 1 ; Samuel' J. May, 3 ; C, W. Dcn- 



ble and' i 



pcoiHMr- : f $^t&_$ what i« slavery ns it'exists 1 jisdh, ,2; A. L. Cox, 1 j Nathan Winslow, 5; Thomas 
among us? VVe reply, u is that condition enforced I Shipley, 3; Isaac Winslow, 5; Robt. Purvis, 10 



Isaac Winslow, 5; 

by the laws cf one-half the states of this confederacy,, | Jas" McCrumrnel, 1 ; H. P* Wakefield, 1; J. C. Bar 
in which one portion of the community, called mas- Ibadoes, 1 ; Jos. G'assey, 10; Jos. South wick, 3; Ev- 
tex&th allowed such power over another portion call- j| an Lewis, 0,50; .'no- Parkhurst, 1; Jas. VVhite, 1; 
ed slaves; as, j J. R. Cambell, 2; D. T. Kimball, jr. 5 ; J, Sharp, jr. 

1. To deprive them of the entire earnings of their 5 ; A..Kingsie£, 10 ; J- G. Whittier, 3 ;_John Prentiss, 
own labor, except only m much as is necessary to * " ~ * 
continue labor itself, by continuing healthful exist- 
ence, thus committing clear robbery ; 

2. To raluce them to the necessity of universal con- ij Friend in Philadelphia" 500; Students of theW.R. 
cubinage, by denving to them the civil rights of mar- ;n ^ ,]orr " 9Q * R p n T - *>• Tnohnn 
riase ; thus breaking up the dearest relations of life, 
and encouraging universal prostitution; 

3. To deprive them of the means and opportunities 
of moral and intellectual culture, in many states mak- 
ing it a high penal offence to teach them to read ; 
thus perpetuating whatever of evil there is that pro- 
coeds from l^noranc 



1 ; Levi SutliffJ 1 ; Milton Sutliff, 1 ; B. Fussel, 1 ; S. 
S. Jocelyn, 1 ; Jas. Mott, 5 ; D. Cambell, 1 ; Beriah 
Green, 1; E. Wright, jr. 1; John Rankin, 100; A 
Friend in Philadelphia, 500; Students of the W. R. 
College, 28; E. P. Atlee, 5; D. L. Child. 2; Joshua 
Coffin, 1 ; No. 3. 0,50. W. GREEN, Jr. Trees. 
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created like themselves in the image of the Most High 

This is slavery as it is daily exhibited in every slave 
state. This is that " dreadful but unavoidable neces- 



sity," for which you may hear so many mouths ut 
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

* At the Anti-Slavery office, No. 130 Nassau-street, Neic-York 
STROUD'S SKETCH OF THE LAWS RELATING TO SLAVERY 

In the several Stales of the United States of America, 

An admirable exposition of matters of fact, adapted to enlighten those who condemn 
slavery only in the "attract." We beg of our fellow-citizens to procure this wbrk 
and read it," that they may know for themselves what monKrous iniquity has been coij- 
cocted by a dozen legislatures of honorable thieves and robbers! Price 40 cents 
per copy. 

RANKIN'S LETTERS ON SLAVERY- 

An exhibition of facts and arguments by a Presbyterian clergyman who formerly 
resided at the South, addressed to his brother, a slave-holder in Virginia. Price 25 
cents per copy. 



ANTI-SLAVERY PAMPHLETS, 

SPEECHES at'the celebrated Anti-Colonization meeting at Exeter Hall, London. 
By William Lloyd . Garrison, Rev. Nathaniel Paul, Daniel 0 : Connell 9 Esq. J. S. 
Buckingham, Esq. Mr. Hunt, Rev. Mr. Abrahams^ Geo. ^Thompson, Esq. &c. Priea 
$8 00 per hundred. 

First Annual Report of the New-England Anti-Slave rt- Society. A docu- 
ment which will not bo out of date till the last fetter is broken. Price $3 00 per 
hundred. 

The Despotism of Freedom:. A speech by David Lee Child, showing be- 
yond contradiction that the t}^ranny and cruelty of American Republican slave-holders, 
is the worst in the world. Price 88 00 per hundred. 

The Anti-Slavekv Repoimvr, 
No. 1. Prejudice Vincible. 

No. 2. Three months in Jamaica, and Correspondence on the Colonization Society. 
No. 3. Extracts from Clarkson's Thoughts, showing the safety of emancipation. 
No. 4. Justice and Expediency. By J. G. Whittier. 
No. 5. Address of the New-York City Anti-Slavery Society. 

No. 6. Review of Granville Sharp's Law of Retribution. ** Union of Colonization- 
ists and Abolitionists. 13 Character of Pres. Storrs, &c. 

Auxiliary Societies -will be supplied at $2 00 per hundred copies. Payment to be 
made in advance. 
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THE MORAL CHARACTER OF SLAVE-HOLDING. 
If there is any one principle which is 



* 



vital to the Anti-Slavery cause, it is that 
MhAve-holi>ing is a 8iN,— that it is essen- 
tially mats-stbalxng, — that it is the highest 
act of piracy upon human rights- If we 
succeed in convincing this nation that there 
is truth and reason in this high denuncia- 
tion, — if in accordance with this conviction 
we lodge in the hearts of our fellow-citizens 
an abhorrence of slavery deep and irrepres- 

we shall have gained our object — we 
shaVi have removed from our country what 
is commonly confessed to be its foulest stain, 
its sorest evil, its deadliest curse* 

The slavery which we have in view is 
perfectly distinct from family government 
and from legal guardianship. It has nothing 
in comnion with family government, for the 
slaves are not held as such because they 
owe their existence to their masters, nor 
are they held during a limited minority, but 
for life. It is riot a system of guardianship, 
for the pretended wards have never been 
assigned to their masters by any judicial 
tribunal. Theweli known characteristics of 
slavery as it exists in our country are, that 
it subjects to involuntary servitude for life, 
human beings who have never been charged 
with being guilty of any crime ; that it makes 
them the mere property of individuals, from 
infancy to the grave ; that it so utterly sub- 
jects a whole race to the condition of brutes, 
that multitudes of them live scarcely ever 
suspecting that they are men. From the 
extreme ignorance in which slavery has 
kept them, they, in many cases, apparently 
acquiesce in their subserviency. They be- 



mass of the slaves, notwithstanding their 
having been born to such a condition, long 
for liberty, and are held in subjection only 
by the terror of the lash &&d the gibbet. 

Now, taking that which belongs to ano- 
ther, without Tiis consent, is stealing* But 
what belongs to. another, if not his own per- 
son 1 If it be not self evident that a man be- 
longs to himself, it is impossible to prove 
that any thing belongs to him. The propo- 
sition that one man can hold another as his 
property, fundamentally subverts the right 
of property, \dmit it, and you cannot 
prove that any product of human industry is 
the property of the producer, for it does not 
appear that the powers and instruments by 
which he produced, were his own. That 
every man belongs to himself, and that all 
men enter and pass through life under equal 
responsibilities, are axioms, essential to the 
well being of society. Blot them out, and 
distinction of property ceases. The will of 
the strongest takes the place of law,* and 
the human race sinks to the level of brutes. 
The difference then between retaining a 
man in slavery, and any common case of 
stealing is, that in the latter, the thief takes 
a patty in the former, the whole. 

Perhaps it may be considered that the 
word stealing, implies a secrecy in the ab- 
straction of property. The open violation 
of right is denominated robbery. It is not 
very important to decide which of the two 
involves the most guilt. In the common 

* All that prevents the rapacity of slaveholders from 
fastening on whits victims, is tne principle of honor 
avion % thieves* "You are white, say they, "then 



$ome a sort of willing machines. 



jy , J, you are one of us, walk in and share the plunder 
iiut tne \ x wo t0 you if your hue be too dark. 



\ 



When gratuitous, pkme to read and hand it to your neighbor. JpS 
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TKB HO&AL CHARACTER 



apprehension, a distinctive meanness at- f; the man who retains in such bondag 



a 



taches to the formor. The open highway- |j family of slaves. The question is not 



man, who demands the traveler's purse 



j merely, whether the slaves are physically 



with cocked pistol, is considered a deprelas comfortable as they would be if free; 
dator of nobler style than the one who j but whether they are in a condition to de- 
adroitly abstracts the same thing without jvelope the powers which God has given 



notice. And why should not the same dis- 
tinction be made between the African tra- 
der, who at the peril of his life tears the full 
grown prey from a savage shore, and the 
American slaveholder, who safely steals the 



them. God has scattered the gifts of in 

tellect without respect tc rank; or color, or 

race. But upon an enslaved race they are 

bestowed in vain. The man-stealer wages 
war with the plan of God* He bids dark- 



helpless infant, and cunningly contrives to tness when God has bidden light. Had the 



keep it through life ignorant of the theft ? 

If a man withdraws a few dollars from 
the pocket of his neighbor, he is put under 
the face of society as a villain. This is all 
right. God intends that every man shall 



slaves in America been free since the' De- 
claration of Independence, and been par- 
takers with the white population in the pri- 
vileges of education, it is past belief that 
there would not have risen among them 



support himself by his own Jabor = But j many minds of whom this nation would 
what shall we say of him who puts his hand have reason to be proud. Slavery has 
carefully and deliberately over the whole stolen from our couniry all these. What 
existence of his fellow man, and withdraws 
from it all but the bare animal ? Isjie less a 
thief than the. other? If so','it is because he 



more 



But it tmay be said, that we view the 



matter in the "abstract. 



5? 



N 



we are 



holder of a slave can teay that he is not 
robbing his country of more value than his 
own existence has conferred upon it. What 
can repay the world for blotting out the 
light of more than two millions of minds ? 



looking*: at slavery as it takes place every 
day in practice. There is rio subject in 
the world which is less a matter of <; ab- 

We will not say that 



2. 



stract 5 * speculation. 



iJ mr 

that it is practiced by many 



f 



A single slaveholder might do as much 
mischief to his victims, alone, as if sur- 
rounded by thousands. But his example 
slavery in the « abstract might not admit could avail little to sanctify the crime. Pub- 
of a plausible defence ; but all the circum- H c opinion would be against him. He would 
stances under which it exists, in this coun- be abhorred and shunned. But when great 
try, conspire to aggravate its guilt and seal multitudes come into the practice then it is 



its condemnation. 



1. 



fi 



f 



honorable, and over and above committing 
the wicked deed, each must answer for an 



j effectually contagious example. Look at 



Were the crime committed upon scatter- the case of our country. Were 

ed individuals, it would end with their lives, lone slaveholder in it, having but one plan! 
But the practice of enslaving or stealing j tation cultivated by slaves, there would not 
whole families, and handing them down | be another man in the nation who would 
from father to son, gives a sort of eternity Ij not regard him as -a man-stealer, and shua 
to the crime. It thrusts a race out of the j his company and his crime. But now there 
pale of humanity, and subjects them to a; are tens of "thousands of slaveholders— all 
forever deepening degradation. Take a sin J honorable men, and millions of people even 
gle family, enjoying the privileges of free- | in the free states, for this very reason, think 
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dom, and follow it in all its branches down ji that slaveholding, under all the 



through five 



hundred 



rcum 



vears. 



-Into what a I stances of the case, is right, and are ready 
population does it spread ; how many noble i, ! to commit the foul outrage. They in heart 
lives^ does it. embrace ; what an amount of bin the same sin. Who then dares to say 
physical, intellectual, and moral excellence,}! that it is not worse in the sight of God to -go 
docs it bring into being. Such fruits never jj with the multitude to <Io evil, than to go 



brings it 



grow from slavery. The man who lay a\\ alone ? 

his felonious hands upon this family, and! Again, we can easily imagine the case of 

into hereditary bondage, steals j a solitary slaveholder, who should, by kind 
from themselves and ^ the community the ! treatment, make his slaves, in many re- 

The same is done byjjspects, happy. In depriving- them of their 



whole of this value. 
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dulged in by multitudes, an immense and 
fearful amount of violence and torture is the 



h I 



liberty, he is guilty of man-stealing, but not JJ While the heavens are gathering blackness, 
of murder, perhaps not of cruelty. But the and the bolts of divine vengeance are ever 
practice leads to cruelty? and when in- and anon falling, upon the guilty: they per- 

severed in the sin. Well might the Savior 
rebuke this generation as he did that which 
result. Now when a man joins a multitude (slew the last of the prophets. Upon you 
of slaveholders, although he may treat his shall be visited all the stripes, and anguish, 
slaves with all the kindness of which their ((and blood, of the poor Africans, from the. 
condition admits, he adds to his mans teal- 



* 



ing, the crime of upholding by his example 
a system of enormous cruelty. For the ve- 
ry goodness of the man is thrown as a cloak 
of sancity over the whole carcase of abo- 
mination. His negative, righteousness ; 
his not doing- as wickedly as he might, is 

magnified into a plea for the benefit of the 
most outrageous trangressors. Every slave- 
holder, then, over and above his private vi- 
olation of the eternal rule of right* is charg- 
able, under present circumstances, with 
abetting all the sin that grows out of all the 
slavehoidino* around him. 

Moreover, the light shed upon the sub- 
ject of slavery by the extensiveness ef the 
experiment, is incomparably stronger than 
could come from a solitary instance. It is 
true, the slaveholder is not now surrounded 
with the moral influence of public opinion, 
deterring him from the sin, — the pulpit is 
dumb, and no frown of popular indignation 
lights upon him; but he must hear the aw- 
ful voice of God's providence speaking, far 
and near,in insurrection,massacre,and deeds 
of vengeance at which humanity shudders. 
Suppose a solitary slaveholder from behind 
some ridge of the Alleghanies should to-day 
for the first time, learn the horrors involved 
in the slavery of two millions, might he not 
say, if I had known all this I would never 
have held a slave? 

3. It greatly increases the guilt of the pre- 
sent slaveholders 7 that the system has been 
entailkd upon them* 



i 



it bad. 



time your ancestors dragged them from 
their native shores, to the time when you 
yourselves shut up the word of God from^ 
them, and sought to banish from your land 
every vestige of liberty beneath a black ski 

But look again at the presumption with 
which this robbery is justified* With all the,, 
sins of their ancestors voluntarily assumed,^ 
the present slaveholders dare to plead 
the very guilt of their fathers in extenua- 
tion of their own. " We were born slave- 
holders. What shall we do ? We did not! 
introduce the system." They would have 
us believe that because they were regularly ; 
| trained to this business of man-stealiug, they, 
really know no better ! Ah I they mighC 
easily learn better, but " they hate the light 
because their deeds are evil. 5 ' " This,* 
say they, "is a delicate subject. Be it 
known to all who are disposed to intermsd-, 
die, that wo will not be interfered with in' 
our domestic affairs." Carry the case for- 
ward to the last tribunal. The eternal 

r 

Judge charges the oppressor with having 

" In- 

deed," replies the astonished culprit, " my 
father told me that the laborer himself was 

h 

my properly; and 1 knew no better!!" 
" But when -you were told hotter/' the r 
Judge would ask, if we may suppose that 
ho could bear with such contempt of hie 
authority, " Why did you not listen ?" 

Granting, for the sake of argument, the 
ignorance of the slaveholders, what .'does it 
prove but that their system is intolerable? 
Why, it is so bad, that in an age or two it 



I withholden wages from the laborer. 



Their fathers tried the system and found H totally obliterates conscience ; it disables 

They saw clearly that it tended to j me n to dietingnish between their own rights 
brutalize men. The very plea on which J an d the most sacred rights of others. What 
they made the entail was, " these miserable j a horrible thing for society would be $ ays-. 



slaves are unfit to take care of themselves 
But surely, had they boen treated according 
to the precepts of Christianity, since they 
were brought from a heathen shore, they 
would have been elevated to be useful 
members of society. Slavery has added to 



tern of petty larceny, which should, in two 
J or three generations, make the adepts In it 
j really think every thing their own, on which 
they could lay their hands? Just such a 
thing, according, to the favorite plea of 



. % . - its apologists, is slavery in the auiverse 

the ignorance of barbarism the vices of ci*l' 0 f God. 

vilization. 



All this was seen by the sons, 
yet they adopted the sin of- their fathers. 



But really, the plea reverses the 



i decisions of common sense. It assumes 
What knowledge does not increase by expo- 




tfHE MORAL CHARACTER 



riestce ; that each generation is more igno- 
rant than its .predecessor. 

: 4, The guilt of * davenolding is increased 
by being committed according to law.* 

~ A law which consigns a race of men to 
the placo of goods and chattels, mere mer- 
chantable commodities, is the highest insult 
tb that Being whose law is, "Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.'* It sanctions ini- 



lavr is withdrawn, by refusing to hear a co- 



^uity 



He, therefore, who, under protec 



tioh-of such a law, possesses himself of hu- 
man bones and sinews, adds rebellion to in- 
justice. He riot only revolts from God; but 
he joins a standard of revolt. It is a wick- 
ed thing to forsake the post of duty, but it is 
still worse to go over to the marshalled en- 
emy* Moreover, there is a deliberation 
a!bout legalized wickedness which strips it 
of all right to excuse itself by the infirmities 

of human nature. 

Remembering that in our country the 
people make the laws, let us turn to some 
of the laws which pertain to slavery, and 
see if we can estimate the amount of cool, 
determined, calculated wickedness which it 
must require to carry them into practice. 
The tenure by which the slaves are held is 
thus described in the new code of Louisi- 



a 



" A slave is one who is in the power of a 
master to whom he belongs. The master 
may sell him, dispose of his person, his in- 
dustry and his labor : he can do nothing, 
possess nothing, nor acquire any thing but 
what must belong to his master." [Civil 
Code, Art. 35.] 

The following is from the laws of S. Ca- 
rolina: 

<* Slaves shall be deemed, sold, taken, re- 
puted and adjudged in law to be chattels per- 
sonal in the hands of their owners and pos- 
sessors, and their executors, administrators, 
and assigns, to all intents, constructions, 
and purposes whatsoever." [See Stroud's 
Sketch, p. 23.] 

Such is the tenure by which two millions 
of human beings are held and handed down 
from father to son, as though they were 
things without souls. 

Again, see how cruelly the protection of 

* Wo unto them that jmccbee unrighteous decrees, 
end that write grieyousness which they have phe 
ocr i bed ; to turn aside the needy from judgment, 
and to takeaway the sight from ihe poor of my 



lored witness against any wMt 
question in regard to the witness, which 
decides whether he should be heard 9 is not, 
Is he honest, intelligent, credible? but, I& 
he white ? It is not whether he has an open 
heart, but whether he has a fair skin ! In 
Virginia an act of assembly has these words, 
"Any negro, or mulatto, bond or free,, 
shall be a good witness in pleas of the com- 
monwealth, for or against negroes or mu. 
lattos, bond or free, or in civil pleas where- 
free negroes, or mulattos shall alone be par- 
ties, AND IN NO OTHER CASES WHATEVEK." 

Similar laws exist in several other slave 
states, and in one of the free ;* but in the 
slave states where there is no express law 
the same thing is sanctioned by the univer* 
sal practice of the courts. 

The following are a specimen of the 
laws which check the upward tendencies 
of mind in the slave. The Revised Code 



of Virginia hath this enactment, vi 



That 



from his own knowledge 



■i 



and to take away tiie sight irorn itie poor of mv ( • j c j . • * * r 

people, that widows may be their prey, and that they \3 ud Sf necessary for detaining them fr- 
may rob the fatherless! I?a, 10. 1,2. (the like unlawful assemblage in future." 



all meetings or assemblages of slaves or 
free negroes or mulattos mixing and asso- 
ciating with any such slaves at any meet- 
ing house, or houses, or any other place r 
&c. in the night, or at any school or schools 
for teaching them reading or writing ei- 
ther in the day or night, under whatsoever 
pretext, shall be deemed and considered 
an unlawful assembly ; and any justice of 
a county, &c. wherein such assemblage 
shall be, either 
or the information of others, of such un- 
lawful assemblage, Sec. may issue his war- 
rant directed to any sworn officer or offi- 
cers, authorizing him or them to enter the 
house or houses where such unlawful as- 
semblages, &c. may be, for the purpose of 
apprehending or dispersing such slaves, 
and to inflict corporal punishment on the 
offender or offenders at the discretion of 
any justice of the peace, not exceeding 

twenty lashes." 

By the act of South Carolina, " Assem- 
blies of slaves, free negroes, mulattos and 
mestizos/ 7 4 ' for the purpose of menial in- 
struction" are declared to be unlawful, 
" and the r deer dispersing such unlawful 
assemblage, may inflict such corporal pun- 
ishmenty not exceeding twenty lashes, upon 
such slaves, free negroes, &c. as they may 
judge necessary for detaining them from 



J Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with 
Thee, which framcth mischief by a LAW ? Ps. 
3, : 20. 



The following is from a Savannah paper : 



* Ohio f ! ! 
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which any person that teaches any person 



fr 



h 



jected to a fine of thirty dollars for each 
offence ; and every person of color who 
shall keep a school to teach reading or. writ- 
ing is subject to a fine of thirty dollars, or 
to be imprisoned ten days 
thirty-nine lashes ! /" 



5. The guilt of 



d 



w 



liar color. 



man is- given up 
Idingis enhanced 
vd a <race of pecu- 



Under any system of slavery some Indi- 

If these 



viduals must gain then 



liberty 



Thus, is the written revelation not only 



from 



man beings but if any of them by their own 



ded 



they 



to open 
ay, as if 

meddle 



can become incorporated into free society 
their elevation will materially affect th 
rigors of the system. But the slaveholding 
spirit naturally tends to exclude them. 1( 



phy 



JL 



peculiarity; 



it were a profanation for them to 
with letters. Thus have a company of men 



dared 
light anc 
Forsooth 

danger on 



God 7 s 



the cultivation of the 



d 



r 

jrous to their claim of property. 

_ i 

But they tell us they do not shut out the 
aouls of their slaves from heaven. No 
they give them oral instruction ! ! Now, 
we ask seriously what the message of God 
can do, when it comes through mouths 
which daily swallow the unreouited labor 



in the slave it will effect its purpose. The 
complexion and features of the negro race, 
furnish the requisite peculiarity, and arc, 
seized upon by the spirit of slavery as the 
basis of a prejudice against color which 
tends powerfully to support the system* 
Throughout our whole country, men of the 
same complexion and features as the, slave 
are held to be a degraded race, and are 
destined by the customs of society to con- 



h 



poo 



■Such 



abomination in the sight of God ! 
very thing for which His curse has fallen 



d 



its origin m 



fact that it does not exist in Europe, 
can color and features 
man, who is in other respects 



y the 
Afri- 



exclude 



qualified 

either in Great Bri 



It is the tain or on the continent. An ancient his 



Rome 



No 



for the so called pious slaveholders, who 



m 



be good enough for slavery in the abstract, 
but they will not justify any for participat- 
ing in this system of practical soul rob- 
bery. The man who holds slaves, under 
the present system, obeys a law which ex- 
cludes from men the written revelation. 
If we could imagine a system of slavery in 
which the slaves should be instructed and 
made wise, under such a system there might 
be some excuse for the slaveholder. But 
under the present system he is found in the 
ranks of an army of practical rebels against 
the laws of the External. 

It may be said by those unacquainted 
with this subject that these laws are inope- 
rative—the inanimate relics of a darker 

+ 

age. Such is not the fact. It is not to be 
expected that laws for the security of pro- 
perty should grow obsolete except when 
superseded by others for the same purpose, 
Up to this moment these Ik ws have been 
increasing in rigor. They must do so till 
the spell is* broken — till the iniquitous 



torian describes the Ethiopians of Africa 
as having theAvooliest hair of all men, and 
in another passage he speaks of them as 
the most beautiful of all men.* 

We conclude then that the criminality of 
slaveholding is enhanced by selecting vic- 
tims of a different color from ourselves, 
because from that verv circumstance 



d 



they 



tion. 



(5. Oar guilt as a slaveholding nation is 
mightily enhanced by the fact that we have 
trie revelation of God in our hands. 

He who can read the whole Bible and 
suppose that it gives any countenance to, 
holding men contrary to their will, and; 
for no fault, under laws by which they may. 



be sold as beasts, and 
very 




thisi 

ible tc be kepi out of their hands, 
must be strangely blind. There never 
was a book which from one end of it to th.e 
other did so thoroughly cut up all slavery 
bv the roots. 



Ttf$ Ai6 



ptv yap 



Herodotus 



VJL &ec\ 70, 
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Hebrews a system most carefully guarding 

against involuntarily domestic servitude, 

hy the frequent recurrence of days of re- 
lease. 

The New Testament has established a 
commentary upon the divine law, which 
makes slavery a.- much out of place on 
earth as it would be in heaven. It de- 
nounces the heaviest woes upon those who 
"bind heavy burdens," and who keep back 
me waeres of the laborer : and places all 



There 



tr.c Israelites were ever permitted to hold 
any in bondage except such heathens as 
sold themselves. 

And the law made provision against the 
oppression of such slaves, for not only # was 
the jubilee a limit to their servitude, but if 
at any time they embraced the Hebrew 
religion ana were circumcised they were 
to be treated in all respects as Hebrews, or 
if they should flee from their masters, the 



responf 
• btft H 



ity 



a\ • I • * orbade an y Israelite to give them 

d having , If it be asked whv a distinction was n 



To be "more particular, we find in the 
Old Testament code ihe following law. 
w He that stealeth a man and selleth him, 
or if he be found in his hand, he shall 



be 



Com- 



mon sense teaches that this law condemns 
the buyer as well as t'.e seller of a stolen 
mam. All those passages which 
mze the right of one man to the service of 



recog- 



If it be asked why a distinction was made 
between Hebrew and heathen servants, we 
reply, the God against whom the heathen, 
had sinned had a right to punish them as 
he saw fit. He did not please to give them 
an equality with his people while thejr 
retained their idolatry. 



same 



i 
i 



H 



were per- 



another must 
with this law. 

mitted to hold Wl w ,.„ 

trymen for the space of six years, and the 
heathen who dwelt about them till the year 
•of jubilee, when liberty was to be proclaim- 
ed to all the inhabitants of the land! He- 
brew servants were to be treated in all 
cases as if hired. Heathens might be held 
as bond servants. Now, how could the 
Israelites come in possession of these ser- 
vants ? It is inconsistent with the law we 
have quoted, to suppose they could purchase 

them of thoW whose clafm originated in 
frv.u.d. 



has broken down the partition wall 
which separated between Jew and Gentile. 



He has 



mankind Hebre 



i 



id. The following passage throws the 
nrcided light on trie subject. " If thy bro- 
ther that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor 
miil be sold unto thee, thou shalt not com- 
pel him to serve thee as a bond servant: 
* *■ • * Both rhy bond men and thy bond 
maids, which thou 



heath 



shalt luve, shall be of 



are 



d 



maids 



shall, ye buy bond men and bond 
^ " &c: The poor brother spoken of 
in this law plainly sold himself. A subse- 
quent verse, 



using 

o 



this 



very expression, 
takes it for granted that a Hebrew mi>ht 



do 



make 



passa 



The scope of 
" Thou shalt not 



I 



of a Hebrew who sells 
himself to thee on account of h ; s poverty, 
but thou m 



make a bondman of a 



*%ev. 25 : 10. Mai, 23. James 5 : I Mat 7 



* The expression, u and they shall be your bond- 
men forever" may seem to clash with the law of 
jubilee. But the discrepancy is only apparent. The 
emphasis should rest on " they" rather than on "for- 
ever." As much as to say, The law that Heathen 9 
and not Israelites, shall be your bondmen is per- 
petual* The individual heathens who had sold them- 
selves to any Israelite might be retained by him or 
his heirs subject of course to the law of jubilee. But 
the passage furnishes no evidence that the children 
of such persons could be held as bondmen for life 
either by the master or his heirs. 

Calrnet, in speaking of the word " forever" in Deut. 
15; 17, says, " according to the commentators 3 till 
the year of jubilee, for then all slaves, without excep- 
tion, recovered their liberty. The Rabbins add, that 
slaves were set free also at the death of their mas* 
ters, and did not descend to their heirs." 

Says Grotius, on the word "forever," "Dura- 
tionem significat quantum fert materia subjecti." 
Thatis; it signifies as long a duration as the thing* 
spoken of will bear. 

If it should be contended from the silence of Lev. 
25: 46 about the heathen bondman going out at the 
year of jubilee, and from the apparent antithesis of 
that verse with the 40th, that he did nc»t come under 
the law of release, even all this may be admitted 
without materially weakening the force of the argu- 
ment. There is still no evidence that a man could be 
made a bondman except by his own consent, or that 
he could be sold without his own consent, or that 
his children could be held cs slaves for life. But wo 
npprehend the reason why the jubilee is mentioned 
in one case and not in the other, is, that the Hebrew 
servant on the arrival of the year of jubilee was 
in duty bound to return to his patrimonial possession 
so that his family might not be lost in Israel, while 
the heathen bondman was at liberty to do as he 
pleased. 



The mere silence of one passage is not suf- 
ficient to restrict the unqualified command, " Ye shall 
proclaim liberty throughout the land, to all the inha- 
bit ants thereof." Indeed so ftr as personal liberty is 
concerned we do not see how this cculd apply to any 
ji other than heathen bondmen, for no others were in 
12. *fact t& be deprived of it. See L«v. 25 ; 39. 



i? 
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as 



gard to their treatment of each other in jj knowledge. But the prophets eye discov- 
thesa respects. 

But suppose we should grant to profess- 
ed Christians the same superiority over 
pagans, which the Hebrews enjoyed in re- 
gard to the neighboring nations. Would 
the planters hold their slaves by the He- 
brew laws ? First, they must release all 
those who had not within fifty years sold 
themselves or consented to serve as bond- 
men on certain conditions. Next, they 
must not hold as a bondman any professor 
of . the Christian religion. Again, a 
to the parent could give no 



ered under ail this sanctity "the fist of 
wickedness/' and he commands them in the 
name of the Lord, instead of 41 bowing the 
head like a bulrush, 7 ' to u loose the bands of 
wickedness" — to " undo the heavy burdens, 

to 

What! brkak the 



to let the oppressed go free" — yea 
erak every 
yokes ? 



yoke." 



old 



right 



during the child's 



right 
to the 

child except by the consent of the parent 

minority. And again, 
the master could not sell his bond man 
without his consent. And after all, if the 
bondman should flee from his master to 
the protection of some of oar northen states, 
it would not be lawful for us to yield him 
up to his master. We confidently ask the 
slaveholders of the south, Will you adopt 
the Hebrew slave laws, instead of those 
which you yourselves have framed for the 
security of what you call your domestic 
relations ? If you will, we promise not to 
trouble you further with our sort of aboli- 
tion. 

But the jealousy with which human 
rights are guarded in the word of God is 
obvious from the whole tenor of the Old 
Testament history as well as the prophe- 
cies. Oppression was the sin which fre- 



the yokes entailed" upon 
the present generation?- — turn loose an ig- 
norant and degraded population? — eman- 
cipate all the slaves at once, " without re- 
gard to consequences ?" Yes, and the pro- 
phet tells us what will be the consequences. 

u THEN SHALL THY LIGHT BUEAK FORTH 



as the morning, and thy health shall 
spring forth speedily." "Then shalt thou 



call and the Lord shall answer," 



Si 



If thou 



takeaway from the midst of the^ the yoke, 
and the putting forth of the finger [let the 
people of the North mind that! and speak- 
ing vanity, * * * * then shall thy 

rise in obscurity, and thy darkness 



light 



shall be^ as noon-day" Aye, "and they 
that shall be of thee shall build the old 



waste places" Let the slave holders look 
round upon their desolate fields and decay- 
ed 

member this. 



habitations and ruinous towns, and re- 



But we must hasten to the New Testa- 



ment. 



The doctrine of human rights there 



quently brought 



down the Divine wrath 



upon the nations — Jews as well as Gentiles. 
The Jews themselves were devoted to de- 
struction because they would not observe 
the humane limitation of their law in re- 
gard to the servitude of their brethren. Jer. 
34: 17. 



inculcated is irreconcilably opposed to the 
whole system of laws by which American 
slavery is continued. u Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself," says the Divine 
expounder of the moral law. 44 Thou may- 
est scourge thy neighbor, for no fault, on 
the bare back as long as thoif pleasest, pro- 
vided life be not taken nor limb broken," 
says the American slave law — "Aye, and 
take life too, if no white man see thee!" 

u Whatsoever ye would that men should 
dekto you, do ye even so to them," says the 

Yes, the slave holder replies, I will 
do to my slave as I would wish my slave 
to do to me if he were the master and I the 
slave. The command was not intendeds 
may be their prey, and that they may roh\\ destroy the relation of master and slave, 
the fatherless!" If this does not describe h u t merely U regulate the relative duties. 

And any robber, whatever, might as well 
say the same. Common sense exclaim 



"Woe unto them that decree 



unright- 



eous decrees," says the prophet Isaiah, 
"and that write grievousness which they 
have prescribed; to turn aside the needy 
from judgment, and to take away the right 
from the poor of my people that widows 



Savior. 



the slave-holders of the present day, it is 
impossible to describe them. 

Isaiah, in his 58th chapter, utters the | u If / were retained as a slave, 
most terrible denunciation against the house \\ property, under any treatment, 



s 



of Jacob. What was their sin ? Had they j 
forsaken the worship of God ? No. They 
&at©d abundantly, and afflicted their souls, 

woad«$d that God did not sea nor take § can ricted of crime, upon earth, then, for any 



a piece oj 
I should 

think myself injured, therefore I will not 
hold a slave." If the golden rule does 
not forbid the enslavement of men, un- 
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law there 



th 



th 



slavery in heaven 



may 



;not blasphemed." The apostle settles^ 



the infernal ap-Bquestion of right here ; hut urges 



paratus for extorting reluctant labor may 
be there too ! ! It is not in the power of 
language human or divine to express a 



stronger moral guarantee of 

the golden rule. 

Dees the N^w Testament any where 
command the involuntary servant to obey 
his master, because the latter has a right 
to his services, or a property in him ? Never. 
It commands the endurance of injuries for 
the gospel's sake. But it enjoins upon all 
masters to give unto their servants that 
which is just and equal. It counsels 



even to the sacrifice of personal ri 
the gospel may not be hindered. 



Ami 

tbesn 



not despiso them because they are brethren, 
but rather do them service."'' And why? 
Because the masters could if they pleased 
compel their services ? No ; but because 
they are faithful and beloved, partakers of 



the benefit. 



pologists 



sin are 



mistaken in their text. It is as much as if 
the apostle had said, " Bondmen, when your 
masters become Christians you will be freed 
from compulsion of course, but do not on 
slaves to use their liberty, if they can [j that account withdraw from their business, 

but rather still continue to do them service 
from Christian love,* They are « faithful,*' 



get it. 



The apostle Paul was so confident that 
Philemon, who had doubtless been convert- 
ed during* the absence of his slave Onesi- 



mus, 



make the latter a free ma 



his return, that he sent back Onesirnus to 
him for the very purpose of giving Phile- 
mon the pleasure of manumiting him vol- 
untarily. He exhorts Philemon to receive 
Onesirnus, not as a servant, but as a brother 



Lord. 



And this he does for love's sake, though if 
he had pleased he might have commanded 
it as a matter of right* With all the cour- 

o t q - .- — ___ __ _. ^ ^ 

tesy which the apostle shows to this con- jnor be taught to read one of their epistles f 

~ " churches planted by 



and you will not be losers. 

But it is said, " Christ and his apbstles 
did not preach the immediate abolition of 
slavery ; they left the gospel to work its way 
against slavery silently and gradually." In 
reply to this we have but to ask one or two 
questions. 

Was one sixth part of the Jewish nation 
held by the rest as mere merchantable stock 
when Christ appeared? Did the apostles 
travel in any country where half the people 
might not assemble to hear them preach, 



verted 

cognition of the right of the slave to his I them, in their day contain member 



who 



is as " unprofitable" as it is wrong. What 
would an American slaveholder say upon 
receiving such a letter by the hand of a 
runaway slave ? Would he not think it an 
officious meddling with the <4 delicate ques- 
tion ?" Would he not he very likely to de- 
stroy the incendiary letter, call the writer a 
fool for his pains, and after flogging Onesi- 
rnus, in terrorem,sell him to the speculators, 



having kept them ignorant of letters accord- 
ing to law ? If this was not the case, then it 
is plain why they spent their main force up- 
on the prominent sins of their time, leaving 
us to apply the great principles of the mo- 
ral law, which they had inculcated in gene- 
ral terms, to the abolition of American sla- 
very. 

* Let it be understood that we have not a word of 
j censure for those masters who disavow compulsion, 
and merely receive the service of those who obey the 
precept of the Apostle. Such masters may be pretty 
well known from their not having overfittrs l arrneS 
p with pistol dirks, whips&c* and from their not u#in& 
under, {any thing of that kind the3nselveg. They never s<£ 

stand, of course,! count their own masters i £ erti8e for r ? naw *>yB ; nor raise money by Belling off 

- - ,J 1 human stock to the speculators. 



new notions ? 



poil 



But the slaveholders refer us to 1 Tim, 6 : 
I. The apostle there seys, and so say we, 
" Let as many servants as are under the 

[si 



worthy of all honor." And why? Because 



A caviller may perhaps say, " Your reasoning here 



have a right to it ? No,-— mark the reason 



another 

I place he says, *If thou mayeat be made free ; use it 
lt , Al _ - ?4 j-* ' \ , , . , . _ 1 rather.' Not at all : for the service of a Christian 

" that the nam* of Ixod and ins doctrine be ; master for love's mk* is using liberty. But tite 

^ -v— r j Apostle referred io another sort of masters; and bf 

rd dvB*ov f which is rendered convenient, Phil, comparing the two text* we team that servants w«w 
^ht properly be rendered right, as will appear { faithfully io aerve their master* till they cdtfid<&$£& 
compawn# Eph. 6 ; 4, and Col. 3 : 18. where t he b their freedom of whfch tbfcy wert ttttfr & ttfttS 



a&me wcrd oceura. 



Ito«, 



OP SLAVE-HOLDING 



<3$ 



But what if Clirist and his apos 
on earth now ? Would they apol 
slaveholders ? Would they pre 
ly? Would they shun the wrongs and woes 
of two millions of oppressed brethren, as a 
subject " too delicate" for public discussion? 
Would thev talk about a alaveholdiriff, cast- 



ijtory 



W 



it truly, that 



tyr w ^ _ 

God designed men to govern themselves. 
But there is nothing which does bo much 

thwart this purpose, there is nothing 

which brings so much scorn upon our in- 
stitutions, us our hypocrisy in holding 
slaves. We are a scandal to the cause of 



loving prejudice as being beyond the power republicanism, and unless we repent and 
of the gospel to correct ? Those ministers j reform, we shall ruin the noble experiment 
of the gospel who do not cry aloud against ^ 
the injustice that is done to their colored 
brethren^ both at the North and at the 



which God has entrusted us to make, 
we shall prove traitors to the high hopes of 
a tyrant ridden world. 



whole 



W 



h i 



' L 



would riot be censorious, but we must call 
their attention to the curse of the compas- 
sionate Savior upon those who tithed mint 
and cummin and all manner of herbs, and 
neglected the weightier matters of justice, 
mercy, and faith. The Bible has turned 
the darkness in which the Savior found the 
world into noon -day. There is no hiding 
place now for oppression. The rights ef 



South, and who refuse to pray for them j] The history of our diplomacy shows, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, we must say, do {that we have not only trodden down ih© 

rights of our colored brethren at home ? 
but we have thrown obstacles in the way 
of their liberty abroad. We refused to re- 
cognize the independence of Hayti, for no 
reason but that its inhabitants are m.Acm ; 
and hence, a recognition of their nationality 9 
might have a bearing upon " the delicate 
question !" We have frowned upon th« 
rising republics of the South, because they 
freed their slaves ! Ah! we could forgive 



man are written upon the broad firmament (them any fault but that ! Their consistency 
in sun beams. He who can make mer. I with their principles has turned our bro- 
chandize of his brother, at this time of day, jtherly kindness into vinegar and gall. In- 
deals murderously with his conscience, [ stead of welcoming them to the floor of na- 
He who can plead scripture for the deed, jj lions, with open hand and outstretched arm, 
mocks Jehovah, and impudently flings bad - — 

His commandments in His face ! otherwise have been proud to do, we shrunk 

7. We are the more guilty in our slave* back and aped the prudishness of "majesty" 



in 



the sight of all Europe, as we should 



holding for being 

We declared most solemnly when our 
political liberty w as at stake, " that all men 
are created equal ; that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights ; that among these are life, liberty, I emancipation 

and the pursuit of happiness. 5 ' We take 



and were only drawn along to a recogni- 
tion in the wake of royal England, by a 
consideration of dollars and cents ! ! Alas \ 
for the chivalry of Bolivar ! It was tar- 
nished with the vulgar humanity of negro 



glory to ourselves among the nations for 
this declaration. But the more than half 
a million of slaves that then existed re- 
ceived not the benefit of it. They have 
given birth to two millwns y and we as a na 
tion have grown rich, and in a degree by 
their unrecompensed toil. We 
of our declaration 



8. All excuse is 



si n. 



emancipation, 



our 




been tried in various instances and on large 

of nien, has uniformly been found to 




Our limits forbid us to enlarge on 



point 



Honest men believe that honesty 



is the best policy. But the common run of 
of inalienable rights,!! politicians have inverted the maxim* With 
and hold it up as self evident truth—in re. j them, policy is the best honesty. Whete 



how it will 



gfet 

must stop, of course, to inquire 
tflfect their own interests.* Afld 



gard to ourselves, to the least iota. But still 
when the bondman pleads it, we begin to 
make exceptions, — we stammer, — we pre- 
varicate,- — we play the hypocrite ! The 

wrongs which we daily perpetrate upon] Jj* ^St'm^U It (* 

colored Americans, are incomparably great- j the property c£ which an set of abolition would«J#- 
erlhari those, to redress winch, our falhers I prive them. 



with swords in thfcir hands 



pretence of property is a<nn t obviouilr tk$re 

, . , can be no compensation dus. If any individual 
DUt With YlC- lUhiD should arrow out of ui act ef full juatiea to «& 



r 



4 
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*f the prospect should not be flattering in§ obstacles to emancipation — obstacles creat- 
that direction, they forthwith see a multi-j ed and sustained by the slaveholder.! them, 
ttide of evil consequences, like hungry selves. How docs it operate t By trans- 
Hons, in the way. The moment that the porting those who are already free, or such 
equitable disenthralment of two millions of I slaves us the masters may please to send 
slaves is spoken of, they see visions of pil-jl across the Atlantic, — an operation which 
fage and murder, bloody bones and mangled 
©arcases, from one end of the land to the 



they themselves confess is adapted to give 
strength and permanence to the system of 



other. Wild anarchy and grisly famine, j slavery by removing the principal distur- 
stalk together over the ruins ©f our great-! hers of it.* At the same time they " hope" 
ness. And all this from the simple fact of j that the planters will become so much 
restoring to a portion of the people their j enamored of the scheme, as to carry it be- 
"inalienable right" to be governed by £/r-e| yond the stage at which it will only strenth 



same laws as the red 

It is enough to say that not a solitary fact 
in the history of the past goes to warrant 
any such frightful apprehensions. This 

seen by those who will take the 
trouble,, to examine the publications of the 



may be 



en slavery — that they will even manumit 
the entire mass of their slaves, gradually, 
and permit them to be sent out of the coun- 
try ! ! In seventeen years, by this plan, as 
many slaves have been transported to Afri- 
ca as are born in two or three days ; and 



rarious anti-slavery societies of England [hence it is thought to be a very practicable 



and America, and especially a pamphlet by 
Thomas Clarkson, giving a 1 
the cases that have occurred. 



of all 



9. 



if 



the very remedy, which has been proposed 



The whole community has become so 



steeped to the core in this iniquity, that 
many who would reform it, dare not speak 
against it in audible tones. Some reform- 
ers of this stamp, a few years ago, cast 
about for the best plan of operations for the 
removal of slavery. They hit upon one 
which has been quite popular. And what 
does it amount to ? A plan for avoiding the 

slave, we say the people ought to relieve it, and for 
this purpose should be taxed in proportion to their 
share of ihc plunder. Por ourselves we are willing 
to pay more than our share But in al! honesty, let 
ibe slave's claim be settled first. Let the booty be 
restored to its true owner and let the- ^principle of 
** honor among thieves" do its work afterwards- We 
protest against putting a concession to the slavehold- 
er's claim of compensation in the fore-front of our 
moral attack upon slavery. The impiety of hiring 
sinners to repent is only equalled by its absurdity. 
To those whose minds are troubled with the claim of 
eompensaiioTiy we would recommend the following 
illustration, borrowed from a British abolitionist: — 
H Suppose now, that an Irish pauper, in the days 
when Irishmen worked their horses by the tails* had 
boen interfered with by the parish officers with a 
view to put an end to his barbarous practice, and had 
answered, ' If your honors stop my allowance till I 
give over working my horee by the tail, I hope you 
mean to pay me what I gave for him, and allow me 
to work him in harness besides.* This is a fair state- 
ment of tho compensation proposal. Every body 
knows, that what they demand to be paid for, is the 
mere pleasure of working by the tail ; it is e imply the 
gratification of those evil lusts a»d passions, which 

MX be gratified nnder a system of slavery, and can- 
not fee gtatilie^ m well under a system of free 



plan ! Nothing but a blinding and wicked 
prejudice against the people of color, could 
hide the absurd and false assumptions of this 
scheme. 

1. It is not true that the residence of tho 
free blacks here is an obstacle to emancipa- 
tion. There are, it is true, penalties at- 
tached to emancipation in many of the 
states, and colonization, it is said, enables 
those who are so disposed to evade these 
laws. But will a majority of the people 
who make the law, enter into any scheme 
to evade the law ? 

2. The liberation of slaves on condition 
of going to Liberiu, is not emancipation but 

exile, 

3. The transportation of a part will ire- 
vitably make those who remain more valu- 
able, of course the masters will be less dis- 
posed to spare them, 

4. To reduce the mass of the slaves, 
more than the annual increase must be ta- 
ken off, but this would be certain ruin to 
the colony. Indeed we may say on the 
best authority, that the removal of one out of 
one hundred of the annual increase for the 
last year or two, has ruined the colony al- 
ready, if that may be said to be ruined which 
had never been established except in ima- 
gination. 

5. The scheme contemplates no agita- 
tion of the " delicate question- ? of slavery, 
hence, 

6. It uses no moial influence against the 



See African Repository, Vol. I. page 227 and 
B-eport Archers Speech. 
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system, so that slaveholders may patronize | Who^is it that inquires what^/a« we pro. 
it, if they please, altogether to promote sla- 



Has he warm 



very 



Thus it becon: ss, at best, a plan for blood in his veins ? Has 



ry 



or rather of black staves, — or more proper- ! thousand tongues— the very stones of the 



human in him ? Natu 



street cry out— ABOI4SH THE SYS. 



* 7. It undertakes to unite the very ele- TEM ! CEASE TO STEAL THE IM 
ments of discord, without changing their AGE OF GOD ! Let us join the chorus, 
character,— to compromise the most oppo- —that is all,— let us join the mighty cho- 
sito principles. It yokes philanthropists rus, till the nerves of the oppressor tremble, 
and slaveholders to the same car. The lat- i till his grasp relax from the throat of our 



ter wish to draw it moderately ; the former jj BROTHER, 
will have worked in vain, if they dc not run 
Lway with it ; but practically the car is not 
likely to be drawn fast enough for the pur- 
pose even of the^slaveholder, 

8* The action of the plan upon the free 
is altogether uncalled for, and is regarded 
by them as cruel and abusive. 

What can be stronger proof of the deep 
and deadly taint of slavery throughout this 
nation, than the popularity of such a plan ? 
and the universal justification of it on thej^ the 



FROM 



SOUTH WES 



ground that our prejudices against the co- 
lored race are too strong ever to be con- 
quered ? 

We have not brought into view the pre- 



TO MR. TAPPAN- 

LETTER I. 

Natchez, 1833. 

So I returned, and considered all tht 
I oppressions that are done under the sun: 

tears of suck as were op- 
vy had no comforter ; and 
their oppressors there was 



power; b 
It has 

cam.? to the south west ( 
have been told from month to 



forte 



been almost four years since I 



and although I 



pulaiion will evangelize and civilize Afri- 
ca. If there be any force in this plea for 
colonization, it shows still more clearly our 
wickedness in trampling down here not on- 
ly human beings, but the very salt of the 
human race — men who are qualified for the 
grandest moral achievements. 

Finally, if our view of this subject be cor- 
rect, whatever may be said of slavery in 
the abstract^ or of slavery as it existed in 
ancient times, or as it may exist in any sup. 



that 

tence that the removal of our colored po- I should soon wear off my northern preju- 
dices, and probably have slaves of my own; 
yet my judgment in regard to oppression, 
or my* prejudices, if any are pleased so to 
call them, remain with me still. I judge 
still from those principles which were fixed 
in my mind at the north : and a residence 
at the south, has not enabled me so to 
pervert truth, as to make injustice appear 
{justice. 

I have studied the state of things here, 
now for years, coolly and deliberately, with 



posable case, slavery, as it actually does ex- the eye of an uninterested looker on; and 
ist, in republican, Christian America, is a hence I may not be altogether unprepared 
soul murdering sin ; — it is the consumma- j to state to you some facts, and to draw con- 



tion of all that is atrocious and cruel and 
mean in the violation of human rights ! It 
is not a thing to be treated " delicately," to 
be kept out of sight, to be nursed with apo- 
logies, and pruned with expedients. It is 



H 



elusions from them, 

Permit me then to relate what I have 
seen, and do not imagine that these are all 
exceptions to the general treatment ; but 
rather believe that thousands of cruelties 



tyranny, fierce and relentless, not in the jj are practised in this Christian land, every^ 
distant thunders of a throne, but brought 
home to the 44 business and bosoms," the 
bodies and souls, of two millions of our bre- 
thren, in blasting, scorching, scathing ener- jsion into the country to the distance of some 



pity could look upon. 

my 



gy, by ever present despots. It is the ty- 
ranny of a proud and haughty nation, bear- 



mil 



log down upon a feeble, speechless minor!- at work, I was inclined to stop by the road 



ty, i 

mean 



reckless 



And as 1 was passing by a 
about fiftv negroes were 



side to view a scene which was then new to 



me 



While I was in mv mind 
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this mode of labor with that of my own J 
native place, I heard the driver with a j 
rough oath", order one that was near hirh, 
who seemed to be laboring to the extent of 
his power, to *' lie down." In a moment 
he was obeyed j and he commenced whip- 
ping the offender upon his naked back, and 
continued to the amount of about twenty 



planter of my acquaintance with whom I 
passed the night. At about 8 o'clock in 
the evening I heard the barking of several 



I 



dog 



mingled with the most agonizing 



cries that I ever heard from any human 
being. Soon after the gentleman came in, 
and began to apologize, by saying thht two 
of his runaway slaves had just been bt ought 
lashes, with a heavy raw-hide whip, the home, and as he had previously tried every 



crack of which might have been heard 
more than half a mile. Nor did 
escape 

fifteen minutes, no less then three were 



For although I stopped scarcely 



wmpped in the same manner; and that so 
severely, I was strongly inclined to in- 
terfere. 

You may be assured, sir, that I remained 
not unmoved. I could no longer look on such 
cruelty ; but turned away and rode on while 
the echos of the lash were reverberating in 
the woods around me. Such scenes have 
long since become familiar to me. But 
then the full effect was not lost; and I shall 
never forget to my latest day, the mingled 
feelings of pity, horror and indignation that 
took possession of my mind. 1 involunta- 
rily exclaimed, O God of my fathers! how 
dost thou permit such things to defile our 
land! be merciful to us ! and visit us not 
in justice, for all our iniquities and the 
iniquities of our fathers ! 

As I passed on I soon found that I had 
escaped from one horrible scene only to 
witness another. A planter with whom I 
was well acquainted, had caught a negro 
without a pass. And at the moment I was 
passing by, he was in the act of fastening 
his feet and hands to the trees, having pre- 
viously made him take off all his clothing 



species of punishment upon them without 
effect, he knew not what else to add except 
to set his blood hounds upon them 14 And," 
continued he, " one of them has been so 
badly bitten that he has been trying to die. 
I am only sorry that he did not ; for then 



I should not have been 

with him. 



troubled 
d him 



to Natchez or to New Orleans to work with 
the ball and chain." 

From this last remark I understood that 
private individuals have the right of thus 



subjecting their unmanageable slaves 



I 



have since seen numbers of these " ball and 



chain" men, 



New 



leans, but I do not know whether there 
were any among them except the state con- 



victs. 



ard 



except his trowsers. Wh 



had 



ffi 



ciently secured this poor creature, he beat 
him for several minutes with a green switch 
more than six feet long; while he was 
writhing with anguish, endeavoring in 
vain to break the cords with which he was 
bound, and incessantly crying out, Lord 
master ! Do pardon me this time ! Do 



master, have mercy J 



These expressions 

'nee 



and although they came from one, that is 



close, and the yellow fever beginning to 
prevail in town, I went to reside some 
months in the country. This was the cot- 
ton picking season, during which the plant- 
ers say, there is a greater necessity for 
flogging than at any other time. And I 
can assure you that as 1 have set in my 
window night after night while the cotton 
was being weighed, I have heard the crack 
of the whip, without much intermission, 
for a whole hour, from no less than three 
plantations, some of which were a full mile 
distant. 

I found that the slaves were kept in the 
field from daylight until dark, and then if 
they had not gathered what the master or 



suffici 



sub- 



jected to the lash. 

Many by such treatment are induced to 
run away and take up their lodging in the 
woods. I do not say that all who run away 



not considered among the sons men, yet 
I think they are well worthy of remem- 
brance, as they might lead a wise man to 
consider whether such shall receive mercy 
from the righteous judge, as never showed 
mercy to their fellow men. 

At length I arrived at the dwelling of a|j 



ess 



re thus closely pressed. But I do 
that many do ; and I have known ] 
than a dozen desert at a time from the same 
plantation, in consequence of the overseer's 
forcing them to work to the extent of theii 




ower and then 
aving done mor^. 



em for not 



that they 



wh&i 
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beco.ro 



sh 



if the nights are .cold, their feet will be 
frozen ; for if they make a fire they may 
be discovered, and be shot at. If they at- 
tempt to leave the country, their chance of 
success is about nothing. They must re- 
turr , be whipped — if old offenders wear the 
collar, perhaps be branded, and fare worse 

than before. 

Do you believe it, sir, not six months 
since, I saw a number of my Christian 
neighbors packing up previsions, as I sup- 
posed, for a deer hunt ; but as I was about 
offering myself to the party, I learned that 
their powder and balls were destined to a 
very different purpose; it was, in short, 
the design ' v f the party to bring home a 
number of runaway slaves or to shoot them 
if they should not be able to get possession 
of them in any other way. 

You v/ill ask, Is not this murder? Call 



If they H to see what was doing, I beheld the coro* 

a number of men, 



Natch 



with 



standing around the body of a young female, 
which by the torches seemed almost per- 
fectly white. On inquiry I learned that 
the master had so unmercifully beaten this 
girl that she died under th • operation. 



he 



h 



alive. 

But, sir, you must not suppose that there 
are no laws for the protection of the slave. 
There are such laws ; but of what avail 
they are, I have not yet been able to un* 



d 



dent 



me 

as 



derstand. It has always 
that the masters are as 
though there were no other beings in the 
creation but their slaves and themselves. 
And you know, sir, how dangerous it would 
be to entrust unlimited power to any set of 
men — however upright they might be at 
the time — for they would be sure to abuse 



it, sir, by what name you please, such are it, especially if it had reference entirely to 
the facts- — many are shot every year; and 
that too while the masters say they treat 
their slaves well. 

But let me turn your attention to another 
species of cruelty. About a year since, I 



! 



ho 



be 



fastened in the stocks. In those same 



stocks trom which at mi 0 
«ries of distress, while the master slept, and 

was dreaming perhaps of drinking wine 
and of discussing the price of cotton. On 
the next morning he was chained in an 
immovable posture, and branded in both 



i 



their own interest. 

Yet these men say they treat their slaves 
well ! It is folly to use words without 
meaning ; but I fear, that, in this polite age, 
we use too many words in a sense alto- 
gether different from their right meaning, 
I have seen hundreds of slaves treated as 
my cattle and horses shall never be treated 
with my consent. I do not pretend to say, 
that every one is branded with red hot 
irons, that every one is shot, or that half of 

But I know 



hipped to d 



d 



d are delermi 



uch cases have occurred, and 

cheeks, with red hot stamps of iron. £v :h j will occur again if this system of oppres- 
are the tender mercies of men who love jsion is not broken up. 

And what is the exact number of such 
deeds that it is necessary to present in or- 
der to persuade the people of New England 
that slavery in this country is opposed to 
humanity and the spirit of the gospel? I 
am told that they are in the habit of consi- 



any price. 
Suffer me to 



dd another to the list of 



enormities, and I will not offend 



more. 



There was, some time since brought to 



■ 

i 



trial in this town a planter residing about j dering these enormities as exceptions to 

the general treatment. Let them be called 



fifteen miles distant, for whipping his slave 
to death. You will suppose of course that 
he was punished. No, sir, he was acqnit- 



fact. 



altho~ 0 — ~. - 

I heard the tale of murder from 



a 



h 



th 



exceptions, or by any other name in the 
English language, enough of them have 
already defiled the land to condemn slavery 
forever. How mcny murders is it neces- 
sary should occur 0:1 



the high 



seas to 



cumstances. 44 1 was" said he, 44 passing! make the term piracy apply with propriety 

the burying ground! to such deeds? If the crew of any vessel 



of the plantation, about 9 o'clock at night, j] plunders another crew of all their effects, 
wh 
the 



d as I annroached in ord 



the captain and , 

nd treat the remainder well, by putting 
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them to sea in an open boat, after having Ring children from their parerts in Africa, 
given them each a hundred lashes, shall Ij and of the av r ful middle passage, filled witli 
not these plunderers be called pirates — be- 



e 



but 



the utmost indignation. Do not these 
same men well know that In Maryland and 
H Virginia thousands are raised every year 
for sale, and forced from the dearest ties of 
life, when they are sold for the deadly cli- 

Mississippi and Louisiana ? I havq 
seen mothers shudder, while hearing of. 
infants being exposed to the monsters of 
ithe Ganges. 



cause they will not kill the who! 
treated a part well ? 

By this example you may understand 
what is meant by good treatment to slaves. 
It is not treating them so badly as they 
might be treated, but only giving them a 
hundred lashes each to show them the value 
of discipline — plundering them of all the 

avails of their labor, because they might I But ye who feel for those that sit in dark- 
in their ignorance make a bad use of their Jness, and under the shadow of death — ye 
money — depriving them of intellectual and 
moral instruction, out of a tender regard 



to their happiness — and depriving them of 
their liberty, because they are ignorant and 
totally unfit to have justice done them ? 

The truth is there is no possible way of 
treating slaves well The root of the tree 
is most unholy, and all the branches will 
ever be unalloyed iniquity. Then pluclc 
it up by the roots ; better that a little soil 

should be somewhat moved for a time, than j in paying a premium on the products of 
that pestilence and death should devour j slave labor. 

millions of human beings. And the longer jj O how prone are we, while enjoying all 
it is delayed the firmer will it be fixed in the comforts of life, to forget that' misery 
the earth, and the farther the branches ex- l and sorrow are the portion of millions. In 



whose hearrs are by nature given to pity 
! Do you ever think that 60,000 infants are 
every year in this happy land born to 
slavery? Born to learn every vice, to be 
at the will of another all their days, and 
then a great part of them to die without the 

Well mav you 

well 

yourselves, if vou 



consolations of religion, 
weep for these unhappy ones, and 
might you weep 
knew that you contributed to such misery, 



for 



light of heaven. 



tend the more effectually will they shut out | the quiet walks of life we behold joyful 

CSnnot justice be '(faces, and commune with hearts of glad- 
But we need not so to Rama to 



i 

f 

\ 

! ness. 



the 

done in Christian America, /as well as in 

barbarous Africa ? For fifteen years Africa | find " lamentation, and weeping, and great 
has been looked to by many great and good 



j mourning 



ONXZATION 



Concluded. 



Mr 



i 

charge 



He proceeds to gay, 



men as the only hope of the oppressed. 
But fifteen years has relieved but three 
thousand, while more than half a million 
have been born to servitude. 

What man in his sober senses can once 
imagine that it is within the range of pro- 
bability to deport to a foreign land only the ! Anti-Slavery, or more properly the Anti-Coloni* 

* ** - - 11 zation party, is a growing party at the North. 

Gentlemen who are now* leading characters in it, 
have a design to make it a political party. I have 
reason to believe they mean to make adhesion t<* 
their sentiments a test of office. And there will 



" The party which is now arraying itself as the 



yearly in, Tease ? Twenty such colonies u 
that at Liberia could not receive them. And 
that is pointed out as the most flourishing 
colony that has existed since the days of 
Queen Dido. 



Wi 



y then trust to this broken reed of 
Egypt. Allow that the few who go thither 
will be benefited, allow that through their 
means Africa will become christianized 
and the slave trade enued—What then ? 
Should not our own domestic slave trade 
be abolished too ? Why should we not 



| not be wanting political desperadoes who are will, 
ing to be arrayed under that banner. And if we 
do not rally % and move forward, the people at 
large will ere long be carried away by that wind 
of doctrine." 

How does Mr. Bacon know what are the 4t de- 
signs" of the leaders of the Anti-Slavery party ? 

What reason have thev <?iven him to believe that 



mean 



We ask, who 



chrisf.ianize two millions in America as!i ar * H ie * e nie ? V, what h * ve the y done?— what 
well as the same number of the natives inii a / e 'S^,^ 1 ^ f radices 

A r _. _ T _ ,.\ u iAre the leaders of the Anti-Slavery Society 



Africa. In short, why should not thi 
whole crying sin be stopped at once' 



have seen men. while reading of forc-l'gosrue 



; office-seekers ? are they a set of men to be found 
I in political squabbles ? are they noisy detna- 

l who love to swim in the front wave of 
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popular turbulence? We appeal confidently to fj 
all who know them if there it* a single mnn, who ! 
sides with them, or is approved by thcin» who has 
ever sustained any such character. If Mr. Bacon 
would reflect, but for a moment, he must see that 
it is superlatively mean, thus to throw odium 
upon a class of men, who have banded themselves 
together, with no other arms than the truths of 
the Gospel, to fight their country's giant sin. 
Mr* Bacon very well knows that the abolitionists 
of our country are men who honor the law of 
God by giving it a supremacy over their whole 
conduct. 0 They do not put on their religion for 
a Sundav suit, — they design to have it cover 



turn, that those, who have built their immortality 
by defending the " present relation" between 
human fiesh traders and their merchandise, 
shall find themselves a thousand fathoms deep in 
the rubbish of oblivion. This we confess for 



ourselves; for the «* Coryphaeus 
leaders" we hav<5 nothing to say. 



and 



the 



Mr. Bacon thinks to prove that Elias 



oc 



casion 



Mr, 



oiunng 



with 



cal desperadoes?" Before the final adjournment 
of the meeting, Mr. Bacon was pointed to the 
passage in the Address of the New- York City 
Anti-Slavery Society, where they say, 

" Let it bo dietinctly remembered that our otr 
ject i* purely moral* It in to deliver our colored 
brethren from slavery, and our white fellow citi- 
zens from the sin of oppression, the fair fame of 
our country from the stinging reproach of hypo- 
crisy and tyranny, and ourselves and posterity 
from the judgments of an offended God. Should 
interested politicians seek to avail themselves of 
the slavery question to promote the views of party, 
we disclaim their interference. While engaged 
in a purely benevolent work we will not suffer the 
reproach of being actuated by political views." 

But <5ven this could not cure him of his fault- 
finding. He bursts out into a fresh tirade of 
abuse, in which hs shows his teeth at what he 
calls "the wreat Coryphaeus" of the "party," 
a terrible fellow, " whom a national convention 
was assembled to glorify,"* arid who spends most 
of his 44 time and breath in calumniating the 
constitution and laws of the United States." He 
undertakes to vilify "the Anti-Slavery party in 
England* as "a political .party altogether," and 
quotes our sending memorials to Congress for 
the abolition of slavery in the district of Co- 
lumbia, especially inasmuch as the petitioners in 
New Haven omitted hint, as proof positive of our 
*• political" designs ! Well, as Mr. Bacon says, 
in anoiher place, "it is of no use to keep back 
the facta." We will, therefore, out with the 
whole of them, and make a clean breast. While 
we have no design to dabble in the ballot-boxes, 
or count noses with the mobs of the nobility, who 
turn out to suppress abolition meetings, we do 
44 mean" to work under the politics of the whole 
country, nipht and day, without intermission or 
respite, till there shall be such a complete over- 



ice, because he had an excellent character? 
to his certain knowledge. This is probably about 
the best of colonization logic, and serves admira- 
bly to show "the delirium? into which minds 
educated and sane, can suffer themselves to run, 
when they inscribe on their banner the rtiotto of 
" Immediate Emancipation," and set up, in- 
stead ot the Eagle, the head of Garrison.*- 

We confess, we always agreed with Dr. 
Franklin in preferring the turkey to the eagle, 
and much more should we prefer a human face, 
if it were that of an honest man, who had always 
been true to the noble "motto of Immediate 
Emancipation-" We are not ashamed of our 
banner yet, Mr. Bacon. You may worship the 
king of birds if you please, but we venerate an 
" honest man" as " the noblest Work of God." 

We must bring this article to a close by 
quoting from the graphic pencil of Mr. Bacon, 
the present picture of the colony.— [See New* 
York Observer for Feb. 8, 1834,] 




* Mr. Bacon seems to be very sensitive on the subject 
of glory. We recollect to have seen in a Quarterly, 
in which Mr. Bacon sometimes writes, a very sple- 
netic prediction, that a man who had been imprison- 
ed in Baltimore, would reap a great harvest of "glory" 1 
from his bonds. Mr- Bacon should know, that those j 
who have the good fortune to be commended and 
caressed by slaveholders, ought to be contented with 
iheir own " glory.' 1 



" Mr. Bacon rose and said that the general condi- 
tion of the society had been adverted to this evening 
and in every debate since they had met. He wished 
now to call the attenjion of the meeting: to that sub- 
ject- The society was bankrupt to i 
840,000 : and new drafts were coming due from m mtk 
to month, and this 40 might soon be found to bo 
60,000. The further they went the deeper was the 
difficulty. They had sounded first and found twenty 
fathoms ; they sounded again, and found, not fifteen, 
but thirty fathoms. The further they had gone on 
"sounding their dim and perilous way," the darker 
was the prospect, and the deeper the abyss. This 
was not only true in reference to the state of the so- 
ciety here, but the condition of the colony was such 
as must horrify every friend of the causa He had 
read a report from the acting governor of Liberia, Mr. 
M'Gill, written with considerable talent; and he had 
also seen a letter on the other side, and the lightest 
side was dark enough. He believed that it would 
require ah expenditure of §50,000 during the present 
year to put the colony on a footing of prosperity. The 
fort which had been erected there was going to ruin, 
and the flag-staff had rotted away and been down 
three or four months, and there was not moral force 
in the colony to replace it. In consequence of this 
neglect, no signals could be mi*de. The government 
schooner, which had been obtained for the colony, 
principally by the aid of a gentleman near hira (Mr. 
Cresson), was rotting at the wharf, for want of new 
coppering, and the African worms were epung it 
through and through. It would beef no use to keep, 
back the facts. The society had its enemies in the 
colony as well as here, and they were in correspond- 
ence with persons in this country, This, then was 
our conditio.*, and he would say, without intending 
to inculpate any individual, that lire society had ar- 
rived at this etate through sheer want of manage- 
ment. How else could it have been ? A governor 
was there whoso expenses were to be paid, year after 
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year, amount to what they might. Ho bad looked! 



LAW 



feS * charge of. «$p for « *sl o£ diningntabiefl. He j Many citisens of Ne^- Vork wiil uot hayi 
fes4*h<?wa4 0u» item to Biahon $#ade, who remark- gotten, ihpt »b<)vt the fi4»t of last Optpbo? 



J 



ed» M ~* — — . . ^ 

eost mare than $5. Hehadseena letter from a wo- ! 
man in the colony, -who wrote thus j 
n ll h ihujctfui gainful) to see people begging- for! 
work to support t\mi Xw.ee." What a state of things! 
was this! Here w$s $ { new ;^olony f .in whiph every j 
kind of labor ought to hh m detqand. where there' 
were two harvests in a year, roads to be made, and; 
every kind of improvement t<> be earned on, yet the 
people could not get employment There was evi- 
dently gre^t ^wt of ; manag^ment in the colony. He 
did hot charge the htfe governor with unfaithfulness, 
but he was exeedingly inefficientp and as far as he 
bad looked into the accounts, exceedingly reckJ 
bts expenditures. Why had this debt been pern 

! war after year* to accumulate, until ( like an 
anche, it h*d fallen on us, and overwhelmed us i— 

There was also a went of management here. He did 
not charges my individual with neglect, but there was 
no responsibility. When drafts came, they were paid, 
and no one knew for what. It had been said that this 
w&a Becei&ary to .sustain the credit of the Society at 
die colony. He saw that there w?*3 a swarm of offi- 
cers on wiaty in the colony. Among these he was 
surprised to find a register of deeds at $500 a year.— 
He thought that any spttler, when he received his fee 
simple, would be willing to pay his sixpence to regis- 
ter hi* title. There was also a housekeeper lor the 
vernojc at $104 a vear ( and a steward at #144 He 
d never drepijned tliat things were so bad as. this, 
ley in the north were aware that things, were not 
going on well in the colony. By the vessels which 
came in, they had received rumors to that effect, -and 
they had put the best -face on the matter as long: as 
they could, umil truth had come in too much strength 
to fee fdeisted. They had come 300 or 400 miles from 

the north { to see if by their representations they could 
bring into the society that responsibility which was 
necessary, for in the north the Philistines were upon 
thenij and tho cause there would be ruined unless 
they could restore public confidence in the society. — 
They h^d not said a word since they had been here 
on what was called the delicate subject. The south 
would not catch them coming here and making pro- 
clamations about slaves. 

Arid here the matter stands. The pungent 



tm 



t 




and conveyed from this pity to Northampton 

county in VTirgspia, where pno of them was sen* 
to need to be hanged on the 10 th o£ January. If 
this sentence was not executed, we think we should 
certain ly have iicard of it from one whose inter- 
est it waa to inform ns of inch a fact. The others 
we are credibly informed, were sold to the u spee* 
ulators /** 

Since that, several grievous cases have occured. 
But the most atrocious and diabolical, was that 
which took place last week* A little pa 
night between Friday and Saturday, a m*a by tho 
name of Hay wood, furnished with two constables, 
proceeded to the house of a colored man by the 

name of Lockley, After rummaging and pills- 
ging and destroying every thing which looked 
like a " free, paper^ he seized and dragged off 
Lockley, his wife and child, /and lodged them in 
Bridewell. The next morning at 11 o^lock they 
were brought before his honor the Recorder, and 
the honorable counsel for the right honorable claim, 
aint proceeded to read the affidavit of the said 
claimant, setting forth that these three persons 
were the " property" of his deceased father and 
were now claimed in behalf of his mother, and 
that they absconded from Raleigh N. C m De- 
cember 1832, The claimant being called by th$ 
respectable appellation of Dr. Hiywood, stepped 
forward and swore to the identity of the persons 
and the correctness of the affidavit. All this watt 
considered very satisfactory by the Recorder, hut 
at the urgent request of the prisoner and two or 
three of his friends, he was allowed till 2 o'clock 



i 



evidence in hie defence 



At 



of Mr 



fell idle, as from a 



coat of impenetrable mail. There is a great 
fault, but nobody is to blame ! The effort* m Mr. 
Gerrit Smith to reform the society into a " bene* 
voleijt" institution were all frustrated. The 
nice art of Mr. Bacon in Betting sails, though he 
displayed^some marvellous evolutions in manag- 
ing the wind, has loft the ship among the break- 
ers« The whole reform constats m making some 
m&cemlaried officers, reducing the number of the 
board of 
berahip.* 

We have one question to put to all the friends 
of the slave, to all Christians, to all honest men : 
Will you any lojnger throw your money into that 
bottomless gulf instead of devoting it to the 1} 
work of showing this nation its sin, and of die* ! th ® 



:erms 



that hour the parties appeared before thi 
er. Several witnesses were brought fori 
testified that thjpy had kpoWfi Lockley, 
and chiid-^a fine boy about 12 years old 
dents in this city long previous to the time speci- 
fied in the affidavit. In short, as it appeared that 
they were well known in this city previous to De- 
cember 1812, they could not have absconded in 
that month from R&leigh. 
Judge in thjs case ? Be it remarked that Mr. Re- 
corder had said at the opening of the case that it 
was a very $ain one, if jLoekley could not prove 
his residence here {previous to December 1832, he 
(the Recorder) should make out a certificate, but 
if he could* he should discharge him. But mark. 



But what did the 



reader, as soon as 
Recorder adjourned 



March; that the said Dr. Hay wood, might obtain- 
As might be supposed, that 



further evidence ! ! ! 



ipectable 



ian 



ped in perton to 
the south for further evidence, leaving his three 
victims, where he himself deserves to be, in that* 
den of abomination situated on the western side of 



enthral in 



the victim of cureed 



door 



Truth and humanity require of us to make this 



present stage o 

— . 0 ~. : • — - t — r~ if * n^ixr- la «v oaicy, as experience 

Mr. SBTOKaTraSr S j >««ng ™eh thing's .lone. 

be answered by the secretary. A true answer will 
bring the society to the end of its pilgrimage so far 
its Christianity and benevolence are concerned. 
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TflE following interesting narrative was drawn up by the venerable Isaac T. Hopper, and has been pub- 

h 

lished by him in a very beautiful tract. By his permission we present it to the readers of the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter. We have only to remark that the same process of legalized kidnapping, which is here disclosed, 
is still in active operation. How long before we shall open our mouths for the oppressed 1 How long 
shall man-stealing nestle and flourish beneath the Constitution ? How long shall the safeguard of the white 
man's rights crush to the dust the rights of the black man ? 

NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF THOMAS COOPER. 

Thomas Cooper, the subject of the fol- 
lowing narrative, was of African descent, 
and was born a slave in the state of Mai /- 
land, where he continued to reside unal he 
was about twenty-five years old. During 
his servitude, he experienced many hard- 
ships, being scantily clothed and fed, and his name while a slave,) left his master's 
compelled to labor very hard, and was) service, and went to Philadelphia, and hired 



ance from his sufferings ; believing that all 
are the work of one Almighty hand, who 
hath placed them in various situations, and 
that he was disposed to extend equally his 
care and protection to all. 

About the year 1S00, Notly, (for this was 



obliged to lodge in a little hut, which was 



with M 



& E 



who kept a lumber 



so open, that it did not shelter him from the yard, in which he was employed ; here he 
cold in winter ; but although his body was (conducted with fidelity and industry, and 
held in cruel bondage, his mind was free, 
and he frequently pu f up his prayers in 



soon gained the confidence and esteem of 



secret, to his merciful Creator, for deliver. After some time he married a respectable 



his employers. 




When gratuitcraSi please to reckd and hand 
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woman of his own color; ttitv lived to* 



I! 



John and his wife, by industry and fru* 



gether several years in much harmony and ; gality, had acquired a little property : they 



affection, and were esteemed, by their jj lived in their own house, and had been, for 
neighbors and acquaintunees,as orderly and i several years, enjoying as much comfort as 
industrious people, until a person who had j their hearts could desire ; but in an instant, 
gained the confidence of John Smith, (for; as it were, all their hopes seemed blasted, 
upon his arrival in Philadelphia, he hadj and they parted in the deepest anguish and 
assumed this name,) betrayed him, by in- J despair not expecting ever to see each oth 
forming 

found. This man soon after came to Phila- 



his master where he was to be jjer's faces again. 



delphia, and had poor John arrested and 
carried before one of the Aldermen of that 
city, and upon proof- that he was a slave, 
an order was granted to convey him back 
to Maryland. 

His employers were humane men, and 
greatly commiserating his condition, and 



The writer of this was present at the 
examination before the Alderman, he saw 
John fettered and torn from the bosom of 
his wife and children., 

The circumstances of the case were well 
calculated to awaken feelings of sympathy 
and tenderness ; and at this distant period, 
his sensibility is excited at the recollection 
sympathizing with his wife and children, of the distressing scene; \t made impres- 



offered to pay a large sum of money for his 
freedom, that he might be restored to them ; 
but no entreaties would avail with his cruel 
master ; he was deaf to the voice of pity, 
and poor John was handcuffed, and a rope 
fastened to each arm across his back, to 
which another was tied, one end of which 
the master held in his hand ; and mounting 
his horse, rode off, driving John before him. 



remr"^ 



as 



long 



sions which time cannot 
as memory lasts* 

John's wife was now left with four small 
children to provide for, and he was con* 
veyed, in the manner above described, to 
the city of Washington, and there offered 
for sale to persons who bought slaves on 
speculation, to be transported to Georgia, 
or some other southern market. But even 



All this took place in the presence of his jj in Washington, where slavery is tolerated 

b)' laws, there were those who could not 



wife and children, who witnessed the hor- 
rid transaction with the utmost distress. 
While they were fastening the fetters 



with indifference, behold inhumanity like 
that which this poor slave was doomed to 



upon John, he was engaged in talking toljcadure, and they rebuked his master for 
his wife. He counselled her to take care I his cruelty. This was very unexpected 

to John, and inspired him with a determi- 
nation to make an effort to regain his lib- 
erty ; for his feelings were acute, and his 



j 

i 



of their children, whom, he said, he wished 
to remember their father ; expressing a 
hope that by industry and frugality, she 
would be able to keep them at school, un- 
til they were old enough to be put out, 

when he wished them placed with persons! up his master's heels, and he fell to the 
of good character and industrious habits ; jj ground. John then ran to the woods : but 



affections warm,although his skin was black. 
Manacled as he was, he made out to trip 



against 



indulging 



and he cautioned her 
thern in idleness, saying, that he wished 
her to remember his advice, as it was not 
likely that they would ever meet again. 

He then addressed his chiidien, saying, 
" You will now have no father to take'caie 
of you ; be good children, obey your mo- 
ther, and be sure that you never do any 
thing 



r 

I 



to grieve her; don't plav in theiichase. 



in a few hours, he was pursued by his av- 
aricious master, with a company he had 
collected to assist him^ and it was not long 
before he was discovered concealed in the 
bushes. As soon as he found that he was 
seen by his pursuers, he ran into a swamp, 
where he was hunted like a fox, until the 
darkness of the night released him from the 



street, or with naughty children — be indus-!i He then made the best of his way to the 



trious and faithful in whatever you are set jj house of a man of his own color, whose 

sympathy was excited on seeing an inno- 



about," 



fellow-being 



bound with irons and 



He continued his speech until his master jj cent 
raised his whip, when lie set tut on his j cords, like the worst of criminals. This 
journey — his wife and children wept bit- 1 man Avas an old acquaintance, and knowing 
terly ; and although he manifested great ij John's integrity, soon found means to rid 
sensibility, he retained his composure. |j him of his fetters, and he once more felt 
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himself at liberty. His friend and benefac- :| him. Philo promptly waited upon the 
tor hastened to set before him the best his jj mayor, who lived near by, when the follow* 
table afforded, and after taking a hearty |iing dialogue took place: 
meal, for he had eaten but little since he 
left Philadelphia, he again set out for thai j Mayor. — Yes, this gentleman, (alluding 
city ; but the journey appeared very haz- [to John's master, who was present,) aays, 



. Philo. — Hast thou business with me ? 



ardous, as he had several rivers to cross, 
and expected persons would be stationed 
at the bridges to arrest him ; he, however, 
determined to make the attempt. 

He knew it would not be safe to be seen, 
and therefore hid himself in the bushes 
during the day, and pursued his journey in 
the night. 



! 



obligations 



After suffering much with hun- 
ger and fatigue, he arrived safely in Phila- 
delphia, and went immediately to sec his 
distressed family ; it was a joyful meeting: 
but John well knew that he would be again 
pursued, and could not be safe to remain 
long under his own roof; accordingly he 
left his family, and went to the house of a 
respectable citizen, well known as the black 
man's friend, and whom we shall call Phi- 
lo Christian ; here he was kindly enter- 
tained. 

The yellow fever was then in the city, 
and the family had removed into the coun- 
try, except a colored woman, who remain- 
ed in the house to attend upon Philo, whose 
engagements required that he should be 
mostly in the city during the day, and not 
unfrequently during the night also. 

John was placed in an upper room, the 
door of which was kept fastened. He had |j you are 



his slave is in 3 r our house ; is it so 

Philo. — I think thou hast just informed 
me, that man says he is ; dost thou not be- 
lieve him ? 

Mayor. — Well, but I wish to be inform* 
ed by you, whether he is in your house or 
not. 

Philo. — I think the mayor, upon a little 
reflection, will see, that he has no authori- 
ty to ask me this question, and of course, I 
am not bound to answer it ; if he is in my 
house, and this man can make it appear, I 
am liable to a very heavy penalty, and no 
man is bound to inform against himself; 
and the conduct of these people has not 
been so civil, that I feel myself under any 

of courtesy to satisfy them. 
Hast thou further business with me? 

Mayor. — Did you say that I dare not 
grant a warrant to search your house ? 

Philo. — Indeed I did, and now repeat it, 
neither thou nor any other magistrate in 
this city ; without intending any disrespect 

to thos$ in authority, I am a man of repu- 
tation,! am not a suspicious character. 

Mayor. — (Smiling) I don't know that, I 
am inclined to think in the present case 



been in this place but a very little time, be- 
fore his master with two constables, came 
in pursuit of him ; and Philo being absent, 
they proceeded to search the house; and, 
on coming to the door of the room where 
John was, and finding it fast, they demand- 
ed entrance. 

In a little time Philo came home, and 
being informed by the colored woman what 
was taking place, he immediately went up 
stairs, and found the intruders consulting 
how they should gain admittance. Philo 



Philo. — Hast thou any thing further to 



say to me ? 
Mayor. 



I believe not. 



Philo. — Farewell* 

The avarice of his master, together with 
his desire for revenge, induced him to pur- 
sue every stratagem that he could devise 
to recapture poor John; and among others, 
the following was resorted to : one of the 
party procured a suit of clothes, such as 
are worn by Friends — a hat with a round 
crown and broad brim, and a plain coat. 



instantly ordered them out of his house, jj Thus attired, he made his way to John's 
upon which one of the officer replied, |j house ; upon — ] — 



entering, he saw his wife, 

" This gentleman's slave is in your house, i bathed in tears, sitting in their once peace- 
and if you do not immediately deliver him jj ful and happy cottage, with her children 
up, we will get a warrant from the mayor j round her, the youngest by her side, look- 
to search it." He again requested them! ing its mother in the face, and, by its ges- 
to leave his house, and added, "the mayor jjture, seeming to inquire the cause of her 

! grief* 

But all this had no effect to soften the 



dare not grant a search-warrant for my 
house." They then withdrew, and in a 

few minutes the officer returned, with a 1 heart of this man, whose object was lucre, 
message from the mayor, requesting to see jas a reward for apprehending the unhappy 
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humble. 



that John had 



fugitive. With affected sympathy and kind, jj by this familiarity, it made hiir* mora 
ness, he inquired where John was to be 
found, saying , that his master was in pur. 
suit of him, and he wished to see him, in 
order to assist him in getting out of the 
way : but this artifice, although ingenious, 
and must have been attended with some 
expense and trouble, proved unsuccessful ; 



Philadelph 



betrayed him, became greatly alarmed; 
and liis fears so wrought upon his imagi- 
nation, that he frequently dreamed that he 
saw John in the house, with a knife in one 



for the woman was on her guard, and deJ hand, and a torch in the other, and that he 

was about to kill him and burn his house ; 
and he would sometimes cry out in his 
sleep, and start up in his bed ; so true is 
the saying, that, " wickedness condemned 
by her own witness is very timorous, and 
being pressed with conscience always fore- 
:asteth grievous things." But he had no 
cause to fear ; John had no desire to ^ re- 
venge the wrong that had been done him ; 
for he had learned that it was not right to 
render evil for evil, but contrariwise, bless- 
ing. 

His affliction was great at being obliged 
to live separated from his wife and child- 
ren, for whose welfare he felt a deep inte 



during most of this 



clined giving him any information, but re. 
ferred him to her friend, Philo Christian, 
as ihe most suitable person to advise with in 
the case. He became greatly enraged at this 
disappointment, and gave vent to his anger 
in profane wicked language ; declaring, as 
he withdrew, that he would have John, if 
ho was to be found upon the face of the 

earth. 

John remained under the protection of his 
friend about a week ; 

time, persons were seen lurking about the 
premises watching for him, but at length 
they disappeared. Supposing they had 
concealed themselves, a person was pro- 
cured, who, some little time after dark in 
the evening, suddenly ran out of the house, 
where John was ; but he had proceeded 
but a short distance, before the apprehen- 
sions, which were entertained, that the 
enemy was in ambush, were realized, for 
they suddenly rushed from their ihiding 
places, and seized upon the man that was 
running. 

Finding that they were mistaken in the 
person, they released him ; but John's constantly seasons of terror. 



at length he ventured to rent a small 
house, in a retired situation, not far distant 



rest ; 



_ Hadd 



He 



hoped to be permitted to enjoy the comforts 
of domestic life unmolested, and yet he was 
in constant fear of the man-stealers ; this 
often interrupted his slumbers in the night, 
and even when at his work, he would star- 
tie at the rustling of the leaves ; so that he 
passed his days in fear, and his nights were 



friend made application to the mayor, had After some months, 
them arrested, and compelled them to enter j treat was again discovered, and his master 

came to Philadelphia, with the intention to 
proceed to New Jersey to arrest him.— 



into bonds for their good behavior. 



The 



next evening, the same person went out as 
before, and was not interrupted; the fol- 
lowing evening, John left his hiding-place, 
and got safely into New-Jersey. 

Here he hired with a farmer, and, altho' 



John's friend Philo heard of this circum- 
stance, and immediately apprised him of 
his danger. Ke had already suffered much, 
land now finding himself again pursued, 



he was within about eight miles of his was driven almost to despair, and deter- 



home, he was an exile from it ; he remain- 
ed in this situation several months, during 
which time, by his good conduct, he gained 
the confidence and esteem of the family 
where he resided. It was their practice 
on first day afternoons, to collect together 



mined to resist by violence. 



after 



The morning 

that his 



receiving the information 
master had discovered his place of resi- 
dence, and was coming to arrest him, he 
rose early, loaded his gun, and, with a de- 
termined resolution, prepared to defend 



beheld 



and read portions of the Scriptures, and , himself, 
other religious books, and John was permit- 
ted to sit with them, which he esteemed a ter, with two other persons, advancing 
great privilege, and often expressed his 
gratitude for the favor : 



^ u x _ _ ho_v, , 

to i 



he placed 

he was also per-j himself in his door, and, upon their near 
mitted to take his meals at the same table) approach, he called out, "don't cross that 

with the family. Instead of being elated j] fence, for the first man that does, I will 
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»hoot'him. n So u 

coming from a man 
struck them with 



and they soon 



turned back to procure assistance 

In the meantime John went to Philadcl- 

a. which was within about five or six 



phia, which 

miles of his home, and informed His mend 
Philo of what had transpired ; his friend 
reasoned with him on the great improprie- 
ty and inconsistency with the Christian 
character, of putting the life of a human be- 
ing in jeopardy. John seemed to be con- 
vinced of the correctness of the views of his 
friend, and therefore resolved again to fly 
for safety ; and, with the advice of Philo, 
concluded to remove his family to Boston, 



urn 



HP 



he might live in peace. 

A vessel was then lying in the river 
Delaware, which was expected to sail for 
that place in a few days ; and the mer- 
chant who had charge of her, pitying his 
distress, offered him a passage free of ex- 
pense, which he gratefully accepted ; and, 
although he had never been at sea before, 
he made himself useful, and fully compen- 
sated the captain for his passage, by his la- 



bor. 



His 



him certificates 



of his good character, which he found very 
useful in procuring employment among 
strangers ; and in a few days after he ar- 
rived in Boston, he hired with a lumber 

merchant of that place. Now finding him- 
self in circumstances to provide for his fam- 
ily, his employer, at his request, wrote to 
Philadelphia, desiring them to come to 
him ; his wife accordingly disposed of their 
property in that city, and took the money 
she received for it, with her children, to 
Boston, where she again met her husband. 



cr N 



sey, he changed his name from 
to that of Thomas Cooper, and by this name 
he was always afterwards known. 

He often noticed, and greatly lamented 
the bad conduct of the people of his own co- 
lor, as well as that of those of a different com- 
plexion. And, with a view of making him- 
self more useful, he joined in religious 

communion with the Methodists, and in a 
short time became a popular preacher 

ne of the West 



not only by his exhortations, but by his pi- 
ous example; his religion being that of the 
heart, and not of the head only, his preach- 
ing had much effect on his hearers. 

Not long after his return from those vis- 
its, he concluded to go to Africa, the birth- 
place of his fathers; and, for this purpose, 
tcok shipping with his family, and safely 
arrived in London, the metropolis of Great 



Britain. He was received with much kind- 

■ 

ness by a number of philanthropists, who 
were made acquainted with him and the 
object of his visit; and his children were 
placed at school, at the expense of a Friend 
in London, well known as a benevolent 
man, and a friend of the afflicted. Thomas 
Cooper soon became a man of much note, 
and preached to large congregations in 
that city. While there, he made a selec- 
tion of hymns, which were published in a 
large duodecimo volume, and his friends 
had his likeness placed in the book, as a 
frontispiece. 

After remaining about a year and a half 
in London, a passage was procured for him 
and his family, to Africa, as appears by a 
note in the hands of the publisher, of which 
the following is a copy, viz. 

« J A- informs his friend Tho- 



i 



O ~~ — J — - — w 

India islands as a minister. 



mas Cooper, that he has this day paid for 
the passage of T. C. and family to Sierra 
Leone, per the Echo, Captain Row, The 
vessel is not expected to sail till the third 
week in this month. 
34 Gracechurch street, 

lOmo. 3d, 1818. 
Thomas Cooper, 

Borough." 

Thomas Cooper remained in London ra- 
ther more than a month after the date of the 
above note. 

When about to take his departure from 
London, for Sierra Leone, he had a meet- 
ing, at which, it is said, there were several 
thousand persons. 

Soon after this meeting, Thomas, with 
his wife and children, sailed for Africa, and 
arrived at Sierra Leone, after enduring 
many hardships on the passage, in conse- 
quence of tempestuous weather, 
were cordially received bv the inhabit- 



They 



ants, his fame having* reached there before 
him. 

How different now were his feelings, 



After his return from the West Indies, |j from what they were, when in his own 
he made a similar visit to Nova Scotia. In II country. There in continual dread of he- 

these places, it is said, he was very useful, ||ing torn from his family and friends, and 
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of being reduced to the most degrading and J LETTERS FROM THE SOUTH WEST 
abject slavery ; now, enjoying, without fear 
of molestation, the sweets of liberty, in the 
bosom of his family, and among his friends, 
who rejoiced in having such an acquisition 



TO MR, A. TAPPAN. 



LETTER II. 



Having noticed some of the physical evila 
to their colony. He immediately entered j incident to slavery, permit me now to call 
upon the object of his mission, and had j to your mind some of the moral. You are 

aware, sir, that the slaves are prohibited 



meetings among the people — all classes 
flocking to hear him. 

But this bappy state was of but short du- 
ration ; for Thomas had not been more 
than two or three years in Africa, before 
he was taken ill with the fever, which has 
so often proved fatal to strangers in that hot 
climate, and fell a victim to it. His wife 
and children, by this afflicting event, were 
again left destitute, and that too in a land of 
strangers; but with the consoling reflec- 
tion, that it was a dispensation of Provi- 
dence, which had bereaved them of a hus- 
band, a father, a protector, and a friend : 
and although the separation was painful, 
yet the survivors had comfort in the reflec- 
tion, that he was now gone to a state of 



i 



from learning to read and write. And in- 
deed that every kind of knowledge is kept 
from them as much as possible. Reading 
and writing are prohibited by law, — and a!- 
though religious instruction is not unlawful : 
yet there are few planters here who will 
permit it. And surely, it ought not to be 
expected, that those planters who care no- 
thing for religion themselves, should be 
anxious that their slaves should be instruct^ 
ed in the truths of the gospel. I know not 
whether there are laws in any of the states 
against teaching them religion, except in 



Georgia- 



and 



even there none are pro- 
hibited but men of color. But whatever 
may be the laws, those planters with whom 



, ° I * 7 v | « »*«-" " "ViU 

happiness, where the voice of the oppressor II have conversed on the subject say that 



is heard no more. 

Perhaps few men have ever lived, who 
experienced greater changes in their con- 
dition in life, than the person whose history 
we have been writing ; we have seen him 
a poor menial, suffering for the want of 
food and raiment, exposed to cold, and 
writhing under the lash of the tyrannical 
slave-driver ; a^ain. we see him a minister 
of religion, pleading with the people to for- 
sake the evil of their ways, and showing in 
his life, and by his own example, how far 
superior a life of virtue and integrity is, 
to that of vice and crime. The conse- 
quences of the latter are always disgrace 
and misery ; while the sure reward of the 
former is the favor and applause of the 
wise and good, and in the end, quietness 
and assurance forever. 

After the death of Thomas Cooper, his 
wife and children returned to London, and 
from there to Philadelphia. 



Note.— -The results of this experiment of coloniza- 
tion, for such in a qualified sense it may be called, are 
worthy of remark. Mr. Cooper as a missionary 

may have done good enough to balance the sacrifice 
of his valuable life. But his widow and six child- 
ren very prudently returned to Philadelphia, where 
we are happy to say they are now living very com- 
fortably. Who shall say that they ought to have re- 

ained on that pestilential shore ?— Ed. 



religion strikes at the root of slavery. They 
say it teaches the slave that God is no re- 
specter of persons — and that all men, mas. 
ters and slaves, will be judged and awarded, 
not according to their condition in life, but 
according to their works. And that hence, 
if they are taught the religion of the bible 
so as to understand it, they will be discon- 
tented with their present condition ; and 
should they not understand it, they would 
become mad fanatics. 

I remember that during this present year 
there appeared to be some degree of se- 
riousness manifested among the slaves oi 
my neighborhood. And as they were not 
permitted to meet together for prayer meet- 
ings where it was known — they sometimes 
assembled at midnight in the recess of some 



woodland 



and 



even 



there they were 
found out by the patroles and compelled to 
remain at home. But were religious in- 
struction encouraged by the masters, even 
then it would be next to impossible to have 
religion prevail to any extent among the 
slaves. The first things they learn are to 
lie and steal, and to do many other things 
not to be mentioned. And there is 



no 



moral influence to counteract these propen- 
sities. Most of them have very vague no- 
tions of a future retribution ; and public 
opinion, which exerts an influence so pow- 
erful in a land of equal rights, has no force 
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at all upon the slave. 



He feels his degra- fl there ? 



Every white man knows the true 



dation— he knows he has no reputation to j answer. We ourselves were not born into 
lose, and hence he has seldom any sense of jj the world with all our present knowledge, 
shame. Perhaps he thinks lie has a right every man knows that he has had to strive 
to plunder the man who makes it the busi- 
ness of his life to plunder him. And there 
are many things which he feels the want of, 
and has no means of obtaining, but by de- 
ceiving and stealing. 

There are indeed some pious men in the 
« cities of the plain,' who instruct their slaves j present state 
in religion; but they do it with but little ilong and assiduous teaching, and by the 
better success, than did pious Lot warn his [continual influence of the principles of the 
neighbors. Such is their moral darkness 
that they cannot see the way of life, and so 
far as thev can understand the truths of the 



! 



by long and unremitting exertion, in order 
to arrive to any degree of knowledge. 
And he might know if he would reflect but 
a moment, that the powers of the mind in- 
crease with every new acquisition. He 
might know also that he has arrived at his 

of moral excellence under 



gospely they know, that the deeds of their 
teachers are in opposition to its precepts. 
But the number that is taught, is compara- 
tively small. I have never known one plan- 
tation in ten where there was any religious 

all. Do you wonder 
then, that those beings who are treated in 
every respect according to the caprices of 
covetous men— whipped like brute beasts 
without intellectual or moral instruction 



instruction given at 



gospel upon him. No one should wonder 
then, that the slave is not morally upright, 
as his whole treatment has been opposed to 
every thing holy. 

Does not the sin then lie at our door? And 
will not the day of judgment reveal the truth 
which so manv men are now slow in be* 
lieving, that the blood of these men will be 
required at our hands ? 

You must have observed, sir, that almost 
every argument brought by the slave party 
in favor of continuing the system, is only 



an evasion of the main question 



They 



do you wonder that such beings should be endeavor sometimes to convince themselves, 
degraded. Do you wonder that they should (and indeed what is more easy than for a 
be unfit for freedom ? When does any man j ma n to convince himself that he is correct 
imagine that they ever will become fitted in what he ardently desires?) they endeavor 

to convince themselves, that the sin, if &in 



under such treatment ? Hear what our wise 
men say. " The slaves must not be free 
because they are unfit for freedom. They 
must not be instructed and pitied, because 
then they would be free." Therefore sla- 
very must continue forever. 

Now, sir, suppose they are, and always 
have been unprepared for emancipation ? 
Are we hence to infer, that no mode should 



there be, lies further back than the present 
generation. They tell us that England, 
who now makes such strong declarations 
against slavery — employed in a single year 
no less than one hundred and thirty vessels 
in the trade. And that the English, French, 
Dutch, Danes, and Portuguese, are to an- 
swer for all the iniquity of the present gene 



be introduced to prepare them for freedom? (ration. They tell us also, that Boston, 
Are we hence to infer that they cannot be l| Bristol, Newport, and many other towns, 
made better? that because they are weak, were enriched in fastening slaveryupon the 
we can be justified in oppressing them to south. They tell us too of Polish Boors, 
the very extent of mortal endurance ? From Livonian Serfs — and English manufactu^- 
many conversations that I have had with ( ers. But what does all this amount to? 



men both at the north and the south — andiiGo back, ye equivocators, if you please, to 
from many publications that I have lately |1480, when the first fort was established at 
read, I should imagine that I ought to infer ijD'EImina ; or if you prefer, go back to the 
all these monstrous results. Nay, more, jj time of the Moors, who first introduced 
that the righteous judge will not condemn Jj African slaves into Spain, or to the time of 
us for doing any thing that we have the jj Joseph, and bring up the long catalogue of 
power to do, if it only be profitable to our- jj crimes and oppressions. Measure the rivers 
selves. I; of blood unrighteously shed in the horrible 

Again, allow thent to be unfit for freedom, j traffic ; count the number of groans, and the 
Who has rendered them so? Who has i, millions of the eternally iost of our own 
brought them intG their present state of ig- j; country ; and then tell me, whether you 
norance and degradation, and kept them jj seriously intend to do these same things; 
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and to build the sepulchres of the prophets? 
Do you seriously intend to say, that you will 
oppress men in America because they are 
oppressed in Europe? 

Christianity should lead to the freedom 
of the world, as well as to the preaching of 
the gospel to every creature. It did lead 
to the abolition of slavery in Europe at the 
close of the twelfth century, when mankind 
were much less entangled than they are at 
present. And the charters of freedom were 

given c pro amore dei, pro mercede animse. ' [gland, the people would have been very sim 



ry widely in their feelings and habits^yet 
I must think, under the same circumstan 
ces, they would be very much alike. There 
are hundreds of people in Mississippi and 
Louisiana, having all the characteristics of 
southerners, who were originahy from New 

are said to be t 
more cruel to their slaves than the emi- 
grants from the old slave states. However 
this may be, I doubt not that, had the labor 
alwavs been nerformed bv slaves in N. En- 



England. 



men 



In the spirit of Christianity, that excellent 
people the Quakers, so early as 1696, con- 
demned the slave trade, and passed for ma- 
ny successive years resolutions against sla- 
very itself. 

In our own country Benezet and Wool- 
man deserve to be held in everlasting re- 
membrance, and to be imitated by all the 
great and good until there shall be no more 
oppression on the soil of America. 

How long shall we delay to do justice, 

because we are unwilling to forego the 

profits of slave labor ! Shall we continue in 

our oppressions until compelled by the 

judgments of heaven to let the oppressed 

go free ? Until some signal calamity shall 

overtake us in our iniquity, and we find it 

too late to devise any means for justice or 
safety ? 

May God, in his mercy, stay these evils, 
and lead our northern and southern fellow 
citizens to unite in the bonds of love in wip- 
ing away this defiling stain from the land. 



ilarto the inhabitants of the southern states. 



LETTER III. 



It may be supposed by some, that the peo- 
ple of the south have some constitutional 
peculiarities, which distinguish them from 
the inhabitants of the nothern states. South 
of the' Potomac and the Ohio, few public 
works are found: Men seem to live more 



I make this assertion, because I believe, by 
those laws which the Almighty has estab- 

very 

must be a deadening blast to the moral 
character of any community. 

Yesterday I was walking on the bluff at 
Natchez with a gentleman of my acquaint- 
ance, while a young man was carried to 
his grave who had come to his death by his 
own hands. " This young man," said my 
friend to me, fC is but a melancholy example 
of too many youth of this country. He be- 
gan with attending all the sports which are 
practiced by those of his age: fox-chasing*, 
deer-hunting, and horse-racing, none of 
which are done without more or less drink- 
ing, until at last he lost ail he had in gam- 
bling, and then shot himself, that he might 
not endure the reproaches of his relations, 
and the taunts of his associates." 

We extended our walk along the bluff, 
until at length we descended to the level of 
the river, where the hills retire some little 
distance and form a most delightful retreat. 
And while we were speaking of the great 
number of duels which had lately occurred 
in Alabama, my friend said to me, " Do 
you know that even this lovely spot was a 
few vears since defiled with one of the most 
horrible duels that was ever heard of 1 The 
principals," continued he, " and all the se- 
conds, joined in the fight, and were most 
shockingly cut and stabbed with knives and 
swords." " But," said I, " can public opin- 



for themselves. They have a high sense fj ion sanction such deeds ?" " Public opin- 



of personal honor ; but little industry or en- 
terprize. North of these rivers, the people 
are rather distinguished for their industri- 
ous habits, and their enterprising spirit. 
Great public works are seen throughout 
the country, though there is less individu- 
al wealth ; and religion exerts a powerful in- 
fluence over the minds of the mass of the 

popukaon. Now, although men differ ve- 



ion," replied he, "is but light here against 
what you call enormities at the north. All 
men do not even here value a man any 
the more because of his delicate perceptions 
of honor. But to show you what the people 
in some places, at least, think of shooting 
a friend, I will relate a case that occurred 
in the neighborhood last year. In the vih 

age of Washington a deadly quarrel ensued 
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between two young men, on account of a;! to judge from those parties which 1 have 

lady. They crossed over into Lou- jj had an opportunity of attending, they have a 

most pernicous influence. During my first 



or 



brought 



youn 

saiana, fought, and one was killed 

back by his friends to the village, and bu-j! summer at the south, some fifteen of us met 
ried in the sight of the people* The mur-j ( on the hanks of St. Catharine's creek to 
derer married the object of his unrighteousjj catch buffalo and cat fish, I found in the 
strife ; and how much she, her friends, or jj course of the day, that the object was not 
the people of the village reproached him, jso much to take fish, as to drink whisky. I 
that deed may teih 



need not detail ail the particulars ; it may 
But let us consider for a moment howl- be sufficient to say, it was no place for a 



of things 



is 



brought 



; sober man. I also soon after attended a 

deer hunt. 



It was among 



the long wave 



| like hills on the borders of the river, where 
! in passing over the summits you look down 
upon the river, the lakes, and interminable 
forests at luu west. It was indeed a scene 



that peculiar state 
about. 

So soon as the child learns any thing he 
learns to command, and in too many cases 
to do as he pleases. Hence fie becomes 
haughty and overbearing, not only to slaves, 
but also to those no less excellent than him- j of unequaled nature in her wildest dress, 
self. He also is soon made acquainted j And I could not help contemplating how 
with the wealth of his father, and that he i beautiful arc the works of God, where man 
shall in a few years come into possession j f has not been able to defile them! But in 
of a fortune. He sees that labor is disre-ijihe midst of all this enchanting scenery in- 
putable. Hence he not only becomes proud, jl temperance was not wanting ; and suclx in- 
but idle ; and you know, sir, that the idle j, temperance as would have disgraced the 
will alwavs find something worse to do than | very wild beasts that seek those thickets for 
dry study or vexatious business. And you [shelter. 



know, too, that in all places, those young 



Such is the training of the youth. From 



men who meet together to kill time, are their earliest years up to manhood, there is 



likely to become the worst of citizens. I 
would suppose that a pirate might as soon 
become a religious man, as that an idle boy, 
brought up on a plantation, might become 
virtuous and merciful. I have heard bovs 
no more than eight or ten years of age talk 



: little ii? it all that leads them to consider the 
(true end for which God created them. 

But I will not trouble you w ith the recital 
of the thousand ways to death, which are 

thoughtless and the 



here opened to the 



young. Permit me only to relate some con- 
cf shooting run-aways, with all the coolness ; versation which I lately had with one, who, 

[from his profession, should follow mercy 
learn on the plantation, the common sports ,; ! an( ] truth. This man told me that he had 
of the country arc admirably adapted to I 1 come to the country with all the prejudices 
make the young men intemperate and pro- |i which I seemed to have : but that, after 



digal. 



Idleness, haughtiness, licentious- 1! some years h 



e 



began 



to think slavery 

ness, luxury, effeminacy, and irreligion fol- j' a necessary evil ; and thai his having slaves 
low in one ruinous train, and draw, with i so f ar from augmenting the evil, might ac- 
strong cords, all that might have been love- I tually lessen it inasmuch as he might treat 
ly and excellent, on to sure destruction. ! ( h em better than those from whom he ob- 



They foster every evil propensity to vice, tained them. «Iiul, ,; said I, "how couM 
and urge on many souls to perdition. Do ;| vou thus expose yourself to covetousness ? 
you say that the young men should bo || Was you not aware that no man can tell 
brought up with habits of industry, and then jj w hat lie miirht be, under different circum- 
they might escape from the contaminating \ S { { 

1 ... n /• • • * rm , 



inees 



i«7 



. Was you not aware also, that ma- 
influence of vicious companions. The sons !nv 0 f vour brethren had come into the pos- 
of gentlemen will never be made to labor 1 .' session of this species of property with pre- 
where none do so but slaves, intemperate : ciselv vour feelings, and that these same 
mechanics,and profligate overseers. Where men afterwards rather followed gain than 

ood of the slave ? Not that thev did not 
5 to do well ; but thev soon found that 
for some reason or other, it was easier to 



such men alone labor, it must be disrepufa- l^he v 
ble, and a southerner would sooner lose bis . mca e j 



life than his reputation. 

It is common for the vjum.o; men to meet make cotton, than, under existing laws, to 



often for hunting and fishing; and were I [i improve ihe slave. 5 ' ''It is true," said he, 
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find them so degraded, that without fj day, when the heavens and the earth shall 



the lash and close keeping, they will be- 
come most perverse and unprofitable. Re- 
ligion is the only thing we are allowed to 
teach them; and I find among my slaves 
such ignorance and obstinacy that I almost 
despair, under the present state of things, of 
being able to improve them. I frequently 
preach to them in the plainest manner and 



them 



ometh 



of what I have been saying ; but I never 
found one in ten that could tell me a word 
of it." " Well," said I, "if what you say is 
true, ought not such, at lea^t, as are now 
free of slaves, to consider it a sin, to pur- 
chase them, how much good soever they 



pass away — and if you are sent by your 



heavenly 



to preach deliverance to 



the captives ; ought you not, together with 
every preacher of the gospel, and together 
with every disciple of the Lord Jesus, to 
cry aloud and spare not ; until the oppress- 



ed shall be permitted to go free ?" 



of many 



may 



them 



I will 



argue the question with you not in relation 



who do evil that good may come. They 
may all be sincere for aught 1 can tell ; but 
what may not good men do at length, if 
they fail in Aviththe first temptation ! 

On the next day I was invited to a din* 
ner-party. And as it was rather late when 
I arrived, the dinner was already on the 
table, So sumptuously was the table spread 
that I cannot stop to give any particular de- 



to dollars and cents; but with reference to |j SC riptiou, in short half the "world seemed 
a future judgment; and without any of- 1 10 l iave been plundered and heaped up be- 
fence, I should hope, as you are a preacher j fore us# Various kinds of soup began the 



pel, I am now clear of such 



'feast. 



mea 



two years ago. Dojiand from the turkey down to the pigeon. 



S 



strangers. 



property 

you believe that the Judge of all the earth, 
who surely will do right, would acquit me 
of sin, if I should employ these beings, or 
any other of human kind, and not make 
them a just return for their services? — 
Strangely as you may think of it, sir, I 
should much fear were I to own a slave, 
in order to profit by his services, my eternal 
perdition would be almost certain." 

" Then," said he, "you certainly ought 
not to possess one. But should you re- 
main in the country a few years more, and 
obtain slaves by marriage, I doubt not, but, 

Jou would think quite differently." "Well," 
replied, " suppose that I do think differ- 
ently — what then? Is not truth always 
the same, whatever men may think of it ? 

And moreover, my dear sir, your infidel j; drink, the slave bleeds. 



umer 

+ 

ous dainties—then appeared the dessert of 
weetmeats, nuts, and almost every variety 
of West India fruits. After all came the 
Champaigne with many other species of 
wines. Such is the hospitality that turns 
the heads and hearts of so many grateful 

Few I believe have in the term 
of four years experienced more of southern 
hospitality than I have. And I duly ap- 
preciate the kindness of these generous 
men. But my 

weighed against truth and justice. I never 



gratitude ought never to be 



to 



-~ — ^ — ~„ — ~ >. — a7 

that all these good things have been pur- 
chased at the expense of the groans and 
blood of human beinsrs. While we eat and 



k , While we are fan- 

neighbors know ve,ry well, that if slavery | ne d by cool breezes in the pleasant galle- 



is not injustice and oppression, the Christ- 



e merci- 



, — nes; the slave is wasting his life under an 

ian religion is a fable. They say, if youj intense sun, or writhing'under th 
believe what you profess, and preach the j loss lash. While our eyes are delighted 
gospel, that you ought not to make wealth | with elegant furniture and rich clothing, 



from slave-labor. I do not 
with insincerity j 
utter a word 



charge 



you j! the slave is in rags, exposed to levers, and 
far be it from me to f raisin? his weary eyes to the slowlv moving 



to wound your feelings 



I 



sun, 



re 



w , , longing for the mirht that he may 

believe slavery is contrary to the spirit of lose in the forgetfulness of bleep, the 
Christianity; but I would not pretend to : membrance of wrongs that will" soon end 

and barren 



say that every master will be consigned to i; his days. O 



the world of wo. Oui 
mercy 



give me 



rcu£m 



Savior is great in 



N 

than wealth and luxury at such a price 



and poverty with it, rather 



greatest oppressor, should he repent of his! Scarcely a night has passed these thrct 
iniquities. 

But, sir, if you hope for mercy in that jj dear native place have occurred to me in 



|| years, but. the beautiful hills of my own 
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my dremfls. And now I look anxiously 

towards the land of the free, with the ar- 
dent hopo of reaching* it again, if it only 
be, that I may b« buried in the land of my 



fathers. 



X. Y. Z» 



THE DIPLOMACY OF THE U. STATES 

IN REGARD TO SLAVERY. 

The boasted republics of antiquity, gave 
the lie to their pretensions to liberty and 
equality by holding slaves, — and they Lave 
passed away. In a republic the crime is 
aggravated by the addition of hypocrisy 
to robbery. While the oppressor blows 
the trumpet of freedom to the notes ** liber- 
ty'' — " equal rights" — u death to tyrants" 
he is compelled to hold the throat of his vic- 
tim with a stronger grasp, to load his limbs 
with heavier chains, to shroud his mind in 

* 

darker night, lest he too should be awaken- 
ed by the thrilling sound. It is to this re- 
mark, as exemplified in the history of our 
country, that we would eall the special at- 
tention of our readers. With shame and 
bitter regret we ask them to inquire, wheth- 
er ANY NATION, IN ITS FOREIGN RELA- 
TIONS, HAS EXERTED A MORE MALIGNANT 
INFLUENCE AGAINST THE FREEDOM OF ANY 
PORTION OF THEIR FELLOW MEN, THAN 
OURS HAS AGAINST THAT OF THE DESCEND- 
ANTS of Africa ? It was not enough to le- 
galize the slave trade for twenty years, and 
to retain all the living victims of it 
and their children forever; but we have 
frowned upon the freedom of colored men 
wherever it has shown itself. 



complexion; their skins, by which we chris- 
tian republicans judge of men, are of an 



unch ristian color ! 



Their recognition 



would have drawn into the neighborhood 

of our immaculate congress black amhassa- 

dors ! An intolerable outrage upon that 

nice sense of propriety in such matters, 

which is essential to th° security of our 
slaves ! 

The history of the discussion in our con- 
gress in regard to the " Panama mission," 
throws a broad light upon this subject 
That mission was most strenuously opposed 

congress to be as- 



on the ground that the 



sembled at Panama, from the well known 
tendency of the southern republics to uni- 
versal emancipation, would result in the re- 
cognition of Hayti and the emancipation of 
the slaves of Cuba and Porto Rico. The mis- 
sion was in fact only carried by a vote of 24 
to 20, the majority being gained by the con 
currence of some/who voted for the avowed 
purpose of preventing the dreaded result by 
a representation in that congress. The fol- 
lowing specimens, give a fair view of what 
has hitherto proved the ruling sentiment in 
this nation in regard to this subject. Mr. 
Berrien of Georgia, said in the debate on 
the Panama question, 

" Sir, under such circumstances the ques- 
tion to be determined is this : with a due 



them 



_ _ — j 

! regard to the safety of the southern states, 
can you suffer these islands (Cuba and Por- 
to Rico) to pass into the hands of buccaniers 
drunk with their new-born liberty ?" 

Again, in the same speech he said, " we 
must hold language equallv decisive to the 



mu • i j r tt * i i • • r Spanish Am. states. We cannot allow their 
Ine island of riavti has been in noint oft • • i • i • ■ i 

.f a * a a u ^ L y LL U1 principle of universal emancipation to he 



fact under an independent government for a w n i • , r \ - •* • u 
rt - r ini • i I! called into activitv m a situation whore 

series of years. That its government has 



its 



contagion from our neighborhood, would be 
dangerous to our quiet and safety." 

Language every way worthy of the "ho- 
ly alii 



a nee. 



Mr. Havne of S. Carolina, in the eatne 



our rights in that 



been liberal and highly favorable to the in- 
ustry, good order,and happiness of its rapid- j 
ly increasing population is evident from its ' 
history. Why have we not by recognising 

the independence of Hayti Greeted her to a , , T . , (C T . , 

stand among the nations of the earth ? Did debate > sa i d ' 1 ™nsidei . 
no passage in our own history remind us of sp ° CleS f P ro P el ;7 t natlvc born American 
it 7 Did not our own strength, render it as ! ! mcn . and ™ me » 1 J as e ™ open to dis- 
safe to us, as her weakness and the bitter- jj^sion, either here or elsewhere, and in re- 
ness of her enemies rendered it desirable toll 8 !*** t0 our duties.^ (imposed by our sHua- 
her? 
act of 
fused ! 




thepeople of Hayti are guilty of a peculiar :, ei J vc 

J 1 ; ador 



envoys, 

tied 



Messrs. Anderson and Serjeant, 
with many noble sentiments on 

♦ For the origin of this independence, see ChriT- !; other V^nts, contain the following passage 

son s Thoughts -.—Anti-Slavery Reporter,' No. 3. C in relation to Hayti. 
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" The President does not think it would 
proper at this time to recognise it as a 
new state." The reasons assigned for this 
rire three. 1. The nature and manner of 
the establishment of the governing power 
in that island. 2 The little respect paid 
there to any other race than the Africans. 
3. The commercial arrangement by which 
Hayti had yielded advantages to France. 
In regard to the first of these reasons it may 
be remarked that however the government 
of Hayti might have been established, it was 
then popular and highly conducive to the 
prosperity of the island. The form, of gov- 
ernment was not analogous to our own.it is 



true. 



But what good reason had we ever 



F 

i 

ed which was so much dreaded hy our 

republicans who have out-lived the intoxi- 
cation attending the birth of their own lib- 
erty. It is a!s follows : 

Let the sad and abject countenance of 



the 



poor 



African bending 



beneath the 



given the Haytiens to imitate our form of 
government 1 Was it to be found in the fact 
that we hold two millions of slaves, or in the 

^ 

compact by whichf the security of slavery is 
supposed to be guaranteed ? Secondly, it is 
not t*ue that the Haytien government has 
showed disrespect to any foreigners, much 
less to the Americans. It is said, on high 
authority, that Boyer, from the commence- 
ment of his administration over the whole 
island, paid special respect to American ci- 
tizens * Besides, what claim could we, as 
white Americans, set up to the hospitality of 

the colored Haytiens ? Was it founded on || ABOLITION OP SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH 
out universal exclusion of their color and 
some of themselves from our tables ? If a 
reciprocity of respect is called for, it would 
be perfectly in place for us to take the first 



chains of rapacity and oppression, no longer 
be seen in these climes. Let him be en- 

^ i 

h 

dowed with equal privileges with the white 

man, whose color he has been taught to 

regard as a badge of superiority, let him in 

Jearning that he is not distinct from other 
men, learn that he is a rational being." 

We blush for the disgrace brought upon 
his country by our minister then resid- 
ing at Mexico, who labored to have this 
sentiment disclaimed by the parties to. the 
Congress. 

While slavery is thus regarded, what 
avails our diplomacy , in relation to the 
slave-trade, but to protect the doihestic traf- 
fic which is now in full vigor ? With hon- 
est shame we ask, what could our govern- 
ment have done, that it has not, to rivet the 
fetters of the African, under whatever clime 
he may send up his bitter groans ? 



DOMINIONS. 



with 



step 



But the third reason is the " unkind- 



est cut" of alL We will not trust ourselves 
to express the feelings which it excites with- 
in us. The suppliant debtor importuned 
us to give him the countenance of our name 
against his hard-hearted creditor. We turn- 
ed away. He was obliged at length to drive 
the best bargain he could without regard to 
our interest. Notv, we say, because you. have 
given advantages in the way of business to 
our rival, we will not recognise you as an 
honest man ! It was the refusal of our go- 
vernment to countenance the Haytiens that 
drove them to give commercial advantages 
to France. Is it for us now to taunt them 
with having compromised their sovereign- 
ty,— made themselves a " colony," and lost 
their claim to a recognition as an independ- 
ent state ? By what name would such con- 
duct be called in a private citizen ? 

In the speech at the opening of the Con- 
gress of Panama, the sentiment is contain- 
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liberation of 80U;000 British slaves & likely to take 
place hot only without violence but much sooner than 
was anticipated. The necessity of emancipation and 
the offer of 20,000,000 pounds sterling, have annihi- 
lated the prospective mischiefs of the " turning loose" 
from despotism to law. The colonies, for the purpose 
of the sooner getting at the splendid compensation, 
are taking measures to substitute acts of immediate 
emancipation for the apprenticeship syst&n propos- 
ed by the mother country. We . are informed that 
such an act has been already passed in Bermuda, 
where the slave population equals the free, by which 
slavery, there, will be totally abolished the first of 
next August. If such an act is safe on an islet of the 
ocean, will some wise man tell us, why it would be 
unsafe. in the District of Columbia? why it would be 
unsafe throughout this vast continent? ^ 

From the British "Anti-Slavery Reporter" of Dec. 
26, we quote the following : 

" By far the most predominant feeling in 
our minds, in reviewing these transactions, 
and contemplating the present position of 
our great cause, is that of exultation, and of 
the deepest gratitude to the Great Disposer 
of all events, who has put it into the hearts 
of the rulers and of the people of this 
nation to send forth the irresistible de- 
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cree, that the crirhe of Slavery shall cease 
throughout the dominions of the British 



crown. 



Noi 



abated by a consideration of the large sum 
which we have to pay for its final extinc- 
tion. ****** We also lamented, and 
still lament, that the emancipation of the 
slaves should have been clogged with the 
unnatural and monstrous appendage of an 
universal apprenticeship, tending to no 



much 



and 



bringing with it, among other evils, that of 
requiring a variety of multitudinous provi- 
sions, to be framed by the colonial legisla- 
tures, for regulating this anomalous and 
unwieldy institution* The .term of that 
apprenticeship has, however, most happily 
been greatly reduced, even by the Act 
which we have here transcribed ; and we 
rejoice to perceive symptoms of a general 
feeling in the colonists themselves to get 
entirely rid, if possible, of this injurious 
incumbrance. It would be premature to 
enter upon this part of our subject. The 
Act had only reached the Colonies at the 
date of our latest intelligence from that 
quarter, but we are happy to say that it 
appears to have 5 been received without any 
general expression of dissatisfaction on the 
part of any of the classes affected by it, 
and that the colonial legislatures have hith- 
erto professed a strong solicitude to meet 
the wishes of the parent state. We learn 
from the Jamaica Watchman, of the 9th of 
October, that it is the Editor's belief, if his 
information be well grounded, that the ap- 
prenticeship system is regarded by the 
legislature there c as a fallacy which must 
be abandoned ; and that emancipation, the 
full and complete emancipation of the 
slaves, is the only safe, satisfactory, and 
economical plan, and the one which must 
be adopted.' <It is most gratifying,' adds 
the editor, « to observe such a oneness of 
feeling, such a unity of sentiment, in those 
who are especially called upon, on their 
own behalf, and that of the inhabitants 
generally, and of the slave-owners parti- 
cularly to decide upon it- 

<If ever,' he then proceeds, c there was 
a period when we felt our souls warmed 
at the contemplation of the successful, 
peaceful, and happy termination of a ques- 
tion with which our very existence was at 
one time bound up, this is ! If ever there 
was a period when we felt disposed to give 

the rein to fancy, and enjoy to the full (in 



anticipation) that exquisite delight which 
flows from a knowledge that all around m 
are happy, peaceful, and contented, this is 
that period. From full emancipation, and 
the just' and impartial administration of 
equal laws, that happiness, that peace, 
and that contentment must assuredly flow. 
Who then, at this eventful period, would 
not be a legislator ? Where is the man so 
bereft of feeling, so void of sensibility, so 
great a stranger to that delight which re- 
sults from an ability to make others happy, 
who does not covet a seat in that house 
who would not be one of that favored band 
who are to extend the blessings of liberty 
to three hundred thousand of their fellow 
men? 

4 Surely the prospect is most cheering. 
The heart of the sincere philanthropist 
warms and dilates, whilst he contemplates 
it ; and we would not exchange our feel- 
ings at the present moment, heightened as 
they are by the reflection of the part we 
have taken in the arduous struggle, for all 
the filthy lucre possessed by all the ene- 
mies of liberty in this and every other por- 
tion of the habitable globe. Some there 



are who support the 



immediately 



emancipating the slaves, from a conviction 
that such an act is not only consistent 
with a feeling of the purest humanity and 
benevolence, but necessary, in order to 
secure the peace, happiness, and tranquillity 
of the island in which they reside, and in 
which their all is situated. Others support 
such a proposition, as being the most likely 
to insure the payment, by the government, 
of the compensation awardedby Parliament, 
and the obtaining, through the instrumen- 
tality of that government, of a loan to ena- 
ble them to put the new system into active 
operation, when they shall become, by 
means of the former, free fr 



tram 



m 



and many because the apprenticeship will 



mu 



emancipation. It will not work, say they ; 
it is surrounded by difficulties ; it will ruin 
our properties and ourselves if attempted, 
and therefore we oppose it. Of two evils 
(for freedom by such is regarded as an 



i) 



choose the least. Give us the 



I 



compensation — free the slaves, and we 
shall then employ such and as many as we 
desire, arid have the whole of their time 
and services. If they misbehave we can 
discharge them and employ others, without 
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being bothered with stipendiary or any! your good conduct. Listen now to the or- 
othcr description of magistrates. Labor j ders which our great and good King has 
win then be a marketable commodity, ob-jsent to rne about you. You will find that 



tainable by those who will give the highest 
price for it. Competition will be the re- 
sult, and both those who desire to employ 
and be employed will be benefited. 

'Thus, although all do not reject the 
apprenticeship for the same reason, all do 
not support the proposition to emancipate 
at once from the same motive : still it is pro- 
bable that all will agree to carry it ; and if 
this is done (we care not what the motives 
or inducements are which lead to it), the 
grand object will be attained. We anx- 
iously look forward to the proceedings of 
the House on this subject. Our anxiety is 
participated in by every slave-holder, and 
every lover of peace and good order in the 
country. We trust we shall not be disap- 
pointed in our expectations — To conclude, 
in the language of the Executive to the 
Assembly: 6 Your task now commences, 
and I have no doubt, that, postponing all 
minor considerations from a sense of the 
paramount importance of this great ques- 
tion,you will enter upon it in a true spirit 
of conciliation, and with that,; thorough 
understanding of the actual state of the 
case, which can alone lead to a satisfactory 
decision. 5 " 

^ ,on>.^.vn tr « r u peace, whose duty it will be to listen pa- 

r rom the same pamphlet we extract the following ■ • i . J i K 

t t *• rcr t r* ■ i i o ■ T tiently, to examine witnesses, and to write 

noble Proclamation of Sir James Carmichael Smith, i J r n n .t A i /* i 

rr^^ f o t i ^ • . <i x i , down caret ully all the particulars of the 

governor of British Guiana, to the enslaved popu la- , i . i i i A . j A r 

.„ t . story, as related both by the master and the 

lion within his junsdiction. It will explain to our app ^ nticed ] aborer , b J fore he give s judg- 
readers the apprenticeship system as well as could be ment Thcse jud?ments must, moreover, 
done by the Act itself under which it was issued. 

" In a proclamation which I addressed to 
you, about three months ago, I told you that 
whatever orders I received from the Kino- 



every thing that could be thought of to ren- 
der you happy and industrious has been at- 
tended to. 

" 1. You are to continue as you are un- 
til the 1st of August next. This delay is 
necessary to enable the Justices of the 
Peace (under whose care and superin- 
tendence you are to be more particularly 
placed) to be selected, and to be sent 
here from England. On the 1st of Au- 
gust next you are no longer slaves, but 
apprenticed laborers. The difference be- 
tween a slave and an apprenticed laborer is 
very much in your favor. A master is, by 
law, entitled to require his slave to work 
nine hours per day, or fifty-four hours per 
week, an apprenticed laborer can only be 
called upon to work at the rate of seven and 
a-half hours per day, or forty-five hours 
per week. You gain, consequently, as soon 
as you are apprenticed laborers, at once 
nine hours per week, in which you can 
work or do any thing for yourselves. The 
master of a slave can order his slave to be 
punished. The master of an apprenticed 
laborer will have no such power over his 
apprentice ; but if he has any fault to find, 
he will have to complain to a justice of the 



be laid from time to time before me ; and if 
any justice of the peace abuses his author- 
ity, or acts with partiality, or under the in- 
fluence of passion, or in any other way 



about you I would immediately communi-j shows himself unworthy of the high trust 
cate them to you, and that you might de-j| committed to his charge, you may depend 
pend upon my carrying them punctually ! upon his being- immediately removed. Yo 



into execution. I warned you of the nee >- 
sity of your continuing to conduct your- 
selves quietly; of steadily performingVour 



work; and of yielding to your masters a! " 2. However much your situation will be 



cheerful and a ready obedience. I am ban- 



see, therefore, the great advantages you will 
derive from being apprenticed laborers in- 
stead of slaves. 



vice; you have conducted yourselves as 
well as could have been wished. This 



„ improved, and your happiness and comforts 

py to say that you have followed my ad- ''augmented, h/being- made apprenticed la- 
borers instead of slaves, yet it is further in- 
tended that in m few years you shall be per- 
country never was happier or quieter. You .j feetiy free, and at iibemMo engage your _ 
iiave shown to the world that you are wor- ; ; sel vos with any master, or gain your liveli- 
thy of the great sacrifice of money the peo-"" - - • ■ * 

pie of England have agreed to o-ive to vour 



hood in any way you may think proper. 
The King has ordered that yon are to be 



masters for your freedom. I thank you for I! apprenticed laborers onlv, from the 1st of 



AlMESRICAN colonization society further unravelled. 
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next August Until the 1st of August of the jj awakened in the minds of any people, it 
year 1840, which is but six years of appren-j; ought to burn in the bosoms of the free. 
ticeship. On the 1st of August, 1840, you jj They have unquestionably a more proiita- 



will be as free as any white men. 



I have said to you that the master |j trading 



ble commerce, and yet do they cease from 



in the blood 



ind 



heartstrings of 



is by law entitled to fifty- four hours per j their fellow men? No; thev themselves 



week of labor from his slave, and that from 
the apprenticed laborer he will only be en- 
titled to forty-five hours per Aveek. There 
are, however, many domestic slaves em- 
ployed about a house, and many mechanics 
and artificers, who do not work in the field, 
but who are required to give up more of 
their time to their master. A list of these 



proclaim, that that nefarious traffic is less 
invincible in Africa than in the United 
States. They find the power of love and 
reason so ineffectual with themselves, that 
with respect to themselves, the}' despair of 
success : but they sandy expect, that the 
barbarous Africans may easily be reformed. 
With all their light and liberty and glorious 



people will be carefully made ; and it is the means of independence, they cling with a 



King's orders that, as they give up a great 
er portion of their time for the use and ad- 
vantage of their masters than the slave 
who merely works at his lawful hours in 
the field, so they should receive a recom- 
pense, by being entitled to their freedom at 
an earlier period. A list of all slaves 
employed as I have described -rill be made 
out, and on the 1st of August next they are 
to be called non-predial apprenticed labor- 
ers ; and they will receive their complete 
freedom on the 1st of August, 1838, that is, 
two years before their comrades. 



" THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY 



FURTHER UNRAVELLED." 

We have just received a refreshing pamphlet, of the 
above title, from the pen of that devoted British phi- 
lanthropist Charles Stuart. In his usual happy style 
he shows the absurdity of the many arguments by 
which that moral and intellectual Babel endeavors to 
support itself. We have time, at present, only to 

quote his handling of the pretence that colonies on dors, before we can evpect to do so with 
the coast of Africa will put an end to the slave-trade, any blessing-. We must raise in (heir minds 



death-grasp to their home slave trade, and 
to their atrocious system of slavery, and to 
their insane prejudices ; and yet they ex- 
jpect that the untutored Africans will, at a 
word, abandon similar crimes. 

What reason have they to expect it ? 

The Africans are men as they are. They 
have the same proud, selfish, and short- 
sighted views of interest as other men. The 
same motives induce them to crime. Being 
men, why should they give up their slave 
trade, under the tuition of a nation of slave 
traders ? Why should they cease from 
slavery when their teachers are slave mas- 
ters '? Why should they prove as candid 
and liberal as angels of light, while their 
patrons are the slaves, or the victims of the 
most insane and cruel prejudices? Yes, as 
Mr, Frelinghuysen says, we must enlight- 
en the Africans to the nature of the evils of 
the slave trade; hut we must cease to he 
slave traders, and companions of slave tra- 
ders, before we can expect to do so with 



that is, aid us in accomplishing our beautiful project 
of hanging all those who bring their wares to sell, to 
a market which we have established and keep open. 



a fixed abhorrence of its enormities: but if 
we would do so, we must shew them that 
we ourselves abhor those enormities. Wo 



"In flie 14th Annual Report, page lOJmust point the African kidnapper to a more 
Mr. rrelinghuyscn, one of the first - ' 



men 



r . 17 . - TTr , proiitiibie commerce than that in un. 

of the United States, says, 'We must en.jiaml heavl -strings of his fellow men. 
lighten the Africans themselves on the na-jj would we succeed, we must ourselves cease 
ture of this evil. We must raise in their i' from that detestable 



blood 
B ut 



minds a fixed abhorrence of its enormities. 
We 



Thei 



commerce, 
•e is something dreadfully ludi 



: settlements point the AfUin the Liberian procedure." 



erous 



rican kidnapper to a more profitable com. I 



A nation of slave traders and slave dealers. 



merce, than that in the blood and heart. ! ; though endowed with everv means of inde- 
strmgs of his fellow mem 5 j; pendency and of wisdom : flourishing hi<r],- 

But where is the magic by which this isj r | v cultivated, mi-htv: a terror to many "in 

to be done 1 ' ' ~ > 



The Americans themselves 



are 



enlightened to the nature of the evil. If a;; insane in iheir 

fixed abhorrenco of its enormities could be jjlicvc themselv 



! : fear of none : overflowing with bibles and 
surely |j with revivals, are yet so desperate and so 

wickedness, that if you be- 
es, not even the gospel of 
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POETRY* 



em 



slave-trading", and the most insane and cruel 
prejudices. Yet anotheT nation of men like 
themselves, in circumstances vastly more 
unfavorable ; feeble, uncultivated, uncivil- 



fear 



pel 



try ; need but a word as it were, to free 



crimes 



of people, too corrupt and abominable to be 
allowed to live or die in their native coun- 
try, by transportation across the Atlantic 
shall effect all this." 




[F 



an English Tract.] 
COMPENSATION, 

AN SASTEHN TALE VERSIFIED. 

It was far hence, in eastern climes, 
Near where imperial Bagdad shines. 
Amidst the spicy groves, and skies, 
Which form an earthly paradise, 
Mustapha hv'd, — for kindness known ; 
The small domain was all his own. 
Among his treasures was a steed, 
Sprung from a prime Arabian breed ; 
Even as a child, the beauteous maro 
Was chcrish'd with paternal care; 
Oft would he pat her neck with glee, 
And say s "I'll never part with thee." 

But oft, even to the good and wise. 
It comes,— that things they loo much prize, 
However beautiful and gay, 
Pass from their firmest grasp away ; 
To bid them seek beyond the sky, 
Treasures which ne'er decav or die. 
So 'twas with Mustapha, — his mare, 
So valued, so beloved, so rare, 
One morn was missing from the field ; 
The earliest da#n the theft rcveai'd. 

With fond solicitude of course, 
Half frantic too, he sought his horse; 
To stranger, or to friend, in vain 
He told his loss, or told his pain ; 
Made too inquiries far and near, 
But could not of his favorite hear. 

When seven long years had pass'd away, 
(To him, O memorable day !) 
A horse went by, at evening's fall, 
'Twas near fair Bagdad's stately wall, 
.And neiffh'd — for he his rnaster'knew — 
And well his Master kenn'd him too; 
Up at that dear, known sound he sprung, 
And on her neck with rapture hung. 
"This horse," said Mustapha, <*is mine: 
The creature instantly resign." 
"I will not," said proud Ibrahim, 
"For she is mine, her every limb 
So Mustapha the Cadi sought, 
And to his bar the robber brought: 
u O Sir," said he, ;t I come to claim 
Mv horse ; I swear u is the same, 
Which from my field was stoPn . way — 
'Tis seven years since, this very day."' 

The Cadi said. " He shall restore 
Thy horse, good Mustapha, and more !" 

" But hear me too," cried Ibrahim, 
•I cannot, will not part with him ; 
Tiie horse is his— I can't deny 
I took him, time long since gone by • 
But as I've had him now so long, * 
O righteous Cadi, 'tis not wron ° 



, im « till. Again? 

0 righteous Cadi, best of men, 
Shouldst thou my humble claim refu0$ 

1 pray thee tnink,— how much Hose ! 
The horse has earn'd me, it is, clear, 
At least ten dinas every year ; 
Then shouldst thou take the horse away, 
Bid him a compensation pay ; 
But O let me retain him now, 
Allah is gracious — so be thou!" 

Soon as the righteous Cadi heard, 

"O wretch !" said he, "by this my beard, 

Thou shalt give up the horse; and more. 

The dinas he has earn'd, restore* 

Nor shalt thou thus escape thy due; 

Know, wretch, thou shalt be punished too ! 

How dar'st thou, villain, Allan name, 

To justify so vile a claim !" 
The application of the tale, 

O hear, — and let ihe right prevail. 
Seest thou yon female, sad, alone, 

Flesh of thy flesh, bone of thy bone, 

Her feet in cruel thraldom bound, 

Her back with many a bloody wound 

All cover' d o'er ? The burning tears 

Still wet upon her cheek ? For years 

She toii'd more than Mustapha'tfhorse, 

To fill her Master's store and purse. 

Though worn with dreadful bondage, lo, 

He says he will not let her go. 
But is she his ? O yes, his claim 

Is Ibrahim's to the horse, — the same. 
" But did ho steal her ? Tell the whole"- 

He bought her of the man who stole; 

" No, no— the slave was wilFd to hini, — 

Who left the horse to Ibrahim?" 

But tell us, by what law of heaven, 

A right to will the slave was given ; 

And may he that as his dare name, 

To which his father had no claim 1 

Come show us plainly, if you can, 

Your right to buy or sell a man. 

"The Parliament has given the right/' — 
Should their voice say, that black is white, 
Would their decision make it so? 
Plain common sense must answer, No. 
Vote as they may, to them belong 
No power to alter right and wrong. 
Who gave them power to make a slave? 
Nor can they give but what they have. 

Know, then. O planter, that thy claim 
Is Ibrahim's to the mare— the same. 

t " What ! must I then the captive free 1 
No, no— it must not, shall not be; 
Unless you compensation give, 
In bondage still the slave shall live; 
See, from my books the case is clear, 
She earns me fifty pounds a year. 
Think what I lose,— I'll be repaid; 
Pray let your justice be display'd." 

"Then listen," would the Cadi say, 
"Know thou, that I decree this day, 
That thou this wretched slave shalt free, 
And give her all she's earn'd for thee. 
I will give justice to a slave, 
For she should compensation hate ; 
To her the recompense belongs, 
For years of toil, for years of wrongs ; 
The recompense to Ibrahim due, 
THIS, ONLY THIS, BELONGS TO YOU!" 
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THE DEBT OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY 

We had hoped to have little more to do [ will be better off if white and black will 

treat each other as brethren on this conti- 



y 

i 

1 



so 



in exposing the false doctrines and injurious 
tendencies of the American Colonization 
Society. But there has recently issued a 
report from its managers, so deceptive and 

highly satisfactory" to many of the 
doubting friends, that we feel called upon 
for a few remarks. We regard the Coloni- j 
zation scheme under whatever modifica- ■ 

i J 

tions, and by whomsoever advocated, as but j 
the outbreaking of that spirit of slavery 
which rivets the chains of two millions of 
our brethren. In saying this, we do not as a 
matter of course, impeach the motives of all 
those who advocate it. Some thete are who 
may be permitted to save their benevolence 
at the expense of their wisdom. A plan which 
contemplates the expatriation of a class of 
our population for their benefit and ours, 
simply because we indulge a prejudice 
against them, cannot be saved from our rep- 



nent, and Africans will be better off if we 
attempt to Christianize them only by the 



i 



simple and scriptural process of the Boards 
of Foreign Missions. 

The debt of the Society demonstrates, in 
spite of all explanations, that a colony is not 
a thing to be managed by a charitable as- 
sociation. The managers, however, have 
put forth a most elaborate explanation, on 
which we remark, 

1. It would seem to be 



thing to give " a detailed 



a very simple 
tatement of the 
origin, rise, and present condition" of a 
debt. But the Managers make it far other- 
wise. They commence by setting forth 
their own disinterestedness and berievo* 
lence, and proceed to state their statistics 

very much in the lump, buried in an ocean 
of apologies. It is sufficient to say that 'in' 
robation by any modus operandi, however j stead of explaining any thing, this report 
gentle and soothing. Heretofore the Colo- is a piece of genuine col on izationism. 



nization Society has spirited on the public 
to undertake the removal of the entire col- 
ored race : now their design is, to make the 
colony so attractive that the colored people 
shall crowd into it of their own accord, j 
But if they could make Liberia a paradise, j 
the plan would be liable to two fatal ob- \ 
jeetions. 1. It would involve a despair of! 
gaining the victory over prejudice here. 



i 



% The Managers profess to 44 ha*e no 
concealments." The resolution under which 
they drew up the report was as follows ; 

"Resolved, That the Board of Managers be di- 
rected to lay before tho public, through the Afric- 
an Repository, a full and detailed statement of the 
origin, rise, and present condition the society's 
debt, having particular reference to the^ causes 
and manner of its rise and increase ; the times at 
which it has been incurred/ the individuals to 



2. It would involve an immense waste of jj whom it was origina n y an /i s now due, and, for 



labor in doing that at a distance which 
could be done more easily at home. We 
shall never cease to oppose this plan, till it 
is explicitly given up and the flag of Colo- j 
nization struck ^from the mast. Americans [ 



what in every case ; togotfcer with every circuin. 
stance within the reain of their inquiries, here 
and in Africa, whic> can throw any light on this 
subject." 



T" 



If the Managers have honestly exposed 



|3r When gratuitous^ phase to teed and hand it to your neighb 
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In Liberia. 



all that they could discover, according to I 
this resolution, they have been eminently I Colonial agent, 

unsuccessful, Th^r An nnt aivp n nnrt.iV.lft I Paid b ^ the U - S " Government, 

of information 



They do not give a particle 
as to "the individuals" to 



1,600 



debt 



due ;' y and as to the sl J 



Colonial physician, 

was originally and is now | Secretary, 



case," "they do not 
this communication 



deem it important in 

detail all 



in every |j All other salaried officers 



$800 
1,500 
600 
4,220 



to give 



m 



the distinct objects of expenditure." 

They give a detailed statement of tlw 

ordinary 



$7,120 

| The agent and physicians receive also subsist 
jence from the colonial stores, 
j This may bo called the expense of the civil list, 
for which the re- 1{ in the administration of the colony in the United 

ceipts were sufficient, but the expenditures ;i States and in Liberia. 

■ ~ ° - - . - , a Here it may be proper to remark, that most o r 

*: — r° ™ j :r ~ ;~i:th ~ " ~ " " 

wn 



which have brought the Society in debt are,. . T . f . L , , A . 

- ° rpi t J ii I , i ! these colonial salaries were not created by the 

Af * e y t * lJ *** lai §!5vjj Board, and whatever may have been the necessity 

about expenditures for schools, ' 



fortifica-;! heretofore, when the colony was in an infant 

tions, purchase of territory, arms, surgical jj state, the managers now consider most of the 
instruments, warlike stores, and armed' ves-ij'^lary officers in the colony to be unnecessary 

i> The measures which they have adopted on this 



sels ; but we are not told how much for each. 
Is this strange and unbusinesslike course 



pursued in deference to the resolution ; or 



how "dearly they have paid for the whis- 
tle ?" We need only extract from this doc- 
ument that part which relates directly to 
the debt to snow to every man who unites 
honesty with a moderate share of intelli- 
gence, that the Society is still conducted, as 
it has been, with a total want of principle. 

From tho year 1820, the receipts and expendi- 
tures, and the number of emigrants, in each year, 
have been as follows ; 

Years. Receipts. Expenditures. 



j branch of the subject, will be found in another 
| part of this communication. 

j The expenditures in the United States, besides 
om tlie donors jthoseforthe civil list., have been* for collecting 

emigrants for their embarkation — for subsistence 
till their arrival — for provision*, subsistence and 
! colonial stores, sent from the United States for 

hs after their arrival in 



their support for six mo 

Liberia — for charter of vessels, freight and trans- 
| portation — for medicines, surgical instruments, 
arms, warlike stores, and armed vessels ; and also 
for the maintenance of three medical students. 

The expenditures of the colony, besides those 
for the civil list, have been, for the support of 
public schools, for buildings, presents to native 
kings, fortifications, purchase of territory, expense 



1820-2 


$5,627 66 


" '23 


4, 70S 02 




4.379 98 


" '25 


10,125 85 


" '26 


14,709 24 


" '27 


13,294 94 


" '28 


13,458 17 


4S '29 


19,795 61 




26,583 51 


" '31 


27,993 15 


" '32 


40,365 08 


" '33 


39,242 46 



79 "j 




$3,785 
6,766 17 
3 r 851 42 
7,543 88 
17,316 94^j 
13,901 74 1 
17,077 12 f 
18,487 34 j 
17,637 32 
28,068 15 
51,644 22 
35,637 54 



. , court house and jail, opening roads, and the 

umig ts. ji founding of new settlements. 



390 



781 



259 
441 
790 
108 



jj It was at all times the desire of the Board, that 
jj all the expenses at the colony should be paid by 
j; the agent, either from the sale of articles from the 
colonial stores, or by cash in his hand. The ruin, 
ous practice of purchasing provisions from the 
merchants in Liberia on credit, and paying for 
j them from time to time by drafts on the Board, 
jwas never for one moment contemplated, except 
; in cases of peculiar and rare contingency ; and 
yet, owing to adverse circumstances of the last 
two years, this very practice has been the princi- 
pal cause of the present embarrassment in the 



! finances of the society. 



( 



i 



Total, 2,769 

^ It is not deemed important in this communica 
tion to give in detail all tho distinct objects of ex 

penditure ; but it is necessary to a clear and satis. : : pears from tho society's books, supplies were fur- 
fatory exposition that the leading items of expense fished and sent out amounting to $40,946 63. 
should be specifically stated. " * 




, In addition to this amount, the drafts on iho 
In the United States, theso have consisted of Board have been $33,339 15, making the entire 

$1,950 -"charge on the funds of the institution $73,885 7b, 
1,000 Is for these four years, exclusive of the civil list in 

the United States, support of medical students, 
150 "collecting emigrants, charter of vessels, freight 

md transportation. 



Salary of tho Secretaiy, 

AsBi&tant Secretary, (for last yaar,) 
Treasurer and Clerk, 
Postage of letters, 
Office rent, 

Printing and stationary, (average,) 
Agents in different states, do. 
Fuel and other contingencies, 



750 : 



200 



i,S90 The sum of $40,946 63, vested as it was in co. 

l,3o6 :iomal stores and provisions, was deemed sufficient 
120 j for all the expenses of the colony. The highest 
— -~ [j estimate made by the colonial agent, was at all 
$6,716 [i times less than twenty dollars for the support of 



r 



THE DEBT OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



51 



each emigrant afer his arrival. Estimating that! its result. The loose state of the accounts, their 



sum for each, the 1598 emigrants would require 
for their support $31 
$8,986 63 for the c 
tures at the colony. 

$12 



want of system, the long period in which accounts 
with the merchants at the colony have been ac- 



This balance was in colonial I Board — the absence, to some extent, of vouchers. 

or suitable explanations, for many items, and the 



* ° ' ^ * k 9 ^ W 

sum was evidently too small for the payment of general want of care and economy, are painful 

the civil list in the colonv for four vears. and for results to which their examinations have lfid t.hnm. 



the civil list in the colony for four years, and for 
the other expenditures, for objects of a permanent 
character. The purchase of additional territory, 
the founding the colony at Grand Bassa, and the 
purchase of the agency house from the United 
States, were objects of a permanent nature, and, 
taken together, tended much to increase the debt 
against the society. As a matter of course, drafts 
from the colony to some extent were necessary to 
meet this deficit. 



results to which their examinations have led them. 
To this must also be added the secondary attention 
bestowed on the encouragement of education and 
agriculture at the colony ; both of which the 
friends of the society have so much at heart. It 



In the purchase of the supplies 
sent to the colony, the Board had incurred a debt 
in the United States of $11,708 97. 

In thus extending the operations of the soeiety, 
in advance of their means, the Board, it is believ- 
ed, fell into an error. But it arose, in a great 
measure, from the want of full and precise infor- 
mation. Additional light would have prevented 
the outfit of so many expeditions in 1832, The 
object of the Board was undoubtedly praisewor- 
thy ; their accounts from the colony, throughout 
1832, were most encouraging. Emigrants offered 
themselves, and liberated slaves were offered in 
greater numbers than the means of the Board 
would enable them to send to the colony. Many 
friends of the cause urged the Board to give more 
vigor to their operations, and expressed the opin- 
ion that the public liberality would sustain them 
in their efforts to increase the numbers of the col- 



is due, however, to the agent, to state, that a great 
part of the time he was laboring under the want 
of health, that his duties were at all times labori- 
ous ; that his services, in many respects, have 
been of great value ; and that he has returned to 
the bosom of his friends in a weak state of health. 
It is due to him sl&o to state, which the Board do 
with pleasure, that in no one instance does it ap- 
pear, that any improper considerations of personal 
emolument for one moment influenced his cop* 
duct, on the contrary, he is now a creditor of the 
Board for a part of his compensation. 

In the examination of the accounts for articles 
purchased in Liberia, at a large advance upon the 
original cost, there is no evidence that either ship, 
masters or colonial merchante asked or received 
more than the current market price of such arti- 
cles. 

Other causes, however, and those which no 



ony 



This desire to extend and enlarge the bene 



ncial operations of the society, to the number who 
were waiting and anxious to go to Liberia, induc- 
ed the Board to incur responsibilities, both in the 
United States and at the colony, which, in the 
most favorable circumstances, would have left a 
heavy balance against them. 

Although a resort to drafts, to some extent, was 
foreseen by the Board, yet from the general and, 
favorable information received from the agent, 
they oould not have anticipated such frequent and 

them. The 



human foresight could have provided for, tended 
greatly to increase the debt against the society. 
The failure, to a great extent, of the rice crops, 
ihe vast demand for it from the Cape de Verd Isl- 
ands, and the dependence on the society, beyond 
the usual time, of many families afflicted with 
sickness, all tended greatly to increase the expense. 
| In these visitations of Divine Providence, the 
I Board would d 



heavy drafts as were made up 
agent, though frequently written to, did not al- 
ways furnish them with the necessary details. 
Hence, the Board were not aware of the ruinous 
debts that were accumulating against them at the 
colony. When the drafts wero presented, they 
were at a loss to know whether te accept them 
for payment or refuse. Fearing, however, the 
effect of the return of the drafts to the colony, the 
Board did accept them in the absence of the ac- 
counts and estimates. Tn this, also, the Board 
may hax^e erred, although, under all the circum J 
stances, it is not clear that it was an error : they 
were reduced, as in several other instances, to a 
choice of evils, under circumstances that rendered 
it extremely difficult to determine how the balance 
of evils turned. In future, however, it is their ! 
determination , so to arrange the business that a! 
resort to drafts shall be unnecessary, unless under 
special circumstances. 

Since the annual meeting of the society, the jj « • T^vj^/'^n 
Board have, with great care, examined the ex- ' ilKUWaudl * 



to feel how much the blessing 
of God is needed in all their affairs ; and without 
that blessing, how vain are all their efforts. 

The amount of such debts of the so- 
ciety as have been accepted or set- 
tled by the Board, including the 
sum of $5,705 41, falling due in 
March and May next, is 
To which must be add<*d various 
claims before the Board, not yet 
titled, and which may be subject 



$36 



to some deductioPj 
In addition to this, various evidences 
of debt, held by individuals in the 
colony, ha^e been purchased by an- 
other individual, and presented for 
payment. These claims have not 
been passed upon by the Board ; 
they are payable at the colony, are 
not transferred by any assignment 
to the present holder, and may be 
suoject to deduction. They amount 
to ' 



2,955 00 



6,055 32 



i 



$45 



Now 



man teil us, if he can. the 



the 



~«u,i« uavo, wjiu great care, examineu me ex- n n . , j 

ponditures a', the colony, for the last four years ; I gmally and IS now due, and 
but thie examination has not been satisfactory in U every case." But the " aceoui 



what in 
from the 



LETTER FROM THE WEST. 



7 are in 



colon) 
state. Wl 



a loose and unsatisfactory fj United States 



The committee either 



! offer. 



We have no entreaties to 



had some "accounts" in their hands or they will supersede the use of arguments^ (!) 
hnd'iione. If they had some, why did they land an enlightened self-interest render alS 
not honestly state the how ?tiuch 1 and the [entreaties unnecessary. We say distinctly 



If they had none, on what authority do they j men of good morals and industrious, and 

money is owed for the erec-] friends and members of the temperance 



we want none to go there but men and wo- 



state 



tion of schools, the purchase of territory, ! cause. As far as we have the power [and 
&c. ? We say confidently that it is impos- how far is that?] we will permit none of a 
sible for the Managers to know so much as different character to go." What 



they profess to, without knowing more than 
they communicate. 



Mana 



concealments," still hold up the colony as 
excellent in morals — as tending to " elevate 
the moral and physical condition" of the 
free colored men. Did not this part of 
their subject remind them of some " horri- 
fying" facts? We appeal to Gcrrit Smith, 
Esq., whether the true state of morals in 



when the managers know perfectly, that 
the best portion of the colored people abhor 
their whole plan, and, what is more, are 
well acquainted with the state of the colony 
which they are vainly endeavoring to con- 
ceal. Even the poor slaves of the South 
accept Liberia only as a miserable alterna- 



mi 



W 



the colony has not been concealed. We but when the 7 are °PP ressed and despised 
ask him whether it is not well known to the (and treated as a nuisance from one end oi 



the colored people free n.nd equal here, this 
plan would be nothing worse than folly, 



Ma nag 



Todsen and Rus- 



the land to the other, for no cause but their 



wurrn, by their own testimony have 



^ j „_ 0 ^ 

is this hid from the American public ? Shall 
the Managers be allowed to pretend that 
this experiment has been successful — that 
its tendencies are to elevate the morals of | 
the subjects of it, when they hold in their 
hands a letter from the editor of the Libe- 
ria Herald, in which he confesses the crime 
of seduction, and apologizes for it on the 



them, whither they may flee at their own 
expense, is cruel and wicked in the ex- 
treme. 



ANTI-SLAVERY IN THE GREAT VALLEY. 

We feel a special pleasure in presenting the follow- 
ing letter to our readers. It was addressed to the 
editor of the New- York Evangelist. 

Lane Seminary, Walnut Hills* 
near Cincinnati, Ohio, March 10, 1834. 

Brother Leavitt — Many of your readers 
are undoubtedly interested in whatever con- 
'cerns this rising institution. Therefore, I 
| send you the following. Slavery and its pro- 

it will be difficult to see "how the Managers i colonization, have been subjects of occa- 



ground of the low state of morals in the 
colony ? We have full confidence in the 
benevolence and the frankness of Mr. Smith, 
and we put it to him, whether it is not time 
that the public should know the worst, on 
more weighty authority than ours. If there 
are any such facts as we have alluded to, | p^^d^emedies 

It Win be diniCUlt to See-; hnw thp Manno'Prsi i i_ 



are clear of concealing them. 



sional remark among the students, since 



4. The Managers by no means give up ! the last term (June.) A flourishing Colo- 
nization Society has existed among us al- 



remov 



ed population. They are compelled to stop jj most from the foundation of the institution, 
for the present. But they propose to pay ti Our interest in these topics increased gradu- 
off their debt by the creation of a stock of ! 
$50,000, 



and then they will be ready to 
proceed in the expatriating process. In the 
mean time by attention to 16 education, "ag 



ally until about the first of February, when 
it was resolved that we discuss publicly the 
merits of the colonization and abolition 
! schemes. At this time, there were but few 
riculture," and "temperance, 5 ' the colony decided abolitionists in the seminary. The 
will have become so attractive that the 'two following questions were discussed, sep- 



poor abused colored man will be glad to go. 

.1* • * 111 - 



arately- 



yf the 



On this point they hold the following* sm-Hng states to abolish slavery immediately?" 
gular language, " To this class we address 1 2nd, "Are the doctrines: tendencies and 
no arguments to indue-e them to leave the measures of the American Colonization 
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abolition, during 
Nearlv four of th 



the two next 



evenings. 



Society, and the influence of its principal Conclusions and inferences were then 
supporters, such as render it worthy of the drawn from these facts, and arguments 
patronage of the Christian public t n founded uuon them favorable to immediate 

Our respected Faculty, fearing the effect 
the discussion would have upon the pros- 
perity of the., seminary, formally advised 
that it be postponed indefinitely. But the 
students, feeling great anxiety that it should 
proceed, and being persuaded from the state 
of feeling among them, that it would be 
conducted in a manner becoming young 
men looking forward to the ministry of the 
gospel of reconciliation, resolved to go on. 
The president, and the members of the fa- 
culty, with one exception, were present du- 
ring parts of the discussion. 

Each question was debated nine even- 
ings of two hours and a half each — making 
45 hours of solid debate. We possessed 



and 



some facilities for discussing both these 
questions intelligently. We are situated 
within one mile of a slave-holding state : 
eleven of our number were born 
brought up in slave states, seven of whom 
were the sons of slave-holders, and one of 
them was himself a slave-holder till recent- 
ly: one of us had been a slave, and had 
bought his freedom " with a great sum," 
which his own hands had earned : ten oth 



were devoted to the recital of facts in re- 
gard to slavery, slaves, and slave-holders,, 
gathered, not from written documents, but 
from careful personal observation and ex- 
perience. Nearly half of the seventeen 
speakers, on the evening last alluded to, 
were the sons of slave-holders ; .one had 
been a slave-holder himself; one had till 
recently been a slave ; and the residue 
were residents of or had recently traveled 
or lived in slave states. From their testi- 



mony, th 



following 



facts and premises 



ers had lived more or Jess in slave states, 
besides several who had traveled in the 



mi 



of slavery, 



making 



inquiries 



and 



were established, to wit : That slaves long for 
freedom ; that it is a subject of very frequent 
conversation among them ; that they know 
their masters have no riffht to hold them in 
slavery ; that they keenly feel the wrong, 
the insult and the degradation- which are 
heaped upon them by the whites ; they feel 
no interest comparatively in their master's 
affairs, because they know he is their op- 
pressor : they are indolent, because nothing 
they can earn is their cwn ; they pretend 
to be more ignorant and stupid than they 
really are, so as to avoid responsibility, 
and to shun the lash for any real or alleg- 
ed disobedience to orders ; when inspired 
with a promise of freedom, they will toil 
with incredible alacrity and faithfulness; 
they tell their masters and drivers they are 
contented with their lot, merely through 
fear of greater cruelty if they tell the truth ; 
no matter Iioav kind their master is, they 
are dissatisfied, and would rather be his 



searching after truth. We possessed all 
the numbers of the African Repository from 
its commencement, nearly all the Annual 
Reports of the Colonization Society, and 
the prominent documents of the Anti-Slave- 
ry Society. In addition to the above, our 
kind friends in the city furnished us with 
Colonization pamphlets in profusion. Dr. hired servants than his slaves : the slave- 
Shane, a young gentleman of Cincinnati, drivers are generally low, brutal, debauch - 
who had been out to Liberia with a load of led men, distinguished, only for their cruelty 
emigrants, as an Agent of the Colonization rand licentiousness; they generally have 
Society, furnished us with a long statement |j the despotic control of the slaves: the best 
concerning the colony ; and a distinguish- j side of slavery is seen — its darker features 
ed instructress, recently of Hartford, Con-| being known only to slaves, masters and 
necticut, now at Cincinnati, sent us a com-j drivers ; [upon this point, horrid facts, : in 

regard to the whipping and murdering of 
to prove that Colonizationists and Aboli- slaves, were developed. God sparing my 
tionists ought to unite their efforts, and not; life, they shall be piven to the public] The 
contend against one another. These were' 

our materials. And, sir, it was emphatic-! regard to licentiousness, is sickenin^ . 

" This condition is attributable to the treat- 



mu 



moral 



The first speaker occupied nearly two 



evenings 



m presenting 



u 

facts 



concerning 



merit 



they 

being huddled together from their infancy 



slavery and immediate emancipation, gath- in small apartments without discrimination 
ered from various authentic documents of sex; and oftentimes being compelled to 
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steal or starve : the 



influence of slavery 
upon the physical condition, and mental 
and moral character of the whites, is decid- 
edly and lamentably pernicious ; the inter- 
nal slave trade is increasing, and is carried 
on by men distinguished even among slave- 
drivers, for their cruelty and brutality! 

country have stronger so- 
cial affections than slaves : nevertheless, 

i 7 



s 



d 



No 



the 



child, husband and 



of laughter, which were heartily joined in 
by both Colonizationists and Abolitionists. 
Do not understand me as saying, that his 
speech was devoid of argument. No. It 
contained sound logic, enforced by apt il- 
lustrations. I wish the slanderers of ne- 
gro intellect could have witnessed this un- 
premeditated effort. I will 



wife, brother and sister, are torn asunder 
by this bloody traffic ! A husband has been 
known to cut his throat deliberately, be- 
cause this damnable traffic was about to 
separate him from a wife whom he tender- 
ly loved. The horrid character of Louis- 
iana slavery was developed in some degree 
by one who had resided there. The plant- 
ers in that state, when sugar commands a 



give you a 

tol- 



3 



sketch of this man's history. . He 
en from Africa when an infaftt, and sold 
into slavery. His master, who resided in 
Arkansas, died, leaving him to his widow. 



H 

some years 
his 



For 

he managed the "plantation of 
mistress. Finally, he purchased his 



h 



a few of 



their negroes by overworking, if by that 
means they can bring more sugar into a 
favorable market : in consequence of this, 
one of the usual prayers of the poor negro 
is, that sugar may he cheap. Multitudes 
of slaves are being carried into that state 



time by the year, and began to earn money 
to buy his freedom. After five years of 
toil, having paid his owners $655 besides 
supporting himself during the time, he re- 
ceived his " free papers," and emigrated to 
a free state with more than $200 in his 



om 



pocket. 

he earned by laboi 



and trading 



($855) 
He is 



now a beloved and respected member 



this institution. 



No 



Mr. Editor, can 



ped from 



and sold into 



slavery ; slaves are decidedly hostile to 
Liberia, and only 



from 



consent to go 



there to 




opposed to their nee roes 



being 



edu- 
cated ; that the blacks are abundantly able 
to take care of and provide for themselves ; 
and that they would be kind and, docile if 
immediately emancipated. These points, 
with many others equally important, were 
established, so far as a multitude of facts 
could establish them. On the two last 
points, the following was interesting and 
decisive. 



slaves take care of themselves if emanci- 
pated ? I answer the question in the lan- 
guage employed by brorher Bradley on the 
above occasion. " They have to take care 



master, 



themsel 

f< 



now, and their 
the bargain ; 

if 



and this. being so, it would 
they could not provide for themselves, whe?i 



be strange 



load. 01 He said 



the great desire of the slave was, " liberty 
and education" And shall this heaven- 
born desire be trampled in the dust by a 
free and Christian nation ? 

At the close of the ninth evening, the 
vote was taken on the first question, when 



James Bradley, the emancipated slave individual voted in 



above alluded to, addressed us nearly two 
hours ; and I wish his speech could have 
been heard by every opponent of immedi- 
ate emancipation, to wit : first, that it would 
be unsafe to the community second, that 



from voting 



fi 



the 



i 



had not made up their opinion 



ground that they 



Every 



be 



it now is — that they! 



ii 



are^incompetent to provide tor themselves 
that they would 
grants, andwoul 
for wages " This 



1 



va- ! 



d and 



work 



black cut up these white objections bv the 



and withered and scorched 
sun of sarcastic argumentation for 



der 

nea?ly an hour, to which the assembly re- were the documents of the Colonization 



friend of the cause rendered a hearty trib- 
ute of thanksgiving to God for the glorious 
issue. 

At the next evening, we entered upon the 
discussion of the second question. Here, 
there was much greater diversity of senti- 
ment. But we entered upon the debate not 
like blinded partizans, but like men whose 
polar star was facts and truth, whose needle 
was conscience, whose chart the Bible. 
The witnesses summoned 
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Society. They were examined at great 
length and in great numbers. We judged 
it out of its own mouth. There was no 
paucity of testimony; for, as I before ob- 
served, we had all its 41 Repositories," and 
nearly all its Reports and Addresses, in 
addition to which, we were benevolently 
furnished by friends with numerous collat- 
ed witnesses, whom we of course had the 
privilege of cross-examining. Notwith- 
standing the length of this part of the dis- 
cussion, but two individuals spoke, one on 
each side, and another read some testimony 
in favor of the Colony. Several individu- 
als at the opening of the debate, intended 
to speak on the affirmative, but before it 
was closed they became warmly attached to 
the other side. Others were induced to 
espouse the cause of Anti-Colonizationism, 
by examining documents of Colonization 
Society, for the purpose of preparing to 
speak in the affirmative. Most of the Colo- 
nizationists who expressed any opinion on 
the subject, declared their ignorance of the 
doctrines and measures of the Society until 
this debate. They cannot find words to 
express their astonishment that they should 
have been so duped into the support of this 
Society, as a scheme of benevolence to- 
wards the free blacks, and a remedy for 
slavery. They now repudiate it with all 
their hearts. Is it not a fact that the srreat 



about emigrating to Liberia. He talked 
with some thirty or forty, all of whom ex- 
cept one, were incorrigible in their prefer* 
ence to remain in their native land, rather 
than to emigrate " home 5 ' to a foreign shore. 
This shook his faith in the entire practica- 
bility of the scheme. Still he arrived here, 
the warm friend of the Society ; and so 
continued until this debate, in which he 
intended to have taken an active part. But 
before he had an opportunity to take the 
floor, facts pressed upon him, (he was al- 
Avays open to conviction,) he changed his 
views, became the decided opponent of the 
Society, has left the institution for the pur- 
pose of commencing a school for the edu- 
cation of the people of color in Cincinnati, 
and has devoted himself to the elevation of 
the free blacks on our own soil, and to the 
making up of a public sentiment favorable 
to the abolition of slavery without expatria- 
tion. I would give you his name were it 
not that he is about to present to the public 
some interesting facts bearing upon slavery 
and emancipation, which he has collected 
within a few weeks among the free people 
of color in Cincinnati, in the course of 
which he will probably allude to the facts 
stated above by me. This, sir, is what I 
call practical anti-colonizationism. 

At the close of the debate, the question 
was taken by ayes and noes, and decided 

negative with only one dissenting 



majority of the supporters of this Society, jin the 

have never examined its doctrines, its ten- jj voice. Foui or five who did not regularly 
dencies and its measures? Do not nine- 'attend the discussion, declined voting. Two 
tenths of the colonizationists with whom jj or three others were absent from the Semi- 
you come in contact, express incredulous)! nary. When the debate commenced, I 
surprize at the announcement of almost;' had fears that there might be some unplea- 
any one of its prominent doctrines, andlisart excitement, particularly as slave-hold- 

" This 



meet you with the reply, 



cannot be jers, and the prospective heirs to slave pro- 



so?" Is it not the u immediate' 1 duty of perty, were to participate in it. But the 
such men (benevolent, and scrupulously !j kindest feeling prevailed. There was :„> 
honest no doubt,) to examine this subject? j- crimination, no denunciation, no impeach- 



I will state a fact. A member of this 



ment of motives 



And the result has con- 



institution was a member of the Oneida In- I vincod me that prejudice is vincible, that 
stitute, during the Colonization debate held .1 colonization is vulnerable, and that imme, 
Lhere last summer, and took an active imrt! diate emancipation is not only right, and 
in that discussion. An Anti-Slavery, and a ; practicable, but is "expedient. 11 



Colonization Society, were the offspring of 



The result has convinced me of another 



this debate. My worthy brother was pja- thing, which I hail as the bright bow of 
ced at the head of the latter Society. He promise to this holy cause. It is that south- 
was a sincere friend of the negro, and what ern minds, trained and educated amidst all 
is quite as rave, was a consistent and prac- ;the prejudices of a slave-holding cornmuni- 
tical man. About five months since, he jjty, can, with the blessing of God, be reach- 
left Oneida and came to Lane Seminary, jed and influenced by facts and arguments. 
On his way hither, he took great pains to 1 as easily as any other class of our citizens* fo 
converse with every negro he could find I'be sure, they will not endure blind and un* 
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intelligible denunciation ; aud what rational ] should receiv e tins impression, when we 
bein" will ? But after being thoroughly a- jj consider the tone of the colonization journ- 
roused by facts, they will receive rebuke, jjals of the> north? Our southern fellow-citi- 
remonstrance, and entreaty, if kindly offer- 1 zens should he disabused on this vU ally 



ed, with that frankness and honesty which 
have ever marked the southern character. 
And when thoroughly converted, they man- 
ifest an ardor in behalf of the deeply injur- 
ed black, which astonishes while it delights. 
Almost all of our southern brethren are 
engaged in colored Sabbath schools and 
Bible classes. Some of them have devo- 
ted their lives to doing good to that op- 
pressed race. Let me state one or two 
facts on this point. The son of a slave- 
holder has just left the institution on ac- 
count of ill health, with a determination 
that he will not cease his efforts until his 
parent is induced to liberate his slaves. 
Another said, until this debate, he had ever 
considered siave-iiolding right, but now, 
being convinced it was wro;i£, he should 
exert a'a influence accordir;:>Jv. Another 
entered thi3 institution last spring the own- 
er of two slaves. Having fcsen taught to 
look vpon slavery .as a necessary evil and 
not a sin, he hired out his sla ves where 
the)" would receive kind treatment, intend- 
ing that the proceeds of their labor should 
aid htua in his reparation for the ministry. 
Tow'urds the close of the last session, facts 
were pressed upon his conscience, his duty 
v;as pointed out, he saw it, returned home 
to Kentucky, (liberated his slaves, and now, 
instead of their working to educate him, he 
is working and studying and educating 
them. I need not add, that, on this occa- 
sion, he took the side of immediate aboli- 
tion, and anti-colonization. This, Sir, is 
what I call a practical "immediate eman- 
cipation." 

It is the decided opinion of our brethren 
from the slave states, that if the plan 
of abolition proposed by the friends of 
that measure, could be kindly spread out 
before the southern community, and the 
entire practicability of the scheme illustra- 
ted and enforced by existing facts, slave- 
holders would embrace it as the only ra- 
tional remedy for slavery, and would come 
over to the cause of immediate emancipa- 
tion in crowds. They have somehow got 
the opinion tl at abolitionism is an infuria- 
ted monster, with a thousand heads and ten 



housand 



D 



interesting subject. Depend upon it the 
people, (I speak not of politicians,) the peo- 
pie of the south are not devoid of rea- 
son. / know that facts and reasoning have 
prevailed with them : and until truth loses 
its power, they wbll continue to prevail, 
overcoming prejudice, reaching the con- 
science, and changing the mind. I am ac- 
quainted with intelligent gentlemen resi- 
ding in this country, not professing Chris- 
tians, who are intimately acquainted with 
slavery in all its details, having lived many 
years in slave holding states, who on prin- 
ciples of political economy, are the decided 
advocates of immediate emancipation. Look 
at the facts as they exist in this seminary. 
Every member of this institution who was 
born and brought up in the midst of slave- 
ry, or who now resides in a slave-state, 
with one exception, is the advocate of im- 
mediate abolitition without expatriation. 
[The opinion of one who was absent from 
the seminary during the debate, I do not 
know.] There has been no necromancy 
employed in this work. Prayer > the Bible, 
the condition of the slave, and the documents 
of the Colonization Society, have been the 
instruments. When a brother resolved to 
use these means faithfully, we had no anx- 
iety as to the result. Would not the use 
of these measures by every Christian in 
the land, work wonders in the American 
church ? Alas \ how few Christians have 
prayed over, and talked about, and examin- 
ed a system which crushes into the dust 
two millions of their brethren and sisters, 
and consigns them over to oppression, to 
caprice, to lust, to brutality, to ignorance, 
to degradation, to death, to damnation. I 
thank God that the night of torpor is past 
in this institution ; that prejudice has been 
buried in a dishonored grave, and that the 
persecuted blacks, bond and free, have a 
place in our sympathies, our prayers, and 
our labors. 

Some important facts in regard to the 
character of emancipated negroes > and their 
ability to provide for themselves, have re- 
cently fallen under my observation in the 
city of Cincinnati. A large majority of 
the adult blacks in that city, are liberated 
slaves. Many of them earned with their 
And is it wonderful that they own hands and paid six hundred, nine hun- 



after blood, and 



ready to gore to death every slave-holder 
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dred, and some nearly fourteen hundred j load of prejudice, and civil and educational 



dollars for themselves individually, or for 



disabilities— and liable to be kidnapped and 
themselves and families. The majority of i sold into slavery, is it not surprising that 
these have likewise acquired considerable | they rise at all? It is literally true, that 
property since their liberation. Many of j they stint themselves in food and clothing, 



them have already purchased their friends 
out of slavery ! — and it is probable that at 
least one-third of the adult blacks in this 
city, are employed in earning money to buy 
their friends and relatives now in slavery. 
And this too is accomplished under pecul- 
iar embarrassments, heaped upon ihem by 
the oppressive laws of this stole. They 
hold a debating society for mutual improve- 



and go bare-headed and bare-footed, so 



that they may appropriate their earnings 
to the purchase of their relatives in boti- 

Noble spirits ! 



dage. 



An emancipated 
slave said to me to-day, " Fven freedom is 
bluer to us* while our friends are in slave- 

And shall we make the present degra- 



77/ 

dafion of the free blacks, which is the work 
of our own hands, the premises from which 
meat every week. Alyceum in which lec- ji to draw the conclusion, that "they can nev- 
tures will be delivered two or three times a j er rise in this country," and therefore, 



it 



— • — ' ' ^ — --j * - - 

week, and male and female schools, are j is benevolent in us to transport them to a 



being established among them by abolition- foreign shore where they can escape oar 
istsof the institution. Many of thoin meet "persecutions?" It is easier to estimate 

the benevolence of the argument, than to 
discover its soundness* 



This evening, we formed an Anti Slave- 
ry Society. 

Yours in the gospel, 

IL tf, STANTON, 



in Bible classes, and Sabbath schools. And 
yet, these industrious people, have to be 
constantly on the alert to avoid being kid- 1 
napped, and sold into slavery, to supply the 
New-Orleans market! It has several times 
happened to these persecuted people, after ] 
parity faying the ransom of their relatives, 
that the master has s*!d the objects of their 
toil to slave-traders, who have carried them 
into hopeless bondage. — This was the case 
recently in regard to a wife, whose hus- 
band had paid in part for her freedom, andj 
was laboring in this county to earn the res- j 
idue. The master sold her for the New- 
Orleans market ! 

deemed her daughter, and several grand-; quently diverted myself with collecting to- 
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A grand-mother had re- 



During my residence here, I have fre- 



children, out of slavery. Only one little: gether and comparing the various reasons 
girl remained, and the stipulated sum for her j assigned by the slave party, why the slaves 
liberation had nearly all been paid. Disre- ijsliouid not be emancipated. The following 
garding his solemn pledges, the master sold,' are some oft hem. 'The state of the slaves 
the child to a man who was about to re-j! js better than that of the free blacks at the 
move out of the staife (Kentucky.) Dis- jj North. 7 'They are treated so well ihat 
tracted, the grand-mother went to the for-.! many of them are so attached to their mas- 
rner master and entreated him with tears, ters they would not be free, if they had the 
either to re-purchase the little girl, or re- opportunity, and most of them are content- 
fund 'the money she had paid him. Helled and happy.' 'The slaves hate their 
would do neither. With much efibrt she i masters so much, that were they set at lib- 
succeeded in borrowing a sum su/Iieient to Vrty they would in all probability murder 
purchase her at full price of the latter mas. j thorn and their families.' 'The slaves are 
ter, while the former retained his ill gotten naturally so indolent that, had they not 
lucre. This transpired within thr^e weeks. :! masters to compel them to labor, they would 
But why need! go on? Who will heed "j soon starve to death.' 'They were not 
the cry of the oppressed ? My soul sick- |made slaves by us, hence we are not bound 
ens as I ponder over these legalized cruel- :to make them free. 7 ' If we lose our slaves, 
ties. Is it surprising that these persons do i which are our property, we shall be reduc- 
not rise higher in the scale of wealth, in- 'led to poverty. 7 

telligence and respectability? Pressed down ij Whatever these unreasonable and com 
as they are by the whites, under such a 'itradictory statements may convey to you? 



I 
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mind, thev appear to me to evince a dispo-fj what is their due, if lie must have them 

. • . J f r i • . • iL.r.rin.., .' 4 * 1.1.-4 J- 



But it is true that we do want the services! 
of the black to make sugar and cotton, ani 
it would be next to impossible to supply 



sition to evade the main question — that of 
doing justice to the wronged. I do not be- 
lieve that there is one in a hundred among 
those, with whom I have conversed on the 
subject, who is willing to do any thing to 
benefit the slave, if he must in consequence 
forego the profits of his labor. Masters 
talk of their own rights, as though the slave 
had none. They talk of being reduced to 
poverty — but do not hesitate to impoverish 
hundreds, in order that their own comforts 
and luxuries may be supplied. 

And who has been so discerning as to 
discover that the free blacks at the north are 
in a worsfc state than the slaves at the 
South? I have had some acquaintance with 
both. And I know, as well as I know any 
thing, that such an assertion is not true. 
There may, indeed, be a greater proportion 
of blacks in the prisons in Massachusetts 
than in Virginia. But before the question of 
comparative vice is settled, it ought to be 

considered, that masters punish almost all inasmuch as they would find it profitable; 



their place with white jaborers. And w 
may lawfully have them, if we will pay 
honestly for their labor and not misusej 
them. 

And this is all that the friends of the! 
blacks seek for. Not to send them all ou 
of the country — not to turn them wild into] 
the woods — not to encourage them to plun 
der and murder— nor do they seek to maid 
them judges of the supreme court— nor to] 
send them as ambassadors to foreign courts 
But they do seek that they may be made 
free — that they may be taken out of the 
absolute power of their masters, and per 
mitted to serve as free laborers, undei 
proper restrictive laws. 

But suppose the present masters should 
say that they would not give them employ- 
ment. Nevertheless I think they would 



though less so than under the existing state 



crimes themselves ; and that the prisons of 
Virginia are filled with profligate outcasts 
from the North. 

In regard to the slaves being happy and 
contented — take the facts stated in my for- 
mer letters and then judge of their happi- 
ness. But suppose that they were content- 
ed in their present state. What would that 
show? It would show, sL\ that slavery in 
this country is a most degrading and brutal- 
izing system. 

And do these men undertake to say, that 
slaves, so happy, so contented, so attached 
to their masters that they would not be free 

if they had an opportunity ; do they under- 1 ly many would soon amass great fortunes 
take to say that these slaves on becoming J on account of the competition, which by the 
free would murder those they love so way would be all the better for the labor- 



of things. But if they would not, others 
would. There are * in Mississippi, Louis- 
iana, Alabama, and Florida, 130 millions 
acres ; of which only one-seventh has yet 
been brought under cultivation. The re- 
mainder is government land. Now it would 
not require one-tenth the amount of capita: 
to engage in planting with free laborers, 
that it does under the present system. And 
I doubt not, but, thousands from the North 
would willingly employ their capital in 
making sugar and cotton. 

Under the free labor system, it is not like- 



well ? 

Or, would they say that their slaves hate 
them now for their oppressions, and would 

do no 
justice ; 



injury — but, should they do them 
these same slaves would take ven- 



3 



geance on them, and put them to death ? 

Again, we are told that white men can- 
not labor in the field in such a climate 
and that laborers must be had or the coun- 
try would suffer great loss. Then laying 
aside all equivocation, tell me by what rule 
of equity you conclude, that white men 
should have all the profits, if they cannot 



ers ; but they would make greater profits 
than are now made in the cultivation of any 
thing except sugar and cotton. 

If in the British West India islands, 
where less than two hogsheads of sugar 
are made to the hand, the planters find the 
cultivation profitable ; it might be supposed 
that in Louisiana where five hogsheads are 
made to the hand, even under a free labor 
system, the making of sugar would not, at 
| least, be unprofitable. In Mississippi, a 
slave worth five or six hundred dollars, will 
make from five to seven bales of cotton, 



labor here. Ought not those that do the worth from two to three hundred dollars, 
labor to have at least a share of the avails? (This is a great profit ; but in Mexico, with 
Let the capitalist then pay colored laborers (free labor, one hand, according to Mr. 
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|Ward, the British envoy, produces nearly- 
even hogsheads of sugar with an equal 
|veight of molasses, — all worth there seven 
undred and thirty dollars. Now the hot- 
om lands of the Mississippi valley are as 
fertile as any part of Mexico, and under the 
ame cultivation certainly ought to produce 
s much. Then with proper lawc for regu- 
ating their laborers, the planters would 
make sufficient profits. But considering 
he question in regard to justice, it matters 
ot whether slaves are profitable or unpro- 
vable, whether the masters are enriched 
r impoverished, or whether the country 





eet with loss 



or gain ; 



Justice will ever 



emain pure justice, whatever names men 
fare pleased to call it. 

Now, let us suppose that the slaves are 
in such a state that the masters could not live 
Iwith them if made free. Then most certain- 
ly some mode of instruction ought to be im- 
mediately instituted to prepare them for free- 
dom. If they knew that they soon were 
to be at liberty, no danger could arise from 
giving them any amount of knowledge. 
And it is not true, that the laws effectually 
prohibit their owners from bettering their 
| condition. As individuals they cannot, in- 
deed, do any thing; but were the majority 
in favor of any system of amelioration, 
surely they might effect their wishes, inas- 
much as the majority determine the laws. 

But if they could not live with free 
blacks at all, then it would be better to give 
up a part of the South to them, than to con- 
tinue them as slaves. It would be better to 



permit them to wrong one another, if such I greatly augmented. 



an event should ensue, rather than to wrong 
them ourselves. The laws of God do not 
allow us to deprive men of their freedom, 
merely because there is a chance that they 
may abuse it. And if these men are in 
such fear of poverty, let them take their 
axes, clear away the forest, and plant their 
own corn, as the inhabitants of Ohio, Indi- 
ana and Illinois have done. There is room 
enough in 4 the far west,' for hundreds of 
millions. Industry and economy only will 
be necessary to ensure all the comforts of 
life. 

After all, notwithstanding all the objec- 
tions, and all the evasions that have been 
used to obscure the subject, a free labor sys- 
tem, appears to me, so far from bringing 
danger to the masters, to be the best mode 
of securing their safety. 



A spirit of inquiry has gone forth among' 
the slaves. They have heard of the South- 
ampton affair ; they only need another Nat 
Turner to lead them on to murder. And 
the masters are aware of this danger. 
Hence they parade their military forces to 
intimidate them ; and speak in whispers of 
all that relates to the subject of freedom 
and slavery. I remember well that the 
signs of fear were but too plainly manifest- 
ed, at two different periods, when it was re- 
ported that an insurrection was about to 
break out at Natchez. It happened on on? 
of these nights that a menagerie of wild 
beasts entered the town with a tumultuous 
noise of horns and drums. And so terri- 
fied were some of the females, being under 
the impression that the insurrection had be- 
gun, that their screams were heard in va- 
rious parts of the town. Plots were also 
formed at Baton Rouge, St. Francisville, 
and in manv other places, though they 

And 



were 



many 

never carried into execution. 



one family of my acquaintance actually hid 
themselves in the woods on the night that 
they thought the massacre of the neighbor- 
hood was to happen. 

That was another indication of fear. 
Many, at the time of these rumors, armed 
themselves with dirks and pistols ; and such 
was the demand for these weapons that they 
were sold in Natchez at an enormous 
profit. 

Such have been the real or imaginary 
dangers in years that are past; and when 
the British West India islands shall have 
become free, these dangers are likely to be 



Therefore, in conclusion, I affirm, jus- 
tice cannot be done, nor safety secured, 
without letting the oppressed go free. 

Now, considering the present state of 
things, what ought to be done ? Surely we 
have the right of discussion — and if we 
can do nothing more, we ought to raise our 
voices against the crying sins of the na- 
tion. Instead of asking the blessing of God 
on unrighteous deeds and their products, 
we ought to pray, that we may be deliver- 
ed from temptation. And have we none 
among us who are willing to make a small 
sacrifice, to save men from temporal and 
eternal death ? I know we have many who 
are willing to go to the ends of the earth 
in the cause of humanity and religion. 
But who is willing to spend a single year to 

do a service for the negro race, that has serv- 
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ed for centuries to contribute to the luxuries 1 ; even so to them." Oppression under various 
of all civilized white men? Where is the!; forms is exhibited in Scripture as drawing 
humane Sharp ? Where is the persevering ;ii down the special curse of God upon those 
Wilberforce? And the enterprizing Clark- jj nations that practised it. Liberty is every, 
son who traveled more than thirty thou-j! where held up as a great blessing, for it is 
sand miles, and exposed himself to all dan-j made the type of those scriptural blessings 
gers and hardships to save his nation from! which the blood of Christ has purchased 



sin and the innocent from oppression ? 



for the immortal soul. We need not say 



Shall the weak longer hold up theirjtoyou that there is a system of servitude 
hands, and cry in their distress to the fol- in our country, which grossly violates the 
lowers of Him who came to deliver the! holy principles of the Bible, as illustrated 
captives, and find none to help ? What, atljand enforced by its history. You are fa- 
our dying day, will be half so consoling;! miliar with it. You have wept over its 
to our departing spirits, as to reflect that we I enormities. You have seen it prostrating 
have endeavored to imitale the example, jj all that is fair, and lovely, and of good rc- 
and to follow the precepts of the Lord of j port. A thousand times has the question 
life! The slave of heathen Athens, and jj pressed upon you, iC Lord, what wilt thou 
cruel Egypt, had an asylum to which he i have mc to do with this system ?" Our pur- 

pose, brethren, is to throw before you some 
America there is no temple of Hercules to I suggestions which will enable you to come 
which he can go. 

laws? They are all made against 

Shall he appeal to the humanity of his | that you will not treat this appeal, as an 



might fly in distress. But in Christian 



Shall he appeal to the j to a right decision on this important ques- 
tion. Whatever others may do, we trust 



him. ! 



master ? His interest outweighs the rights j 
of the slave. Shall he, with tears of blood,! 



Slaveholding 



unwarrantable interference, 
as a system, sanctioned by general prac- 
appeal to the land of the pilgrims, to those; tice and long usage, possesses such de- 
men whose fathers gave up all for freedom?! ceivableness — is so wonderfully adapted to 
He is told that there mast be no interfer- II eulist all the bad passions of our corrupt 



ence. To whom shall he go? To his God? 
Alas !' he may never have been taught the 
consolations of religion. 

May God grant that this question may 
be settled without blood. No swords or 
bayonets are now wanted, and if every man 
will do his duty they never will be wanted. 
Let us not wait then until some great ca- 
lamity shall compel us to act. Let us not! 



hearts, that those most intimately connec- 
ted with it, howe.er upright their inten- 
tions, arc the least qualified to judge of 
their duly in 



regard to it. We have ex- 
amined the subject in the light of facts 
drawn from all quarters, and in the light of 
the laws by which the system is protected, 
and we trust, in the light of conscience, 
and the word of God. The result has been 



wait until like the waters of Egypt, our-! the overwhelming convection that, 
streams flow with blood, and the dead are 
found in every house, before we attend to 
the commands of the Almighty. 



X. Y. Z. 



though not slave-holders, nor living in 



we, 
a 



slave-holding state, have a duty to perform 

in behalf of the slaves, and of their mas- 
ters. 



TO SOUTHER 



TVT /"1 



HR1STIANS, 



This duty is not, to appeal to the 
slaves to assert their rights and maintain 
them by physical force ; for the Bible, with- 
out any proviso as to the justness of the 
'tenure, enjoins upon servants to obey their 
j masters, for the Gospel's sake ; but it is to 
appeal to the masters to "give unto their 
slaves that which is just and equal." We 
do not see what other remedy is provided 
in Scripture, except such an appeal : we 
princi- 1 do not see how slavery can ever be peace- 
applied by individual conscience jj ably overthrown, unless this appeal is 
to every case of moral action. In regard 'powerfully and uncompromisingly made. 



" Whatsoever thy hand jindeth to do, do it with thy 



might" 



Brethren — The Bible is a book, not of | 
explicit statutes, but of general 



to human rights its grand law is : " Love 
thy neighbor as thyself." " Whatsoever 



Let us look, then, calmly, attentively and 
prayerfully upon American Slavery, as it 
ye would that men should do unto you ; do ye j exists. We will not refer you to individual 



TO SOUTHERN CHRISTIANS. 



61 



instances of outrageous cruelty, or shame- \ But, if you have used (he property of your 
ful lust, nor will we be turned aside from our • neighbor without his consent, whatever may 
purpose by listening to individual instances ij have been your intentions, you have viola- 
of commendable kindness. Kindness you ! ted a principle, the observance of which is- 
will readily acknowledge is not the apropri- j necessary to the very existence of Society. 

" T 1 - The only reason why the social system is- 



ate fruit of the system. We appeal to you, 
whether the following characteristics do 
not belong to Slavery as a whole: 



1. It 



gives 



AJ9 



up a man for life, for no 
crime, to ti e arbitrary control of another, 
subjecting him to the liability of cruel 
treatment, which he very often receives. 

It places the female slaves within the 
control of the masters, and thus directly! 
induces the practice of unbounded licen- 
tiousness. 

3. It virtually destroys the family rela- 
tion, and as a matter of fact, the slaves pay 
little regard to that relation. 

4. It induces a traffic in the persons of 
men, which is always marked by outrageous 
cruelty. 

You cannot fail to see then, that slavery 
is directly theft, and indirectly a violation 
of all the other commandments. 

How can this charge be evaded? Can it 
be set aside on the ground that public opin- 



s 



not totally wrecked under your violation 
of this principle, is, that it is confined to a 
particular caste ; in regard to that caste, 
the benefits of the social system are anni- 
hilated. But look at the action of your sup- 
posed humanity, in retaining your siaves r 
upon the system as a whole. For the sake 
of the argument, we will grant that your 
laves are more comfortable, physically, 
than if liberated. Does not your admission, 
that they arc so, and your tame acquies- 
cence in the laws against emancipation 
without protest or remonstrance, confirm 
in their iniquity, the majority that enacted 
the law ? Throughout all the slave states, 
we have heard no serious opposition to- 
these cruel laws. We have good right to 
suppose that the minority has acquiesced in 
their expediency, to the entire prostration of 
justice. But again, suppose you were to 
remonstrate against these laws, would it not 



ion sanctions it ? What is the standard ? be your duty also to say to your slaves that 
Is it the will of the multitude, or the will \ you do not feel bound by them ; that so far 
of God? Can all the men on earth alter I as you are concerned they are free? Are 
the will of God? But you had no intcn- laws that violate the rights of conscience 
tion of disobeying God, you say. How can to beset aside by obeying them ? Will the 
this be? How can vou have usurped thelinnjust law-makers learn to respect a con 
rights of another man without intending it ? 



Is this the testimony of your conscience ? 
The most that can possibly be said in pal- 



science that is so pliable ? What case ever 
called men to resist the laws of their noun- 
try, not to violence, but to martyrdom, if 



liation, is that you have sinned ignorunthj. -this does not? If injury comes to your 
But still, remember that you have sinned, ij slaves by your non-compliance with the 



The ignorance is comparative 



But 



an- 



other plea is that you are not voluntary, j consistency with human rights, you must 



law, the guilt will not rest upon you 



In 



This, of course, can be offered only by a nii-! in no case even pretend to hold a man 

hi slavery for his own good, 
of his own free choice, requests it. 



or not ? 



nority of slaveholders. The laws forbid 
emancipation. Are those laws righteous. 

If shivery is a violation of God's 
law, your liberty of conscience, requires 
that you be permitted to emancipate. Do 
you submit to a law which compels you to 
violate the Divine law? which sets aside 
the dictates of conscience ? As the laws 
are, you reply, you would do .more injury 
to the slave by emancipating than by re- 
taining- For his own good you retain him. 
Now, who. has made you judge in the case ? 
The Divine law secures to every man his 
own. Many men are ignorant and vicious, and ! 
do not use their own, so much to their own 
advantage as you could do it for them. 



I this 



name. 



unless ke f 

In 

case, he is plainly a slave only in 

Against those so called slave-hold- 



ers, who only receive voluntary service, 
! provided, they openly protest against slave- 
Iry, we have nothing to say. How shall 
this baleful system of legalized violation of 
human rights be overthrown, except by in- 
surrection, while even its opposers practic- 
ally acquiesce in it ?• If there be, south of the 
Potomac, any Christianity of the Apostolic 
school, will it not show itself bv a view- 
ous, uncompromising opposition to slavery, 
even in the face of fire and faggot ? 

We trust you will not so much disparage 



! 
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sacred volume as to pretend, as many do, g my people, that ye be not partakers of hei 

sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues" 



that this unjust system derives any counte- 
nance from that quarter. Those who are 
entangled by such Jesuitism would do well 
to consider, first, for what reason slavery 
was permitted at all to the Israelites ; and 
whether either the permission or the rea- 
sons of it now exist: And, secondly, what 



e 



sort of slavery it was dmt was then per- 
mitted. Clearly it will be as wrong for us 
to transcend the permission as it was for 
the Israelites; and you will remember that 
the vengeance of God repeatedly came up- 
on them because they did so.* The whole 
sacred history confirms the remark; but 
read the prophet Jeremiah especially. The 
seventh year put an end to the slavery of 
every Hebrew, and the heathen slave had 
the right to become such. The year of 
Jubilee gave liberty to all the inhabitants 
of the land. At no time was it lawful to 



give up to his master a fugitive slave. Let 
the advocates of slavery from Scripture, 
advocate merely Scripture slavery, and we 
have nothing to say to them, except that 
they mistake the dispensation under which 
they live ! The wail which God had built 
around his peculiar people has been level- 
ed by the bringing in of the glorious gos- 
pel. The form under which the gospel 
recognizes the rights of man, cuts up slave- 
ry root and branch. 



Whatso 



would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them." The paeans to " liberty" 
that ring through all the South show the 
conscious but unblushing violation of this 
holy maxim. The servants that were re- 
cognised in the New Testament as justly 
such, were plainly not slaves. For we 
have the explicit injunction, " Masters give 
unto your servants that which is just and 
EQUAL." Does he obey this who holds 
a man as properly ? who exacts the unpaid 
services of* another according to a system 
that turns into properly entire races of 



, We _ 

to exasperate the slaves against you. W 
do not forget that the gospel enjoins the suf- 
ferance of injuries ; that it forbids us to take 
vengeance out of the hands of Him to whom 
it belongeth. If we had access to your 
slaves, we would earnestly counsel them to 
wait on God for deliverance. Your lives 
and souls are as precious in our sight as 
theirs. And it is for this very reason that 
we hold up your sin faithfully before you 
and entreat you to repent before the coming 
of the terrible retribution. 

Do not think to wait for the 
the slaves, and emancipate only on condi- 
tion of such removal. The scheme is de- 
lusive. The majority of slave-holders are 
not willing to emancipate upon the soil, in 
which case they could employ the emanci- 
pated as free laborers for an expense, sure- 



of 



muc 



em 



Will 



me 



from 



tion after generation? That makes beasts 



com 



immortal 



No 



If there is jus- 
tice here, it is that of the robber who takes 
the whole, and 
rant pittance. 



an insignifi- 



ISi 



-.4- 
1L 



If there is equality; 
that which exists between the rider and his 
horse ! The whole scope of Scripture in 
regard to slavery is, u Come out of her, 



Jeremiah 



be willing then, not only to emancipate, but 
to have their laborers transported ; thus in- 
ducing a scarcity of labor utterly destruc- 
tive of their agriculture % Will increasing 
the value of slaves, the inevitable result of 
deporting a measirable portion of South- 
ern laborers, ren^jr the masters more wil- 
ling to emancipa e % That masters, gener- 
ally, fear and tremble, amidst their unright- 
eous gains, and wish for some change for 
safety, if it do not cost too much, is certain ? 
But which alternative will they choose ; to 
give up the 500,000,000 of dollars, the es- 
timated value of the vslaves — principal and 
interest, a dead loss ; to say nothing of the 
expense of deportation, or, sink the princi- 
pal only, while they retain the interest, for 
this is the worst that can Iiappen, incase 
they exchange the slave system for one 
of free labor. Indeed the slightest acquaint- 
ance with political economy will show that 
the principal will not be sunk, but trans- 
ferred in the aggregate to the value of 
the land. Every body knows that the 
land alone, when it is cultivated by free 
hired labor, is worth as much as the land 
and the slaves together, when the laborers 
are articles of property or capital, to be paid 
for. Look then at the comparative practi- 
cability of the two schemes, if colonization 
may be said to be practicable at all. In 



one case we 



deavor 



de men 



ii purcha 
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gent consent of all the laborers. 



leaving 



of their wealth ; in the other we plead with 
them, with all the facts and arguments in 
the world in our favor, to secure both their 
persons and their just wealth by an act of 
justice and humanity. The scheme of colo- 
nization to be effectual must contemplate 
the deportation at once of 2,000,000 of la- 
borers and the importation of at least 
1,000,000 to take their place: to he just it 
must do the whole with the free and intelli- 

But colo- 
nization as it exists, and as it always must, 
is an insignificant drain to the inexhausti- 
ble fountain of slave population, 
justice and humanity out of sight. And it 
can have no other tendency than to abate 
nature's remedy for slavery, viz. redun- 
dancy of slaves. To the business of colo- 
nizing Africa with suitable emigrants, who 

go of their own free choice, we 1.I0 not ob- 
ject. But when the scheme swells into a 
remedy for American slavery, we must re- 
gard it as a delusion almost equally disas- 
trous to the slave, to the emigrants and to 
Africa. It turns all the sympathy for the 
slave into an inoperative channel ; it throws 
together an ill-qualified, ill-assorted popula- 
tion upon the coast of Africa, there to per- 
ish under complicated evils, or to subsist 
by a traffic which ministers directly to that 
abominable one in slaves ; it holds up be- 
fore the nations of Africa a specimen that 
must excite their abhorrence of the very 
name of Christianity. 

The evil of slavery is a moral one, and 
must be met by a moral remedy. There is 
no such thing as putting the wrath of God 
away from us, except by repentance, and by 
treating our abused brothers justly and 
mercifully. That crushing p/de of caste, 
must be abandoned: we roust no longer 
make the hue of man's skin the test, ac- 
cording to which he is to receive the treat- 
ment of a man or of a brute. 

We are speaking to sincere christian 
men. We trust therefore, that we need not, 
after proving the justice of immediate eman- 
cipation, stop to prove to you its safety. It 
is always safe to obey God, whatever man 
may do to us. But, upon this point, of the 
safety of emancipating. 



the powerful West India body had all the 



means in the world of doing it. 




ut there 



they stand. And what is more, the planters 
themselves, now that emancipation is inev- 
itable, prefer to make it immediate instead 
of gradual, They throw the preparation 
for the enjoyment of inalienable rights to 
the winds, without the least fear of the con- 
sequences. 

Even the " horrors of St. Domingo" do 
not appal them. For they know that all 
the bloodshed in that injured island, oc- 
curred before the act of emancipation, while 



the masters refused to liberate, 



J 



after 



sistency 



A single act of generous mag- 



they attempted to re-enslave. For years, 
subsequent to the ganeral act of emancipa- 
tion, all was tranquillity, and the agricul- 
ture of the island never flourished more.* 
Emancipation has been tried in numerous 
instances, in large districts of country. The 
result has uniformly been happy and safe. 
Indeed, how could it be otherwise, in con- 

with the well known lawc of ha- 
man nature 1 Men are not exasperated by 
kindness. 

nanimity has often made a friend of the bit- 
terest foe. The advocates of slavery in 
exciting the alarm against immediate eman- 
cipation, confound two cases which are 
widely different : the case where liberty is 
freely granted by the master, with that 
where the slave vindicates it by his own 
arm, or is rescued by the physical force of 
another. When an ignorant and degraded 
populace have thrown offthe yoke of a ty- 
rant king, they have committed horrible 
excesses, and fallen at length under more 
grievous despotism. When, by the prowess 
of some desperado, the slaves of a district 
have thrown down the hoe and got clear of 
the whip, they have committed deeds of vio- 
lence, at which humanity stands 



aghast. 



But these are the dangers of tyranny and 



not of mild 



equal 



government 



and 



oppression, 

rights. Insurrections do not occur 
among freemen 



thev do not occur without 



motive. 



It is not less insane to plead that the 
slaves will die of starvation, if set at liberty 
— that thfy will be incorrigibly idle. This 
_ . is contrary to ail historv. It supposes that 

didly and carefully to examine the history, those, to whom labor is a habit, will not 



we hp,<r 



you 



of past experiment. In the abolition 



work when starvation is the only alterna- 



contest, in England, this matter has beenltive. As it regards vagrancy and plunder- 
most thoroughly brought to light. If the' 
facts, showing the safety of unprepared- 
for emancipation, could have been set aside, 



♦See Clarkson's Thoughts, No, 3, Anti-Slavery 
Reporter. 
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ing, they can be as easily prevented after 
emancipation as now. The law will wield 
the combined power of all the white men, 
and can any 



thing more be 



done now ? 



Besides, the motives to vagrancy and plun- 
der are-incomparably greater under a sys- 
tem of forced labor. 

If it be objected that they will not labor 
twelve or fifteen hours a day for a peck of 
corn a week, we grant it. We do not be- 
lieve that labor forced beyond the powers of 
the constitution on stinted food, is any more 
profitable to the master in the long run, 
than it is agreeable to the dictates of hu- 
manity. 

But these, brethren, are not the argu- 
ments on which our appeal rests. Deprav- 
ed human nature never fails to bring such 
objections against any reformation. And 
we thought it worth while to show you, 
that, in this case, they can be triumphantly 
refuted. Honesty is the best policy. True 
expediency is always in the same scale with 
justice. But were it not so, we plant our- 
selves on the firm ground of changeless 
right, and to you we make our appeal in 
the unfaltering tone of self-evident truth. 
If you do not wisL to see the bolts' of divine 
vengeance descend upon our guilty land ; if 
you do not wish to answer at the bar of 
God for the blood of murdered souls, take 
up the martyrs testimony against slavery. 
When we attempt to speak on this subject, 
we are rudely repulsed as impertinent in- 
termeddlers. This implies that you ht\ve a 
better right to speak. Avail yourselves of 

this advantage. The moral force of the 
Universe is on the side of the oppressed. 
The crisis is approaching ; slavery must 
be annihilated by pouring down upon it the 
moral indignation of a renovated world, so 
long due to its dark abominations, or no- 
thing remains to us but the sure expecta- 
tion of overwhelming wrath. Let man 
say what he will, God will not endure that 
millions of his rational creatures shall to 
all ages be the victims of our foul hypoc- 
risy — shutting from them both the com- 
forts of this life and the hopes of the next ! 

A Friend to the South. 



j ldr The following admirable lines contain more 
tntih m regard to the Colonization scheme than we 
recollect to have seen an}' where else within the same 
compass. They ought to beset to music and srng in 
the ears of the "hunters" till they are ashamed of 
themselves. <Jp| 

From the Liberator. 

THE HUNTERS OF MEN. 

Have ye heard of our hunting, o'er mountain and glen, 
Through cane-brake and forest — the hunting of men ? 
The lords of our land to this hunting have gone, 
As the fox-hunter follows the sound of the horn ; 
Hark — the cheer and the hallo! — the crock of the 

whip. 

And the yell of the hound as he fastens his grip ! 
All blithe are our hunters, and noble their match — 
Though hundreds are caught, ther^ are millions to 

catch : 

So speed their hunting, o'er mountain and glen, 



Through cane-brake and forest 



the hunting of men ! 
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Gay luck to our hunters ! — how nobly they ride 
In the glow of their zeal, and the strength of their 

pride ! — 

The Priest with his cassock flung back on the wind, 
Just screening tiie politic Statesman behind — 
The saint and the sinner, with cursing and prayer — 
The drunk and the sober, ride merrily there. 
And woman — kind woman — wife, widow, and maid — 
For the good of the hunted — is lending her aid : 
Her foot's in the stirrup — her hand on the rein — 
How blithely she rides to the hunting of men ! 

Oh ! goodly and grand is our hunting to see, 
In this "land of the brave and this home of the free." 
Priest, warrior, and statesman, from Georgia to Maine, 
All mounting the saddle — all grasping the rein — 
Right merrily hunting the black man, whose sin 
Is the curl of his hair and the hue of his skin !— 
Wo, now to the hunted who turns him at bay ! — 
Will our hunters be turned from their purpose and 

prey ? — 

Will tHeir hearts fail within them ? — their nerves trem- 
ble, when 

All roughly they ride to the hunting of men? 

Ho — alms for our hunters ! — all weary and faint 
Wax the curse of the sinner and prayer of the saint. 
The horn is wound faintly — the echoes are still 
Over cane-brake and river, and forest and hill. 
Haste — alms for our hunters!-— the hunted once more 
Have turned from their flight with their backs to the 

shore ; 

What right have thcyhere in the home of the white, 
Shadowed o'er byowr banner of Freedom and Right? 
Ho—alms for the hunters ! — or never again 
Will they ride in their pomp to the hunting of men ! 

Alms — alms for our hunters I— why will ye delay, 
When their pride and their glory are melting away? 
The parson has turned ; for, on charge of his own, 
Who goeth to warfare, or hunting alone ? 
The politic statesman looks back with a sigh — 
There is doubt in his heart— there is fear in his eye. 
Oh ! haste—lest that doubting and fear shall prevail, 
And the head of his steed take the place of his tail. 
Oh ! haste ere lie leave us ! — for who will ride then. 
For pleasure orfrah^ to the hunting of men ! 

NIMROD. 
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GICAL REVIEW," AND A DEFENCE OF ABOLITION. 



Review of Anti-Slavery Publications and 
defence of the Colonization Society. By 
the Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
Senator in the United States Congress. 

That a distinguished champion of hu- 
man rights, conspicuous for his able and 
eloquent defence of the Indians against the 
unconstitutional encroachments of Geor- 
gia avarice, should be found urging on the 
feelings, ot national intolerance against a 
portion of his own countrymen even more 



The most 
has made against the 



charge, this writer 
Anti- Slavery Decla- 



ration is that of enjoining political action. 
The implication contained in this charge 
we confess in our opinion not very credit, 
able to the candor of its author. It is well 
known both from the professions of that 
Declaration, and from the character of the 
Abolitionists, that no idea of political ele- 



vation 



them: that th 



aims are solely moral and their measures 
only such as are employed by the advo 



injured and oppressed than the Aborigines J r i r _ ■♦^ii? o.,* 

J »i l i • . i to r 1 cates of the sfospel ot peace itselt .out 
or our soil themselves, is truly cause of i %u u * • «. 

. r . r , ■ j- J ! with what consistency the charge or pom- 



grief, if not ot indignation. 

We freely admit that the writer may think 
himself actuated by the principles of Chris- 
tianity and benevolence, and though with 
the motives of an individual we may have 
little to do, yet upon great principles of ac- 
tion, upon results and facts, it is our un- 
doubted right to be heard, especially in de- 



ical action can be cast upon 
from this quarter, let the public decide* 
Since it is well known that the 2d article 



of the 



Amercan 



fence of principles, which however they ! ernment and such of 



may be stigmatized as "abstract," are of 
undeniable truth, and of such practical im- 
portance that our fathers hesitated not to 
stake their " lives, fortunes and sacred hon- 
or" in their vindication. 



J 5, " and 

the Society shall act to effect this object 
(the colonization of the free people of col- 
or,) in co-operation with the general gov- 

is may 



adopt regulations upon the subject" 

In order more fully to show the founda- 
tion of this charge, we transcribe from the 
Declaration the two sentences whose con- 
nexion is necessary to preserve the true 



We are struck at once in reading the ! sense of either, and one of which only the 
review with this remarkable concession !| gentleman has chosen in order to estab- 
"yielding to the opposers all which they 



urge against the unchristian spirit that es- 
tranges from us our colored brethren/' &c. 
and we wonder how the honorable gentle- 
man after yielding so much would venture 
a conflict in which, to us it appears, th* most 
important ground of all is in the outset 1 
conceded. 



lish his position ; a position, which if estab- 
lished, would pp. us on precisely the 



ground assumed by the Colonization Soci- 
ety itself. 

But we maintain that Congress has a right, and is 
solemnly bound, to suppress the domestic slave trade 
between the several States, and to abolish slavery in 
those portions of our territory which the Constitution 
has placed under its exclusive jurisdiction. 



f5» When gratuitous, please to read and hand it to your neighbor. Jp§ 
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We also maintain that there are, at the present 
time, the highest obligations resting upon the people 
of tne free States, to remove slavery by moral and 
political action, as prescribed in the Constitution of 
the United States. 

With all due deference to the learning 
and sagacity of the gentleman, we beg to 
say that in the first paragraph the particu- 
lar measures are referred to by which it is 
competent for Congress, according to the 
Constitution, to operate upon this great mo- 
ral and political evil, viz. to interdict the 
execrable slave trade and to abolish slavery 
in those portions of the country exclusively 

under their jurisdiction — and in the second 
it is maintained that the duty of the people 
of the whole country is, to promote and 
support such action, both by moral means 
and by the constitutional exercise of their 
political rights. 

Will not the American people exercise 
their political power for good or for evil 
on this and on every other subject, whether 
A. S. Societies exist or not? We presume 
the distinguished gentleman does not mean 
seriously to propose to the people the ab- 
dication of this right. And is it anything 
but a moral measure for the A. S. Conven- 
tion to recommend to their fellow citizens 
so to exercise their political and moral pow- 



these quotations, it will be recollected that 
Congress according to the constitution, has 
power u to regulate commerce among the 
several states." And having exercised its 
power to abolish the accursed trade in hu- 
man beings from without, by denouncing 
it as Piracy, it certainly might, accord- 
ing to the express words of the Constit ution 
so "regulate commerce among the several 
states," as to abolish all traffic in the bodies 
and souls of native Americans, throughout 
the Union. It is self-evident that the two 
measures of interdicting the brutal and re- 
volting trade in human flesh between the 
states, and destroying slavery in the Dis- 
trict and Territories under its control, con- 
stitute "the political action which the Con- 
stitution prescribes" as referred to in the 
Declaration. We are therefore at a loss to 
understand how such action of the General 
Government to abolish the iniquitous slave 
trade between the several states can at all 
interefere with "the sovereignty of each 
state to legislate on the subject of the slave- 
ry which is tolerated within its own limits." 
We have special reason to deny the right 
of any sovereign state to legislate beyond 
its own limits on this or any other subject 
Shame then that Congress should permit 



ers, as to discharge their own consciences for one moment this accursed trade "among 



of the sin of participating in this enormous 
iniquity ? Now to us it appears quite an 
unworthy attempt, for this, tc implicate A. 
S. Societies or Conventions in any political 
projects whatever. We cheerfully concede 
that a better system of public morals than 
slavery produces, would improve all our le- 
gislation, but this is no more an argument 
against Anti-Slavery principles and mea- 
sures than similar results of the Temper- 
ance Reform is proof that the Amer. Tern. 
Society entertains a political project. 

The reviewer exclaims, "What the po- 
litical action is which the Constitution pre- 
scribes for the removal of slavery, we have 



the several stales," in native born men, wo- 
men and children of America ? Ever to be 
lamented that an eloquent Senator and pious 
man should employ his talents in mystify- 
ing this plain and rightous cause. 

If it is piracy to trade in foreigners, it 
should be regarded as a higher crime to 
buy and sell native Americans. Yet the 
laws of the Union uphold this piracy. The 
power to abolish this nefarious trade is 
therefore " expressly warranted by the clear 
terms of the Constitution," and it is a gross 
error to say that "these terms do not in any 
case contemplate an inhibition of the trans- 
fer of slaves from one territory to another, 



yet to learn, nor is it easy to imagine a fed- ;| in of which slavery is recognized by 

! law." 



eral principle adequate to that result, and at,, 
the same time compatible with the "sove-ij We confess ourselves horror-struck at 
reignty of each state to legislate exclusive- ;; this cold-blooded defence of slavery and the 
ly on the subject." Here the quotation from !j slave trade ! 

the Declaration is incomplete and its in- j! Again says the Review, "The first af- 
eompleteness perverts its meaning. The lifirmative point in the' conclusions at which 
sentence reads thus, " We fully and unani- !J the Con ventic a arrive from their premises is, 

That there is no difference in principle 



mously recognize the sovereignty of each 

state to legislate exclusively on the subject j between the African slave trade and Amer- 
of the slavery which is tolerated within its ican slavery" By this it is obviously meant 
limits." Passing over the unfairness of! that it is as wicked for an American owner 



6T 



%f slares to retain them, at it is to engage casioned the massacres of St Domingo. As 



in the African slave trade." 

In the Declaration of the Anti-Slavery 



well might we regard the overthrow of Pha- 
raoh and his hosts in the Red Sea, as " the 



Society the words in principle are in italics consequence of premature abolition," as to 
but are not printed as emphatic in the quo- make the same charge against a people 
tatien. But we are astonished that any one ]! who had been free six or seven years, 
should attempt to show that an identity of 



principle was the same thing as an identity 
in the degrees of crime. It is a palpable 
sophism. Indeed, if the Convention had 
said that American slavery was as bad as 
the African slave trade, there would have 
been sufficient defence of the charge in the 
fact that a single state (Virginia) sells an- 
nually to the farther south 6,000* native 
victims ; violating all the holy ties of 
domestic life, masters selling their own 



it 



Is it not contrary to all the known laws 
of human action, for men who have peace- 
ably submitted to be plundered of their la- 
bors, to be scourged, to be bought and sold 
like beasts, and to be robbed of their wives 
and their children ; when emancipated from 
bondage, rewarded for their toil, made se- 
cure in the possession of their domestic re- 
lations, treated kindly, instructed in learn- 
ing, religion and the useful arts, to become 
on this account suddenly full of turbulence 



sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, jj and rebellion, of violence and massacre? 
into hopeless and perpetual bondage. Is The St. Domingo history proves directly 



there any feature in the African slave trade 
as unearthly, as unspeakably revolting as 
this ! We really think that the honorable 
Senator has become the advocate of a sys- 
tem in all respects worse than the proscrib- 
ed slave trade itself. If in the dark cor- 
ners of the earth it is piracy to steal or buy 
and transport human beings into bondage, 
how aggravated is the crime of perpetrat- 

and perpetuating this enormous out- 
rage by law, and all this in the full light of 
civilization and the gospel. 

The article under consideration re- 
peats the favorite pretexts and bugbears of 
the defenders of slavery. The necessity 



© 



the reverse of all this, and so does every 
other history of emancipation ! Witness 
the half million of free blacks among us — the 
most peaceable and inoffensive people in 
the world. Emancipation in Colombia, 
Mexico, and Guiana proves the same thing, 
as also the experience of the colony at the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

We did anticipate from the pen of the 

better 
Yet 



something 



New Jersey. Senator 
than this poetry of Colonization* 
he fondly dotes on the effects of the Co- 
lon) 



of 



such as 



th 



preparatory measures," 
cultivation of the intellect to obviate the re- 
currence of the scenes of St. Domingo. 



the 



upon "the native tribes of Africa," 
fountains and streams of salva- 



tion" gushing from Liberian sands, while 
the native tribes look on and wonder/' 



and 



mgs. 



many other pretty poetical imagin- 
For the truth of these representa- 



And pray what cultivation of the intellect jtions, we turn to the unmannerly testimony 



can ever be afforded in slavery ? 

And how can a candid man seriously 
propose such a preparation for liberty, 
when with one accord all slave-holding le- 



of facts as recorded in the Af- Repos, The 
Rev. Mr. Pinney, missionary to Liberia, 
being on the spot and above all suspicion, 
| by his letter dated Liberia, Feb. 20, 1833, 



gislatures make the instruction of slaves ;j completely overthrows this visionary ia 
penal and in some states the second offence J brie. 

is punishable with death % As to St. Do- 1 « T he colonists are very ignorant of every thing 

mingO we could not have Supposed the jj about the interior: except of the tribes along the 

| coast nothing at all is known, and of them Jittle 
c .- . . , " "T?/ li but their manner of traffic. Nothing has been done 

Ql occurrences within the memory of this ;[/br the natives, hitherto, by the colonists, except io 

educate a few who were in their families in the capa- 
city of servants. The natives are, as to wealth and 
intellectual cultivation, related to the colonists as the 



4 * — — r~ — ~ ^ ^ 

gentleman so utterly unread in the history 



generation," or so unfair if informed, as to 
repeat the stale and often refuted slander 
against the negro, or rather against hu- 
manity itself, that the massacres in that Isl- 
and were " the consequences of premature 
abolition." Be it remembered tha't it was 
the attempt to subjugate the free, and not 
the emancipation of the slave, which oc- 

* Professor Dew. 



* u The poetry of philanthropy" is the coinage of 
the Rev. Dr. Hawks. At a large Colonizaticm meet- 
ing, he declared that the evils of slavery are fc^t "the 
poetry of philanthropy," and boasted that " he had 
j drawn hie first nourisnment at the South ! !" It was 
on this occasion, that the Hon. Mr. Frelinghuysen 
said that nine-tenths of these evils were imaginary, 
il Mr. F, could not go the whole ! 



68 



REVIEW. 



negro in America is to the white man — and this fact, 
added to their mode of dress, which consists of no- 
thing usually but a handkerchief around the loins, 
leads to the same distinction as exists in America 
between colors* A colonist of any dye (and many 
there are of a darker hue than the Vey, or Dey, or 
Croo, or Bassoo,) would, if at all respectable, think 
himself degraded by marrying a native. The natives 
are in fact menials — I mean those in town— and sorry 
am I to beobliged to say, that from my limited observa- 
tion, it is evident, that as little effort is made by the 
colonists to elevate them, as is usually made by the 
higher classes in the United States to better the con- 
dition of the lower. Such I suppose will ever be the 
case, when men ere not actuated by a pure desire to 
do good." 

" It requires no great keenness of observation, to 
see the cause why the colony is not more prosperous. 
But two or three hitherto have done any thing scarce- 
ly towards agriculture. The wealthy find it easier to 
trade ; the poor suppose it degrading.' : 

" The native tribes" in the neighborhood 
of Liberia know little of the reviewer's 
visions. The Rev. Mr. Ashmun explains 
in some measure how they " look on and 
wonder," and gives a true picture of the in- 
fluence of the Colony upon them. Describ- 
ing an engagement he had with them, he 
says, 

"Eight hundred men were here pressed shoulder 
to shoulder in so compact a form that a child might 
easily walk on their heads, from one end of the mass 
to the other, presenting in their rear a breadth of rank 
equal to 20 or 30 men, and all exposed to a gun of 
great power raised on a platform at only from 30 to 
60 yards distance. f^T Every shot literally spent its 
force in a solid mass of human flesh !Jp| The fire 
suddenly terminated, A savage yell was raised which 
filled the dismal forest with a momentary horror. It 
gradually died away and the whole host disappeared. 
At 8 o'clock the well known signal of their disper- 
sion and return to their homes was sounded and 
many small parties were seen at a distance directly 
afterwards moving off in a different direction. One 
large canoe employed in reconveying a party across 
the Montserado, venturing within the range of the 
long gun, was struck by a shot and several men kill- 
ed.* Af. Rep. Vol. 2. page 179. 

Very recently a merchant of Philadel- 
phia at Liberia on a visit, came near falling 
a victim to the hostility of the natives — the 
boat in which he was, being pursued by a 
canoe manned with armed savages, he and 
his party only escaped in consequence ofj 
shooting two of their pursuers. Otherwise 
this gentleman and his company might 
have become very soon " the property' 5 of the 
savages. From all these sources, and indeed 
from every other unprejudiced authority, we 
gather the information that the natives, 
while they have been aAved by the arms 
have not been improved by the proximity 
of the Colony. Tens of thousands of spear- 

* Ob ad. 14. Neither shouldst thou have stood in the 
crossway to cut off those of his that did escape. 

How shall we account for the inconsistency of this 
Rev. Gentleman. 



pointed knives, brass blunderbusses, mus- 
kets, pistols, and rivers of intoxicating li- 

poured into this devoted 



country by the regular trade of the Colony, 



as is proved 
Liberia Herald. 




advertisements 



th 



colonists, and we have high colonization 
authority for saying the licentiousness of 
some, who should have been their guides 
in virtue is now so notorious, that it is per- 
fectly monstrous to hear colonization melo- 
dies chaunted in their praise while we have 
the evidence of the missionary 
ing emigrant, and confessing a] 
accusing officers, of the unive: 
alization which prevails there. 



mutua 



demor- 
'here is 

not moral energy enough in the colony," 



says the Rev. L. Bacon, " to replace a flag 
staff which has rotted away, and signals 
cannot be made to ships. 51 

The Review, in order to urge the claims 
of colonization, makes an array of the 
names of several great men who are under- 
stood to bo connected with the Society. 
But what evidence have we that they under- 
stood the real project with which they have 
thus unguardedly associated themselves? 
Clarkson Wilberforce, Cropper and Bux- 
ton, and in fine all the British philanthro- 
pists, were themselves at first thus misled, 

at one time the Af. Rep. sung their 
praises and claimed the influence of their 
illustrious names. The slave trade itself, 
though now regarded as the greatest enor- 
mity in the history of crime, had in its ori- 



and 



gin 



the approbation of the great Cotton 



Mather. 

"And holy men gave Scripture for the deed." 

CampbelL 

To us it is not a little astonishing to see 
the name of Bushrod Washington quoted 
here to give popularity to the scheme. A 
man, though the nephew of the Father of 
his Country, and President of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, who was the im- 
pious owner of about 1,000 human beings 
whom he claimed as property. His name 
is familiar to our eye, as subscribed to ad- 
vertisements of runaway slaves, offering 
large rewards for their apprehension. On 
a single occasion, (in his own words,) "a 
sale was made of 54 negroes" to Louisiana, 
and in defence of this execrable traffic, in 
which he had been employed, and for which 
his name had been held up to scorn by the 
Baltimore Morning Chronicle, (a southern 
print) Judge Washington used this lan- 
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guage 



where they now are." And here we have 
Bushrod Washington, Lafayette, Mills and 
Finley, in one discordant group to prop up 
by factitious influence the falling temple ! 

The pious and devoted Mills supported 
the Colonization scheme with a single view 



" I never heard a sigh or a com-[ as reported for the N. Y. Observer (a col. 
plaint from the parents of the two most valu- print,) and the Evangelist. We are con- 
able servants I ever owned, that their sons :s . rained therefore to suppose that the review 
had abandoned them and my service and was written before its author attended that 
sought new habitations in Northern States, meeting, and "/« regret that we are not able 

to see in its publication so many weeks after- 
wards the evidence of that ingenuousness 
of character for which we have always re- 
garded him, . From the Report alluded to 
we find he was very anxious about its prob- 
able effect on the public. 

to missionary effort in Africa. He never con- jj "When the fact of our debt was first developed 

templated the forcible separation of Ameri- 
cans on account of complexion. He hoped 
that' " a few of the blacks of good character 
could be settled on the African coast,' 7 thus 
to introduce " civilization and religion 
among the barbarous tribes already there." 
His name cannot, with any fairness there- 
fore, be referred to in support of a society 
which has transported " ship-loads of vaga- 
bonds coerced away as really as if it had 
been done with a cart whip;" and whose pub- 
lications stigmatize our oppressed though 
respectable colored brethren as "nuisances," 
"a degraded caste," " dull as brutish beasts," 



and "vagabonds/ 1 <S r c. Nor did the pious 
Mills anticipate the flourishing trade which 
the colonial merchants hav^ carried on in 
rum, and in the instruments, of murder, 
constituting at present their eh?ef com- 
merce ! 



last night, (said Mr. F.) it made my heart feel sick, 
especially because it will be so effectively employed 
against us, * * * While we were holding our- 
selves out to the public as able to transport any num- 
ber of emigrants for $30 each, and that the colony 
was prosperous, the emigrants thriving and happy, 
these disclosures came upon us. In the midst too of 
our conflict with the Abolitionists, as well as in the 
midst of this triumph respecting the Colony, we have 
gone in debt in two years to the amount of 840,000. 

trust that when the Secretary comes to publish 
his report he will prepare a statement on this subject* 
so that the public may have what I apprehend^ will 
be a perfectly satisfactory explanation of this busi- 



ness. 



Lafayette has had just as much to 



do 



The Review seems in general to con- 
tent itself with simply denying what the 
Abolitionists have proved from the author- 
ized journal of the Society, and in that jour- 
nal the managers of the Colonization Soci- 
ety have underwritten by the very act of 
publication, and sometimes by expressed ap- 
probation, some of the most gross and impu- 
dent pro-slavery doctrines which have ever 
disgraced the annals of tyranny. 



with approving this Society as Olarkson, 
for they have both been seduced into its 
support by being made to think it an Anti- 
Slavery Society. 

The Rev. Dr. Finley, one of the earliest 
and warmest friends of this scheme, himself 
a native of a slave state, gives his motives 
in a letter to a friend published in the Af. 
Rep. page 2, of the 1st vol. In the high- 
est exercise of charity we can only say, that 
in our opinion, such principles of action arei 

of most questionable humanity. "Could they It proves how the sin of slaveholding oblit- 



be sent back to Africa," says lie, "a threefold 
benefit would arise. We should be clear- 
ed of them, we should send to Africa a pop- 
ulation partly civilized and Christianized for 
their benefit, and our blacks themselves 
would be put in a better situation." 

All the impressions which the reviewer 
would make on the public mind, of the 
vorable influence of the colony upon the 
natives, has been contradicted by the infor- 
mation communicated to the. managers at 
their late annual meeting at Washington, 



To consider slavery as a " monstrous 
mcuhns never sought, but imposed upon 
us, 1J to call the oppressor "unfortunate," and 
to say not one word of sympathy in favor 
of poor bleeding humanity at home, suffer- 
ing under the tyrant's scourge and the more 
cruel violation of those ties which notwith- 
standing slavery, bind together the tender 
relations of life, is to show a turpitude of 
principle and a moral apathy utterly incon- 
ceivable in an enlightened and noble mind. 



fa- 



crates from a nation that intuitive sense 
of the injustice of oppression, otherwise 
universal amongst men. Such language 



is 



onlv 



another, though 



a more subtle 



method of saying with an "unfortunate" 
ancient afflicted with this "entailed curse," 
"1 know not the Lord, neither will I let Is- 
rael cm." 

It is a consideration of overwhelming 
power, that God has, in effect, added the title 
of liberator of the slave to the names of his 

glory, saying to Israel, " I am the Lord that 
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brought thee out of the iand of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage." 

When Moses sounded through Egypt I 



the command of the 



Most High to 



let 



his oppressed people go, Pharaoh ex- 
claimed, who is the Lord that I should 
obey his voice? And is not the present 
time the parallel of that? Is there no 
analogy between the answer of Phara- 
oh and the declaration of the Coloniza- 
tion Society with respect to emancipa- 
tion, that "in the age of nations a century 
is but a day?" And is not the bold and 
honest confession of the Egyptian tyrant 
the more honorable ? If a century of bond- 
age is but a day in their eyes, 3,000 years 
are but a month ? Thus would they post- 
pone abolition indefinitely forever. Were 
your brother, your son, a daughter, or a 
wife thus suffering bonds, what would be 
your feelings in respect of every hour's de- 
lay? In contrast with the apostle's com- 
mand that we " remember them that are in 
bonds as bound with them," how cold- 
blooded, how like mockery is the pretence 
that 44 in the age of nations a century is but 
a day." 

hopeless slavery during the next century 
upwards of 100 millions of our slaves, and 
their descendants, every one of whom would 
die in slavery, in intellectual and moral 
darkness. And what is pretended in ex- 
tenuation of this gradual scheme of indefi- 
nite postponement ? An imaginary Expe- 
diency! But how blind is the expedi- 
ency which would usurp the place of ever- 
lasting rectitude ! Before the lapse of 



selves, and throws a strong light on the 
perfect safety and expediency of immediate 
emancipation, Y / which in case of war two 
millions of people would become our de- 



hom 



are now wantomy ren* 



dering our enemies. 

We are astonished to learn that " the 
great majority of me colonists are emanci- 
pated slaves, liberated by southern owners." 
1 his is undoubtedly incorrect— The Afri- 
can Repository speaks only of 3,000 colo- 



nists 



number 
: number 



Africans taken from slave ships captured 
on the ocean, and not " liberated by south- 
ern owners" — 1,200 free people of color 
have been enticed or "coerced" away and 
there remains but 800 liberated slaves to 
complete the population of the colony. We 
are credibly informed by returning colo- 
nists that of this 3,000 persons not 
than 1,700 are to be found, so that the cool- 
ny has not increased but has actually suf- 



more 



diminution 



Nor 



This sentiment would consign to 



half a day of Colonization mercy, (viz. 
50 years,) by the onward progress of 



is this unlikely when we consider that by 
the confession of Rev. Mr. Gurley, the Sec- 
retary, that of the last 600 and odd emi- 
grants 134 had died within 6 months, and 
very probably by this time the mortality is 
as great as 200. At any rate 20 per cent, 
in 6 months is a most horrible mortality, 
and no matter whether the expeditions were 
furnished with men enticed or " coerced," 
will not the blood of these poor fellow crea- 
tures be demanded at the hand of those con- 
cerned in their destruction ? The mortality 



Y 



1832 was 



sufficiently terrible, and yet amounted only 
to one and a half per cent, of the whole pop- 
population alone, it is more than probable ulation ; but what picture of death did that 
that the just vengeance of offended heaven scourge present to be at all compared with 
will cry to them, " Behold the hire of your jl the carnage of African Colonization! 
laborers who have reaped your fields which;! During the last 0 months the mortality of 
is of you kept back by fraud, crieth and l! 20 per cent, which prevailed was as if 
the cries of them which have reaped are en- j| this city^ should loose. 48,000 of its Jnhab- 

tered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth." 
And before 50 years it is certain that the 
whole southern region of our country will 
be in possession ot the slaves unless we re- 
store them their rights. This will result 
from the natural growth of slavery and the 
necessary emigration of the whites. But 
in case of war we cannot expect this event 
and its awful concomitants to be by any 
means as distant. Thus the boasted expe- 
diency of our adversaries shows the un- 
soundness of their political principles them- 



itants. In the lig-ht of these facts how is it 
possible for us to desire or promote such 
emigration ! " How or on what authority" 
the honorable writer could have declared 
that one half the colonists were slaves libe- 
rated by southern masters or could call Li- 
beria " that happy community, now grate- 
fully enjoying the fruits of this enterprise 
on the coast of Africa," "we have yet to 
learn." It is not, however, strange, with 
such facts as these before them, thot the 
poor people of color should be in the habit 
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of calling the Coloniz 



bloody institution." 



much " kindred 



nd 



o-operation" with oppress 



U 



indeed 



to be convinced of the deadly nature of the 
Colonization leaven which can thus per- 
vert the good and estrange the virtuous to 
be the defenders of oppression, and we can 
the more readily trace the identity of that 
influence which " hath leavened the whole 
lump." Nor are we surprised that such 
an influence should move the mass of prof- 
ligacy and sin to aid "the benevolent ob- 
jects of the Colonization Society" by phys- 
ical force, by scurrilous abuse, by outrage- 
ous falsehood, and by mobs — when we see 
in the intelligent and pious such lamentable 
effects. 

The very . desire "to find common 
ground" with those who trade in sinews, is 



of the present Chief Magi 



disgraceful in its own nature. 



"We are not 



common 



advocates of an impolitic, gratuitous and 
abusive manrer, but we would rather be 
guilty of all this than find ourselves yielding 
high moral principles for the sake of har- 
mony. Let us be first pure, then peacea- 
ble. We protest against any 
ground from which our oppressed brethren 
are to be excluded. 

The only common ground acknowledg- 
ed, is that upon which all the inhabitants of 
this land ought to unite, namely, "Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do unto you, 
do ye even so unto them." Now the uni- 
form declaration of the colored people is 
that they are unwilling to leave this land 
in which they were born, where they have 
many dear attachments and where though 
they have been persecuted, they would 
rather live than to go to a barbarous and a 
deadly shore, shut out from the privileges 
ofthegospol and deprived of the counte- 
nance, assistance and counsels of many dis- 
interested and kind friends. They hope 
that the prejudice against them on account 
of color will be destroyed as Christians 
learn more and more to realize thai God 
has made of one blood all the nations of 
men to dwell on the face of the whole earth 
They feel confident that expatriation is im- 
practicable, and they would rather suffer ex- 
termination than leave the land of their fa- 
thers, for whose liberty many of them 
fought both in the war of the revolution and 
in the last war, and received too the high- 



d 



ism 



Th 



lored Americans 



their country that they 



renders 



necessary to resort to other arguments 



equally unanswerable. 

A resnectable colored man 



he 



to emigrate to a 



em 



Virginia, Kentucky, and 



ures. 



lowing reason why he 
would be better off in Africa than in this 
country—That as they were Christians 
here and civilized men, and yet treated col- 
ored persons so badly as to wish them to 
leave the country of their birth, he was 
sure that the barbarous and heathen nations 
would be likely to be more cruel still, and 
instead of desiring them 
foreign land would very likely drive them 
back into the sea, 

It seems almost idle to answer the often 
repeated assertion of the Colonizationists, 
that Maryland, 
Tennessee are becoming favorable to aboli- 
tion : for there is not a particle of evidence 
that colonization influence which has for sev- 
enteen years prevailed among the people of 
these states has kindled in them the smallest 
interest in such guilty and " ill-judged meas- 

On the contrary, the argument of 
Mr. Cropper has never been answered, and 
perhaps never will be. We believe that if 
a change in favor of liberty can be proved 
to have taken place Avithin the period of the 
existence of the Colonization Society, its ad- 
vocates will not be backward to claim the 
honor of it. We too, cheerfully grant, that 
whatever change of feeling and opinion has 
taken place in the country, is very much if 
not entirely the effect of their principles, 
for during the last 17 years they have oc- 
cupied u common ground" with the slave- 
holders, to the virtual exclusion of all gen- 
uine Abolitionists. 

In the year 1790, says the venerable Mr. Cropper, 
there were 59,000 free blacks in America. Emancipa- 
tion was then going on with considerable rapidity, 
and feelings were cherished then, similar to those en- 
tertained in South America, and various other places; 
so that in 1810, the number had augmented to 186,000* 
Had emancipation got on in the same ratio, the ensu- 
ing 20 years, there ought to have been 584,000 free 
blacks ; but when the census of 1830 was made up, we 
found the number to be only 319,000 ; and, consequent- 
ly, owing to some change of feeling in America, there 
are 265,000 negroes now left in 3lavery ? who would 
otherwise have been set free. Now it is a singular 
fact, that during the last 20 years, the American Col- 
onization Society has been in operation. 

We therefore believe that the actual influ- 
ence of this scheme has been in all respects 
unfavorable to the cause of human liberty- 
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We all know what arguments were brought 
against West India emancipation by the 
Duke of Wellington and his tory adherents 3 
from the fact that the people of the Uniced 
States regarded the blacks as inferior and 
destined to perpetual degradation. Is it not 
painful to see free America giving lessons 
on the necessity of political tyranny even to 
the inveterate toriesand tyrants of Europe? 

That the boasted law of Maryland (in fa- 
vor of colonization) is calculated to drive 
colonization by force, or in other words, to 
Expatriate the free by violence, and that the 
managers of the American Colonization So- 
ciety are officially implicated in the cruelty 
of its provisions, we think the following ev- 
idence will fully show. 

At the last meeting of the American Colonization 
Society, on motion of the Hon. Mr. Chambers, it was 
Resolved, That the Soeietv view, with the highest 

gratification, the continued efforts of the State of Ma- 
ryland to accomplish her patriotic and benevolent 
system in regard to her colored population, and that 
the late appropriation by that State, of two hundred 
thousand dollars in aid of African colonization, is 
hailed by the friends of the system, as as a bright ex- 
ample to other states. 

In support of this resolution, Mr. C, among other 
things said, 

ir, I reside in a slave State, alive to all the jeal- 
ousies which a consideration of this kind must excite. 
No other state would be more sensitive at the slight- 
est effort to withdraw from its own peculiar cogni- 
sance, the exclusive and entire control of all questions 
touching this species of property ; none will go far- 
ther to sustain her right to such exclusive jurisdiction; 
and no citizen of the State would vindicate that claim 
with more untiring zeal and firmness, than the indi- 
vidual now before you. But, sir, the apprehension is 
groundless— your constitution avows, and your whole 
history proves that no such purpose exists. The So- 
ciety interferes with the rights and interests of no one. 
Who has ever claimed for the Society or for the Na- 
tional Government, operating through its agency, the 
right to interfere with, or control State legislation on 
the subject of slavery 1 There may be individuals in 
this Society, as there are out of it, who intemperately 
urge the subject of emancipation, and would desire to 
see it advance quite beyond the limits of prudence and 
safety. Such enthusiasts may be willing to make 
any institution, society, or government, auxiliary to 
their wild and mischievous projects ; but the Coloni- 
zation Society, is not responsible for these intempe- 
rate fanatics : nor does it countenance or encourage 
their schemes: — It interferes in no way with tfie 
rights or the interests of owners of slaves. That 
in the prosecution of its legitimate operations, and by 
affording the prospect of comfort and respectability to 
the man of color, it may exert an influence altogether 
of a moral nature favorable to -emancipation, with a 
view to colonization, may be admitted. It imposes 
no restraints, make&Jio demands, assails no man's 
rights! nor seeks to invade the volition which he in- 
dulge*, or to disturb the enjoyment of what the laws 
secure to him. Itslsole andf single object is the coloni- 
zation of the free, and with then: full consent." 

m 

It will be plainly seen by the following extract 
from the Maryland Act, how the "full consent" of 
the "/««" colored people is to be obtained. The most 
" benevolent" thing in the law appears to be this : it 

gives the dave the alternative of remaining in bondr 



aged he does not consent to be an exile from his via* 

tive land ! 

' i or in case the said person or persons shall 



refuse to be so removed, then it shall be the duty of the 
said board of managers to remove the said person or 
persons to such other n>?*ce or places beyond the lim- 
its of this state, as the said board shall approve of, 
and the said person or persons shall be willing to go 
to, and to provide for their reception and support at 
such place or places as the said board may think ne- 
cessary, until they shall be able to provide for them- 
| selves out of any money that may be earned by their 
1 hire, or may be otherwise provided for that purpose, 
and incase the said person or persons shall refuse to 
be removed to any place beyond the limits of this 
state, and shall persist in remaining therein, then it 
shall be the duty of the said board to inform the 
sheriff of the county wherein such person or per- 
sons may be, of such refusal, and it shall there- 
upon be the duty of the said sheriff forthwith to 
arrest or cause, to to be arrested the said person 
or persons so refusing to emigrate from this state, 
and transport the said person or persons beyond the 
limits of this state ; and all slaves shall be capable of 
receiving manumission, for the purpose of removal as 
aforesaid, with their consent, of whatever age, any 
law to the contrary notwithstanding." 

Virginia has either driven away or kidnap- 
ped and sold into slavery many of her free 
negroes, and the same malign influence, so 
active amongthese states has disgraced Ohio, 
and stained her statute book with laws pass- 
ed to expel the unfortunate yet industrious 
and inoffensive colored people who had fled 
to her for protection. What infamy ! for a 
Christian people thus to trample on dis- 
tressed innocence. Besides the pusilanim- 
ity of the persecution, it violates the express 



injunction of God — " Thou shalt not deliv- 
er unto his master the servant which is es- 
caped from his master unto thee : He shall 
dwell with thee even among you in thai 
place which he shall choose in one of thy 
gates, where it liketh him best: thou shalt 
not oppress him." Deut xxiii : 15 — 16. 
The rapid progress of this desire to expa- 
triate the colored people, has originated un- 
deniably in the colonization scheme— It 

was never heard of before that project was 
set on foot. 



The State of Connecticut, 



of 



many 

whose citizens are an ornament to human 
nature and the glory of our land, has be- 
come conspicuous for her legislation 
against the instruction of the colored peo- 
ple, and in the chivalrous war recently 
waged 

woman 



3 



against a devoted and "glorious 
" for daring to teach poor females 



of the proscribed hue, certain eminent co- 
lonizationists, worthy fellow citizens of Bene- 
dict Arnold, have led the gallant assault. 

It is not a little surprising that the Cold- 
nizationists think it undoubted that all the 

manumissions which have taken place dor- 
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fas the last 1? years are the legitimate re- 
salts of their "benevolent operations/ 9 
while they consider it quite certain that 
these cruel, disgraceful, and unconstitution- 
al persecutions of the free colored citizens 
of this land unknown as they were until the 
colonization era, were the results of other 
causes and have no relation whatever to 
any influence exerted by that illustrious 

Institution. 

It is a recorded fact that 300 poor free 
negroes principally women and children 
(or as the Sec. of the Co!. Soc. elegantly 
expresses the idea, " families without their 
male heads") were transported to Liberia 
by the Managers of the Am. Col. Society, 
and who were yet "coerced away as truly 
as if it had been done with a caktwhip." 
One of these individuals, a man, declares 
that he was several times called out of his 
bed at midnight in Virginia lor no other 
offence than 

" The curl of Ins hair and the hue of his skin." 

Whittier. 

and suffered in all the infliction of 300 
stripes with the cartwhip before he was 
made " willing" to leave what he consider- 
ed his native land and all he held dear to 
go to a dark, inhospitable, and deadly 
shore. 

M These is an immense aggregate of blame some- 
where ; and I want to find out mitre it belongs, and 
put U there* Two years ago % I warned the managers 
against this Virginia business. And yet they sent 
cut two ship loads of VA GAB ONDS not fit to go to 
such a place, and that were COERCED away as 
truly as if it had been done with a CARTWHIP. 
Sir, we are not only embarrassed, but we are BRO- 
KEN? Speech of Rev. J. R. Breckinridge. 

It is a fact that this honest and manly 
speech has been suppressed in the publica- 
tion made in the ATrican Repository of the 
proceedings at the annual meeting of the 
Colonization Society recently held at 
Washington. 

H So I returned and considered all the 

oppressions that are done under the sun, 
and behold the tears of such as were op- 
pressed and they had no comforter* and on 
the side of the oppressor there was power, 
*nd they had no conttbrier." 

We regret to have to remark that the 
writer of the review has been betrayed by 

the spirit of Colonization into the use of 
all the epithets and the gross and unmerit- 
ed abuse which characterize the tactics of 
his party. We will not hesitate to say 
boldly, while we particularly regret that 
the censure falls where it does that his 



language is decidedly censurable as un. 
gentlemanly and unkind. Was it argu- 
ment, manners, Christian decorum, or even 
manliness, toward his adversaries in this 
discussion to use such epithets as the fol- 
lowing ; 



» 



"Downright madness," 
" Regardless of consequences, 
" Rash and dangerous spirit," 
" Threatens ruin and destruction, 
" Wild on rushing of fanaticism/ 1 



99 



thies are on the wrong side ! 
ter 



We can freely forgive Mr. F. for the 
public abuse of the Abolitionists which won 
him the applause of the thousands at the 
Colonization meeting at the Masonic Hall, 
but we suspect that it did not win him the 
peace of his own conscience. That gen- 
tleman well knew that the excitement 
which was got up on that occasion by the 
vilest press in this city or the land, had 
gone so far that dirks were drawn and pis- 
tols cocked to seek the heart's blood of 
men who had often sat with him at the 
table of their common Redeemer. Yet at 
this moment were terms of abuse poured 
forth from his mouth calculated to incense 
the already inflamed and ignorant multi- 
tude. Thus adding coals Jo the fire of a 
persecution which he may yet live to re- 
gret he did not strive to quench. 

Oh ! it is a bad augury when the sympa- 

It were bet- 
to have allowed something to the 
spirit of liberty," than thus to have set on 
the dogs of persecution and lighted the 
flames of discord, against brethren! 

But the holy cause of liberty is worth 
the contest, Let none join the battle of the 
free . whose hearts do not welcome the 
shock. It is the cause of God — it is thfe 
sacrifice of the Highest — "to undo the 
! heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free/ 
and to break every yoke." The conscien- 
ces of men are with us, the indications of 
Divine Providence are favorable, the cause 
is onward. The Declaration of Independ- 
ence furnishes us our " abstractions." 
The word of God teaches us our duties, 
marks out our paths, and puts the words 
into our mouths, "Let my people go." 
The Constitution of our Union is framed 
with a view to liberty and not to slavery, 
and the hearts of freemen cannot forever 
slumber over the wrongs of the bleeding, 
the destitute and the oppressed. 



Indeed we are disposed to entreat our 
respected friends " the Colonizationists 
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no longer " to stand in the breach for the 
slaveholder to keep off the Abolitionists,"* 
but take the great lesson on "abstract rights" 
which the word of God teaches, the voice 
of conscience reiterates, and which the 
thunders of Divine vengeance will yet vin- 
dicate, unless we repent and forsake our 
sins. 

We rejoice at the protestation of the 
Reviewer, that if the Colonization Society 
" soothed the conscience of the slaveholder 
and contented him in the enjoyment of 
slaves as property," he would be among 
the first to forsake it. While we have 
great confidence in the sincerity of this 
declaration, we are not disposed to admit 
that the gentleman is altogether an unpre- 
judiced judge. He is to some extent com- 
mitted. All his writings and speeches on 
the subject betray a spirit of excited per- 
sonal feeling amounting even to intoler- 
ance which indicates too strong an interest 
in the cause of the Society, to favor a dis- 
dispassionate and sound judgment. The 
native of a slave state, and having for a 
number of years been accustomed to occu- 
py " common ground" with the slavehold- 
er, we sincerely think that it is expecting 
too much of humanity to anticipate from 
this gentleman a perfectly unprejudiced 
mind. 

If, however, we shall succeed in estab- 
lishing the charge that the American Colo- 
nization Society " soothes the conscience 
of the slaveholder, &c." we call on the 
magnanimity of the New- Jersey Sena- 
tor, for the sake of the most holy cause of 
freedom, to make the sacrifice of his per- 
sonal feelings and to put the weight of his 
name and character, his talents and his 
purse on the side of bleeding humanity. 
Instead of saying that " nine-tenths of the 
evils of slavery are imaginary," a senti- 
ment highly derogatory to a Christian and 
a republican, and untrue in fact, let his 
voice ring through the halls of his coun- 
try's legislature and jurisprudence, with 
the praises of liberty and the high duties 
and destinies of American Christians. 

Abolitionists in general regard the per- 
son more highly and more kindly than they 
do the sentiments of this eminent individu- 
al. They do not charge him with intend- 
ing a conspiracy against the poor and 
needy, but they do believe him to have been 



* Rev. Mr. Breckinridge's col. speech. 



misled by the craftiness and double intenu 
tions of men of a different spirit from him- 
self* Let him not, however, regard these 
concessions to his motives as an attempt to 
fawn upon his person or to compromise 
the glorious and heavenly principles of 
Abolition. The truth is immutable ! if we 
are not on that rock — it will not be moved 
for our convenience — if we are there, we 
will in principles be uncompromising. 
Truth holds no parley with error, nor can 
she. But while uncompromising in princi- 
ple we desire to be courteous in manner. 
Our aim has been not to be overawed by 
greatness, by influence, or by talents, but 
to speak the truth in love. Relying with 
unaffected and unshaken confidence on the 
word of God, we wait with happy antici- 
pations its destined triumph. We have 
aimed not to return railing for railing while 
we have attempted fearlessly to discuss 
principles most dear to our hearts. With 
what success we shall not however pre- 
sume to judge* 

While we hope that the evidence alrea- 
dy laid before the public, and the facts 
constantly developing which can be no lon- 
ger so ungraciously attributed to slander, 
may turn the minds of all good men in the 
Colonization cause we fear that party spirit 
and self-love may deter many from the 

the in- 
genuousness of honorable confession. We 
have indeed sometimes thought that some 
persons whom we regard as good men, 
when actuated by party spirit and pride of 
opinion, would rather fight against God 
than publicly to confess an error or aban- 
don a wrong enterprise once undertaken. 
The African Repository and Colonial 



manlv acknowledgement of error 



Journal, published by order of 



Man 

So* 



ty, is the only source from which we de- 
sire the privilege of bringing our proofs. 
The Repository contains the addresses of 
auxiliaries, the speeches of distinguished 
members, editorial notices, and original 
matters. But that the chief moral influ- 
ence of the Journal resides in the speeches, 
we have no hesitation whatever to declare. 
If the speeches exert no moral influence 
why are they published ? If they do, the 
publishers are liable for the character of 
that influence. The correctness of this 
principle they have practically acknow- 
ledged by accompanying the publication of 



member 



disclaimer 
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of its doctrines; and by actually suppressing 
the publication of abolition speeches, while 
their open and ready page is unhesitatingly 
and unblushingly given to tlip defenders of 
oppression* To what end do they protest 
that they are not liable for the opinions of 
individual members ? No one ever held 
them so. But they are liable for what 
they publish, be it what it may, no matter 
who its author is. The very apology is a 
tacit admission that their publications are 
of evil tendency. While they profess to 
be a benevolent society and the friends of 
the black man, they print and circulate 
vilifications of his character, call him a 



"vagabond." "dull as a brutish beast," 
"abandoned," and "a nuisance." Bless- 
ed be the God of the oppressed — their de- 
fender is mighty, and he hears the groans 
of the poor, and will avenge them who are 
trodden under foot. 

Suppose the " Literary and Theological 
Review," for instance, to publish this very 
article, would the hon. Senator hold it 
irresponsible? Surely not, — and there- 
fore its Editor has already refused to ad- 
mit any thing in answer to the Reviewer. 
Or suppose it to publish the vile tirades 
of Atheists against Christianity for the 
sake of finding "common ground" with 
these enemies of God, and then hold it- 
self irresponsible, saying that it was a 
matter of individual opinion only — the wri- 
ter solely accountable, would not the com- 
mon sense of men protest against them as 
false or mad? Hear then the proofs ! 

44 Slavery is an evil entailed upon the slave hold- 
ers which they must suffer whether they will or 
not.* Af. Rep. vol. v. p. 179. 

44 There is no ground for fear on the part of our 
southern friends, we hold their slaves as wo hold 
their other property, sacred. Let not this slan. 
der be repeated." Af. Rep. vol. 1. p. 283. 

But now Abolitionists are slandered for 
charging them on their own authority with 
soothing the conscience of the slaveholder 
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beyond his conceptions, for the stream of benevo- 
lence which now flows so innocently in it might 
then break out in forms even far more disastrous 
than Abolition Societies and all their kindred and 
ill-judged measures." Af, Rep, vol. vi. p. 363, 

" To the slave holder who had charged upon 
them the wicked design of interferring with the 
rights of property under the specious pretext of 
removing a vicious and dangerous free population, 
they address themselves in a tone of conciliation 
and sympathy. We know your rights, say they, 
and we respect them." Af. Rep. vol. vii. p. 100. 

These publications speaking to the slave- 
holder in tones of " sympathy and concilia- 
tion," and acknowledging the right "of 
enacting iniquity by law," of retaining in 
bondage men originally stolen, plundering 
the laborer of his hire, of carrying on the 
nefarious trade " in the bodies and souls of 
men," aye, and holding these rights " SA- 
CRED," without doubt must tend to quiet 
the conscience of the oppressor and to per- 
petuate oppression. 

Thus to denounce as "ill-judged" abolition 
societies and their measures, to call God's 
oppressed people vagabonds and nuisances, 
to declare beings purchased by the blood 
of Christ, property, while professing to be 
their friends, to consider slavery a curse 
entailed upon the master "which he must 
suffer whether he will or not," to fawn on 
the haughty tyrant, to pander to his base 
passions, is not this enough to disgust any 
human being with their professions of be- 
nevolence ? is it not enough to establish 
beyond dispute that the tendency of the 
American Colonization Society " is to 
soothe the conscience of the slavehold- 
er, to content him with the enjoyment of 
slaves as property, and thus to retard the 
advance of free principles?" 

We pray God that one like the writer of 
the review whose verv instincts have here- 
toforc always been on the side of virtue 
and holiness may be saved from the ruin 
and infamy of this moral whirlpool, whose 
outer edies, though serene as the undim- 
pled lake, conduct only to the more certain 



by calling the wrongs which they inflict on | ruin the hapless bark that trusts its deceit- 
the helpless, rights. 14 Wo unto them that jful edge, A Society of whose principles 
call evil good and good evil ; that put dark- we must be permitted to exclaim, "O my 
ness for light and light for darkness; that 

put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter !" 

"And the slave holder so far from having jnst 
cause to complain of the colonization society has \ 
reason to congratulate himself that in this institu- \ 
tion a channel is opened up in which the public 
feeling 1 and public action can flow on without do- j 
ing violence to his rights. The closing of this 



soul come not thou into their secret ; unto 

their assembly mine honor be not thou 

united!" 

New-York, April 9, 1834. 



A* L* Cm 



channel plight be calamitous to the slave holder! slaves are to be sold in New-Orleans dur« 



THE AMERICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 

We have heard it stated that about 2,000 
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ing the present month ! Yet good people 
celebrate the abolition of the slave-trade, 
and flatter themselves that slavery is dying 
away quite as fast as is, on the whole, de- 
sirable ! — Emancivator. 



males, and makes stripes or death the penalty of 
resistance. It tears asunder parents and child- 
ren, husbands and wives, sisters and brothers, 
arid consigns them to distant and hopeless 

e—*desolate and heart-broken. 




We extract the following from the spirit- 
ed preamble of the Constitution of the An- 
ti-Slavery Society of Lane Seminary. The 
whole should appear if our limits would 
permit. 

PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION 

OP THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY 

OF LANE SEMINARY. 

Believing it incumbent upon all, who associ- 
ate for the advancement of the general good, to 
state explicitly their object^ their reasons for 
seeking it, the means proposed for its accom- 
plishment, and the principles which are to con- 
trol their action ; we make the following expo- 
sition. 

I. Object. Our object is the immediate 
emancipation of the whole colored race, within 
the United States ; the emancipation of the 
slave from - the oppression of the master, the 
emancipation of the free colored man from 
the oppression of public sentiment, and the 
elevation of both to an intellectual, moral, and 
political equality with the whites. 

II. Reasons. We advocate the immediate 
emancipation of the slaves for the following 
reasons. 

L He is constituted, by God, a moral agent, 
the keeper of his own happiness, the executive 
of his own powers, the accountable arbiter of 
his own choice ; personal ownership, his birth- 
right, unforfeited and inalienable ; liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, chartered rights, in- 
herited from his Maker and guarantied by 
all the laws of his beinor. 

Slavery robs him of himself body and soul ; 
and though he is immortal, created in God's 
image, the purchase of a Savior's blood, visited 
by the Holy Ghost, and invited to citizenship 
with angels, and to fellowship with God, it drags 
him to the shambles, and sells him like a beast ; 
goads him to incessant and unrequited toil- 
withholds from him legal protection in all his 
personal rights and social relations, and aban- 
dons to caprice, cupidity, passion, and lust all 
that is dear in human well-being. It crushes 
the upward tendencies of intellect, makes the 
acquisition of knowledge a crime, and consigns 
the mind to famine. 

It stifles the moral affections, represses the 
innate longings of the spirit, paralyzes con- 
science, turns hope to despair, and kills the 
soul. 

As a system, slavery anmhilates the marriage 

relation, exposes to pollution a million of fe- II 



t excites the enmity of the oppressed 
against the oppressors, goads to desperation 
and revenge, provokes insurrection, and perils 

public safety. 

3. It tends to blunt the sensibilities of all who 
exercise authority over the slave, and to trans- 
form them into tyrants. The whole process 
is drawn to the life by President Jefferson, 
who lived and died a Mave-holder. 

"The parent storms: the child looka on, 
catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the 
same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives 
loose to the worst of passions, and thus nursed, 
educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, can- 
not fail to be stamped with odious peculiarities. 
The man must be a prodigy, who can retain his 
morals and manners undepraved in such cir- 
cumstances." 

4. It is the occasion of deep moral pollution 
to the families of slave-holders — a pollution 
mingling with the first thoughts, spreading 
wider and wider with the increase of years r 
and naturally resulting from contact with those 
whom legalized oppression renders liable to 
prostitution. 

5. It cripples the energies of the whole na- 
tion, entails poverty and decay upon the states 
which uphold it, foments division and aliena- 
tion in our public councils, and puts in jeopar- 
dy the existence of the union. 

6. It is opposed to the genius of our gov- 
ernment, makes our constitution a mockery* 
converts our national declaration into a rhapso- 
dy of sentimentalism, convicts us of hypocrisy 
at the bar of the world, neutralizes the power 
of our example as a nation, and checks the pro- 
gress of republican principles. 

7. It opposes an insuperable barrier to the 
conversion of the world, is a standing libel upon 
the avowed influence of the Christian religion, 
and heathen nations will not be slow to read 
the dis.sr ail commentary. It sanctions as a 
princip he absurd and wicked prejudice 
against color ; and thus not only dooms to de- 
spair the unfortunate millions of colored people 
in our own country, but would, if carried out, 
paralyze all missionary effort, and shut the 
bowels of mercy forever against the world. 

8. Slavery exposes the nation to the judg- 
ments of God. We adopt and reiterate the 
memorable sentiment of Jefferson: "I tremble 
when I reflect that God is just, and that his 
justice cannot sleep forever;" and we urge rj 
immediate repentance of the sin which provokes 
his wrath, and an immediate breaking off fro 
it by righteousness. 

We advocate the emancipation of the free 
colored man from the oppression of public sen* 
timent and civil disabilities : 

Because color, condition of birth, poverty, 
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calamity, and complicated wo, deserve no pun- 
ishment It is the part of a tyrant to inflict 
penalties upon the innocent; and when the 
victim is powerless, friendless, long-oppressed, 
and already heart-broken, it is the part of a 
fiend. The colored race in this country are the 
objects of scorn and persecution. Impoverish- 
ed, disfranchised, and trodden into the dust, 
they faint under the inflictions of a public sen- 
timent, 44 which exalteth itself above all that is 
called God." 

We cannot hold our peace, while these, our 
brethren, are immolated upon the altar of preju- 
dice and pride. They need our sympathies 
and our aid, and they shall have them. 

We repudiate the doctrine that they cannot 
be elevated in this country. We believe they 
can be elevated, we believe they will be, and 
that 44 their redemption draweth nigh." 



We invite public attention to the follow- 
ing letter from a student in the Lane The- 
ological Seminary, recently published in 
the Western Recorder. Humanity sleeps 
over the wrongs of two millions of sto- 
len men, because the FACTS are hid. 
We hear not the slaves, because they are 
slaves ! — And the smooth tongue of the 
manstealer — -the wealthy, polite, and gener- 
ous manstealer— has silvered over the abom- 
inable system till we, gentle and easy souls, 
suppose its horrors are "imaginary" 

Let us peruse and weigh these penitential 
confessions. 

LANE SEMINARY, MARCH 6, 1834. 

Mb. Editor— We have just closed one of 
the most interesting debates that I have ever 
attended. For eighteen evenings we have dis- 
cussed the subject of abolition and colonization ; 
and what is very remarkable, not the least un- 
kind or even unpleasant feeling has been excit- 
ed. There has been no shuffling, no quibbling, 
no striving to evade the truth ; but, on the other 
hand, candor, fairness and manhood, have char- 
acterized the whole debate. Every 
has been fairly weighed ; 
considered. 



argument 

every objection duly 

Neither side finds any fault with 

the other. All are satisfied that justice has 
bien done. 

The subject was divided into two questions. 
First — Ought the people of the slave-holding 
states to abolish slavery immediately ? 

Second — Are the doctrines, tendencies and 
easuresof the American Colonization Society, 
and the influence of its principal supporters, 
such as to render it worthy of the patronage of 
the Christian public ? 

The speakers were from Virginia, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Arkansas Territory, Ohio, 



Pennsylvania, New- York and Connecticut { 
most of them the sons of slave-holders. 

The debate was opened by Mr. ~, of 

Alabama. He commenced by asking this ques- 
tion — 14 What is slavery'?" * fi Before we can 
prescribe a remedy," said he, " we must under- 
stand the disease. We must know what we 
are attempting to cure before we give the 
medicine," I was rejoiced to hear such a 
beginning from the son of a slave-holder ; for I 
had longed to learn the true condition of the 
slave. And I had no doubt but that the feel- 
ing of the abolitionists on the subject of slavery* 
•* was the poetry of philanthropy,"* and that 
"nine-tenths of the horrors of slavery were 

imaginary."! 

Mr. proceeded to give us facts illustrate 

ing slavery, and its effects on the social and 
political relations; facts illustrating the kind 
disposition of the slaves, and their gratitude for 
favors. He ridiculed the idea of its being dan- 
gerous to emancipate them immediately ; then 
referred us to facts in point, and closed by giv- 
ing us his hearty assent to the doctrines of im- 
mediate emancipation, as defined by the Eman- 



cipator, viz : — 

immediate emancipation, 
that the slaves shall be turned loose 



« By 



we do not 



ens 



mean, 

upon the nation, to roam as vagabonds or ali- 
; nor, that they shall be instantly invested 
with all political rights and privileges ; nor, 
that they shall be expelled from their native 
clime, as the price and condition of their free- 
dom. But we mean, that instead of being un- 
der the unlimited control of a few irresponsible 
masters, they shall really receive the protection 
of law : That the power which is now vested 
in every slave-holder to rob them of their just 
dues, to drive, them into the fields like beasts, to 
lacerate their bodies, to sell the husband from 
the wife, the wife from the husband, and child- 
ren from their parents, shall instantly cease : 
That the slaves shall be employed as free la- 
borers, fairly compensated, and p-otected in their 
earnings : That they shall be placed under a 
benevolent and disinterested supervision, which 
shall secure to them the right to obtain secular 
and religious knowledge, to worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of their consciences, to ac- 
cumulate wealth, and to seek an intellectual 
and moral elevation." 

He occupied nearly three evenings. Whe 
speaking of the cruelties practised upon the 
slave, he said — "At our house it is so common 
to hear their screams from a neighboring plant- 
ation, that we think nothing of it. The over- 
seer of this plantation told me one day, he laid 
a young woman over a log, and beat her so 
severely that she was soon after delivered of a 
dead child. A bricklayer, a neighbor of ours, 

owned a very' smart young negro man, who 

*Rev. Dr. Hawks. 

t Hon. T. Frelinghuysen, at the New-York Colo- 
nization meeting. 
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ran away ; but was caught. When his mas- 
ter got him home, he stripped him naked, tied 
him up by his hands, in plain sight and hear- 
ing of the academy and the public green, so 
high that his feet could not touch the ground ; 
then tied them together, and put a long board 
between his legs to keep him steady. After 
preparing him in this way, he took a paddle, 
bored it full of holes, and commenced beating 
him with it. He continued it leisurely all day. 
At night his flesh was literally pounded to a 
jelly. It was two weeks before he was able to 
walk. No one took any notice of it. No one 
thought any wrong was done." 

He stated many more facts of a similar kind. 
It will be recollected that he was attempting to 
give a fair expose of 'slavery. "And (said he) 
lest any one should think that in general the 
slaves are well treated, and these are the ex- 
ceptions, let me be distinctly understood: — 
Cruelty is the rule, and kindness the exception" 

This was assented to and corroborated by 
all from the slave-holding states. And to sho r * 
its truth, I will here introduce a few facts, as 
related by individuals from different parts of 
the country. 

Mr. — — , from Kentucky, who came here a 
colonizationist and a slave-holder, but has since 
turned abolitionist and emancipated his slaves, 
gaid — "Cruelties are so common, I hardly know 
what to relate. But one fact occurs to me just 
at this time that happened in the village where 
I live. The circumstances are these. A col- 

m 

ored man, a slave, ran away. As he was cross- 
ing Kentucky river, a white man, who suspected 
him, attempted to stop him. The negro resist- 
ed. The white man procured help, and finally 
succeeded in securing him. He then wreaked 
his vengeance on him for resisting — flogging 
him till he was not able to walk. They then 
put him on a horse, and came on with him 
ten miles to Nicholasville. When they entered 
the village, it was noticed that he sat upon his 
horse like a drunken man. It was a very hot 
day ; and whilst they were taking some re- 
freshment, the negro sat down upon the ground 
under the shade. When they ordered him to go, 
he made several efforts before he could get 
up ; and when he attempted to mount the horse, 
his strength was entirely insufficient. One of 
the men struck him, and with an oath ordered 
him to get on the horse without any more fuss. 
The negro staggered back a few steps, fell 
down, and died. I do not know as any notice 
was ever taken of it." 

Mr. , of Virginia* amongst others, related 

the following : — " I frequently saw the mistress 
of the family beat the woman who performed 
the kitchen work, with a stick two feet and a 
half long, and nearly as thick as my wrist ; 
striking her over the head, and across the 
small of the back, as she was bent over at 
her work, with as much spite as you would a 
snake, and for what I should consider no offence 

p,t all. There lived in this same family a ypung 
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man, a slave, who was in the habit of running 
away. He returned one time after a week's 
absence. The master took him into the barn, 
stripped him entirely naked, tied him up by his 
hands so high that he could not reach the floor, 
tied his feet together, and put a small rail be- 
tween his legs, so that he could not avoid the 
blows, and commenced whipping h?m. He told 
me that he gave him five hundred lashes. At 
any rate, he was covered with wounds from 
head to foot. Not a place as big as my hand 
but what was cut. Such things as these are 
perfectly common all over Virginia ; at least so 
far as I am acquainted. Generally, planters 
avoid punishing their slaves before strangers." 

Mr. , of Missouri, amongst others, related 

the following: — "A young woman who was 
generally very badly treated, after receiving a 
more severe whipping than usual, ran away. 
In a few days she came back, and was sent 
into the field to work. At this time the gar- 
ment next her skin was stiff like a scab, from 
the running of the sores made by the whip- 
ping. Towards night, she told her master that 
she was sick, and wished to go to the house. 
She went ; and as soon as she reached it laid 
down on the floor exhausted. The mistress ask- 
ed her what the matter was] She made no 
reply. She asked again ; but received no an- 
swer. 1 I'll see/ said she, « if I can't make you 
speak.' So taking the tongs, she heated them 
red hot, and put them upon the bottoms of her 
feet; then upon her legs and body; and, final- 
ly, in a rage, took hold of her throat. This had 
the desired effect. The poor girl faintly whis- 
pered, 8 Oh, misse, don't — I am most gone;' 
and expired." 

We want no other commentary on the state 
of feeling in that community than this. The 
woman yet lives there, and owns slaves. 

I am aware that it will be said, this is not a fair 
picture of slavery. But, sir, if I can judge from 
the conversation of gentlemen who have lived 
and been brought up amongst it, or from the 
testimony of respectable emancipated negroes, 
I know the picture has never yet been present- 
ed to the public, in all its ugliness. Such facts 
as these are as common to them as household 
affairs ; and so common are they in the com- 
munity where they occur, that little notice is 
taken of them. They produce no effect upon 
the public heart. They enlist no sympathy. 
They call up no pity, i do not mean to say, 
that every individual slave-holder treats his 
slaves cruelly. I know that there are exceptions. 
But it will be readily admitted by all, that the 
system of slavery tolerates it, and that the 
slave has no security, and can have no redress. 

But to be short. As the debate progressed, 
objection after objection was cleared up ; argu- 
ment after argument overthrown ; and on the 
ninth evening, when the question was tRkmv 
every individual who had heard the debate 
voted in the affirmative, exceptthree or four from 
non-slave-holding states, who declined voting. 
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After listening nine evenings to this discus- 
• and most of the time to those who were 



from the bosom of slavery, and who understood 
well its genius, I was irresistibly driven to this 
conclusion: — That there is no subject before 
the American people, so little understood at the 



particularly 

its cruelties. 
And so much 




r. 
said 



north, as the subject of slavery 
its horrors, its miseries, and 
These are not dreamed of there, 
pains has been taken to varnish over the truth, 
that the general impression is, that the slave is 
better off than the free black. An opinion 
more inconsistent with truth could not well be 
entertained. 

Another equally erroneous and as generally 
received opinion is, that the slaves could not 
take care of themselves, if they were set free. 
As fact is better than theory to answer such 
an objection, I will here state one as related by 

of Virginia. "Several years ago," 
he, " I knew a slave who bought himself, 
and paid twelve hundred dollars. Some time 
after this, when coming up from Lynchburg, I 
happened to stay at the same place with this 
colored man. I found on inquiry, that by his 
industry and honesty he had secured quite a 
respectable property ; that he was then driving 
a team of five horses, that belonged to himself ; 
and that he was esteemed and employed as 
much as any man in the town in his line of 
business." 

This is not a solitary case. Many of a similar 
kind have come under my own observation. I 
am acquainted with nearly fifty colored gentle- 
men in the city of Cincinnati, who have paid 
from $200 to $1200 for themselves or families, 
and are now living in a style that would not 
disgrace any man. They are as honest, as up- 
right, and as industrious, as any community of 
men with whom I am acquainted. Beside, it 
may be safely said, that two-thirds of the col. 
ored families in this city are laying up money 
to buy their friends who are in slavery. 

But suppose the slaves cannot take care of 
themselves, if set free ; what is the argument ? 
Is it perpetual servitude ? If not, then slavery 
is the school to prepare them for freedom, and 
their masters and overseers are the tutors. And 
pray how long will it be before they can gradu- 
ate with all the honors and learning that can 
be obtained in such an institution ? Will another 
century roll away, and find them still incompe- 
tent 1 Np doubt it will, sir ; for their tutors, 
kind souls 1 are quite unwilling to crowd them 
in their studies. But, Mr. Editor, what distin- 
guishes our happy country from heathen lands? 
Is it not our Christian, our benevolent and our 



and whose very weakness and ignon 
them still more the objects of our pity ? What 

made? 



provision has been 
Gath — Am< 



slavery 



O, tell it not in 

oor and 



The second question was also debated nind 
evenings; and when the aye3 and nays were 
taken, only one said aye, and he was from a 
non-slave-nolding state. It is hardly necessary 
for me to add, though it is a part of the object for 
which I write, that I have altered my opinion 
both in regard to the Abolition and Colonization 
Societies. And as I have a large number of 
friends who take your paper, and in it have seen 



Society 



as 



da Institute, and who know that I have talked 
upon the subject both in public and in private ; 
and that I have written letters to promote its 
interests, and given and begged money to help 
forward its operations ; I wish them to know 
that I disclaim all connection with it ; that I be- 
lieve its doctrines, tendencies and measures are 
calculated to subvert the best interests of the 
colored people, to strengthen prejudice, to quiet 
the conscience of the slave-holder,* and put far 

can abundantly 

But the length 



off the day of emancipation, 
prove all this, and much irore. 
of this communication forbids. I will only state 



two societies. 



. M effects 



Conversing with a slave holder a few weeks 



since, he said 

wrong in the abstract ; but 



slavery 
I think it is 



right 

under existing circumstances. At any rate the 
Colonization Society says so ; and its agents 
preach it where I live ; and all my neighbors be- 
lieve it. We all belong to the Society, a ' 
give money to it. I have regularly given ten 
dollars per year to help remove slavery." 
So far his views were formed by colonization 



influence 



w^e truly 



charitable institutions? 



Is it not, that for our 

s? 



unfortunate deaf and dumb we have asylu 
for our halt and lame and sick and insane we 
have hospitals ? for our poor and helpless we 
have alms-houses ? What provision, 
should be made for our more unfortunate and 



then, 



doubly 



iserable colored brethren, who have 



not mind enough to take care of themselves, 



lent in giving his money to remove slavery in 
this way ; for he thought it was the only way. 
He says now, "That the $10 a year which I 
gave to the Colonization Society, was but a 
quietus to ray conscience ; and I thought I had 
a right to hold slaves indefinitely. But I find 
that the blackslmve rights, as well as the whiter, 
and we are invading them. 1 can give no 
money to the Colonization Society, for I 
lieve it is doing a vast deal of harm." 



ore 
be* 



One individual, a student, came here a slave- 
holder and ft coionizationist. He depended up- 
on his slaves for support while obtaining his ed- 
ucation. But as soon as he was convinced that 
it was wrong to hold slaves under existing cir* 
cumstances, he went home and set them all free, 
and put them in a course of education, and 



their wages 



politic 



benefit, 
devel- 



and 



the genuine philanthropy of the system of ixn 

mediate emancipation. Ybur's, &c. 

Augustus Wattx*!* 
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FACTS RELATIVE TO SLAVERY IN THJK DISTKICT OF COLUMBIA* 



£J?«» We are much gratified to be able to lay before the read- 
ers of the Keporter, the following interesting communication. 
Who would believe that a serious attempt is now making 
to deprive every alleged fugitive from slavery, arrested iathis 
e*££», of a TRIAL BY JURY ! Such is the fact. «£3 

Bedford, N. Y* I9th April, 1S34. 

Desr Sir — Jncessant occupation jince I returned from New- 
York, has prevented me from complying be^ere this, with 
your request to furnish you with certain panficularf relative 
to slavery in the District of Columbia, In the endoS&lpaper, 
you will fend some investing facts. With much respbet, I 
remain your obedient servant, WILLIAM JAY. 

Eli sur Wright, Ji\ 

FACTS RELATIVE TO SLAVERY IN 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

On the 1st August, 1826, a notice appeared in the 
National Intelligencer at Washington, from the Mar- 
shall of the D* of C, that a negro named Gilbert 
Horton, and claiming to be free, had been committed 
to jail in Washington city as a runaway^ and unless 
ovmer proved property, and took him away by a 
certain thsie, the negro would be sold "for x his jail 

Jfees and other expenses^ as the law directs" Horton 

was a native of Westchester Co- N. Y., ao4 known 
there to be free. A public meeting of the inhabitants 
-of the county was called, to take measures for his 
liberation. The meeting was held 30th August, 1826, 
.and a series of resolutions were unanimously adopt- 
ed; one of them calling on the Governor to demand 
the instant liberation of Horton as a free citizen of 
the State of New- York. Two of the resolutions were 
as follows r 

\ "Resolved, That the law under which Horton has 
b&n imprisoned, and by which a free citizen without 
evidence of crime, and without trial by jury, may be 
condemned to servitude fo life, is repugnant to our 

republican institutions, and revolting to justice and 
humanity; and that the representatives from this 
•State m Congress are requested to use their endeav- 
ors to procure its repeal. 

"ftesolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and present to the citizens of this county for 
their signatures, a petition to Cdngress for the imme- 
^i^aooUuon of Slavery in the District of Columbia." 

Governor De Witt Chnton in compliance with the 
jroqjuest of the meeting, wrote to the President of the 
United States, forwarding evidence of Horton's free- 
dom, and requiring his immediate liberation " as a 

^W eR Horton was released be- 

fojr^fpe ra^^t of the Governor's letter. The West- 
chester pe&tioii%$p signed by 800 3 and presented to 
the House of Representatives. 

In Dec. 1826, Mr. Ward, representative in Congress 
from Westchester, introduced a resolution calling on 
the committer for the D. of C. to inquire whether 
there was any Jaw in the district authorizing the im- 
prisonment^ ji free person of color, and his sale as 
an undt^»|Aave for his jail fees. The resolution 
vjggas zdc$im after much opposition by the Southern 
'^^B^m, The committee reported, "that there was 
■^s&8k & law r vindicated its. general poficy 9 but recom- 
mended that when the arrested negro was unclaimed 
he should not be sold, but that the county should pay 
the cost of imprisonment. Thepeople of Georgetown 
presented a remonstrance against this proposition of 
the committee. The law remained unchanged, and 
so remains % it is believed, to this day. 

On the 12th Feb. 1827, Mr. Nelson, of the New- 
York Senate, introduced the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee of the whole, 
but were not finally acted upon. 

"Resolved, As the sense of this legislature, (if the 
assembly concur therein,) that the existence of slave- 
ry v at the seat of the government of the U. States, 
aikl in a district under its exclusive control, is derog- 
atory to the national character, and inconsistent wif-b 



immediate prohibition of the farther introduction 
laves into that District." 




Congress ought to take such measures as in their 
wisdom may be deemed advisable for the final aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, and for 
the 

of si 

"Resolved, That his excellency the Governor, be 
requested to transmit a-copy of these resolutions to 
the President of the United States, and to each of the 
senators and representatives in Congress from this 
State." 

On the 27t&March, 1827, a petition was presented 
to Congress from 1,000 citizens of the D. of C, pray- 
ing for a rsvisal of the siave laws, and an act declar- 
ing that all children of slaves to be born in the Dis- 
trict after the 4th July, 182S, should be free at the age 
of 25, and that the importation of slaves into the Dis- 
trict might be prohibited. From this petition, the 
following is an extract : viz. 

" A colored man last summer, who stated that he 
was entitled to freedom, was taken up as a runaway 
slave and lodged within the jail of Washington , city. 
He was advertised, but no one appearing to claim him, 

he was according to lav* put up at pubuc auction,/5?r 
payment of his jail fees^ and sold as a slave far life t 
He was purchased by a slave trader, who was not re- 
quired to give security for his remaining in the Dis- 
trict, and he was soon after shipped from Alexandria 
for one of the southern states. Thus was a human 
being sold into perpetual bondage, at l ** e capital of 
the freest government on earth, without even a pre- 
tence of a trial, or the allegation of a crime." 

In 1828, both houses of the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture passed the following resolution by an almost 
unanimous vote : viz. 

" Resolved, That the Senators of this state, in the 
Senate of the United States, are hereby requested to 
procure, if practicable, the passage of a law to abol- 
ish slavery in the District of Columbia, in such a 
manner as they may consider consistent with the 
rights of individuals and the Constitution of the Unit- 
ed States." 

On the 9th Jan. 1829, the House of Representatives 

"Resolved, That the committee for the Sistrict of 
Columbia, be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of providing by law for the gradual abolition of 
slavery in the District, in such manner that no indi- 
vidual shall be injured thereby." Ayes 141— Noes 59. 

On the 28th Jan. 1829, a committee of the N.York 
Assembly, to whom had been referred various memo- 
rials relating to slavery in the District of Columbia, 
made a report, in which they remarked, Your com- 
mittee cannot but view with astonishment, that in 
the capital of this free and enlightened country* laws 
should exist, by which the free citizens of a state are 
liable, even without trial, and even without the impu- 
tation of a crime, to be seized while prosecuting their 
lawful business, immured in prison, and though free, 
unless claimed as a slave, to be sold as such for the 
payment of 'jail fees." The committee recommend- 
ed the following resolution : viz. 

t; Resolved, (if the Senate concur herein,) That the 
senators of this state, in the Congress of the United 
States be, and are hereby instructed, andtheRepre 
sentatives of this state are requested, to make every 
possible exertion to effect the passage of a law for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. The 
resolution passed the Assembly but was not acted 
upon in the Senate. - 

In 1831, the corporation of Georgetown passed a 

law making it penal for a free negro to receive from 
the Post-office^ nave in his possession, or circulate, any 
publication or writing of whatever description, of a 
seditious character, and particularly the newspaper 
called the Liberator, published at Boston. The pun- 
ishment for each offence to be a fine not exceeding 

la 



$20, or imprisonment for not more than 30 days 
s case of inability to pay the fine and prison fees 5 the of- 
"Kssolved, That in the opinion of this legislature, ii fender to be mid as a servant for four months- - , 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The week of the anniversaries in New- "colored family in the United States With a 
York is so fully occupied by the public ;| copy of the Holy Scriptures. TheAmeri- 
meetings of numerous long established soci- lean AntiSJavery Society pledged itself to 
ties, that any new ones must have a strong || contribute $5,000, provided the Bible So- 
nde* upon the public interest to gain a hear- {jciety would undertake to carry the meas 



tn 



Our readers will know how to esti- j ure into effect in two years. This proposal 
mate the excitement in regard to the A meri- j was kindly received by the Bible Society, 
Can Anti-Slavery Society, when they are! and referred to a committee which has not 
informed that it absorbed the thought and jj yet reported. - .. 
feeling of the week so largely, that on eve- j It is difficult to see, why in distributing 
ry occasion* where decorum would permit, it j the scriptures We should treat with any 
furnished the topic of conversation. Ii j more delicacy the wicked prejudices and 
may fairly be said to have swallowed up all jjnnti'Christian laws which stand in our way 
the other subjects. Bible and Tract and Ij i n our own country, than those in Spanish 
Missionary Anniversaries were well sua- America or in China* Yet in the general 
tained, as usual, but no one could 



witness 



effort to supply every family in the United 
the gathering and dispersing of tljose as- jj States with the Word of God, very litle has 
semblies without perceiving that the long jj been said of the appalling fact that the 
neglected cause of the slave was pressing up- ji book has been excluded from one sixth of 
on the consciences of men, that it was begin- jj the families in the land. Had a caste been 
ning to be felt that all our parade about Bi- j discovered in India so carefully hedged in 
bles and Tracts, Missionaries and Sabbath j from all access of saving truth, should wo 
schools, while no voice is raised in behalf;! not have heard more of it? Would not 
of the oppressed, is in danger of becoming j| our prayers and our sympathies have beert 
the seal of our hypocrisy instead of our ij invoked in their behalf? Have our mis- 
crown of glory, jsionartes in Syria treated with great delica- 
The limits of this periodical will allow j: C y those laws which forbid the people to 
us only to give a few extracts from the in- j receive the sacred volume, or hold any in- 
teresting speeches and proceedings of thejjtercourse with ils teachers? 



anniversary, 
with it. 



and the meetings connected , This measure will bring to the test those 

who say that the slaves are generally heldnot 
Among the important measures consid- ns pr0 pertv— not in the spirit of theorigin- 
eredatthe business meetings were the fbl-;i a! kidnappers— but in trust, till they can be 
lowing. ''prepared for freedom. Let the philanthro- 

the ibible to be sent to the slaves, j pists of the north say to the people of the 
It was proposed to the American Bible jj south through the American Bible Society, 



Society to raise $20,000 to supply every ; " If as you pretend, you really desire to. fit 




What grituitQii$i phase to read and hand it to your neighbor* 
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the slave for liberty, here are the means. U Most earnestly we entreat all who value 

We do not say, teach them to read and ] justice and the rights of man, to pour in 

then we will give Bibles ; but here are Bi-|upon the next Congress such notes of re- 

bles which they may have to read, " If the J monstrance as shali break the seal which 
slaves need iC a preparation 



for freedom 



what can be a better and safer one than in- their ears as well as their lips. 



struction in the word of God ? 



our national hypocrisy has placed 



south 



auxiliary 



put one in the hands of every five slaves, 
and then at length we shall see how much 
regard they have to the command of the 
Savior to carry the gospel to every creature. 

This measure will also bring to the test 
the confidence of the slave-holders in their 
own assertion that the Bible sanctions or 
allows slavery. Are they afraid to put in- 
to the hands of the enslaved the authori- 
tative charter of the masters' rights ? Have 
they a virtual "bill of sale from the Al- 
mighty and are they afraid to show it to 
the party concerned ? If ever a falsehood 
was made palpable, the slave-holders have 
made theirs so, in refusing the Bible to the 
slaves, while they pretend to derive their 
right from it. Let those who still believe 
that the slave-holders really wish to get rid 
of the system " as soon as it can be done 
safely" take hold of this enterprise. 

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT 

OF COLUMBIA. 

This subject engaged the attention of the 
Society, and we trust will not be suffered to 
rest till the object is attained. It was 

" Resolved, That the Executive Committee be 
requested to issue circulars calling on the friends 
of abolition to petition the state legislatures to pass 
resolutions, requesting their representatives and 
instructing their senators in Congress to use their 
influence in favor of the immediate abolition of 



slavery in the District of Columbia, and the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, and the entire sup- 
pression of the domestic slave-trade." 

Let it be remembered that for the con- 
tinuance of slavery at the seat of the na- 
tional government the whole people are re- 
sponsible. Wc have not only a natural 
right but a legal and constitutional right to 
say whether, in mockery of our Declaration 
of Independence, men shall be made prop- 
erty of under the windows of the Capitol, 
whether the red flag of the slave-trade shall 
float under the stars and stripes, and the 
din of the auction of souls, the clank of 
chains and the wailing of the captives shall 
mingle forever with the voices of our re- 
publican orators. 



$20,000 TO BE KAISE1> THIS YEAR. 

" Resolved, That the great objectB of this Soci. 
ety require funds during the current year to the 
amount of at least $20,000." 

A reformation of manners so surely fol- 
lows a thorough dissemination of light in 
regard to truth and duty, that a man might 
safely guarantee the extinction of slavery 
within a given short time, provided the pe- 
cuniary means were put in his hands of 
bringing information to all the individuals 
that make up the community. It would 
certainly be safe to undertake to set the 
whole mass of the slaves free a* the rate of 
one dollar a piece, for $2,000,000 would sa- 
turate the nation with arguments, demon- 
strating beyond the reach of a doubt, the per- 



as 



•/ i 7 "™ 

duty of immediate abolition. W 
far smaller sum will do it : and shall it not 
be raised ? Who is there that would not 
glory to make himself poor to give freedom 
and manhood to 2,000,000 of brethren 1 
to relieve his eountry, in the spring tide 
freshness of her hopes, from a curse that is 
bringing her down to a dishonored grave? 

The men who have given to this cause 
have been hitherto few, but we believe this 
year will make them many. We hope to 
see an Anti-Slavery Society starting up in 
every hamlet, which shall pour in its con- 
tributions to the cause with 



tivity 



unceasing ac- 
Let one be formed wherever there 



are three abolitionists of the right sort. 
And let them adopt an efficient system of 
means to aid in disseminating our victorious 
principles. 

We would venture to recommend that 
every society should open a subscription, in 
which every person shall name the sum 
that he will pay monthly, or weekly, and 
that a sufficient number of collectors be ap- 
pointed to gather the subscriptions with 
promptness and ease. Let the name of 
every man, woman and child that can give 
even a cent a month be on this subscription, 

proceeds be at short intervals 



the 



r 



remitted to the parent society. By thus 
combining the strength of the feeble a migh- 



ty 



Such 



a sys- 
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tem will not only give the means of propa- 
gating the true doctrine of human rights, 
but it will give life and and permanence to 
the Anti-Slavery spirit, and will kindle up 
something better than a barren sympathy 
for the enslaved. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEECHES AT THE 
ANNIVERSARY OP THE AMERICAN 

ANTI- SLAVERY SOCIETY. 



and we make contributions in aid of the 
Poles, and yet hold greater numbers in more 
cruel and crushing bondage. We boast of 
our freedom of speech and of the press. 
And yet, in the District of Columbia, a free 
citizen, if he has a colored skin, is liable 
to a fine of $20 for taking the Emancipa- 
tor, And we lr e seen the legislature of 
a sovereign stale at the south, offering a re- 
ward of $5000 for the head of a citizen at 



n A a ot i i * c t> > 'lithe north, who undertook to awaken public 
Rev. Amos A. Phelps, late of Boston ! . ' . . - ~ f. _ 



moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That inasmuch as foreign slave trading 
has been justly decreed by civilized nations to be pi- 
racy, slave-holding is a sin of no less atrocity; and 
that, existing as it does in our country, it brings the 
Declaration of American Independence and our re- 
publican institutions into contempt, and gives just oc- 
casion to apprehend the judgments of a righteous God, 
if it be not speedily abolished. 

He proceeded to support this position by 
a very lucid train of logic, and closed with 



$5000 



attention to the enormities of this system. 

Mr. James A.Thome, of Kentucky, a del- 
egate from the Anti-Slavery Society of Lane 
Seminary, moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the principles of the American A. 
S. Society commend themselves to the consciences 
and interests of slave holders; and that recent de- 
j! velopnienls indicate the speedy triumph of our 
cause. 

Of the truth of the first proposition con- 
tained in this resolution, that our principles 
commend themselves to the consciences and 



ingit, [the jail of the D. C.] The debtors audi interest of slave-holders, 1 have the honor 
criminals are located in rooms above, and! to stand before you a living witness. I am 
below are 16 solitary cells, used and con- j from Kentucky. There I was born and 
stantly occupied for the confinement of !l whollv educated. The associations of youth 
slaves and persons taken up on suspicion of aml th * e attachments of growing years ; pre- 



being slaves, 
other, My 



On inquiring of one and an- J|j u dices, opinions 
what are vou here for? it 



and habits forming and 



3 



! fixing during mv whole life, conspire to 
was affecting to hear the reply, « For my j make me a Kent'uckian indeed. More than 
freedom, sir." Just down the hill in the,j this . \ breathed my first breath in the at. 
other direction, and like the jail within sight jj moS p} lerc of slavery— I was suckled at it 
of the Capitol, is the slave tavern of Wil- !| )rea s? and dandled on its knee. Black 
liam Robie, a depot for the American slave l Milc \ iy Wack was | )e f ore ine at every ste p 
trade. And seven miles distant, in Alex- the suro barfg0 of infainv. The* sympa- 
andria, and under the exclusive junsdiclion !| thios of nat nre, even in their spring tide, 
of Congress, is the larger establishment ofi| were drief j UJI . rG mpassion was deadened, 
Franklin & Armlield. One of the part- aM(1 lho !iearl was 8 , ee led bv repeated scenes 
ners told me he bad probably sold a thou- j Q f cme i| Vi un( ] 0 ft 
sand slaves already this year. And he told colored man's inferiority. 



taught 



\ 



c 



ons of the 



a gentleman, who told me, that he had made 
not less than $ 



What I shall say, is the result either of 



W 



t i * * * experience or of personal observation* 



$400 



and this goes to support the city govern- 
ment. 

Need I ask whether such tilings bring us 
and our declaration of independence into 
contempt ? Sir, look at. Europe. The 
Christians — the infidels 
tyranny — the friends of 1 



Abolition principles do take strong hold 
of the conscience and of interest too. Per- 
mit nie to say, sir, I was for several years 
rd member of the colonization society. I 
i contributed to its funds, and eulogized its 



measures; and now 



though 



I would not 



-the supporters o^ 1 ™™ m >' l )il,h t0 uU f k ,J ; is »»f tutiou, yet 
, 11 • 4 4l ^ duty bids mo state, solemnly and dehnerate- 

" c * * • \ ,r \\t~ l\\ that its direct in luence upon my mind 

linger of scorn at our inconsistency, We ? % . . a . 1 c . • , 



boast that our country is the home of the 
oppressed, and yet there is not a nation on 



was to lessen my conviction of the evil of 
slavery, and to deepen and sanctify my 



ri ., iU /i 11 * m i , ™r il preiudice against the colored race* 

earth that holds so many slaves. We cheer IM *=> 



th 



kish vok 



But, sir, far otherwise with abolition, 
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Within a few months' residence at Lane 
Seminary, and by means of a discussion 
unparalleled in the brotherly feeling and 
fairness which characterized it, and the re- 
sults which it brought out, the great princi- 
ples of duty stood forth, sin revived, and I ;j oppressed. But it will not avail. The 
died. And, sir, though I am at this moment; 
the heir to a slave inheritance, and 1 hough, 



of philanthropy," and who in the south have 
the control of the press, have studiously re- 
frained from instructing the public on this 
point. A nobJe expedieut this, to close the 



ar of the oppressor against the wail of the 



ings upon v/hcm slavery is by force entail- 
ed, yet I am bold to denounce the whole j 
system as an outrage, a complication ofj 
crimes and wronsrs and cruelties that make 



voice of their lamentations is waxing loud- 
er, and it will be heard. Sir, is it not un- 
forsooth, I am one of those unfortunate be- questionable that slavery is the parent of 

more suffering than has flowed from any 
one source since the date of its existence? 
Such sufferings too ! Sufferings inconceiv- 

anguish from mind 
degraded — hopelessness from violated chaS- 



to 



angels weep. This is the spirit which your 
principles inspire. Indeed, I know of no 
subject which takes such strong hold of the 
man, as does abolition. It seizes the con- 
science with an authoritative grasp— it runs 
across every path of the guilty, haunts him, 
goads him, and rings in his ear the cry of 



able and innumerable 



on 

\Sti f 



tJty — bitterness from character, repuiati 
and honor annihilated — unminiHed wretch- 
edn ess from the ties of nature, rudely bro- 
ken and destroyed, the acutest bodily tor- 
ture in every muscle and joint— groans, 
tears and blood — lying forever "in perils 
blood. It builds a wall up to heaven before among robbers, in perils in the city, in per- 
him and around him 



it goes with the 



eye 



of God> and searches his heart with a scru- 
tiny too strict to be eluded. It writes a 
" thou art the man" upon the forehead of 
every oppressor. 

It also commands the avenues to the hu- 
man heart, and rushes up through them all 



to take the citadel of feeling. All the syrn- 
pathies are its advocates, and every suscep- 
tibility to compassionate outraged humanity, 
stands pledged to do its work. 

Will you permit me to state some of the 
vantage grounds upon which we stand in 
the public discussion of this question? 

1. The duty of the slave-holder. The 
(duty of the slave-holder — what a weapon ! 
& host in itself! sure as the throne of God, 
,aud strong as the arm of God. It is untrue 
that this consideration loses its force in 
slave states. It is the power of God there 
and on this subject, as it is elsewhere and 
on every other. Facts tre daily occurring, 
which show that when every other motive 
fails, this is efficient. It is a libel upon the 
western character, to say that duty there 
must bow before expediency ; and this mis- 
erable policy will soon be visited with a just 
arebu-ke from the people it has slandered. 

2. Again — The sufferings of the slaves. 
It is well known that in Kentucky slavery 
wears its mildest features. Kentucky slave- 
holders are generally ignorant of the cruel- 
ties which are practised further south, and 
on this score are little aware of the bearings 
of the system. Those good matter-of-fact 
patriots, who cull such recitals "the poetry! 



ils in the wilderness, in perils among false 
brethren, in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fasting often, in cold and nakedness." 

What! are these our brethren? And 
have we fattened like jackalls, upon their 
living flesh ? Sir, when once the great pro- 
position, that negroes are hitman beings- 
a proposition now scouted by many with 

contempt is clearly demonstrated and 

drawn out on the southern sky, and when 
underneath it is written the bloody corolla- 



ry 



the sufferings of the negro race 



th 



e 



seared conscience will again sting, and the 
tony heart will melt. 



s 



But, brethren of the north, be not decei- 
ved. These sufferings still exist ; and des- 
pite the efforts of their cruel authors to hush 
them down, and confine them within the 
precincts of their own plantations, they will, 
ever and anon, struggle up and reach the 
ear of humanity. 



A general fact; 



though I would by no 



means intimate that Kentucky slave-holders 
are themselves free from cruelty — far from 
it! — yet t have found, in narrating particu- 
lar cases to them, as evident expressions of 
horror and indignation, as men ordinarily 
feel in other sections of our country, fcuch 
facts have their effect upon them. 

Licentiousness. I shall not speak of 
the far south, whose sons are fast melting 
away under the unblushing profligacy 
which prevails. I tilludeto the slave-hold- 
ing west. It is well known that the slave- 
lodgings 



O. 



I refer now to village slaves 



are 
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exposed to the entrance of strangers every jjents in this great system of licentiousness, 
hour of the night, and thai the sleeping J Pollution, pollution ! Young men of talents 
apartments of both sexes are common. 

It is also a fact, that there is no allowed 
intercourse between the families and ser- 
vants after the work of the day is over. 
The family, assembled for the evening, en- 
joy a conversation elevating and instructive. 



and respectability, Cithers, professors of re- 
ligion, ministers — all classes ! Overwhelm- 
ing* pollution ! I have facts — but 1 forbear 
to state them — facts which have fallen under 
my own observation, startling enough to 
arouse the moral indignation of the corn- 



But the poor slaves are thrust out. No ties mumty. 



of sacred home thrown around them — no 
moral instruction to compensate for the toils 
of the day — no intercourse as of man with 
man : and should one of the younger mem- 
bers of the family, led by euriovsity, steal out 
into the filthy kitchen, the child is speedily 
called back, thinking itself happy if it es- 
cape an angry rebuke. Why this? The 
dread of moral contamination. Most ex- 
cellent reason; but it reveals a horrid pic- 
ture. The slaves, thus cut off from all 
community of feeling with their masters, 



roam over tne village street 



s 



shocking the 



ear with their vulgar jestings and volup- 
tuous songs, or opening their kitchens to 
the reception of the neighboring blacks, 
they pass the evening in gambling, dancing, 
drinking, and the most obscene conversa- 
tion, kept up until the night is far spent, 
then crown the scene with indiscriminate 
debauchery. Where do these things oc- 
cur? In the kitchens of church members 
and elders ! 

But another general fact. After all the 
care of parents, to hide these things from 
their children, the young inquisitors pry 
them out, and they are apt scholars truly. 
It's a shortsighted parent who does not per- 
ceive that his domestics influence, very ma- 
terially, the early education of his children. 
Between the female slaves and the misses, 
there is an unrestrained communication. 
As they come in contactthrough the day, the 
courtesan feats of the over night are whis- 
pered into the ear of the unsuspecting girl, 
to poison her youthful mind. 

Brinsr together these three facts — 1st, 
that slave lodgings are exposed, and both 
sexes fare promsscuously-2cl, that the slaves 



I would not have you fail to understand 
that this is a general evil. Sir, what I now 
say, I say from deliberate conviction of its 
truth ; let it be felt in the north, and rolled 
back upon the south, that the slave states 
are Sodoms, and almost every village fami- 
ly is a brothel. (In this, I refer to the in- 
mates of the kitchens, and not to the whites.) 
And it is well ! God be blessed for the evils 
which this cursed sin entails. They only 
show that whatever is to be feared from the 
abolition of slavery, horrors, a hundred 
fold greater, cluster about its existence. 
Heap them up, all hideous as they are, and 
crowd them home; they will prove an ef- 
fectual medicine. Let me be understood 
here. This pollution is the offspring of 
slavery: it springs not from the character 
of the negro, but from the condition of the 
slave* 

I have time merely to allude to several 
other considerations. 

4. The fears of slave-holders. These 

afford strong evidence that conscience is at 

of 



most peaceful villages 



work. In the 

Kentucky, masters at this time sleep with 
muskets in their bedrooms, or a brace of 
pistols at their head 



5. Their acknowledgments. 



The 



very 



wrong ; 



are excluded from the social, moral and in- 
tellectual advantages of the family. and left 
to seek such enjoyments as a debased appe- 
tite suggests — and 3d, that the slaves have 
free interchange of thought with the young- 
er members of the family ; and ask your- 



admissions which they make, for the pur- 
pose of silencing their growing convictions 
of duty, may be successfully turned upon 
them. They almost unanimously say that 
slavery is a great evil — that it is abstractly 

yet there is no help for it — or their 
slaves are better off than they are — or, or, or. 

Now be they sincere or insincere, out of 
their own mouth we can condemn them. I 
met, the other day, in traveling a short dis- 
tance on the Ohio river, with a good illus- 
tration of the manner in which these ad- 
missions are made. It is also a pretty faith- 
ful exhibition of the uneasy, conscience- 
struck spirit which is beginning to pervade 
Kentucky. The individual was a citizen of 



selves what must be the results of their : that state, and a slave-holder in it. He 



combined operation. 
Yet these are on 



II 

I * 

1 ! 



free in conversation on the subject of slave- 
ry. He declared in the outset that slavery 
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was wrong — a most iniquitous system, and 
ought to be abolished. Quite a point gain- 
ed, thought I, and I proceeded very confi- 
dently to the application. But I soon found 
that my friend had deserted his position. 
"The old dispensation, sir, what d'ye think 
of that? Didn't Abraham hold slaves? and 
what does Paul say V 9 

You perceive he was a Christian, sir 
quite orthodox withal. 

Soon again he returned to his post, and 
asserted as roundly as before, the wicked- 1 

ness of slavery. u Wrong — totally wrong ! 
I would free all my slaves if — but — O tell 
me, sir, were not the Jews permitted to. hold 
slaves, because they were a favored people ; 
and are not we a favored people? Abra- 
ham, Paul, the old dispensation" — and thus 
he rung the changes, stung on the one hand 
by a guilty conscience, and met on the other 
by opposing selfishness. It may be said, 
this man was not intelligent. He was unu- 
sually so on evert/ other subject. 

6. Safety of emancipation. On this point, 
the slave-holder is more than ignorant — he 
is deplorably misinformed. Who ha ve 
been his counsellors, judge ye. It is re- 
markable what a unanimity of sentiment 
prevails on this subject. 

You would suppose that they had long 
been plied with stories of butchered parents, 
murdered children, and plundered houses. 
This might be discouraging if the short his- 
tory of emancipation did not furnish us with 
so manyconclusive facts. With these facts 



all inefficacious; that slave-holders have no 
conscience, no heart, no soul, no principle, 
nothing but selfishness, that they are boiste- 
rous and passionate when you speak of the 
rights of man, and you must beware — soft! 
delicate matter ! Sir, I repudiate these sen- 
timents. They are as groundless as they 
are insulting. Let them strike with all 
their force against certain wordy orators of 
the south, whose arguments are powder and 
ball, but they illy fit those worthy citizens 
whose voice constitutes public sentiment. 

The slave-holder, if rightly approached, 
exhibits all the courtesy for which the south 
is noted. I have conversed with many, and 
scarcely know an instance to the contrary. 
No indignation — no rage — no fierce indica- 
tions of hostility. I lately had opportunity 
to converse with several intelligent families 
in a small village of Kentucky. The state 
of feeling was truly gratifying. Many in- 
quiries were made concerning the principles 
of abolitionists. Some were anxious to 
know the plans of operation, others express- 
ed themselves in very unexpected terms, 
Said one, " I am decidedly opposed to the 
spirit of the Colonization Society." Said 
another, " I am determined to emancipate 
my slaves just so soon as circumstances, 
now without my control, will permit." 

8. Kentucky. I have already made fre- 
quent allusions to Kentucky. The spirit 
which is beginning to prevail there, though 
not a fair representative of the state of the 
public mind in other slave states, is to be 



you are quite familiar; and yet there is no J hailed, on other grounds, as constituting no 
objection more common, than the dangers J small item in our account. Colonization 
the dangers of emancipation. Travel in u which, like the Hindoo goddess, with smi 



slave-holding stales, and talk with masters, 



and you \vill find, in a great majority of ca- j 
ses, they will point to St. Domingo, and ex- 



ling face and winning air, 



grasps 



m 



her 

wide embrace, the zeal of the church and 
the benevolence of the world, and, pressing 
ultinglysay, "Behold the consequences ofSthem to her bosom, thrusts them through 



your measures 



with the hidden steel, colonization has in- 



7. Slave-holders are not so inaccessible as 1 ! deed done its mournful work in Kentucky. 



they are thought to be in the north. There 
is a strong degree of excitability in the cha- 
racter of our southern brethren, it is true ; 
but this is not all. There is reason too, 
and common sense, and conscience. 

I, for one, beg leave to enter my decided 
protest against those friendly representa- 



! 



Sir, perhaps I owe an apology to this 
house for such frequent allusions to the Co- 
lonization Society. This is my apology; I 
know its evils, and can lay my finger on 
them, one by one. I know the individua 
slaves who are now in bondage by its in- 
fluence alone. I know the masters whose 



tions of southern character, which have '\only plea for continuing in the. sin, is drawn 
been made to scare away abolitionists, and !j from its doctrines. I know, and therefore 
prolong a guilty repose. Unless I read jj have I spoken. Many of its triends I re- 
verence; they are worthy men. But the 
tendencies of the system I know to be per- 
nicious in the extreme. 



amiss, assertions are repeatedly made to 
this effect ; that argument, in the south, has 
no \yeight; that truth, facts, experience are I 
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But the State is rising above this influ- 
ence. Conscientious citizens are forming 
themselves into other associations. Many 
hold this language : u Slavery stands in op- 
position to the spirit of the age, to the pro- 
of human improvement — it cannot 
abide the light of the nineteenth century." 
The 

The spirit of inquiry is abroad, " Kentucky 
is rapidly awakening." She should now fill 
up the eye of abolitionists ; for if she were 
induced to take a stand with you, her exam- 
ple would be of incalculable worth. 

These are some of the results of a life 
thus far spent in the midst of slavery ; less 
than this I could not prevail upon myself to 



legislature has taken up the subject. 



say 



The design 



of these statements has 



been, to encourage you in your holy enter- 
prise, inasmuch as they show that your 
principles do take strong hold of the con- 
sciences and interest of slave-holders. 

Now, sir, the great object of my presence 
here, is to urge upon you an appeal for re- 
newed effort on the behalf of the slave. 
The question has been asked here, and re- 
peated in the south, u What has the north to 
do with slavery At present she has eve- 
ry thing to do with it — every thing. Will 
you please to beaj* in mind three considera- 
tions: 1st, We have no abolition paper in 
the west or south ! 2d, Your principles 
have been grossly misrepresented, and mis- 



! clamor for correction, immediate correction. 
It is of immense importance that the public 
mind should be disabused by a faithful pre- 
sentation of facts. 

Under all these disadvantages you are do- 
ing much. The very little leaven which you 
have been enabled to introduce, is now 
working with tremendous power. One in- 
stance has lately occurred within my ac- 
quaintance, of an heir to slave property — a 
young man of growing influence, who was 
first awakened by reading a single number 
of the Anti-Slavery Reporter, sent to him 
by some unknown hand. He is now a 
whole-hearted abolitionist. I have facts to 
show that cases of this kind are by no 
means rare. A family of slaves in Arkan- 
sas Territory, another in Tennessee, and 
a third, consisting of 88, in Virginia, were 
successively emancipated, through the influ- 
ence of one abolition periodical. 

Then do not hesitate as to duty. Do not 
pause to consider the propriety of interfer- 
ence. It is as unquestionably the province 
of the north to labor in this cause, as it is 
the duty of the church to convert the world. 
The call is urgent — it is imperative. We 
want light. The ungodly are saying, " the 
church will not enlighten us." The church 
is saying, "the ministry will not enlighten 
" The ministry is crying 



understood. 



3d, 



You have effected incre- 



dible things already. 

With regard to the first fact I only say, 
with shame, there is no editor in the Valley 
who is willing to hazard his living, by es- 
tablishing an abolition press. 

2d. I can give you but a faint idea of the 
notions which are entertained of abolition 
principles and men. Recklessness, false 
estimate of right, fanaticism, Quixotism, 
sublimated austere bigots, incessantly harp- 
ing upon abstract principles, incendiaries, of- 
ficious intermeddlers, arrant knaves who 
would break up all well ordered society, j 
set every slave at his master's throat, and 



us. 



take 
gross 
light. 



Peace 



care. 



We are altogether covered in 
darkness. We appeal to you for 
Send us facts — send us kind remon- 
strance and manly reasoning. We are pe- 
rishing for lack of truth. We have been 
lulled to sleep by the guilty apologist O 
tdl us, if it be true, that our bed is a volca- 
no. O roll off the Colonization incubus, 
which is crushing us down, and binding us 
hand and foot Show us that " prejudice is 
vincible," that slavery is unqualifiedly 
wrong, and strip us of every excuse. Come 
and tell us what shocking scenes are trans- 
piring in our own families, under the cover 
of night Go with us into our kitchens and 
lift the horrid veil — show us the contami- 
enjoy the massacre with infinite delight; Ration, as it issues thence, and wraps its 
outlawed renegades who, having themselves |j loathsome folds about our sons and daugh- 
no interest at stake, would bankrupt the! ters - 

Nay, tell us if indeed these miserable 
beings are themselves our sisters and bro- 



i 



honest planter, and most horrifying of all, 
introduce a general system 



! 



of amalgama- 



tion. 



Notions so monstrously perverted, 
have not been caught up at hap-hazard, but 
most faithfully instilled by the timorous 
cautionists of our day. But from what 
source soever they may have come, they 



thers, whom we have buried alive, with our 
own ha,nds, in corruption. Point us, with 
painful exactness, to the forehead, from 
j which God's image is well nigh effaced, to 
I the soul-less eye, to the beast-like features, 
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ufferinsrs 



of the 



the leaden countenance and the cowering 
air, and tell us, u That is the immortal mind 
in ruins." Repeat the ; 
slave, the stripes, the cruel separation, the 
forlornncss of the friendless slave, and flash 
nnon «e the truth, " thy brother, thy bro- 
ther!" 

Sir, we have sympathies yet alive within 
us, we have feeling. The great deep of our 



hearts, though it has long been calm, may 
be moved, and it will be broken up by such 
stirring facts. 

You hear the appeal of the south — can 
you resist it? You will not. The woik 
is yours — your heart is in it. Move on- 
ward, and soon the triumph will be yours. 

None but God can stay your course, and 
Cod is with you. 

K-n. Beriah Green, president of the 
Oneida Institute, presented the following 
resolution* 

Resolved, Th?A the claims of the colored people 
of the United Sta&£ upon our fraternal sympathy, 
ond effective aid, lire jnot only manifestly just, but 
peculifuiy impressive, imperative and powerful. 

Mr* Green said he felt himself thrown in* 
to an awkward oredicament, in attempting 

to arrest and retain the attention of the au- 
dre.ace, after the agonizing interest which 
had been excited. In his view, the promi- 
nent point in the resolution was in the word 
peculiar, as expressing the claims of the 
colored people on our commiseration. We 



he called upon, and legally compelled to 
imbrue our hand» in his blood, to shield the 
oppressor from the horrors of servile war. 

Our brother has told us that not an edi- 
tor in the Western Valley dares advocate 
the rights of the slave. What, sir, has this 
tyranny already laid its hand on the pal la- 
diurn of liberty, the free press ? Ail the 
world seems to be alarmed if but a word be 
said to illustrate the great elementary prin- 
ciples of society, in their bearing upon hu- 
man rights. I look into our Reviews and 
our Quarterlies, and see confusion worse 
confounded in their ideas. We have seen 
two brethren thrown into prison unlawful- 
ly, and a single state bid defiance to -the 
Union, and there was not to be found a pow- 
er that could bring them out—all because 
of slavery. A noble hearted brother of our 
own rose up and attempted to defend the 
oppressed, and lo, a price is set on his head. 
And do our editors, the guardians of liberty, 
magnanimously rebuke such arrogant pre- 
tensions ? No, sir, they are ready to give 
him up as a victim on the altar of slavery. 
Sir, if this spirit is allowed to proceed, on* 
checked by public sentiment, it will soon re- 
duce us all to servitude. 

Again — What is this prejudice, that fays 
its iron grasp on our brother ? Is that a 
harmless sentiment, that may touch the fi- 
bres of the heart without polluting it. The 
moral agent who yields -to this loathsome 
prejudice, welcomes a corrupt principle to 
are enjoined to keep still, for this matter! his soul, and how shall he escape its infiu- 
does not belong to us : or in plain words, i ence? I shall not attempt to be metaphy. 



they mean, it is none of our business. Sup- 
pose we listen to this exhortation, or rather, 
this temptation ; and stubbornly refuse to 
give attention to these claims and appeals 
of our suffering brethren, — would our own 
interests be safe in a single department ? 
What effect would our silence have upon 
our poor oppressed brethren ? Let no per- 
sor. imagine they are unacquainted with 
what takes place. Sir, there is not a pulse 
of sympathy for them in the north, which 
is not fe?t by the slave at the south. God 
will see to it that they are not left strangers 
to it. But suppose the slaves were to look 
around, and the soul-freezing report should 
come home that in all our borders there 
was not a friend who would sympa- 
thize with his bonds, or plead his rights, 
—would he not be driven to despera- 
tion, and violence because his situation 
could act be made worse ? And we should 



sical, but the very child knows that every 
wrong desire, and every sinful affection 
grows stronger by indulgence. If we could 
take up our colored brethren, because we 
despise their color, and throw them into 
paradise — into the very bosom of God, it 
would be our destruction ; for the sinful 
prejudice, indulged— not repented of, would 
fasten on some new object. Prejudice is 
not killed, when its victim is removed. 
There is no way for us to escape from guilt 
and corruption of heart, but by cordially 
and joyfully yielding to our colored breth- 
ren the sympathies of our common humanity. 

We are called together to hear about our 
being a benevolent people, awake to the 
strong ties of brotherhood with nations the 
most distant and the most degraded. And 
we shall be made to feel for China and 
Hindostan, and all that. And very likely 
we shall be told too, that our colored breth- 
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ren cannot, in this land, be made the Lord's 
freemen. Have you ever thought of the 
influence of this doctrine on Christian be- 
nevolence ? You say Christianity itself 
cannot elevate the blacks in this land. This! 
must be said, or what becomes of those 
PENS into which we thrust those of them 
who choose to visit our houses of worship, 
if the gospel cannot destroy the cords of 
caste in this country, why go to attempt it 
in Hindostan ? Perhaps some shrewd Brah- 
min may find out, that Christianity is not 
able to make an American believer receive 
his brother as his own mother's son. And 
he will say to your missionary, " Go home 
and break the cords of caste in your own 
CHURCHES, before you come here to 
make the Brahmin and the Soodra mingle 
together in the charities of life." 

I have heard many people say they want 
to do something for the heathen — they can 
give but little money — they are not fit- 
ted to go on a foreign mission. Why, Sir, 
to meet the case, and test the sincerity of 
such, God has taken up a nation of our poor 
heathen brethren, and brought them to our 
coasts, and scattered them among us. Here 
they are, scattered and degraded, at your 
doors. And what is the result? Why, we 
have formed a great national society, 
and employed eloquent agents to trav- 
erse the country, and make appeals to the 



length 



and 



public heart throughout the 
breadth of the land, to provide the means 
to take up these perishing heathen, and 
throw them back -upon a barbarous coast, 
and into the deep shades of a savage forest. 
If infidelity ever curls its lip in scorn at the 
claims of Christianity, it must be when we 
vaunt the power of the gospel to break the 
proudest heart, and subdue everything con- 
trary to the law of God, and then, in the 
same breath confess that our colored breth- 
ren cannot be raised in this country. 

But the resolution says, that the " pecu- 
liar" condition of our colored brethren, calls 
for our sympathy and efforts. Is not their 
claim peculiar ? Let any individual put 
himself in their condition for an hour. This 
is what the Bible requires. Let him have 
his family broken up, and his sons and his 
daughters wrested from his arms and car- 
ried into bondage, where he can never hope 
to set his eyes on them again, while the 
stricken parent must not give utterance to 
a single expression of his feelings ; must 
not shed a tear nor utter a groan, without 



the penalty of the lash. Is there not some- 
thing peculiar, when we think of our breth- 
ren in such a situation. So our Savior 
seemed to think, when he uttered the beau- 
tiful discourses in the 15th of Luke. The 
kind shepherd leaves his ninety and nine, 
while the one sheep that is lost absorbs his 
feelings and occupies his cares and labors 
until it is restored. The tender mother 
bends over the couch of one child that is 
sick and dying. She has other children, 
and she loves them, but she hardly thinks 
of them ; the peculiarity of the sick one 
absorbs her whole soul for the time. *Sir, 
this is nature. It is nature on earth, and 
nature in heaven — -in the bosom of man, 
and in the great heart of God. The con- 
dition of our colored brethren calls for 
the most decisive and vigorous exertions for 
their relief. Ask your own hearts what 
they felt when our beloved brother from 
Kentucky described the condition of the 
slave. Did not your souls echo back his 
feelings, and cry " Hurry, hurry, to relieve 
such fearful misery. It cannot be endured. " 
Sir, this is nature's voice, coming from the 
deep recesses of the soul ; nature, as God 
made man's nature. And shall our very 
nature crv, and we stifle the sound, or re- 
fuse to listen ? 

God said to the cold-hearted Cain, 
" Where is Abel thy brother ?" He pre- 
sents us the past generations of slaves, mul- 
titudes of whom have gone to the grave lite- 
rally weltering in their blood, and says to 
us, "Where are those colored brethren ?" 
The fraticide was impudent enough to reply, 
u Am I my brother's keeper?" Shame on 
the murderer ! But what do we say ? One 
man replies, " Consider my situation, I am 
president of a college, a professor in a theo. 
logical seminary, surrounded with great 
responsibilities, I pray thee, have me ex- 
cused." Another says, " I occupy the pul- 
pit of a large congregation, and depend on 
public sentiment for my comfortable sup- 
port, and there is a strong prejudice among 
my people. I don't keep public sentiment. 
I must wait till some bold innovator shall 
strike out a path and wear the cornet, and 
then you will hear my voice in behalf of our 

Another says, " I am 
an editor of a newspaper, and my subscrip- 
tion list — you know — !" I say, sir, take 
care, lest the curse of the fratieidg come up- 
on you. 

For, one, I cannot escape from the co- 



suffering brethren." 
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viction that our Savior has presented to us J loved shores, just in season to second this 
this very case of our colored brethren, in resolution. Ho saw in this meeting a proof 
the 25th of Matthew, and pointed them out J] that the American Eagle and the Dove of 
as his appropriate representatives. It seems || Peace are even now rising clear and casting 
to have been his design to refer to those who jj off the weight that our brother has so beau, 
were most distressed and degraded and/ies- j tlfully alluded to. He had been pained to 
pised, as the test by which our destiny shall Jj hear, just before he left England, that his 
be determined. And when we are called 
to give an account for not relieving these 
poor brethren, the plea of ignorance will be 
of little avail. " Inasmuch as ye did it not 
unto one of the least of these, ye did it not 
unto ME." He will not hear our plea, " I 
did not know that pooi, distressed and ab- 
ject slave was my Judge in disguise." 



Rev. Dr. Cox offered a resolution, that 
those ministers of the gospel, and editors of 
newspapers, who have exposed the sin of 
slavery, deserve the thanks of this society. 
He said if he did not hold-in his heart, he 
should go beyond the proper limit in w hat 
he wished to say ; but the lateness of the 
hour constrained him to confine himself. 
As to those who thought it strange that he 
should alter his views respecting the people 
of color, by going to Europe, he would only 
say, he wished they could themselves go to 
Europe, and see how the wise and good 
look with amazement upon our preposterous 
and wicked feelings towards the people of 
color. When convinced that he haxi been 
wrong, he considered it a privilege to get 

On this subject he had erred, he was 
convinced of it, he was sorry, and he was 
willing to say it before the world. He saw 
there was an analogy between this and the 
temperance cause. Both are practical, and 
in principle opposed to visionary theories 



right 



dear brother, who had just sat down, vras 
denounced in America as a slanderer of his 
country. William Lloyd Garrison never 
slandered his country. No man had ever 
done so much to wipe off from his country 
the stain which in Britain attaches to your 
country on account of domestic slavery. 

He was also grieved to hear that a report 
had been circulated here, that Wilberforce, 
the sainted Wilberforce, signed the celebra- 
ted document against colonization under 
the influence of sickness, and the debility of 
approaching death. It was false. He knew 
it was done while he was in the full posses- 
sion of his holy mind, and in the enjoyment 
of his usual health, before he was attacked 
with the brief sickness which removed him 
from the world. He knew, too, that so far 
from having retracted the protest, it formed 
one of the excellent recollections which 
cheered his spirit when goiug into the pres- 
ence of God, that he had left that testimony 
in favor of righteousness and humanity, 
against false political principles and oppres- 
sive prejudices. Mr. S. then alluded to the 
circumstances which made him not a stran- 
ger and a foreigner. The ashes of his pa- 
rents arc here, and his sisters live here, 
and he came here to be a friend and a bro- 
ther. 

The meeting was one of the deepest so- 
lemnity, and was pronounced by an experi- 
enced pastor who bore no part in the exer- 



cises, to be the most religious meeting that 



and dreamy extravagances. The evil at- 
tacked in both cases is defended by the cry 
of 4i Let us alone." He was prepared to 
maintain the ground that it was a duty in- 
stantly to recognize the colored man as the 
Lord Jesus Christ recognized him. The 
Rev. Dr. Ritchie, of Edinburgh, in giving 
his farewell in an ecclesiastical assembly, 
said, u I bless God for America, for her| AD J° URNE ?^ 
temperance and her revivals ; we need them 
here 

us, the principle of Universal Emancipa 



he ever attended in the anniversary week. 
The meeting was then adjourned to Thurs- 
day evening, at Dr. Lansing's church. 

THURSDAY EVENING. 



LANSING'S CHURCH. 



but there is one thing she needs from 



tion. And, said Dr. C. I have come to 
the conviction by calm inquiry, and some 
prayer, that this cause will go, and that it is 
the only cause which will go. 

Mr Charles Stuart- of England, said 
it was cause of gratitude iu his mind, that 
God had permitted him to land on these be- 



The American Anti-Slavery Society, by 
adjournment from the anniversary meeting 
of Tuesday, in Chatham-street Chapel, as- 
sembled again, on Thursday evening at half 
past 7, in the new church of the Rev. Dr. 
Lansing, in Houston-street. Arthur Tap- 
pan, Esq. the President, in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. O. Wetrhore. 
of Utica. 



r 
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Rev. S. S. Joe ely n of New Haven, of- 
fered a resolution, 

That the American church is stained with the blood 
"the souls of the poor innocents," and holds the 
eys of the great prison of oppression ; that while she 
Enslaves, she is herself enslaved ; and that she can 
ever go forth to miilenial triumph until she shall 
sh her hands from blood — open the prison door — 
nd let the oppressed go free. 




of field slaves, to cultivate large plantations 
Many ministers, even from the north, be- 
come large slave-holders. This is frequent- 
ly in consequence of their becoming con- 
nected in marriage with a wealthy heiress 
of a slave fortune. As the Canaanitish wo- 
men were snares to God's ancient people, 
and led them into the most abominable 



Moloch 



the idolatrous and 




rebellious Jews. Among the more than 
two million of slaves in this land, there were 
omputed to be more than 500,000 infants, 
elpless and dependent* These 



" poor 

innocents" at their birth, were offered to the 



Mr. Jocelyn proceeded to sustain these | pract i ces , and the most grievous departures 
positions. The poor innocent infants were f rom God ; even so in our own nation at 

this time, a most fruitful source of corrup- 
tion to the church was the unhallowed alli- 
ances of Christians with families whose hou- 
ses were founded in blood. And is not tho 
church thus stained with blood ? Is not the 
blood of the " poor innocents" found in her 
skirts ? 

2. The resolution charges the church 
with holding the keys of the great prison 
of oppression. Slavery, the world over, is 



Moloch of American 
entire existence was 



oppression 
sacrificed 



Their 
on this 



and 



altar. Not less than 



200 of these innocents were born daily. 
Yes ! this day 200 had been added to the 



f 



number. And not less than 300,000 of the 
slaves of this land were held by Evangeli- 
cal Christians ! They were held essentially 
in the same debasing and degrading bon- 
dage — subject to the same system of cruelty 
and oppression with the rest of their race : 
—-denied the means of education- — forbidden 
to read the bible — unprotected by the laws 
uncultured in their minds — unreformed 
in their morals. 



T* -~ 



cognizes not the law of purity. It knows 
no marriage for the slave* It annuls the 
seventh command of the decalogue. It is 
a common thing for a female slave, a mem- 
ber of a church, to change husbands, and 
yet remain in fellowship with the church ! 
This is done because females, as well as 
males are said from one plantation to ano- 
ther, as the interests of the masters require, 
and husbands and wives are separated, to 
see each other's faces no more. And there 
are not wanting Christians and ministers to 
justify this breach of the commands of God, 
on the part of the slaves, on account of the 
peculiar circumstances in which they are 
placed. Yet the laws and practices which 
create these circumstances, are permitted to 
go unreprovede 

Again, there are churches whose funds 
for the support of the ministry consist, not 
in glebe lands, or money at interest, but in 
slaves! the flesh and bones, and bodies and 
soub of men ! It is computed that at least 
300 Christian ministers hold slaves, not 
merely a few household domestics, but gangs \ 



that great prison. Its doo 
by violence. No. They are unlocked on- 
ly by moral power. But the moral power 
of the whole world is held by the church. 
The keys of the prison are in her hands. 
But she refuses to unlock the doors. How 
was it in England ? The church there held 
the keys, and so long as she refused to un- 
lock the doors, the slave remained in bond- 
But when, by the instrumentality of 
her Clarkson and her Wilberforce, she" un- 
locked the doors, (if indeed it be done,) then 
the mandate went forth, that the captives be 
made free. The American church now 
holds the same key, and refuses to unlock 
the doors of the prison. She does it at the 
south— by her general example. There 
might be individual exceptions, but in gene- 



age. 



ral terms 



members 



were oppressors. She does it, by decrying 
discussion — and by the influence of her re- 



ligious 



press 



Has the southern church 



of 



the slave 



ever petitioned for a repeal 
laws ? Has she even asked that the horrid 
system of abominations should be done 

away ? 

she blush? The Methodist church in its 



Has she been ashamed, or could 



Conferences, and the Presbyterian church 
in its General Assembly, had sanctioned 
slavery. The Methodist church by alter- 
ing her salutary discipline: — the Presbyte- 
rian church by blotting out, in 1818, the 
noble testimony against the oppression, 
which, until then, had stood recorded in its 



standards 
palian, and 



Among the Baptist, thd Ep 



favorable 



movement on the subj&t had been made. 
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The Friends, indeed, a long time since, had 
taken a correct stand, but they stood alone. 
And at the north, the church refuses to un- 
lock the prison — by apologizing for the 
sins of the south— by making exceptions 
and provisos where the law of God had 



made none 



■by fostering unholy hatred 



of remonstrance or of warning-. 



and prejudice — by denying the power of 
the gospel to eradicate the hatred she che- 
rishes — by her pulpits — by her presses— by 
her reviews — by upholding the prejudice 
that upholds slavery — by adducing scripture 
in its support — by caressing slave-holders — 
by denouncing emancipation — by branding 
even her members as cut throats, fire brands, 
and madmen, whenever they uttered a note 

Here is a 

moral power, but wielded as Satan would 
have it wielded. Her's were the keys : but 
the doors were closed, and the church re- 
fused to open them. Yes! In the church 
is lodged the moral power of the nation. 
But it is a moral power prostituted in pro- 
longing the system of outrage, pollution 
and death. 

3. But, sir, while enslaving, the church 
is herself enslaved. At the south she is 
enslaved by her fears — by conscious guilt— 
by her vexations — by her slave-stained lux- 
uries — by sensuality — by her poverty in pe- 
cuniary means. With a defiled conscience 
— inconstant in love and fickle in action — 
the practical enemy of man, soul and body. 
Oh, how is the southern church enslaved ! 
and notwithstanding her splendid papal de- 
lusion of an oral instruction that can super- 
sede the necessity of the written word of 
God, how groveling is 



her standard of 
Christian duty and enterprise. And the 
northern church, too, is enslaved — by her 




her 



prc- 



sycophancy — by her silence- 
judice. Poisoned, shut up, with the fetters 
on her feet, and a death chill in her veins, 
the whole church is enslaved. The whole 
head is sick and the whole heart is faint. 

And now, sir, how is this enslaved and 
languid church, defiled as she is with guilt, 
and steeped in the "blood of the poor inno- 
cents' 5 — with all this moral apathy and men- 
tal imbecility — aye — and with all this prac- 
tical infidelity, how is she to go forth to 
millenial triumph? How shall she 
knowledge, that withholds education ? How 
imitate papists, and destroy the beast 1 How 
withhold the Bible, and convert the hea- 
then? How throw down the bloody altars 
cjf human sacrifice, and yet sacrifice: sou 

slavery ? 



£71 ve 




Never, no, never can the church begin 
her millenial warfare, till cleansed of this 
pollution. Even her prayer shall become 
sin. " When ye make many prayers I will 
not hear." u Wash you — make you clean. 
Put away the evil of your doings. Cease 
to do evil. Learn to do well." 

Yes. The church must repent. At the 
north and at the south must she repent, and 
do works meet for repentance. Deliver the 
captive, Plead for the oppressed. Raise 
high the moral standard. Unfold the depths 
of this iniquity, and let them be seen and 
read of all men. 

Oh, sir, we may boast of our benevolent 
institutions and of our revivals in vain, in 
vain, till we are washed of this blood ! We 
are holding back the latter day glory. 0 
let us arise, and banish prejudice and op- 
pression. Brothers, sisters, fathers, listen. 
Time is short. The judgment will soon 
set. Alas ! if the "blood of the innocents" 
shall then be laid on our own souls ! Rath- 
er let us break off our iniquities by right- 
eousness, and our transgressions by show- 
ing mercy to the poor. Then shall the 
light of our Zion go forth like brightness: 
Every knee shall bow and every tonguecon- 
fess that Jesus is Lord, to the glor}' of God 
ihe Father. 



From the Emancipator. 

CHRONICLES OF KIDNAPPING IN 

NEW-YORK. 

This disgraceful business within a week 
or two has been pushed forward with new 

At this moment there are eleven 



vigor. 



persons confined in the city prison 
slaves. Five of thorn have been arrested 
wilhin a few days. They are thrust into 
cells about 7 feet by 3 1-2, with no light 
but that which straggles through a grating 
in the door. Their names are Wm. Miller, 
James Carter, William Carter, Wm. Scott, 
and Peter Martin. The arrest of the lat- 
ter was peculiarly cruel. He has resided 
in New-York about four vears, has a wife 
and one child. For the last year he has 
been in the employ of Forstall & Berthoud ? 
No. 57 Water street. The salesman, Mr. 
Bailey, commends Martin as a most faithful, 
trustworthy man, and as having no fault 
but that of being " too modest and unas; 
suming." 



as 



Martin wai 1 opening %he stor 
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t 

I when the kidnappers came upon him. One j provides that any magistrate shall be Com- 
petent to adjudge the claim set up to any 



of them told him 



he must go with them. 



He replied that he was engaged, and could 
not. Upon this he was violently seized 



and received a blow on the face. 



The 



ed himself to the considerable 
Westervelt, the deputy sheriff. 



laboring; 



horrible fact now came upon him, that he 
was taken as a slave. He happened to have 
in his hand a knife, which he was accus- 
tomed to use about the store, in mending 
cotton bags, &c„ and with this he defend* 

injury of 
But a suf - 

Hcient posse was in attendance, and a num- 
ber of butchers were brought to their as- 
sistance by the cry of "Thief! thief! he 
has stolen a thousand dollars." [That is, 
gentle reader, he had stolen himself!'] The 
whole rabble rushed in, bruised him, and 
trampled him under foot, till he was reduc- 
ed to a physical necessity of being pas- 
sive. In this wounded and forlorn condi- 
tion, he was thrown into such a cell as I 
have described. There he lies, while the 
priest" and the " Levite" pass by, far on 
the other side. But he had one friend who 
did not forsake him. His faithful wife in 

* 

an agony of feeling, has been 
night and day for his comfort and release. 
This man was a member of the Sabbath 
school attached to the Chatham street 
Chapel. Americans ! Do circumstances 
like these attend the recovery of any other 
kind of property ? 

These men have all filed their writs of 
homine replegiando, as allowed by the 
common law of England, fortified by the 
statute of this state, by means of which 
they will have the benefit of a trial by ju- 
ry, unless prevented by the machinations 
of their ruthless persecutors. This law, 
the birthright of every Englishman, which 
allows to every man when called into jeo- 
pardy of his liberty, a trial before twelve 
disinterested men, who 
condemnation, stands mightily in the way 
of the owners of human flesh! They have 
attacked it as unconstitutional! A prodig- 
ious effort is now making to bring the Su- 
preme Court to set it aside. An opinion 
of the Superior Court has already been ob- 
tained in favor of the slave-holders. The 
Hon . Court, however, did not venture 
practically to set aside the law, but recom- 
mended that the matter should be carried 
higher. They reason thus : The Constitu- 



must agree in his 



thinking ! 



fugitive* Therefore, the law which com- 
pels the claimant to abide by the decision 
o£ajury 9 contravenes the Constitution and 
the United States' law. Most profound 

But does the Constitution pro- 
vide that a man shall be given up who is 
NOT A FUGITIVE ? Does the law of 
Congress enjoin that the liberty of a man 
who has never been a slave shall turn upon 
the decision of an individual magistrate ? 
If so, then are the free citizens of New- 
York deprived of a eight which is the 
pride of the English Common Law — we 
are al! carried back, for the convenience of 
slave owners, to the usages of feudal des- 
potism. Citizens of New-York ! shall this 
humane law be overthrown ? 

A few weeks since a fugitive by the 
name of Robinson or Sweeny, was taken 
from on board a revenue cutter in our har- 
bor and cajoled away without a trial. 
When he arrived in Richmond, he was 
prevailed upon, (according to a letter just 
received from that place,) to inform against 
an aged free black by the name of Lewis, 
as accessary to his escape. Upon this 
Lev/is was brought before the mayor and 
sentenced to 300 lashes on the bare back! 
Robinson also disclosed the names and re- 
sidence of a large number of fugitives in 
this city, in consequence of which several 
persons immediately left Richmond to re- 
cover their property. They are without 
doubt here, and aided by the talents of 



Boudinot and his Honor the Recorder, 
there is too much reason to fear they will 
succeed. 

The most afflicting case is yet to be told. 
It occurred last Friday. Stephen Down- 
ing, otherwise called Levi Ames, had been 
in prison about 18 months ;— a fine young 
man, whom every body commends that 
knows him. He had been adjudged a 
slave by a jnry, but owing to a heavy bill 
cf expenses he was kept in prison — in the 
hope that humane people might buy him. 
By this delay the claimant lost his legal 

remove the slave. This opinion 
had been given by Judge Edwards, who 
only declined to release him on the ground 
that the case came more properly under 



right to 



tion requires that 



fugitives 



from service 



shall be given up. The United States' law 



the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 
The case was to have been brought before 
that court at |ts session in this city this 

week. The Hon. Richard Riker, Record' 
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er of the city, promised thai he would do 
nothing in the mean time without giving 
notice to Robert Sedgwick, Esq. Attorney 
for the prisoner. But, as was apprehend* 
ed, George Wilson, Esq. in behalf of the 
claimant, applied to the Supreme Court at 
Albany, who incautiously granted a man- 
date to the Recorder to give a certificate 
for removal. And the Recorder did grant 
such certificate, without giving notice to 
the other party, as he had solemnly prom- 
ised! And in consequence of this base 



was 



lost ! 



was 



the city- 



prison on Friday morning, and put on 
board a Richmond packet which sailed be- 
fore the fact was discove-id. 

On the 14th inst. I was requested to vis- 
it a schooner just arrived from Newbern, 
N. C. to see if any thing could be done for 
some children, who, it was said, were 
about to be carried to the New Orleans 
slave market. I found there an old French- 



man 



Mai 



who had in his possession four mulatto 
children, the oldest a girl of about fifteen, 
nd the others little boys. He said that 
the children were his own offspring — that 
they were free—that he was carrying them 



New 



■and that their 



mother had gone there three years ago. 
Was their mother his wife ? No, not ex- 
actly—they had never been married. Was 
she his slave 1 No, he had lived with her 
as a wife, and intended to, still. But why 
had he sent the mother of his children to 
New Orleans three years before he went 
himself? No answer, except that he did 
as he pleased with his own family. 

There is a credible person in this city, 
who witnessed the sale of the mother of 
these children at Newbern, and saw her 
bound and carried on board a vessel for 
New Orleans. There can be no doubt 
that the father intends to sell his children 
as slaves ; and that he took the route by 
this city to avoid the odium which even in 
Newbern must fall upon such a fiendish 
transaction. 

There is no law of the land that I know 

t a father from carrying his 
children to a slave market. Fearing that 
the law which is written on the hearts of 
men might interfere, this honorable slave 



breeder 



he sailed in 



I5U*. 



p HuntsviHe on the morning 



Tho children were too young and too 
ignorant to know what was before them. 
The oldest, however, evidently went reluc- 
tantly. I asked her whether she wished 



to go 



With a cowering glance towards 



the unnatural father, she murmured, " I 
suppose I shall have to go." 

Here, gentle readers, is a loop-hole into 
that "delicate subject" with which, * c as we 
value the Union," we are adjured not to 



meddle ! 

May 16, 1834. 



E. WRIGHT, Jr. 



PRESENT CONDITION OP LIBERIA. 

Two important documents are now before the 
public, which shed a strong light upon the condi- 
tion of Liberia, and will probably settle the question 
with many, that the colony can no longer be sup- 
ported by Christian, either as a desirable home for 
our colored fellow citizens, or for its missionary 
influence. The first is a letter from the Rev. J. B. 
Finney, the acting governor of the coJony. The 
second is the Examination of Thomas C. Brown, 
from Liberia, in the Chatham-st. Chapel. These 
documents disclose nothing novel, to those who 
have closety watched the progreFB of the colony, 
with their eyes open to both sides. 

As they have been published very extensively, 
we shall only call the attention of the readers of 
the Reporter to them, by a slight notice of some of 
their contents. 

Gov. Pinney " anticipated many difficulties, but 
has found them vastly exceed his imaginings." — 
Tho "military" companies had no sooner escort- 
ed him to the Agency House, than he discovered 
that it was in a falling condition, hardly tenanta* 
ble, the foundation having given way, " from tho 
united attack of the ant and the weather," — and 
this, notwithstanding he found an unpaid bill of 
#600 for repairs, for which he was obliged to draw 
on the bankrupt society at home. 

" You are doubtless aware," says the Governor, " that 
affairs were very much der&nged, and that very many 
things needed immediate attention ; but the reality, in ei- 
ther respect, you cannot know, for you have not seen. Al- 
most every public building needed repairs and expense. 
Unsettled bills for ICJ^ coffins, <T £^i nurses, rented 
stores and houses, mechanics, &c. in addition to floating 
acceptances and orders of my predecessor, to the amount 
of two or three thousand dollars, and the current expenses 
of the colonial officers and school teachers, after his depar- 
ture, came in upon me like a flood." 

" The provisions on hand," [in the public store,] " from 
which more than fifty infirm pereons and widows were 
drawing, consisted only of 4 barrels of beef, 300 kroos of 
rice, and some damaged meal." 

The government schooner from lying still was 
damaged and worm eaten, and had to be repaired 
at an expense of about $300. 

The. emigrants who accompanied the governor, 
were at first accommodated in the Hospital. He 
speaks of them as having passed through the sea- 
soning remarkably well. 

The flag staff had tumbled down, and the colo- 
nial flag was exhibited from tho limb of a tree. 
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" Tlte Eboes and Congoc-s," rc-capturod Africans, we 
suppose, " were in a state approaching to war." They 
had been placed on Sand claimed by individual colonists. 
The Governor could not reconcile it with his sense of du- 
ty " to leave them at the me»*cy of the colonists," and to 
settle the difficulty, gave them other land in exchange for 
that which they had occupied. 44 When informed of this 
plan, their joy scented to know no bounds ; and in their ef- 
forts to evidence it by firing a great gun, three were very 
severely burned." 

The govern jt has left no means unemployed to 
excite a spirit for agricultural improvement^ and 
with good reason, for ho says that "with the ex- 
ception of gardens for families, and twelve acres 
planted with coffee trees by Rev. C. M. Waring, 
ho might venture the assertion that not fifty acres 
are cultivated in the colony." He recommends as 
a matter of the first importance, as connected with 
the agriculture of the colony, the erection of a 
Poor House, in which to "employ the numerous 
old women* WIDOWS, &c M who are now eating 
from the agency store the bread of idlenessc" 
"They might bo employed," says he, "in picking 
oakum* carding and spinning cotton, weaving and 
making up their own apparel." How wonderful 
that our free colored people should not be attract, 
ed by the prospect of leaving their widows to pick 
oakum in the Poor House at Liberia ! 

Mr* Pinney assigns two causes for the neglect 
of agriculture. First, " The fascinations of trade." 
This he hopes will cure itself. The captains who, 
by their long credits, have pandered to this depra- 
ved appetite, are now reaping its bitter fruits. 
Consequently they will "stop credits, and" thinks 
Mr. P. " of course hundreds of strong men must 
return to the long deserted farms." We think 
they will return farther than that. 

Second. A cause whic 1 ^ shows up the "corn- 
forts" of Liberia to perfoctiofl. We must describe 
it in the governor's own graphic language. 

" But this [the propensity to trade] has not been the 
principal cause of agricultural neglect. 1 am convinced 
the evil has its source farther back, and is deeper seated 
in the system. A colonist arrives in Monrovia at any time 
during the year. He is entitled to support six months. If 
anxious to do well, he looks forward to the day when this 
aid is to cease, and is prompted to make efforts to provide 
against, it. If he gives way to these promptings, the result 
is generally severe illness, and greater and longer continu- 
ed weakness. If, as all experience proves is most prudent, 
he sits down to await and escape th\ fever, the six months 
are soon gone and he is cast upon his own resources. If 
in health, which is rot often the case, he starts under the 
most favorable circumstances; but what are they? A 
pennyless stranger, without house or food ! ! What is he 
to do under such circumstances ? If his land is ready at 
the moment, he cannot wait to plant a crop and have it 
roi*' , his own warns and his family's, if he have any, de- 
mand immediate relief. Sawing timber has heretofore been 
the dernier resort. The new emigrant hires or borrows a 
saw, and with a companion proceeds to the woods to earn 
his bread. A tree is selected in the swamp, and having 
no oxen to draw it out, they are under the necessity of pit- 
ting it on the spot. Here, alternately standing in the wa~ 
If r from knee to ivaist deep, and sawing four days, they are 
enabled, after carrying their wood to market, (which occu- 
pies the other two,) to purchase enough to support them- 
selves ; and possibly he may be enabled to secure a lot in 
two years by building a plain frame house. In the mean 
time his system has become, in most cases deeply injured 
or diseased, an aversion to farming contracted, and the 
man's usefulness to himself and the colony almost ruined." 

It seems that a large tract of country has been 
purchased of the natives vmv cmur ! And also, 



I 



noral and religious state of 



i 



rr 



I 



that a title to six acres back of Cape Mount, " is be- 
coming quite a subject of dispute." 14 1 have firm- 
ly asserted our right," says the missionary govern- 
or, 44 and the determination of the colony to en- 
force it if necessary ; and thus the matter rests 
for the present ! ! [What would be said if aboli* 
tionists should propose to 44 enforce" the 44 right" of 

the slave to his liberty ?] 

We have not attempted a jtopsis of governor 
Finney's letter, but the few extracts we have made 
will enable the reader to judge what must be the 
value of those pretensions, which are setup for the 
colony, a comfortable home for our colored bre- 
thren. Its claim to be a missionary establishment, 
or a " foot-hold for missionaries," may be still fur. 

ther illustrated. 

Gov. Pinney has sent out the colonial schooner 
without ardent spirits, 44 which is considered," he 
says, 44 indispensable to successful trade at any 
season." In his honesty, he will no doubt report 
her success in dut time. By the way, we liko 
Mr- Pinney, and are bold to say that if all his 
predecessors had been as frank, we should have 
had little need to attack the colonization scheme 
at the present time. 

In relation to the 
the colony, Mr. P. remarks : 

" There, is, as in all other communities, so here, a lar- 
ger portion of vice than the good would wi^h to see : yet 
I am persuaded that a large portion of the community is 
virtuous and inclined to favor a severe construction of the 
laws. There have been no revivals of religion among us 
for a long time, and at present there are no very encoura- 
ging appearances." 

It seems that the colony itself is missionary 
ground, and ground which is scarcely broken ; for, 
writes Mr. P., 

44 Let the Christian community know, that to extend 
knowledge and promote sound piety, a quire of paper ; .s, at 
the present moment, of more worth than a Bible. Bibles 
and tracts have been sent here and either used as waste 
paper, or made lood for won.is. Why ? Not b«caus« 
the people despise either, but because we have not a read- 
ing population. Until this is secured, their Bibles would 
be of more value in China." 

And after all this, does not the Christian com* 
munity of America understand, that to cure Afri- 
ca of her complicated and dreadful moral maladies, 
they have sent out, not a skillful physician, but a 
tyro, ignorant of the first rudiments of the healing 
art, and needing to be healed himself? Of what 
use to tho real missionary of the croas, in evange- 
lizing Africa, can be such a population ? Such a 
sample of American Christianity? We do not 
condemn the Colonization Society simply because 
there are vicious people or ignorant people in Li- 
beria- There are such at home. But then we do 
not send them to convert the heathen, or to help 
to convert the heathen. If the colony is claimed 
; a missionary establishment, it must be compared 
with other missionary establishments. It must 
hope to succeed on similar grounds. What would 
be said of the American Board, if it should send 
out such sort of people to convert the world ? 
Missionaries that have no one qualification for 
their work but the supposed on8 of a similarity of 
color to the natives on whom they are to operate. 
But the colony, it is said, may be made a good fooU 
hold for missionaries hereafter. And so the sa- 
cred funds of benevolence are to be employed, 



96 



WILBERFORoE — U. S. SLAVK MARKET— DONATIONS. 



not in preaching the gospel to every creature, but 
in making 41 footholds" for preachers hereafter.— 
The same pdlicy would teach us to send out a co- 
lony o£ irreligious peoplo to Canton, to trade with 
the Chinese, in the faopo that hereafter they might 
be converted to God, and furnish a good foothold 

for operating upon the immense mass of 14 Celes- 
tial" superstition! 

We think it would be cheaper and bettei* in eve. 
vy point of view, to bring back the colonists for 
whom Mr. P. pleads so eloquently, and educate 
them in our schools here at home. 




The readers of 54 Brown's Examination" will 
see that similar statements are made by him. The 
two accounts are mutually corroborative. Gov. 
Pinney's statements show a strong bias in favor of 
the Colonization Society, with an honesty which 
will not permit him to withhold unwelcome facts ; 
Mr. Brown's show the straight-forwardness of a 
man who means simply to tell what he knows* 



From the Liberator. 

VINDICATION OP WILLIAM WILEERFORCE. 

■ 

To Messrs. Garrison & Knapp: 

Gentlemen — Finding that reports have 
been widely circulated, on the subject of the 
" Protest," which are as hostile to 
truth, as they are derogatory to the cha- 
racter of William Wileerforce, I beg 
through your paper to expose the falsehood 
of these -eports, and to clear the character 
of that beloved and lamented friend of man. 

The repcrts to which I allude, are, that 
Wm. Wileerforce signedthe "Protest" 

respecting the American Colonization Soci- 
ety, under the feebleness of existing illness, 
of approaching death, and of undue influ- 



ence. 



utterly false. 
William Wi 

mind to the so 



that ~, < — w & 



emn 



inquiry, with all his 
characteristic intelligence and candor. In 
a state of health rather better than usual, 
and yielding to the force of truth, he deli- 
berately signed the Protest in question, in 
conjunction with jsome of the oldest and 
best friends of liberty. Of the sickness 



which soon 



after 



suddenly seized him, at 



THE UNITED STATES' SLAVE MARKET ! 

The following advertisements are forwarded by 
a correspondent of tho New York Evangelist. 

They are from the capital of a nation that 
declares the African slave trade piracy* and sup. 
ports armed vessels to crush it ! ! 

CASH FOR OWE HUNDRED AND FIFTY NEGROES. 

We will pay the highest prices in cash, for one 
hundred and fifty likely young negroes, of both 
sexes, families included. Persons wishing to sell, 
will do wall to give usf a call, as we are perma- 
nently settled in this market. All communica- 
tions will meet attention. We can at all times bo 
found at Mr. W. Robey's, on 7th street, south of 
the Centre Market House, Washington City, D. C. 

June 4— eodtf Joseph W. Neai, & Co. 

CASH FOR NEGROES. 

We will pay the highest cash price for any num. 
ber of likely young negroes, from 12 to 25 years 
of age. As we are at this time permanently set- 
tled in the market, we can at all times be found 
at Mr* Isaac Beers' Tavern, a few doors below 
Lloyd's Tavern, opposite to the Centre Market, in 
Washington, District of Columbia, or at Mr. Mc~ 
Candless's Tavern, corner of Bridge and High 
Street, Georgetown. Persons having servants to 
dispose of, will find it to their advantage to give 
us a call. Birch & Jones. 

June 10 — dw&swtf 

NOTICE. 

Was committed to the prison of Washington 
County, Dist. of Columbia, on the 19th day of May, 
1834, as a runaway, a negro man who calls him- 
self David Peck. Ho is 5 feet 8 inches high. — 
Had on, when committed, a check shirt, linen 
pantaloons, and straw hat. He 6ays he is free, 
and belongs to Baltimore. He is a bright mu 
latto, stout, and well made, and about 22 or 23 
years of age. The owner or owners of the 
above described negro man, are hereby request 
ed to come forward, prove him, and take him 
away, or he will be sold for his prison and other 



expenses, as the law directs 



James Williams, 



Keeper of the Prison of Washington County, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 



June 7~— 8t 



For Alex. Hunter, JVL D. C, 



that time he had no indications. It came 
upon him like a thunderbolt, and hurried 
him into eternity — into the immediate pre- 
sence of the God whom he had long loved, 
and whose work of love had long been his 



am 



best friends, that the recollection of having 
signed that Protest, and of thereby doing 
what he could to efface the influence of the 
error on that subject, into which he had 
been unwarily Jed, was one of the sweetest 



his depar 



C. 
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DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN ANTI- 
SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

Received since the annual meeting, cash of the following 
individuals : — C. P. Grosvenor, $1 ; Dr. Weeks, .50 ;'E. 
M. P. Wells, 1 ; H. Kingsbury, 1 ; R. "R. Hall, .50 ; Dr. 
Alice, 5 ; Alex. Fabcr, .25 ; O. Wetmore, 1; S. J. May, 2; 
A. Kingslcy, 1 ; Dr. Parrish, 2 ; R. Jenkins, I ; George 
Bourne, 1 ; E. P. Wetmore, 1 ; E. Lyman, 1 ; N. Blount 
1 ; Amos Freeman, 1 ; Martin Cross, 1 ; S. H. Cox, Jr. 
.25; Wm. A. Tappan, .25; L. H. Tappan, .25; P. A. 
Bell, 1; Wm. Adam., 1 ; T. S. Wright, 1 ; R. P. G. 
Wright, 1; John Dudley, 1; R. H. Scely, .50; Robt. 
Jackson,!; U. M. Gregory, 2; Rowland Bourne, 1; 
Thos.- Williams, 2; Lewis C. Gunn, .50; Wm. Smith, 
.25 ; E. A. Marsh, .25 ; John Jones, ,50 ; E. Ellsworth, 1 ; 
S. Howard, 1 ; P. Howard, 1 ; a friend in Westchester, 
10; Isaac Barton, 5; Thos. Shipley, 5 ; John Frost, 10; 
J. A. Lane, 1 ; L. Tappan, 38 ; Abraham L. Pennock, 50; 
Dr. J. A. Paine, .25; A. Ashton, (Philadelphia,) 4; D. 
Fanshaw, 5 ; Hudson Fern. Auxiliary, 5; Philadelphia 
Fern. AuXvlO; collections at the anniversaries, in cash, 
149 61 ; monthly concert, 2 08. 
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THE DOMESTIC SLAVE-TRADE. 

We have on hand a large number of facts in relation to the traffic in American citizens, proving beyond 
question that if it fall^behind the African slave-trade in any department of atrocity, it is not the fault of 
those who conduct the business. But an able report of a committee of the New England An.*- 
Slavery Convention, from the pen of D. L. Child, Esq., will save us the trouble of arranging the matter 
which we had intended, while it developes some facts which had not previously come to our knowledge. We 
ask those who are always making exceptions in favor of kind mastery to reflect whether any man can be 
kind, who knows, as every intelligent man at the south must know, these appalling facts, and yet holds 
slaves; — holds up the abominable tree which bears all this bitter fruit. Most earnestly do we in treat aii bur 
fellow-citizens to read and ponder these PACTS. 



From the Liberator. 



j the items in that price of principle, which 
REPORT ON THE SLAVE TRADE. !| the north paid for the Union I How corn- 

r 

The Committee on the Domestic Slave 
Trade of the United States, ask leave re- 
spectfully to submit the following* Report: 



pletely does this fact put the seal of hypoc- 
risy upon that boaat, which has been so of- 
ten made by masters in the slave states, and 
still oftener by their apologists in the free, 
The Federal Constitution, in the same j that Virginia did petition his majesty George 
clause which empowers Congress to regu- j the III. to prohibit the foreign traffic, which 
late commerce with foreign countries and 
the Indian tribes, also authorizes it to regu* 
late commerce among the several States. 
The three subjects, foreign commerce, com- 
merce with the Indian nations, and between 



his majesty in council refused to do. Even 
if this were done with earnestness, good 
faith, and right motives, which we deem 
very problematical, it was more than can- 
celled by the pertinacious and unprincipled 
the different States, stand on precisely the jj demand of that shocking stipulation for the 
same footing. It was so well understood ij continued existence of the traffic, when it 
at the time of framing the Constitution, that ' was about to expire without their aid, and 



would have expired but for their opposition. 



was conferred by the above-mentioned j When we view that stipulation in connec- 
clause, that it was thought necessary by j tion with the slave representation in Con- 
dealers in the flesh of foreigners, and by jj gress, and the power and influence which 
their patrons and instigators, the slave-hold- ! j it exerts upon every ramification and mea- 



ers here, to except from the operation of ;j sure 



of the government, 



and upon every 



important interest of society, our sorrow 
and indignation cannot fail to be at the 



that clause, the trade to Africa and other 
places abroad. " Twenty years'" continu- 
ance of unutterable woes and unpunishable jj highest, and to defy the power of language 
crimes, was stipulated and guaranteed by j adequately to give them utterance. Byihese 
us to the republican masters and traders of] provisions combined, the slave states acqui- 
slaves. And this plenary indulgence to the || red an ascendancy in the government, in 
south to sin during* that term, was one 



of n proportion as they committed crime; the 




fVhcn gratuitou 



ad and hand 




L 6 
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right to give law to a free country, in pro- 
portion as they violated the rights of free- 
dom ; and thus political power, the dearest 
object of earthly ambition, (including as it 
does the control of the purses and employ- j 
ments of the people, and the honors and 
emoluments of the government,) was given 
ps a bounty for murder, and every other 
crime destructive and brutalizing to the bo- 
dies and souls of men.* 

Rut the domestic trade, which is now car- 
ried on in these states, without an attempt 
to restrain it, does not differ essentially from 
the foreign. In its great and leading cha- 
racteristics, it is the same. It is commenc- 



sAn 



" The Winchester (Va.) Republican ha 
interesting narrative of a case of kidnapping, in 
which a woman was rescued, though the wretch 
who sold her to a trader in human flesh escaped. 
Dealing in slaves has become a large busi- 
ness. Establishments are made at several pla- 
ces in Maryland and Virginia^ at which they are 
sold like cattle. These places of deposit are 
strongly built, and well supplied with iron thumb, 
screws and gags, and ornamented with cowskins 
and other whips, — oftentimes bloody. But the 
laws of these states permit the traffic, and it is 
suffered. All good men obey tlxe laws /" 

Dr. Jesse Torrey, of Philadelphia, one of 
the earliest, and therefore most meritorious 
laborers in the anti-slavery field, has collect- 



ed and attended in its progress by the same ed a number of cases, from which your 
heart-breaking separations from kindred, committee select a few, recommending to all 

friends and home — the same terror, anguish, 
and despair ; it is conducted with the same 
violence* kidnapping, and in case of resist- 
ance or pursuit, murder and massacre, as 
in Africa ; and it is unquestionably accom- 
panied with more fraud than was ever per- 
petrated on the African coast. Your com- 
mittee feel it their duty, at the risk of being 
thought tedious, to illustrate by facts the 
tremendous guilt and misery of this busi- 
ness. 

Hezokiah Niles, Esq, editor and publish- i 
er of ,he Baltimore Weekly Register, isj 
situated in the focus of the domestic slave! 



trad 



e 



He has ever shown himself, though 



a feeling, yet a faithful apologist of slave- 
holders. His 



as it is 



against 



testimony, therefore, so far 
those persons, and their 



\ 



who hear this report, to read Dr. Torrey's 
book.f 

"A youth, having learned the subject on which 
I was occupied, and being prompt to communi- 
cate whatever he might meet with relative to it, 
informed me, on returning from school on the 
evening of the 18th of December, 1815, that a 
black woman destined for transportation to Geor- 
gia, with a coffle about to start, attempted to es- 
cape, by jumping out of the window of a garret 
of a three story brick tavern in P. street, about 
day break in the morning, and that in the fall, 
she had her back and both arms broken. I re- 
marked that I did not wonder; and inquired 
whether it had not killed her ? To which he 

* 

replied, that he understood she was dead, and 
that the Georgia-men had gone off with the 
others. The relation of this shocking disaster 
excited considerable agitation in my mind, and 
fully confirmed the sentiments which I had al- 
ready adopted and recorded, of the multiplied 
horrors added to slavery, when its victims are 



agents and protegees, (for slave traders are 
nothing more,) is peculiarly valuable. It 

is the confession of the adversary. To ! bou £ ht an L d sold > fluently for distant destma. 
that testimony your committee invite your {jons, with as much indifference as four-footed 

J J J beasts. Supposing this to be a recent occur- 



attention. 
In the Register 



for 1829, vol. 35, p. 4, 
we find the following' statement, under the 
head of " Kidnapping" 



rence, and being desirous of seeing the mangled 
slave before she was buried, I proceeded with 
haste early on the following morning in search 
of the house. Calling at one near where the 
catastrophe occurred. I was informed that it had 

*Ir. a very late work, entitled "Transatlantic i| been three weeks eince }t took p l ac e, and that 
Sketches, comprising visits to tne most investing 1 1 
scenes in Norfli and South America and the West 



the woman was still living. I found the house, 



Indies, with noted on negro slavery and Canadian, and having obtained permission of the landlord 
Enrrration, by Capt. J. E Alexander, of the British} 



Army, London, 1833," we find the followingpassage: 
"The most remarkable circumstance connected! 
with slavery in America is the following. A planter 1 
in Louisiana, of forty years standing, assured me that 
there are a set of miscreants in the city of New Or- 
leans 9 who are connected with the slave traders of 
Cuba, and who at certain periods proceed up the Mis- 
sissippi as far as the Pourche mouth, which they de- 
scend in large row boats, and meet off the coast slave 
ships. These they relieve of their cargoes, and re-j 
turning to the mam stream of the Mississippi, theyj 
drop down it in covered fi^t bottomed boats or arks, ! 
ana dispose of the negroes to those who want them." 
Vol. 2, p. 26. 



to see her, I. was conducted by a lad to her room. 
On entering the room, I observed her lying upon 
a bed on the floor* and covered with a white 
woollen blanket, on which were several spots of 
blood, which I perceived was red, notwithstand- 
ing the opacity of her skin. Her countenance, 
though very pale from the shock she had recei- 
ved, appeared complacent and sympathetic. 
Both arms were broken between the elbows and 
wrists, and had undoubtedly been well set and 

t "Portraiture of Domestic Slavery in the United 
States— Philadelphia, published by the Author, 1817. 
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dressed, but from her restlesness, «he had dis- Ij ing- case, as among the disclosures made in 



placed the bones so that they were perceptibly 
crooked. I have since been informed by the 
mayor of the city, who is a physiciaa, and re- 
Bides not far distant from the place, that he was 
called to visit her immediately after her fall; 
and found, besides her arms being broken, that 
the lower part of her spine was badly shattered, 
so that it was very doubtful whether she would 
ever be capable of walking again, if she should 
survive. The lady of the mayor said she was 
awakened from sleep by the fall of the woman, 
and heard her heavy struggling groans. I in- 
quired of her, whether she was asleep when she 
sprang from the window ? She replied, "No: 
no more than I am now." I asked her what was 
the cause of her doing such a frantic act. She 



answered, 



husband 



husband 



to go; I was so confused and 'istr acted, that 1 
didn't know hardly what I was about — but I didn't 
want to go, and I jumped out of the window 3 
but I am sorry now I did it — They have carried 

with them to Carolina J 
I was informed that the slave trader who had 
purchased her near Bladensburgh, gave her to 
the landlord as a compensation for taking care 
of her. Thus her family was dispersed from 
north to south, and herself nearly torn in pieces, 
without a shadow of hope of ever seeing or 
hearing from her children again. *He that can 
behold this poor woman, (as a respectable citizen 
of Washington afterwards remarked,) and lis- 
ten to her unvarnished story without a humid 
eye, possesses a stouter heart than I do.' "* 

4 *I have been informed by several persons in 
the District of Columbia, that a woman who 
had been sold in Georgetown, cut her own throat 
ineffectually, while on her way in a hack to the 
same depository ; and that on the road to Alex- 
andria? she completed her purpose by cutting it 

again mortally. 9 ' 

"A statement was published in the Baltimore 
Telegraph a few months ago, that a female slave 
who had been sold in Maryland, with her child, 
on her way from Bladensburgh to Washington, 
heroically cut the throats of both her child and 
herself, with mortal effect. This narrative has 
been since confirmed by a relative of the person 
who sold them." 

Mr. Henry R. Stanton, in a recent letter 
to the editor of the New York Emancipa- 
tor, dated April 23, 1834, states the follow- 

, _ ._ _ _ _^ ^^^-i ■ ■ fc i 

* After this part of this report was read to the Con- 
vention, the Rev. Amos A. Phelps, agent of the Ame- 
rican Anti-Slavery Society, rose ana said that he had 
just had the privilege of seeing thia woman who still 
survives; that one of her arms and hands was per- 
ceptibly crooked, as Dr. Torrey described it at the 
time; that she had become the mother of three chil- 
dren by her husband, who was not sold; that her 
master, who gave her away aa abovfe allured by the. 
children had recently laid claim to them and their 
mother ! 



the late remarkable discussion at Lane Se« 
minary in Ohio. 

" I will now relate briefly a few facts of a differ- 
ent character, showing the unspeakable cruelty 
of this traffic in its operations upon slaves left 
behind- The following was related during our 
debate by Andrew Benton, a member of the the- 
ological department, who was an agent of the 
S. S. Union for two or three years in Missouri. 
A master in St. Louis sold a slave at auction, to 
a driver who was collecting men for the nouth- 
ern market. The negro was very intelligent, 
and, on account of his ingenuity in working 
iron, was sold for an uncommonly high price- 
about 7 or 800 dollars. He had a wife whom he 
tenderly loved — and from whom he was determi- 
ned not to part. During the progress of the 
sale, he saw that a certain man war? determined 
to purchase him. He went up to him and said, 
i If you buy me, you must buy my wife too, for I 
can't go without her. If you will only buy my 
wife, J will go with you willingly, but if you don't, 
I shall never be of any use to you.' He contin- 
ued to repeat the 6a me expression for some time. 
The maa turned upon him, and with a sneer and 



a blow, said, 



you are a slave V 
retired. The sale went on. 



Begone, villain ! don't you know 

He 



The negro felt it keenly. 

He 



was 



finally 



struck off to this man. The slave again accost- 
ed his new master, and besought him with great 
earnestness and feeling to buy his wife, saying, 
that if he would only do that, "he would work for 
him bard and faithfully — would be a good slave-- 
and added with much emphasis, * If you don't, I 
never shall be worth any thing to you.* He was 
now repelled more harshly than before. The 
negro retired a little distance from his master, 
took out his knife, cut his throat from ear to ear $ 
and fell, weltering in his blood ! Can slaves 
feel V 9 

A member of this convention, 1 * to whom 
we were indebted on yesterday for so much 
interesting information, touching the disre- 
putable exclusion of colored persons from 
republican seminaries of learning, has re- 
lated to your committee the following case. 
It occurred in Maryland, his native state, 
while he was vet a resident there. 

A woman, a cook belonging to a gentle- 
man on the eastern shore, was sold by him 
to Georgia. The first time he entered his 
kitchen after the tidings were received by 



her, she stabbed him with a carving knif 

quite 



thiough the bre 



UliU. 11 



instantaneously. Then, with the same in- 
strument, she slashed her arm in the part 
opposite to the elbow, severing the flesh, 
cords and arteries, and fell and expired on 
her master's corpse. & * 



* Rev. William Monro, of Portland. 
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One of your committee* was informed j large drove of slaves on their way to Georgia, 
by a Methodist clergyman in Georgetown, j Before leaving Halifax, I heard that the drivers 
in the District of Columbia, of the case ofjl ! md purchased a number of slaves in that vicin- 

a husband, who, upon his wife being sold "J* and *f ne * vvlt ? f hera that morning, and 

: . ! i ^ 4 v • i that we should probably overtake them in an 

and carried to the south, pined away, and m j hour or two Before ^ up with the gang 



a few weeks died of a broken heart. 

The case of another husband in Washing- 
ton, in the same District of Columbia, was 
narrated to the same gentleman, by a mem- 
ber of a church in that city. Upon the 
sale and departure of his wife, he became, 
from being an industrious and sober man, a 



crazy 



and 



drunkard, 
remains so. 

Your committee recur with a painful sa- 
tisfaction to the* testimony of Mr. Stanton's 
letter. He says: 

H The slaves at the north have a kind of in- 
etinctive dread of being sold into southern sla- 
very. They know the toil is extreme, the cli- 
mate sickly, and the hope of redemption despe- 
rate. But what is more dreadful, they fear that 
if they are sold, they will have to leave a wife, 
a sister, or children whom they love. I hope no 
one will smile unbelievingly when I say, that 
slaves can love. There is no class of the com- 
munity whose social affections are stronger. 
The above facts illustrate this truth. Mr. Ben- 



i 



we saw at a distance a colored female, whose 
appearance and actions attracted my notice. 1 
said to the stage-driver, (who was a colored 
man,) 4 What is the matter of that woman, is 
she crazy V 4 No massa,' said he, 4 1 know her, 

it is . Her master sold her two children 

this morning to the soul-drivers, and she has 
been following along after them, and I suppose 
they have driven her back. Don't you think it 
would make you act like you was crazy, if they 
should take your children away, and you never 
see 'em any more?' By this time we had come 
up with the woman. She seemed quite young. 
As soon as she recognized the driver, she cried 
out, 4 They've gone ! they've gone ! The soul- 
drivers have got them. Master would sell them. 
I told him I could'nt live without my children. 
I tried to make him sell me too ; but he beat me 
and drove me of£ and I got away and followed 
after them, and the drivers whipped me back : 
and I never shall see my children again. Oh ! 
what shall I do !' The poor creature shrieked 
and tossed her arms about with maniac wild- 
ness — and beat her bosom, and literally cast dust 



ton, of whom I spoke above, tells me, that while ^f 16 ^ " she ™ V f JT"*? ^ Vilkg f 
' r _ _ . At the last glimpse J had of her, she was nearly 

a quarter of a mile from us, still throwing hand- 
falls of sand around her, with the same phren- 
zied air.' Here we have an exhibition of a mo- 
ther's feelings on parting with her children. " 

On the subject of the dreadful apprehen- 
sions under which slaves, and even free ne- 
groes in free states labor, in consequence 
of this odious trade, Dr. Torrey relates a 
remarkable instance. An African youth, 
in the city of Philadelphia, lately cut his 
throat, almost mortally, merely from the 
apprehension, as he said, of being sold. — 
This information was obtained from seve- 
ral respectable citizens of Philadelphia, 
who had personal knowledge of the fact. 



prosecuting his agency in Missouri, he was ap- j 
plied to in more than a hundred instances by 
slaves, who were about to be sold to southern 
drivers, beseeching him in the most earnest man- j 
ncr to buy them, so that they might not be dri- 
ven away from their wives, their children, their 
brothers and their sisters. Knowing that his 
feelings were abhorrent to slavery, they address- 
ed him without reserve, and with an entreaty 
bordering on frenzy, Mr. B. related the fol- 
lowing. He was an eye-witness. A large num- 
ber of slaves were sitting near a steam-boat in 
St, Louie, which was to carry them down to 
New Oilcans. Several of their relatives and 



acquaintances came down to the river to take 
leave of them. Their demonstrations of sor- 
row were simple but natural. They wept and 
embraced each other again and again. Two or 



would jj Mr. Garrison relates, on the authority of 



three times they left their companions- 
proceed a little distance from the boat, and then 

return to them, when the same scene would boil little boys, which is not surpassed 



a clergyman of Kentucky, the case of two 




, , j the 

repeated. This was kept up for more than an;i most affecting incident recorded in the an- 
nals o! the African trade. The boys were 
tenderly attached io each other, and con- 



hour. Finally, when the boat left, they return- 
ed home, weeping and wringing their hands, 1 ! 
and making every exhibition of the most noig- 



grief 



Take the following facts as ilius- ; : slant companions from their infancy. Their 
trative of the deep feeling of slave mothers for jj owner .sold one of them, and not without 
their children. It is furnished me by « fellow ii some anticipation of the consequences up- 
student who has resided much in nlave states. 1 ; on the other, and therefore he used decep- 
I «ve it in his own words. ' Some years since :| t ; on to prevent and quiet his sorrow. When 
when traveling from Halifax in North Carolina, jj the traded ]ad was rem0 ved, the other was 



Warrent 



told that it was but for a little while, and 



*Rev. Jehu Frost, of Whitesburo', K. 



i 



Jtiat he wuuld soon see him again. The 



'4 



9 ft O 
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He was again assured 



of his playmate. 

that he would come back. This pacified 
him only to increase his alarm, when he 
found 



himself aq-am 



balked. 



Ao-ain 



he 



boy became uneasy at the unwonted absence |j an accomplice, he was adjudged K^foyc^ 

1 1 and was carried south, in spite of the zeal- 
ous exertions of our friend, Icis i|h& 
ion of the same gentleman that«by a fcohspi- 
'racy of one or two needy and profligate 
I men with a domestic slave trader, any free 
colored man in any state, may be, and a 
very considerable number annually are kid- 
napped according lo law! The liberty of 
colored free men has not been sufficiently 



was soothed by falsehood in some new form, 
and with more solemn protestations, and 
this cruel mockery of the most beautiful 
and sacred affection, was repeated with less 
and less effect, until the lad lost all confi- 



feelings of that person 



himself up to despair. lie drooped a few 
weeks, pined away and expired. His heart 
was crushed. 

Your committee have entered into these 
authentic details, notwithstandingtheir pain- 
ful nature, with the hope of convincing 
some of those persons, who are in the ha- 
bit of replying to all instances when pre- 
sented singly, that they are of doubtful au- 
thority, or that they are too rare to be rea- 
soned upon. The 
are not to be envied, nor his principles ad- 
mired, who cannot be affected even by a so- 
litary instance of excessive and deliberate 
barbarity, especially when he knows that 
the same tyrant who has committed one, 
may commit an hundred with equal profit 
and impunity; and that half a million of 
owners are at liberty, and very likely to do 
the same. 

One of the objections to the domestic 
slave trade, most grievous in its nature, 
though not the most extensive in its effects, 
is the great temptation and facility which it 
affords for kidnapping freemen, both in the 
slave and free states. Some examples will 
prove and illustrate this proposition. 

A member of this convention,* who for- 
merly resided in the District of Columbia, 
has communicated to your committee a case, 
which was within his own knowledge, he 

to prevent the unrisrht- 



dencein his perfidious comforters, and gave guarded by the laws of the United States, 



nor of any of the separate states ; for in 
jnone, even of the free states, on the question 
( of liberty or slavery, is the supposed slave 
: allowed a trial by jury, any more than he 
is on the question of life and death in the 
slave states. New York has lately provi- 
ded for such trial where a man is claimed 
as a slave, but it seems to be considered ve- 
ry doubtful if the judicial tribunals of that 
state will sustain the enactment. If they 
should not, it will be high time that Con- 
gress should revise the act for restoring men 
to slavery, who have escaped from it, so that 
it may not be used as an instrument for en- 
slaving those who are by birth or manumis- 
sion free. Suppose such a statute as the 
one above mentioned had been applied to the 
! pilgrims, who fled from ecclesiastical tyran- 
\ ny, or to their descendants ; for no length of 
time, no number of generations, can by the 
slave code render the posterity of slaves 
free ! Or, suppose the British Parliament 
should pass an act to reduce these states to 



colonial dependence once more. We should 
fight, immediately, and justly. And what 
does this show? It shows that the reclaim- 
ing of fugitive and self-emancipated slaves, 
is an affair of mere power, and not of right ; 
and is submitted to on the same principle 
that we surrender our purse to a highway- 
man, who points a pistol at our breast. 
The following is from the testimony of 
eous result. A drunkard and spendthrift, \ the Rev. George Bourne, in a recent publi- 
named Laskey, having dissipated his mo- ! 
ney, took this method to replenish li is pock- ; details. 

ets. He procured a newspaper, (no diffi- \ « Nothing is more common than for two of 
cult task,) containing an ad vertisement of a these white partners in iniquity, Satan-like, to 
runaway slave, and presented himself be- ; start upon the prow], and if they find a freeman 



having interfered 



cation,* abounding with useful and afflicting 



fo 



re a judge of the United States Court in 



on the road, to demand his certificate, tear it in 



the District, and made oath that a certain ' P ieccs or secrete it, tie him to one of their hor- 
free colored man, residing there, was t he':? cs ' h f^ 

y i • j i i a! i fc * *. itu izen along as fast as their horses can travel.—-' 

slave intended by the ad vertisenren . 1 he ; Thcre? b * an under(3tandi vvith the jailei . who 
accused was brought before the judge, and SIIARES in the spoil, ail possibility of intercourse 
upon the testimony of this miscreant, and w ith his friends is cut off. At the earliest pos-. 



* Mr. Abner Forbes, teacher of the Boston Giam- ', * " 3ourne : s Picture of Slavery in the United States. 

and Writing School for colored youth. ! p. 121, Midciletown, Con. E. Hunt, 1834." 
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period, 'the captive is sold to pay the felo- 
nious claims <>f the law, bought through juggle- 
it^ by. 1 ti>is trio of man-stealers ; and then trans- 
feqreditotoonie of their accomplices in iniquity, 
who fill every part of the southern states with 
fraud, rapine and blood." 

Mr. Bourne mentions several other cases, 
where the most subtle frauds, and the most 
revolting cruelties, are by turns displayed. 
The committee recommend the whole book 
to the attention of anti-slavery friends. The 
author probes with a firm hand, this fever- 
sore of the body politic, 

Mr. Munro and Mr. Forbes, whose testi- 
mony has before been referred to, concur 
in declaring that the practice of whites to 
search any colored persons, bond or free, 
male or female, whom they meet in the 
slave states, is universal ; and indeed any 
one who reflects upon the laws of those 
states, must be aware that this right of search 
would necessarily result from them. This 
is very important in its bearing" on the kid- 
napping branch of the domestic trade. For 
generally speaking, a free colored man de- 
prived of his free papers, can entertain very 
little hope of vindicating his freedom. 



times, every man was presumed to be free, 
until the contrary were proved. Here he 
is presumed to be a slave, unless he proves 

himself to be free ! 

Your committee would now recur to the 
work of Dr. Torrey. The evidence which 
that gentleman has recorded is the more va- 
luables it has been before the whole coun- 
try for sixteen years, and no contradiction, 
or even qualification of his statements has 
been attempted. This is the best proof that 4 
they will admit of none. He says: 

" The others whorr I found in the same garret, 
(meaning where the poor <voman with broken 
limbs was lying,) and at the same time, were a 
young black widow woman, with an infant at 
the breast, both of whom were born free. Her 
husband had died a few days previous to her sei- 
zure, and she was in a state of pregnancy at 
the time. She stated that the man in whose 
house she resided, together with his brother, 
and three other persons, (two of whom she said 
then stood indicted for having seized and carried 
her off at a former time,) came into the room (a 
kitchen) where she was in bed, seized and drag- 
ged her out, fastened a -noose round her neck to 
prevent her from screaming, and attempted to 
blindfold her, which she resisted with such vio 



diffic 



Your committee are fully satisfied that lence that she prevented them from succeeding, 
where the liberty of a slave is in question, |She said, while one of them was endeavoring to 

■ - ' tlx the bandage over her eyes, that she seized 

his cheek with her teeth, and tore a peice of it 
entirely off. She said one of them struck her 
head several times with a 6tick of wood, from 
the wounds of which she was almost entirely 



mony of whites to facts in favor of the slave, 
however clear or notorious they may be.— ■ 
Mr. Forbes says, that he has known white 

witnesses, whose love of truth, justice and covered with blood. She showed me a large 
humanity, impelled them to come forward, scar upon her forehead, occasioned by one of the 

blows, which a gentleman, who saw her the day 
previous to the seizure, has since informed me 
was not there before. She said, while she was 
struggling against them, and screaming, the man 
in whose house she lived bawled out, 4 Choak 
the ; don't let her halloo ; she'll scare 



em 



persecution, to 
give their evidence amidst the hisses of the 
whole court-house. When it is considered 
that the sheriffs and constables or other per- 
sons serving subpoenas for witnesses, must ^ ^ 

ail be white — that they must be paid — that j: 1n y w jf e i» Having conquered her by superior 
the negro has very little to pay with, and \ force, she said they placed her with the child *n 
can never, on the score of expense, compete j the chaise, and refusing to dress herself, three 
Avith his master— that even if he should be of them, leaving the two who belonged to the 
able to bring his witnesses into court, he can i! house, carried her off in the condition that she 
11 r «.i i _ r i_i ! was draffirea from the bed, to a certain tavern 

seldom, from these causes, ha ,e legal cqun^| in aud fiold the ' m both tQ the paan . 

dealer, who brought them to the city of Wash- 

She 



sel — and that at last he is to be judged by 
a slave holder — it must be seen and ac- 



knowledged, that 



ington. She stated that one of her captors 
free colored man, ' drove the carriage and held the rope which was 

is a i; fixed to her neck, and that one rode each 



& — . any . 

without his certificate in his pocket, 

$ l av€ — not of one man, but of every man ;i side, on horseback ; that while one of them was 
he meets! Such are some of the conse- !' negotiating a bargain with her purchaser, he 

.^sfjf,^;^-. o r^f nnv.Unr,t asked her who her master was, and replying 
quences of substituting n bu of paichmcut ^ ^ ^ ^ hpr Rfillfirhfl ^ onfill to 

for that great law of God, that all men are 
free, that universal law, which the Roman 
code in its worst state fully acknowledged, 

r 



that she had none, her seller beckoned to him to 
go into another room, where the business was 
adjusted without troubling her with any further 
! inquiries. She stated that her purchaser con- 
j leased, while on the way to Annapolis, that he 
so that there in the worst of ji believed she might have had some claim to free- 



and applied to the condition of slavery in 
that empire 
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dom* and intimated that he would have taken 
her back, if the man of whom he bought her had 
not run away ; but requested her, notwithstand- 
ing, to say nothing to any body about her being 
free, which she refused to comply with. She 
affirmed that he offered her for sale to several 
persons, who refused to purchase her, on account 
of her asserting that she was free. She stated 
that her purchaser had left her in Washington 
for a few weeks, and gone to the eastern shore, 
in search of more black people, in order to make 
up a drove for Georgia. 99 

" These facts clearly exemplify the safety with 
which the free born inhabitants of the United 
States may be offered for sale and sold, even in 
the metropolis of liberty, as oxen ; even to those 
who are notified of the fact, and are perhaps 
convinced that they are free !" 

"A mulatto youth had been purchased in the 
city of Washington, and kept in it in irons se- 
veral weeks by a person who confessed his re- 
gret, that he had not removed him before the 



(the place 



suit for the recovery of his freedom had com 
menced ; and that, if he had known it sooner, 
he would have taken him on to 
of his residence,) even if he had been satisfied 
of his being free. One slave trader to whom he 
had been offered, was however so conscientious, 
that he refused to purchase him or the lad who 
was with him, (before mentioned,) being confi- 
dent that they were illegally enslaved." 

"I have been assured by a gentleman of the 
highest respectability, that a former representa- 
tive to Congress, from one of the southern states, 
acknowledged to him that he held a mulatto 
man as a slave, having purchased him in com- 



1 same drama is now performed in miniature.- 
The arrival of the man-traffickers, laden with 
cash, at their respective stations, near the coasts 
of the great American water, called justly, by 
Mr. Randolph, * a Mediterranean sea, 9 or at their 
several inland posts, near the dividing line of 
Maryland and Delaware, (at some of which they 
have grated prisons for the purpose,) is the well 
known signal for the professed kidnappers^ like 
beasts of prey, to commence their nightly inva- 
sions upon the fleecy flocks, extending their ra- 
vages, (generally attended with bloodshed, and 
sometimes murder,) and spreading terror and 
consternation amongst both ^reemen and slaves, 
throughout the sandy regions, from the western 
to the eastern shores. These * two-legged fecdh- 
erless animals, or human blood-hounds, when 
overtaken, which is rare, by the messengers of 
the law, are generally found armed with instru- 
ments of death, sometimes with pistols with la- 
tent spring daggers attached to them." 

On the subject of the difficulty of a kid- 
napped free man or woman holding any 
communication, by which assistance could 
be procured, Mr. Munro states the follow- 
ing facts, as having come under his own 



observation. 

In the droves, which are marched inland 
from Maryland south, and from the prisons, 
•depots and public houses to the vessels, 
none is allowed to address a bystander of 
any color or condition. Now and then, a 
negro raises his head and calls out, " Good 
bye," to his friends and acquaintance. This 

pany with slaves, who°affirmed that he was free || is all. It is exceedingly rare that one hears 

born, and had been kidnapped from one of the 
New England states, who was well educated, 
and who, he had no doubt, was born as free a 
man as himself or my informant. Upon being 
asked how he could bear then to retain him, he 



replied that the customs of his part of the coun- 
try were such, that these things are not minded 
much." 



more. I was once present, when a woman 
i cried that she was free, and had been kid- 
| napped. A gentleman of respectable cha- 
racter attempted to inquire into the particu- 
! lars of her case, but Woolfolk, the ferocious 
| merchant of souls, rode up to him on the 
side walk, and drew his pistols upon him. 



'Mr. Cooper, one of the representatives to i Of this action, no notice was taken by the 
Congress from Delaware, assured me that he had ; police or public authorities of any kind, 
often been afraid to send one of his servants out |; Woolfolk' s servants follow him, armed with 
of his house in the evening, from the danger of j; pistols and daggers. 

their being seized by kidnappers." jj It may De observed in general, that the 

It appears by the following passage, that j kidnapping of freemen is common all over 
Dr. Torrey was powerfully struck by that!: this country, and prevails to an extent of 
resemblance, or rather identity of the Ame-'j which few are aware. 



rican slave trade and the African slave! 



Mr. Jude Hall, a 



Ne 



trade, which your committee have asserted. ! Hampshire, a valiant soldier during the 
He says : i; whole of our revolutionary war, and at the 

"Thomas Clarkson states, in his History of: : t i me 0 f his death a pensioner of the United 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, that the am- Stato>s ]ost three sons bv kidnapping from 



vai of slave ships on the coast of Africa, was; N Endand vessels, 
the uniform signal for the immediate commence- ! 



One of them, after 



ment of wars "for the attainment of prisoners, >• ten y ears bondage, escaped to England, and 
for sale and exportation to America and the: wrote from there a few years ago, an ae- 
Weet Indies. In Maryland and Delaware, the [j count of his being sold by his captain, of 
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his continuance in slavery during the above 

d t of his escape thence, and of his 



arriving 



Success and prosperity after 
England, where he had become the captain 
of a coasting vessel, and was happily mar- 
ried. This news was received after the 
death of the father. The other two, if li- 
ving, are still in slavery — and it is not 
known where.* 

A colored seaman of Boston, was lately 
kidnapped at New Orleans, and committed 
to the calaboose, preparatory to being sold 
and sent into the interior. He supposes 
that his captain, a Scotchman named Bulk- 
There he 



ley, was privy to 



the outrage. 



was torn away from him and destroyed, and he 
very severely flogged. He then lost most every 
hope ; but at length the above Peter Smith* was 
kidnapped again in this garden of paradise of 
freedom, and being lodged in the same cell with 
him, he communicated to Smith the particulars 
of his sufferings. At the examination of Smith 
he was found to have free papers, signed by the 
governor ; in consequence of which, he was set 
at liberty. He then wrote to Barbadoes' pa- 
rents, and likewise arrived in Boston as soon aa 
the letter. Free papers were immediately ob- 
tained, and signed by his father and Mrs. Mary 



Turel, Mr. 



Giles, and Mr. Thomas Clark, 



most 



prisons, and believes he should have been 
in slavery at this time, if he had not been 
able to speak French. Availing himself 
of this advantage, he conveyed a message 



town clerk ; and by the governor of this state, 
demanding him without delay, he was returned 
to his native town, Boston, where all these other 
persons belonged." 

The following is 
ter . 



from Mr. Stanton's let- 



throiu 



on guard, to two friends in the city, who ob- 
tained his release. 

This sailor saw in the prison nine color- 
ed men, whom he knew to be free, having 
known several of them as stewards on board 
of northern vessels. Two of them belong- 
ed to Boston, one to Portland, and three to 
New York. After twenty days, they were |j 



" A member of this institution, recently visit- 
ing among the colored people of Cincinnati, en- 
tered a house where was a mother and her little 
son. The wretched appearance of the house 
and the extreme poverty of its inmates, induced 
the visitor to suppose that the husband of the 
woman must be a drunkard. He inquired of 
the boy, who was two or three years old, where 
his father was 1 He replied, 4 Papa stole/ The 
visitor seemed not to understand, and turning to 
the mother, said, 6 What does he mean V She 
then related the following circumstances. About 



to be sold. The witness adds the following I tvvo years ago, one evening, her husband was 
remarkable declaration, which it is to be sitting in the house, when two men came in, 



hoped may operate, if not as a help to reform 
this horrid abuse, at least as a caution to all 
colored seamen, both against their own of- 
ficers, and the caitiffs avJio infest the shores 



and professing great friendship, persuaded him, 
under some pretence, to go on board a steam- 
boat, then lying at the dock, and bound down 
the river. After some hesitation he consented 



M 



off 



persons from Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 



and other seaports of 
through the calaboose in 
try." 

A member of this 



United States, passin 



cr 



convention! states, 
among five cases of kidnapping within his 
own knowledge, that of his brother. We 
quote his own words. 

About eighteen years ago, Robert H. Barba- 
does was kidnapped in New Orleans, imprison- 
ed, handcuffed and chained, for about five months 
or longer, and deprived every way of communi- 
cating his situation to his parents. His protec- 
tion was taken from him, and torn up. He was 
often severely flogged to be made submissive, 
and deny that he was free born. He was un- 
luckily caught with a letter wrote with a stick, 



to 



8° 



She heard nothing from him for more 



than a year, but supposed he had been kidnap- 

— — , a physician of Cin- 



ped. Last spring, Dr. 
cinnati, being at Natchez, Miss, saw this negro 
in a drove of slaves, and recognized him- He 
ascertained, from conversation with him, that he 
had been driven about from place to place since 
he was decoyed from home by the slave drivers, 
had changed masters two or three times, and 
had once been lodged in jail for safe keeping, 

where he remained some time. When Dr. 

returned to Cincinnati, he saw the wife of the 
negro, and engaged to take the necessary steps 
for his liberation. But soon afterwards this gen- 
tleman fell a victim to the cholera, which was 
then prevailing in Cincinnati. No efforts have 
since been made to recover this negro. No ti- 
dings have been heard from him since the return 
of Dr. . 



. He is probably now laboring on 

some sugar or cotton plantation in Louisiana, 



- - .without the hope of escaping from slavery, al- 

and with blood drawn from his own veins, for | though he is a free born citizen of Philadel- 
the purpose of communicating to his father his iiphia." 
Mtuation : but this project failed, for the letter 



* Affidavit of Robert Roberts of Boston. 

t James Gr. Barbadoes of Boston. 



1 



i 



*One of the four persons previously mentioned by 
Mr, Barbadoes. 
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Mr. Stroud, author of the Sketch of South- 
ern Slave Laws, states that more than thir- 
ty free persons of color were carried off 



from 



leased 



Five with 

difficulty and expense had been re 
The rest were still in bondage. 



Torrey sa)'s, that in many cases, whole 
families have been attacked by night, knock- 
ed down, gagged, and dragged away, lea- 
ving no traces behind, except trails of their 
blood. He further says, on the authority 
of an 48 ingenuous slave trader," which re- 
minds us of the title of a comedy, ( u Honest 
Thieves,") that u several thousand free citi- 
es of these United States, are held in 
hopeless captivity in this land of freedom." 

The star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the — slave. 

The laws of the slave states concur with 
private depravity, to keep up this abomina- 
ble trade. Their prisons, as well as that 
which we all pay and support in the Di 
trict of Columbia, stand ever ready to 
open for the accommodation of soul-sellers 
and stealers, and to close upon their cap- 
tives. The statutes of the eld slave-breed- 
ing and slave-trading southern states pro- 
vide every means for rendering man-mer- 
chandizing easy and lucrative. Thus they 
authorize the county courts to issue under 




seal, certificates of the 



good 



character of 



men 



isiana, &c. which greatly enhances his mer- 
chantable value, and is am^ogous to an in- 
voice or bill of health in a lawful commerce. 
The inhuman, and worse than heathen 
principles, universal in the slave states, that 
any colored man shall be taken and deem- 
ed to be a slave, and shall be incompetent as 
a witness, whether slave or not, augment, 
prodigiously, the facility of enslaving free 

Thus any colored man may be im- 
prisoned by any white, and if no white wit- 
ness appears, he must be sold to pay the 
advertising, jail fees, and for apprehending 
him. The laws in some states are so con- 
scientious as to direct that in such cases he 
shall be sold only for a term of years to pay 
the above expenses ; but all accounts of the 
practise agree that this restriction is gene- 
rally nugatory. Once sold, they are taken 
to Georgia and other states more south, and 
disposed of as entire slaves, to those who 
know not the contrary, or 
they do ; and after this they must 



" O ye who enter kcr$ } abandon hope J" 

than to the entrance of Georgia or the Mis- 

sissippi to these men. 

It is true that " free papers, 53 as they are 

called, are some protection so long as they 

are retained, but what are they worth when 

every white ruffian has the right ofsearck, 
and in nine oases out of ten, (we use the 

language of Mr. Monro,) finds those papers, 
however carefully concealed, and tears 
them in pieces ? 

Another law, which if not universal, is 
very general in slave states, is that a slave, 
or any person for him, who shall sue for 
the freedom of the slave, in case such slave 
shall foil in the action, shall pay to the 
master double costs, and no slave can 
prosecute such action without first giving 
security for costs. 

With such multiplied impediments in their 
way, let the convention judge how many 
free men held in bondage, will be likely to 
vindicate their freedom, 
have a white man in some states to prose- 
cute for them ; in all, they must have white 
sureties and witnesses, either of which it 
renders a white man unpopular with his 
caste to be. Then he has counsel to fee, 
and clerk's and jury fees to advance. All 
these things require money of men, whose 
very condition it is to have no right to ac- 
quire property, and to be incapable of pos- 



The negroes must 



sessmg a farthing? Supposing him by 
some miracle to have surmounted these, still 
his judges and jury are slaveholders. 



Yo 



at this time to 



g reat 



multiply examples, not because they are 
few, but because they arc so many. 

It may be reckoned as among the 
evils of the domestic slave trade, that to an 
owner, who abuses his power in such a 
manner as not to destroy life, but yet to 
render the victims disagreeable to his sight, 



disregard it if 



emam 



residue of their 
lives. The awful motto was not more ap- 
plicable to Dante's heli 
Vol I— No. 7. 2 



disquieting to his conscience, or dangerous 
to his reputation, or their resentment, or the 
sympathy of their companions formidable 
to him — it affords the means of getting rid 
of them as effectually as if they were bu- 
ried. " Dead men tell no tales," is likewise 
true of traded men. 

From a manuscript for which your com* 
mittee are indebted to a member of this 
convention,* we extract the following case. 

A gentleman of Baltimore was the father 
of a mulatto girl, by his slave. He deter- 
mined to fulfil his natural duty towards her, 

* Rev. George Bourne. 
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and gave her an excellent ed ucation, and she 
grew up a very accomplished young lady. 
When she was arrived almost at woman- 
hood, her father died. By a codicil to his 
will he emancipated her, and bequeathed 
her a handsome property. Her white bro- 
ther, who was the executor, destroyed the 
codicil of the will and the modesty of the 
maiden, and when she was about to become 
a mother, sold her for an enhanced price to 
Louisiana. 

Many cases have been stated of slaves, 
whose masters had voluntarily contracted 
with them to give them emancipation, when 
they should have earned a certain sum, 
(the full value of their persons,) over and 
above their usual tasks ; and after they had 
earned and paid it over, have sold them, 
and removed them to a safe distance. This 
cruel deceit seems to be resorted to for gain 
or revenge. 

The affecting case of a barber, who at- 
tempted to cut his throat on being informed 
that he was sold, when he had just paid 
over to his master the last of the purchase- 
money for his own body, has been general- 
ly published within a few months in the 
newspapers. It may be considered as some 
proof of the power of that story, that it 
should have found its way into those vehi- 
cles of information, which systematically 
suppress the truth, touching the condition 
and fate of our enslaved countrymen. 

The following is from a recent publica- 
tion. 

" A master had repeatedly promised to manu- 
mit a slave who was an excellent blacksmith, but 
he had as often violated his promise. The 
slave had worked earlier, later and harder, upon 
the expectation of becoming so much the soon- 
er a man. At length, however, his heart grew 
sick. Disappointment, sharper than a serpent's 
tooth, relaxed the sinews of his arm, and poi- 
soned his coarse and scanty fare. The master, 
to revive his spirits and restore his vigor, finally 
promised with unwonted solemnity, that if he 
would earn by extra labor a certain sum ot mo- 
ney, amounting to several hundred dollars, he 
should be free. The slave fell to work once 
more with redoubled energy. He toiled long 
and hard, and at last the blessed day dawned, on 
which, according to the stipulation, he was to be 
enfranchised. But his treacherous and brutal 
aster had sold him to a slave trader, to be car- 
ried to New Orleans ! and on that day he was 
destined to receive — not his promised freedom 



in? 



thus armed, stood over the sleeping man. 

< Then God 

'God 



* " Speech of David L. Child, Esq. at the first an- 
niversary of iheN. E. A. S. S. published by the Bos- 
ton Young IV^a's Anti-Slavery Society for the Diffu- 
sion of jruth : 1834." 



but a new suit of chains. The heart-stricken 
man told his tale to the trader ; how he had been 
promised, how he had toiled, what cherished and 
often deferred hopes would be blasted forever. 
He entreated him in the most touching language* 
to renounce the sacrilegious bargain. But 
ct there is no flesh in the heart" of a slave trader. 
Seeing that his prayers and tears were vain, the 
slave became desperate. He told the dealer 
that if Ik take him, one or the other of them 
must die ; and that he then gave him fair warn- 

The trader was highly diverted, and said 
" he liked such a spirited fellow." They went 
on board a vessel, and, during a serene evening 
in that delicious climate, the trader reposed him- 
self upon the deck. In the dead of the night, 
the slave contrived to rid himself of his hand- 
cuffs, and groped until he grasped an axe, and, 

. - He 
waked him and told his purpose. 

have mercy on me,' said the slave trader. 

will not have mercy on you, neither will 1/ said 

the slave, and beat out his brains." 

There cannot be a reasonable doubt that 
the American "Middle Passage" abounds 
in horrors very similar to those of the Af- 
rican. The victims collected for the south- 
ern market, are consigned to prisons attach- 
ed to private establishments, or to county 
jails, or to the jail in the District of Co- 
lumbia. There they suffer from hunger, 
heat and cold, in chains and in cells, which 
all witnesses describe as filthy and loath- 
some in the extreme, and even in this situ- 
ation the traders still find or make occasion 
for using the " bloody lash. ?? 

If from these receptacles they are trans- 
ported by sea, they are crowded between 
decks and into the hold in just such num- 
bers as the captain pleases, and their fare 
is such as pleases him or the owner of them. 
Of course, it is not likely to be expensive. — 
The ship-room to be reserved for each slave 
coming from Africa was prescribed by the 
British Parliament long before they abol- 
ished the trade. Our Congress has found 
it necessary to prescribe the ship-room 
which captains shall reserve for passengers 
on foreign voyages to and from the United 
States. If these enactments were necessa- 
ry, is it not probable that the unlimited li- 
berty of crowding unreasonably and un- 
comfortably our coasting slavers, is abused 
in nearly every voyage? Will not the cap- 
tains make money by abusing it ? Will not 
traders save by it? The ordinary cargo 
appears to be from one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred slave 

mittee that there must be suffering, excess- 
ive suffering from straightness of 



3. 



It seems to your com- 
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much greater from this cause, and also 
from badness and scantiness of provision 
and harsh treatment on board, than is either 
known to us, or generally suspected. No 
one has yet told the secrets of an American 
coasting slaver. 

following 
Stanton, may serve to give 



tions not to be named. 



and we have a painful suspicion that it is[ sengers and navigators, and often, by bribes, or 

threats, or the lash, made subject to abomina- 

On the same deck, you 

may see horses and human beings, tenants of 
the same apartments, and going to supply the 
same market. The dumb beasts, being less 



The 



tnd fettered, they were unable 

It upset — they wore 
and sunk, being carried 



The 



wa- 



from the letter of Mr. 

an inkling of 

what may be. 

" A trader was recently taking down nine 
slaves in a Hat boat. When near Natchez, his 
boat sprung aleak. He was compelled to aban- 
don her. He put his slaves into a small canoe. 
Being manacled 
to manage the canoe. 
m lunged into the river 
down by the weight of their chains, 
ter was deep ard the current rapid. They were 
seen no more. My informant conversed with a 
man who accompanied a cargo of slaves from 
some port in Virginia, round, by sea, to N. Or- 
leans. He said the owners and sailors treated 
them most unmercifully— beating them, and in 
some instances literally knocking them down 
upon the deck. They were locked up in the 
hold every night. Once on the passage, in con- 
sequence of alarm, they kept them in the hold 
the whole period of four days and nights, and 
none were brought on deck during that time 
but a few females — and they, for purposes which 
I will not name. Mr. Editor, do the horrors of 
the middle passage- belong exclusively to a by- 
gone age ] 

" There is one feature of this nefarious taffic 
which no motives of delicacy can induce me to 
omit mentioning. Shall we conceal the truth, 
because its revelation will shock the finer sensi- 
bilities of the soul, when by such concealment, 
we shut out all hope of remedying an evil, which 
dooms to a dishonored life, and to a hopeless 
death, thousands of the females of our country ] 
Is this wise ? Is it prudent? Is it right I I 



allude to the fact, that large numbers of female 
mulattoes are annually bought up, and carried 
down to our southern cities, and sold at enor- 
mous prices, for the purposes of private prosti- 
tution. This is a fact of universal notoriety in 



the south-western states, 
soul-driver in the nation. 



It is known to every 
And is it so bad that 



Christians may not know it, and knowing it, ap- 
ply the remedy ? In the consummation of this 
nameless abomination, threats and the lash come 
in, where kind promises and money fail. And 
will not the mothers of America feel in view of 
these facts V 9 

" Those who are transported down the Missis- 
sippi river, receive treatment necessarily differ- 
ent, but in the aggregate no less cruel. They are 
stowed away on tha decks of steamboats, (our 
boats are constructed differently from yours,) 
males and females, old and young, usually chain- 
ed, subject to the jeers and taunts of the pas- 



manageable, are allowed the first place, while 
the human are forced into spare corners and va- 
cant places. My informant saw one trader, who 
was taking down to New Orleans one hundred 
horses, several sheep, and between fifty and six- 
ty slaves. The sheep and the slaves occupied 
the same deck. Many interesting and intelli- 
gent females were of the number. And if I 
were satisfied that the columns of a newspaper 
were the proper place to publish it, 1 could tell 



facts concerning the brutal treatment exercised 
towards these defenceless females while on the 
downward passage, which ought to kindle up 
the hot indignation of every mother, and daugh- 
ter, and sister in the land." 

Let it be remembered that this testimony 
comes from the very scene of these atroci- 
ties, and from the mouths of the sons of 
slaveholders. 

There is much testimony which might 
be heaped up on the subject of the cruel- 
ties to the droves, which move to market 
by land. In the works of Torrey, Rankin,* 
Bourne, Mrs. Child, the Liberator, and the 
New York Anti-Slavery Reporter, facts 
may be found sufficient to oppress the soul 
of any one, whom custom has not rendered 
insensible to human misery and the black- 
est crimes. On this subject Mr. Stanton 
says : 

" The slaves are taken down in companies, 
varying in number from 20 to 500. Men of ca- 
pital are engaged in the traffic. Go into the 
principal towns on the Mississippi river, and 
you will find these negro traders in the bar- 



rooms, boasting of their adroitnes 



in driving 



human flesh, and describing the process by 
which they can * tame down 9 the spirit of a ' re- 
fractor}/ negro. Remember, by « refractory/ 
they mean to designate that spirit which some 
high-souled negro manifests, when he fully re- 
cognizes the fact, that God's image is stamped 
upon him. There are many such negroes in 
slavery. Their bodies may faint under the in- 
fliction of accumulated wrong, but their souls 
cannot be crushed. After visiting the bar-room, 
go into the outskirts of the town, and there you 
will find the slaves belonging to the drove, 
crowded into dilapidated huts — some reveling 
others apparently stupid — but others weeping 
over ties broken, and hopes destroyed, with an 
agony intense, and to a free man, inconceira- 
ble. Many respectable planters in Louisiana 
have themselves gone into Maryland and Vir- 



* 11 Letters on Slavery, by Rev. John Rankin." p. 
80-4. 
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ginia, aud purchased their slaves. They think ' 
it more profitable to do so. Brother Robinson 
conversed with one or two of them when on 
their return. This shows that highly respecta- 
ble men engage in this trade. But those who 

make it their regular employment, and thus re- 
ceive the awfully significant title of 'soul dri- 
vers, 9 are usually brutal, ignorant, debauched 
men. And it is such men, who exercise despot- 
ic control over thousands of down-trodden, and 
defenceless men and women. 0 

" The slaves which pass down to the south- 
ern market on the Mississippi river and through 
the interior, are mostly purchased in Kentucky 



an 



Virginia. 



Some are bought in Tennessee. 



In the emigration they suffer great hardships. 
Those who are driven down by land, travel from 
two hundred to a thousand miles on foot, through 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi. They 
sometimes carry heavy chains the whole dis- 
tance. These chains are very massive. They 
extend from the hands to the feet, being fasten- 
ed to the wrists and ancles by an iron ring 
round each. When chained, every slave car- 
ries two chains — i. e. one from each hand to 
each foot. A wagon, in which rides 4 the dri- 
ver,' carrying coarse provisions, and a few tent 
coverings, generally accompanies the drove. — 
Men, women, and children, some of the latter 



ing through the west some years ago, kill- 
ed two of their drivers, a nd severely wound- 
ed their purchaser. Two slave traders 
were slain by the slaves they were driving 
to market, near Prince Edward Court 
House, Va M about a month since. 

The anguish, wailing and despair which 
are daily witnessed at the slave market, are 
themes familiar, alas ! too r nailiar to us 
all ; and your committee will not now dwell 
upon them. The brutal examination of 
women which takes place, is less spoken of 
than other particulars relating to that migh- 
ty instrument of torture, a slave auction. 

On this topic your committee refer to the 
testimony of Mr. Robinson, a member of 
the Lane Seminary, a citizen of Nashville, 
Tennessee, where he was graduated, and 



walk near the 



wagon ; 



and if, 



very young, 

through fatigue or sickness they falter, the ap 
plication of the whip reminds them that they 
are slaves. Our informant, speaking of some 
droves which he met, says, 'the weariness was 
extreme, and their dejected, despairiug and woe- 
begone countenances I shall never forget.* They 
encamp out nights. Their bed consists of a 
small blanket. Even this is frequently denied 
them. A rude tent covers them, scarcely suffi- 
cient to keep off the dew or frost* much less the 
rain. They frequently remain in this situation 
several weeks, in the neighborhood of some 
slave trading village. The slaves ar* subject, 
while on their journeys, to severe sickness." On 
such occasions the drivers manifest much anxi- 
ety lest they should lose — their properly ! But 
even sickness does not prevent them from hur- 
rying their victims on to market. Sick, faint, 
or weary, the slave knows no rest. In the Choc- 
taw nation, my informant met a large company 
of these miserable beings, following a wagon atj 
some distance. From their appearance, being 
mostly females and children, and hence not so 
marketable, he supposed they must belong to 
some planter who was emigrating southward. 
He inquired if this were so, and if their master 
was taking them home. A woman, in tones of 
mellowed despair answered him — 'Oh, no, sir, 
we are not going 1 home ! We don't know where 
we are going. The speculators have got us /' " 

The cruelties exercised in these passages 
are not always unavenged by the miserable 
slaves. It is in the recollection of most men, 
that a company of sixty slaves, while march- 



has resided. 

"After slaves arrive in market they are sub- 
jected to the most degrading examinations. The 
purchasers will roll up their sleeves and panta- 
loons, and examine their muscles and joints cri- 
tically, to ascertain their probable strength, and 
will even open their mouths, and examine their 
teeth, with the same remarks, and the same un- 
concern, that they would a horse." 

" The females are exposed to the same rude 
examinations as the men. When a large drove 
of slaves arrives in a town for sale, placards are 
put up at the corners of the streets, giving no- 
tice of the place and time of sale. Often they 
are driven through the streets for hours togeth- 
er (for the purpose of exhibiting them) exposed 
to the jeers and insults of the spectators. About 
a vear since, Mr. Robinson saw about a hun- 
dred men, women and children, exposed for sale 
at one time in the market place at Nashville ; 
and while three auctioneers were striking them 
off, purchasers examined their limbs and bodies 
with inhuman roughness and unconcern. This 
was accompanied with profanity, indelicate al- 
lusions, and boisterous laughter." 

" There are planters in the northern slave- 
states, who will not sell slave families, unless 
they can dispose of them all together. This 
they consider more humane— as it in fact is. — 
But such kindnesses are of no avail after the 
victims come into the southern markets. If it 
is not just as profitable for the traders to sell 
them in families, they hesitate not a moment to 
separate husband and wife — parents and chil- 
dren, and dispose of them to purchasers, resi- 
ding in sections of the country remote from 
each other. When they happen to dispose of 
whole families to the same man, they loudly 
boast of it, as an evidence of their humanity." 

What a condemnation of the general 
practice of the slave traders, and indeed of 
their whole traffic do these boasts imply ! 

Your committee had Ions entertained a 
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painful suspicion^ that corrupt and degene- 
rate persons from the United States were 
fraudulently introducing and holding slaves 
in the Texas, notwithstanding that slavery 
was abolished forever, throughout all Mexi- 
co, in the j'ear 1829. This suspicion was 
bunded upon the confident calculations of 
southern planters and politicians upon Tex- 
as, as a future market of slaves, and upon 
their known eagerness to purchase or con- 
quer it. Nevertheless, we did indulge the 
hope, that even fugitives and intruders from 
the United States, who should set down in 
that fair country, would have too much re- 
spect for their native land and her apparent 
institutions, to attempt to convert a friendly 
and free, into a slave state. Or, if this were 
not so, that the government and people of 
Mexico would have too much respect for 
themselves to permit those base men to con- 
temn their lavys, or even to pollute the soil 
with their presence. But we now regret 
to say, that we have met with evidence on 
this subject, which reduces suspicion to re* 
ality. Capt. Alexander, whose work we 
have before cited, makes the following state- 
ment.* 

" The Mexicans complain with justice that 
instead of industrious and respectable settlers 
being introduced into Texas, in general the 
most worthless outcasts enter their territory. I 
heard of people there quarrelling and shooting 
one another with pistols in the open day with 
impunity ; — of a dialogue between two friends, 
who unexpectedly met there. One asked what 
brought the other there. 4 The murder of his 
brother-in-law/ The other « had fled after be- 
ing detected in kidnapping free negroes/ 
Again, the Mexicans complain that they are in- 
sulted by the Americans, who, contrary to ex- 
press stipulations, introduce slaves into the 
colony, under pretence of their being indent- 
ed servants ; and indeed it seems quite evident 
that the Americans are endeavoring to obtain 
possession of the country, (a very tempting 
prize) as they did Florida, by encouraging squat- 
ters to enter it, who, when they are sufficiently 
numerous, will rise under pretence of being op- 
pressed, and an American force will be march- 
ed in to succor them, which, retaining posses- 
sion of the country, a compulsory sale will en- 



eue. 



43 



It is supposed by many persons resi- 
ding at the south, that if the planters could 
not sell and send off a few slaves annually, 
to make up the deficiency of income from 
their agriculture, they would be obliged to 
abandon immediately so bad a system of la- 

* See Debates of the Virginia Convention. 



bor. The domestic trade, in this view, is 
chargeable with the whole guilt of the con- 
tinuance of slavery in several of the states. 

It is impossible to form any satisfacto- 
ry idea of the number of slaves annually 
sold m the United States, by the regular 
traders. There is no other branch of com. 
merce, concerning which our government 
has given us no statistical information. It 
would be unseemly for a republican gov- 
ernment to publish these things, but not at 
all for a republican people to do them. 

One of your committee* has informa- 
tion, on which we can rely, that one house 
in the District of Columbia exported one 
thousand, in the year 1833, and will export 
more the present year. They employ two 
vessels constantly* There is another house 
in the same District , A third, located in 
Georgetown, has been given up ; not, how 



ever, on account of the decline of the trade, 
for that is allowed to be increasing. 



The 



price is depressed at this moment, owing 
to the derangement of the currency, but the 
trade is unquestionably brisk and profitable. 

The high price of cotton and the ravages 
of the cholera last year, and the return of 
the same blessing, (for such it has been said 
the poor slaves esteem it,) — and the new 
tracts of cheap and fertile land, wrested 
from the Indians, conspire, and will conspire 
to increase the demand for slaves, in the 
south and south-west, for some time to 
come. 

Mr. Niles in his Register, states that in 
the week, ending Sept. 16th, 1831, three 
hundred and seventy one slaves were re- 
ported in the New Orleans papers as land- 
ed from Baltimore, Alexandria, Norfolk and 
Charleston. Supposing this to be an ave- 
rage number, it would follow that the do- 
mestic maritime slave trade supplies that 
city with no less than twenty thousand 
slaves every year, three times the annual 
importation from abroad into the United 
States, when the foreign trade was most 
brisk. We may add ten thousand for those 
landed in other states and territories, with- 
out touching at New Orleans, and twenty 
thousand for the inland trade, making a to- 
tal of fifty thousand men, trafficked yearly, 

It 

is supposed by one gentleman in this con- 
vention^ that the number will this year ex- 
ceed one hundred thousand. 



like swine and turkeys from Kentucky 



* Rev. Mr. Frost. 

tRev. Mr. Blain, of Pawtueket 



no 



LAWS AGAINST LIBERTY. 



It is a fact worthy of observation, that 
just at the precise time that the foreign 
slave trade was permitted by our Constitu- 
tion to cease, the domestic was ready to be- 



gin 



The turn of the tide could not have 



been calculated with more accuracy ! Per- 
haps we owe it to this circumstance, that 
the law of 1808 was passed at all ! Ex- 
tensive arrangements would seem, by all 
accounts, to have been made in the north- 
ern slave states, to prepare a supply for the 
market, and to profit by the monopoly. 
And now this dreadful result takes place, 



03- 



Ion of wlii 

tariff. 



In conclusion, your committee recom- 
mend an earnest and early appeal to Con- 
gress on this subject, th petition, setting 
forth the constitutional law, and the practi* 
cal horrors and atrocities relating to this 
trade, be drafted under the direction of the 



New England Anti-Slavery Society, and 



printed with the minutes of this convention, 
and sent to all parts of the country and to 
all Anti-Slavery Societies, for circulation 
and signatures, and they recommend the 
passage of the following resolve : 

Resolved) As the opinion of this convention, that 
the domestic slave trade of the United States is equal- 



ly atrocious in ine ai^hi uf Guu with the foicigu, that 
it equally involves the crimes of murder, kidnapping 
and robbery, and is equally worthy with the foreign 
to be denounced and treated by human laws and tri- 
bunals as piracy, and those who carry it on as ene- 
mies of the human race. 

D. LEE CHILD, 
JOHN FROST, 
RkY POTTER, 
JESSE PUTNAM, 
JOSEPH SOUTHWICK. 

[The length of the preceding article has 
crowded out of this number an excellent 
communication from J. G, Whittier, ad- 
dressed to the society of Friends. We es- 
pecially regret this, because that article 
should have appeared in the last Reporter. 
If Providence permit, it shall appear, the 
first article in our next.] 



Signed, 



LAWS AGAINST LIBERTY. 

We ask, has human liberty ever been 
more effectually trampled down by any laios, 
than by those which pertain to slavery in this 
country? Even in Sparta, the pride and 
cruelty oi whose institutions entitle it to 



poor Helots, they were not liable to be 
bought and sold asunder, or driven hun- 
dreds of miles in chained coffles, to gratify 
the sordid avarice of their oppressors 
Though obliged to support their haughty 
conquerbrs by their unrequited labor, and 
to wear a distinct garment as a badge of 
contempt, and though occasionally butcher- 
ed off, merely to gratify their masters' cher- 
ished propensity to murder ; their general 
condition relative to their masters must have 
been better than that of our slaves. The 
free Spartans in the madness of their mili- 
tary phrenzy, gave up to the Helots by Jaw, 
both the theory and the practice of agricul- 
ture and the mechanic arts, and indeed every 
thing which had a tendency to humanize 
and elevate the mind. If the Helots were 
publicly whipped once a year, to remind 
them that they were slaves, ii must be re- 
membered that the 



masters 
v might 



hardihood and ferocity, by virtue of which 
they kept in subjection a population five 
times as great as their own. It is remark- 
able too, that in the Peloponesian Avar, 2000 
Helots were freed for their bravery in bat 



tie, a plain proof that they were not always 



held in contempt. But, the slavery of the 



Helots was the most cruet upon, ancient re- 
cord. It excited the abhorrence of all 
Greece. The earthquake which overthrew 
Sparta was generally co?isidered as the Di- 
vine vengeance upon her for her cruelty to 
these slaves. 

We are not aware that in any of the an- 
cient republics, it was made a crime for a 
master to teach his slave letters, or to make 
him free. At Rome, it was common for 
slaves to be learned men, and to acquire 
both freedom and wealth by their excellence 



in liberal studies 



Roman 



protected the property of the slave, and thus 
enabled him to buy his own liberty. Thia 
provision was vitally important. It had the 
effect of cutting a window in the prisoner's 
cell, for the light of hope to come in. This 
very code of law, in relation to slaves, has 
been adopted by all the continental powers 
of Europe to govern their slaves in the Co- 
lonies. It is for this reason that the slavery 
which our government is so anxious to have 
preserved in Cuba, is so much milder than 
ours. There, instead of a law against eman- 
cipation, is a law which has freed its tens 



be called a republic of incarnate fiends, ! of thousands, by compelling the master to 
fimon^ all the atrocities nracticed uoon the I take the fixed price of the slave when pvc- 
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sented by him, instead of his services. The j may sell him, dispose of his person, his in- 
British laws in regard to slavery are more | dustry, and his labor; he can do nothing*, 
severe. They of course formed the basis j! possess nothing, nor acquire anything hut 
of our own. The only difference as to the jj what must belong to his master." In South 
manner in which this consummate robbery J| Carolina the law is as follows: "Slaves 
is legalized in the United States and in the 
British West Indies is this ; for half a cen- 
tury their laws have been growing milder, SONAL in the hands of their owners and 
while ours have been growing more severe, possessors, and their execuwrs, administra- 
Whiiethey have passed laws against sepa- tors and assigns, to all intents, constructions, 
rating husband and wife, and in favor of j arid purposes whatsoever" 
teaching slaves, with a view to their ulti-j| But the climax of this despotism of law 
mate emancipation, we have passed laws j is, that while the master may do what he 



shall be deemed, sold, taken, reputed, and 
adjudged in law to be CHATTELS PER- 



making it criminal to teach, and throwing 
obstacles in the way of emancipation- 
There are laws in all our slave-holding 



pleases with his slave as a slave, he is not 
at liberty to make him a freeman. It is not 
enough for these immense bands of robbers 



states which do in fact put the slave, except j to permit every member to plunder at his 
for any purpose of benefitting him, entirely 
under the irresponsible control of the mas- 
ter. It avails nothing to say that this go- 
vernment, as it is actually administered, is 
mild and humane. In the general, it can- 



not be true. Human nature is the same in 



all 



a^es. 



pleasure— 4hey make it a crime to restore 
any thing!! In South Carolina, Georgia. 
Alabama, and Mississippi, a valid emanci- 
pation can be effected only hy authority of 
the legislature specially granted. In Geor- 
gia, an attempt to free a slave, or even to 
permit him in any way to enjoy the avails 
of his own labor, may subject the humane 
transgressor to a fine of a thousand dollars!! 

In North Carolina, emncipation to be 
valid, must be made on account of " meriio- 



It is the uniform testimony of 
past history that despots have, in general, 
abused power. Even the responsible agents 
of a free government are sufficiently prone 

to do so. That there are mild and humane 
slave-holders, as there have been liberal jj rious services, to be adjudged and allowed 
minded autocrats, and tender hearted high- h V county court" Under this law, if a 
waymeii, we do not deny. But that the slave purchase his freedom and receive a 
aggregate of those who make and sustain quit-claim from his master, he is liable still 
the Jaws, are more humane than the laws to be solcl for his master's debts, 
themselves, is altogether incredible. A 
single provision of slave laws makes the 
protection of (he slave a mere mockery. 



Neither the evidence of a slave s nor of any 
one colored like a slave, can he taken by a 
court against any white man ! The en- 
actment in Virginia is as follows: "Any 
negro or mulatto, bond or free, shall be a 



ATTEMPT TO PUT DOWN ANTI-SLAVERY 

BY FORCE. 

On the Fourth of July there broke out a 
most bitter and violent persecution of the 
abolitionists of New York. We have not 
time now to detail a tenth part of the 
good witness in pleas of the Commonwealth :! atrocities which have been enacted here, 
for or against negroes or mulattoes, bond | within the last week. The daily presses 
or free, or in civil pleas where free negroes j of the city, almost without exception, reck- 
or mulattoes shall alone be parties, and in jj less of truth on the subject of slavery, have, 
no other cases whatever" Similar enact- jj by giving utterance to unmeasured fiction 
ments exist in Missouri, Mississippi, Ken- | and obloquy in regard to the doctrines and 
tucky, Alabama, Maryland, North Carolina, !! measures of abolitionists, prepared the po 



Tennessee, and, with shame be it spoken, p pulace for the most ruthless violence. It 
in the free state of Ohio. In the other slave ! commenced by disturbing the meeting in 
states, custom supplies the place of this jj the Chatham St. Chapel on the Fourth of 
law. July and preventing the oration. On the 



In regard to a slave's holding property, subsequent Monday evening, a meeting of 
the law of Louisiana may be taken as a :j colored people, of the most respectable 
fair specimen of the prevailing legislation, jj character, was violently interrupted, and 
"A slave is one who is in the power of a j an attempt mude to expel them from the 

master to whom he belongs. The master !j house. Even some of the daily papers 
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ORIGINAL HYMN — DONATIONS. 



admitted that the aggression was altogether jj was that they trampled on Truth as th« 
on the part of the whites. A conflict en- Si mire of the street — and repent of their foi- 
sued after the main part of the audience J| ly. 
retired, in which the seats and lamps supJj 

plied the place of arms, till the house was j — 

cleared bv the interference of the police. ! 

o- X \ *u • u.i u u il ORIGINAL HYMN. 

Since that, the nightly mobs have pro- j ^ t J t r _ t 

tttoded in their work of destruction with '} Je"HN wifiTTiEE.-—^ung ou the4th of July, at 



almost aa much , effect as if the city had! 
been given up to their law. They have j 



broken opeci the house of Mr. Lewis Tap 
pan, and made a bonfire of the furniture in 
the street. They have attacked the house 
of Rev. Dr. Cox, and broken the windows 
and dqor. They have attacked his church 
in Lsight St., and those of Rev. H. G. Lud- 
low, and Rev. Peter Williams, with consi- 
derable injury. They have nearly demol- 
ished a school house and numerous dwei* 
lings of the colored people in Mulberry St. 
And »ot yet satisfied, they threaten to do- 
molish the house of every leading aboli- 
tionist, and to exterminate the people of 
color ! 

We do not mean to be understood that 
the civil authorities are not faithfully exert- j 
ing themselves to put an end to this state of 
things, but they certainly did not begin in 
time. They suffered the outrage on the 
Fourth of July to proceed, without an at. 
tempt to arrest it 5 — and the next morning 
the daily papers pronounced the rioters a 
g civil set of fellows, 5 * &c. The reins **ere 
thus laid upon the neck of the disorderly, 
and how soon they will be again in the grasp 
of authority, it is difficult to foresee. 

The public have now before them, a pal- 
pable proof of the depth and virulence of 
thht prejudice upon which slavery is founded. 
"A white man who will descend to a social 
equality with a black" say the persecutors, 
"ought to be expelled from society." 



the Chatham Street Chapel. 

"Oh, Thou, whose presence went before 
Oar fathers in their weary way. 

As with Thy chosen moved of yore 
The fire by night — the cloud by day ! 

When from each temple of the free 
A nation's song ascends to Heaven, 

Most Holy Father ! — unto Thee 

May not our humble prayer be given ? 

Thy children all — though hue and form 
Are varied in Thine own good will 

With Thy own holy breathings warm, 
Arid fashioned in Thine image still. 



We 



hill and plain 
Around us wave their fruits once more, 
And clustered vine, and blossomed grain 
Are bending round each cottage door, 

f 

And peace is here — and hope and love 
Are round us as a mantle thrown, 

And unto Thee, supreme above, * 
The knee oi prayer is bowed alone. 

But, Oh, for those, this day can bring 
As unto us — no joyful thrill. 

For those, who, under freedom's wing. 
Are bound in slavery's fetters still:-— 

For those to whom thy living word 
Of light and love is never given, 

For those whose ears have never heard 
The promise and the hope of heaven ! 

For broken heart — and clouded mind, 
Whereon no human mercies fall, 

Oh, be thy gracious love inclined, 
Who, as a father, pitiest ail 1— 

And grant, Oh, Father! that the time 
Of Earth's deliverance may be near, 
When every land and tongue and clime 
The message of Thy love shall hear 



" Hurrah for liberty," " Down with Anti- 
Slavery" are the cries with which an over- 
whelming mob, cheered on by the daily 

press, blazon forth the political hypocrisy jj When, smitten a6 with fire from Heaven, 

of our nation, while thev e?say to* answer! Tho captive's chain shall sink in dust, 

arguments by pulling down houses ! Sure- j An * to ^f ettered soul be £ lV€n 

, * , • * J * j r . wu.^ GLORK)Ug FUEED oM OF THE JUST !" 

ly the rioters and their sage abettors little 



know what they do. They are constructing 
for us an argument, which will sweep into: 
the ranks of anti-slavery every thinking and 
honest man from Maine to Georgia. The 
day of anarchy is necessarily short ;— -when 
men have returned to their sober senses, 
they will begin to inquire, why was all this 

co pi motion ? the^ will begin to see where it 



DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN ANTI- 
SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

Cash received since 20th June.— Piladelphia Female A, 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY OP FRIENDS. 



The 



subject off 



slavery was issued by our friends in Great 
Britain, at their meeting in London, on the 
4th of 1st mo. 1833. 

All that is said of colonial slavery ap- 
plies with equal force to the slavery which 
now exists in the United states. 



with open arms, as brethren in a cause of 



righteousness. 
They 



with 



Nay 



■the obligation imposed upon 



us 



the speedy and total extinction of slavery in 

than that which 



this 



stronger 



Great 



The slaves of the British colonies were 
only 800,000. Ours are more than two 
millions. 



* -i. 4 



The laws regulating colonial slavery 
were less severe and inhuman than those of 



many 



md 



Yet an 



4 

knows 
made 1 



soul's stead." 



members 



liverance of their 



their 



against 



entered into t;o compromise 
the iniquity, — no scheme fos re-acting the 
horrors of the "middle passage 3 ' of the 
slave trade, by offering the slave the mise- 
rable alternative of transportation, or per* 
petual slavery : but 

The only remedy they proposed for (he 
sin of slavery, was total and immediate 
cessation from the practice of it* 

Constantly, earnestly, with tongue, and 
pen, and substance, they sought, through 
good report and evil to awaken the slum- 
bering sympathies of their countrymen to 
the wrongs and sufferings of their brethren 
in bondage. 

And greatly have their efforts been bles- 
sed by Him who as a father careth lor all 
his children. The iron of colonial slavery 
has been broken off from human necks. 
Eight hundred thousand beings have been 
lifted from the condition of brutes, into the 
pale of humanity. 

Thus have our friends in Great Britain 
borne their testimony. How are we bear* 

ing ours ? 

Are we using all the moral means which 
God has placed in our power wholly and 
speedily to remove tl:"". national evil? 

Are we affording our countenance and 
sympathy to those of other denominations 
who are faithfully 

dan testimony against slavery, which our 
own discipline advises? 

Do we, as a people, in view of the sins 
of our slave-holding, as well as the condi- 
tion of our enslaved brethren, regard the 
and they welcomed them 1 solemn language of holy writ ? 



As subjects of a kingly government, our 
friends in Great Britain had less direct in- 
fluence and responsibility than we have, in 
the enactment and continuance of laws. 



1 %F 

slave their own, and "put their souls in bis 



most efficient 



ties of the United Kingdom which have 
been made instruments in the hand <?f Him 
who mairitaineth the cause of the afflicted, 
and the right of the poor, for the entire de- 



from 



sin and 



danger of slavery. 

They rejoiced to find the members of oth- 
er religiotisdenominations awakened to the j 

which thev had so lon^ borne 



bearing the same Chris- 



r 



it 



§PT fVken gratuitous^ phase to read and hand it to your neighbor. &%, 
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EPISTLE ON THE SUBJECT OF SLAVERY 



"When I 



say unto the wicked, O, wicked jj ships which do not stand upon an immiita* 
man thou shalt surely die: if thou dost notable foundation, neglect to do our duty in 
speak to warn the wicked from his way, that 4 firmness and constancy, still waiting for 
wicked man shall die In his iniquity, but his! ,^me extraordinary means to bring ahout 

~ deliverance, it may be by terrible 

16 If thou forbear to deliver them that arejj things in righteousness God may answer us 
drawn unto death, and those that are ready f iii this matter." 



blood will I require at thy h\md.-.Ezek. 33: 8 : their 



to be slain ; if thou sayest, behold we knew 
it not : doth not He that pondereth the heart 
consider it? And He that keepeth thy soul, 
doth not he know it ? And shall he not ren- 
der to every man according* to his works T 
Prov. xxiv. 11, 12. 

Dear friends ! — The cries of our oppres- 
sed and suffering brethren in bondage have 
not risen in vain. He hath heard them in 
His holy habitation, whose tender mercies 
are over all his works. 

In the recent manifestations of his provi- 
dence He has smiled upon the cause of 
Emancipation. Shall we not, ere long, by 
our backwardness and coldness, expose our- 
selves to the bitter curse of Meroz* who 
came not up to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty % 

If in thought and word and deed we 
keep not ourselves far from oppression, — if, 
seeing the thief, through fear of men, we 
consent with him, — if, from a regard to our 
worldly interests, we do not " in any wise 
rebuke" our brother in his sin- — " what 
shall we do when God riseth up? — and 
when He visiteth, what shall we answer 
him % Did not He that made us make them 
— even our suffering brethren ?" 

The words of that eminent laborer in the 
cause of truth and humanity John Wool- 
man, uttered at the Philadelphia yearly 
meeting in 1758, have been revived in my 
mind as strongly applicable to the present 
time. May the awful weight of their truth 
rest upon all hearts ! 

" My mind is often led to consider the pu- 
rity of the Divine Being, and the justice of 
his judgments ; and herein my soul is cov- 
ered with awfulness. Many slaves on this 
continent are oppressed, and their cries have- 
reached the ears of the Most High. Such 
are the purity and certainty of his judgments 
that he cannot be partial in our favor. In 
infinite love and goodness, he hath opened 
our understanding from one time to another, 
concerning our duty to this people ; and it is 
not a time for delay. Should we now he sen- 
sible of what he requires of us, and through 
a respect for the private interest of some per 



A Friend. 

Haverhill, Ms. 16th of 4th mo, 1834. 



S0B1E REFLECTIONS OK THE SUBJECT OF SLAVE- 
RY, RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED ON BEHALF 
OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS TO 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC IN THE BRITISH DO- 
MINIONS. 

The Society of Friends, having Ibng be- 
lieved it to be their duty to advocate the in- 
alienable right of the injured sons of Afri- 
ca and their descendants to the enjoyment 
of civil and religious liberty, feel themselves 
constrained, in Christian love, at this im- 
portant period, not only to maintain the 
cause of the oppressed, but to plead with 
those who are upholding the system of Bri- 
tish colonial slavery. 

One quarter of a century has now elap- 
sed since the British government abolished 
the slave-trade on the coast of Africa ; but 
to this very hour, within our colonial terri- 
tories, the subjects of this empire are legally 
sanctioned in buying and selling their fel- 
low-men as the beasts that perish. Year 
after year has passed on ; the cry of justice 
and mercy has been raised ; the cause of 
these oppressed and degraded children of 
our Heavenly Father has been advocated; 
the practice of slavery has been clearly pro- 
ved to be utterly unchristian, so that though 
sophistry has been employed in attempts at 
refutation, it has been employed in vain ; 
and reason and religion have gained greater 
triumphs by the contest; it is nevertheless 
still suffered to disgrace our country. 

The character of slavery has within the 
last ten years been faithfully depicted by 
means of official documents laid before par- 
liament, as well as by the testimony of un- 
questioned veracity, eye-witnesses of the 
enormities of the system. It has been pro- 
ved that the invariable tendency of this con- 
dition of society is to weaken moral princi- 
ple, and to benumb and to destroy the best 
sympathies of the human heart. Its atro- 
cities and its horrors, as now exposed to 
public view, are not beheld as its occasional 
fruits, but as its natural and uniform re- 
sults. What, indeed, but the unrestrained 
sons, or through a regard to some friend- [fand licentious indulgence of the basest pas- 



BY THE FRIENDS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



115 



sions can be expected from the prevalence | the proprietors of slaves there arc those who 
of the most abject servility on the part e>f are amiable in the various relations of pri- 
one portion of the human family, and un-1 vale life, and who are seeking to live as be- 
controlled power on the part of another? cometh the gospel. —To these we would es- 
Whoever allows himself to examine more pccially appeal. Permit us, in sincere good 
in detail the barbarity often exercised upon will, to ask you — Can you, a3 believers in 
the victims of slavery, and the degradation ' 
into * hich they are plunged, a degradation 
marked bv the nrostration of everv feelinff 



that ennobles man, must regard as truly aw- 
ful the situation of those who, from mista- 
ken policy, are concerned in directly up- 
holding* this svstem. 

It requires but a very slight acquaintance 
with the laws of Christ to convince us that 
nothing is more repugnant than slavery to 
the spirit and precepts of his holy religion. 



blighted 



All 



that 



men should do to you, do ye even so to them," 
was the command of our blessed Savior 
and again, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself," under which term we believe 
are comprehended our fellow creatures of 
every nation, tongue and color. These di- 
vine laws are of perpetual obligation. Our 
Lord further declares, "If thou wilt enter 

" If ye 

?» rr 



Christ, and desirous to be numbered with his 
j disciples both here and hereafter, continue 
to be connected with a system so entirely 
opposed as slavery is to the scope and de- 
sign of his gospel ? When you contemplate 
the moral state of the countries where it pre- 
vails, when you consider their 
prospects, notwithstanding all the unallowed 
gains which it has yielded, can you doubt 
but that this system is signally marked by 
the righteous displeasure of the Supreme 
Governor of the world? 

The present circumstances of the slaves 
and of the free people of color in the British 
colonies, the troubles in the Mauritius, the 
insurrection in Jamaica, and the religious 
persecutions which have followed, are mo- 
mentous signs of the times as regards the 
continuance of slavery. Contemplating' these 



commandments 



love me, keep my commandments. 9 



if, 



then, we wilfully violate his commandments 



are we not in danger of losing an in! 



ieri- 



tance in eternal life ? Are we not giving 
practical proof that we do not love Jesus 
Christ? Can there be a greater violation 
of his righteous law than to buy and sell 
our fellow men, to claim a right of proper- 
ty in them and iheir offspring, to hold in 
perpetual bondage those for whom, as well 
as for us, Christ died? is not this practi- 
cally denying the Lord who bought us? 
And ought not these considerations to bring 
with them solemn reflections on looking 
forward to that day when we must all ap 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ? 

We earnestly beseech our fellow-country- 
man, our Christian brethren of every de- 
nomination, to lay these things to heart. 
As subjects of the same government, as fel- 
low-believers in the truths of the pure and 
holy religion of our blessed Redeemer, we 
are called upon to cherish feelings of kind- 
ness and love to one another. We there- 
fore affectionately desire that we may all be 
wholly clear of any longer supporting this 
unrighteous system, and contributing to 
frustrate the gracious and beneficent designs 



events, and the increased interest for the 
oppressed, which so manifestly pervades 
every class of society in this land, the time 
is surely arrived when all should co-operate 
in Christian endeavors wholly and speedily 



pie 



! 



Paxent 



his ra 



tional creation. We believe that amon 



to remove this national sin. When 

have become enlightened on the enor- 
mity of a crime, the guilt of continuing frhat 
crime is aggravated. Ignorance of the real 
character and tendency of slavery can no 
longer be pleaded* Warning, has, of latter 
times succeeded warning with portentous 
rapidity. Divine revelation teaches us, and 
the history of mankind exemplifies the truth 
that the retributive justice of the Most High 
does fall on individuals and on nations when 

they wilfully continue in their guilt, and 
take not heed to the solemn warnings con- 
veyed in the exercise of his over-ruling 
providence. 

Now is our time: protraction accumu- 
lates the guilt. It is fearful to look at tho 
present state of society in the colonies ; it 
is still more fearful to look forward. As 
we believe that the continuance of slavery 
is an offence in the sight of God, so we al- 
so believe, that if, from a conviction of its 
sinfulness, we in repentance towards God 
put away this evil from before him, he will 
graciously turn unto us and bless us ; and 
if laws for its immediate and entxee ex- 
tinction, accompanied by judi 



and 



from 



equitable provisions, are forthwith made, 
that our Heavenly Father will prosper this 
work of mercy. And we further believe, 
that by the substitution of the paternal care 
of the government in the place of the arbi- 
trary power and authority of the master, the 
peace of society will be secured, and the 
comfort the happiness, and the prosperity 
of all be greatly promoted. 

We offer these reflections with no feelings 
of hostility to any class ; we sincerely pity 
those who are involved in a system 
which the conduct of our predecessors in 
religious profession has warned and guarded 
us. 

We cannot doubt but that many of the 
colonial proprietors would gladly disencum- 
ber themselves from the burden of any lon- 
ger upholding slavery, and that they would 
unite in such measures for its abolition as 
they might deem safe and equitable. We 
feel for them as possessors of estates which 
may have descended to them by inheritance 
with the clog of slavery attached to them. 
At the same time, being fully persuaded that 
men are most likely to prosper in the world 
when, in the conducting of their temporal af- 
fairs, they act according to the eternal prin- 
ciples of justice, we are strongly impressed 
with the belief that the immediate provision 
for the termination of slavery at the earli- 
est possible period will, in this respect, great- 
ly benefit the colonial proprietor. 

May our legislators, and all in authority, 
both at home and abroad, — may every one 
in his individual allotment, who can sympa- 
thize with the sufferings of the oppressed, 
and to whom it is given to feel for the pres- 
ent and future well-being of his fellow men, 
be so influenced by the power of Chris- 
tian love and of Christian truth, as that we 
may all cordially co-operate in endeavoring 
to effect this righteous object, and not re- 
lax in our efforts until its final accomplish- 
ment. 

In conclusion, it is our earnest prayer, 
that it may please Almighty God to continue 

to regard this kingdom for good ; and to 
direct its councils in this and other acts of 
justice and mercy so as to promote h is glory 
in the harmony of his rational creation. 

Signed in and on behalf of a meeting re- 
presenting the religious society of Friends, 
in the interview of its yearly meeting, by 

Geo. Stagey, Clerk, 
London, 4th of 1st mo, 
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ST. DOMINGO. 

RESULTS OF BMAMOIPATIOS/ 

Nothing is more common than to heaf 
the condition of St. Domingo or Hayti ap* 
pealed to, as proof of the inexpediency of 
emancipation. If we propose at once to 
substitute the mild sway of law for the ty- 
rannous domination of individual avarice, 
we are warned of the hokrors of St. Do* 

irty, a?id not slavery, had 
shed ail the blood that once drenched that 
now happy island ! It shall be our task to 
bring to light facts — most strangely hid 
from the American public — in regard to the 
results of emancipation so far as it hay been 
tried. If after all the disadvantages of a 
sanguinary struggle to reinstate themselves 
in their rights, the Haytiens are rising 
in the qualities of freemen, surely they 
would not have made less progress, had they 
never been disturbed in the enjoyment of 
that freedom, which in 1793* was conferred 

upon 500,000 of them at a single dash of 
the pen. 

It is true that the blacks were immensely 
the majority of the population, and indeed, 
in the event of the straggle of 1802-4 they 
were the sole population. They were left 
little better than naked and houseless on a 
soil devastated by a most ferocious and pro- 
tracted warfare. But what then ? If it 
shall appear that from this condition they 
have become industrious, comfortable, weal- 
thy and well-ordered, is not their example 
the stronger in favor of liberty % If such a 
'people can make a benefit of freedom, can- 
not the boon be safely conferred by a nation 
like ours upon a mere fraction of its popu- 



lation ? 



from 



port from the select committee on the ex- 
tinction of slavery throughout the British 
dominions, with the minutes of evidence. 
Ordered by the House of Commons, to be 
printed, 11th August, 1832." 

Mr. Robert Sutherland, called in, and 
examined. 

"Where do you reside?— At No* 132 Re- 
gent street. 

" Are you conversant with the state of 
the population in the island of Hayti 2—1 

* See Clarkson's Thoughts— Anti-Slavery Re. 
porter, No. 3. — Where it is stated, on unquestioned 
authority, that the act of emancipation restored 
tranquility to the island, which was only inter* 
rupted by the endeavors of the former masters to 
re-enslave the people. 
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Resided there for some time, and I think I do 
understand something of the state of that 
country. 

" When did you first go to the island ? 
My first visit to the island was in 1814 or 
1815. 

" When did you leave the island!—*! left 
it also in 1815. 

" When were you last there?— In 1827. 

"For how long? — I think about a fort- 
night or three weeks, but I had been there 
previous to 1827 ; I was thereabout the end 
of 1819, 1820, and part of 1821, without 
leaving the island. 

" When did you return the next time ? 
I returned, I think, in 1823, or the begin- 
ning of 1 824, for a few days ; I called in at 
Jacmel, and rode to Port-au-Prince, and then 
I was there again in 1827. 

■"In all, therefore, since the year 1815, you 
have visited the island four times? — Yes. 

" Had you any official duty there ? — No, 
on private business ; my father' resided in 
the island, and had resided a considerable 



d not visit th 



time 1 
1821. 

" In the year 1821 had complete emanci- 
pation been obtained by the Spanish slaves ? 
— No, the Spanish slaves were still in a 
state of slavery. 

" In 1821 had you the means of compa- 
ring the state of the free blacks in the other 
two parts, with the slaves in the Spanish 
part ? — No, I cannot say that I had ; I had 
an opportunity of knowing every thing that 
was going on in Christophers part, and in 
the republic under Pechon, but I did not 
visit Christophe's part till 1819 and 1820. 
I went from Port-au. Prince with Sir Home 
Popham, and I resided at the Cape for a 
few days ; I went to court with the Admi- 
ral, and dined at Christophe's. I had then 
very little opportunty indeed of ascertaining 
what was going on with reference to the 
negroes in Christophe's dominions, because 
Christophe looked upon me with some jeal- 
ousy, in consequence of my father living 

* my ' 



time; he was a merchant and British agent ther had always sustained Pechon 5 s cause 
there; we had no established British agent, i in preference to Ohr^sfophe's, because he 



the executor calling me over to 



ar- 



three govern- 



but he was recognized as British agent ; my 
father died in 1819, and I was serving in 
my regiment at Canada ; I had just been 
reduced on half pay ; 1 received a letter 
from 

range my father's affairs, and it was in con- 
sequence of that I was there so long a time. 

" In 1815, when you were first there, did 
civil war prevail ? — When I first went there 
the island was divided into 
ments; there was a monarchial government 
established in the north under Christophe ; 
there was a republican government under 
the mulatto Pechon; and there was the 
Spanish part, which still adhered to Spain. 
Those parties were not precisely at war, but 
there had not been any thing like a defini- 
tive peace; the fact is, there was no treaty 
of peace between them ; they could attack 
one another at any period they liked, with- 
out any breach of faith. 

" Under the black monarchy and the mu- 
latto republic had not freedom been obtained 
by the negroes? — Yes; the Spanish part 
was still under the Spanish government, 
and the negroes were in a state of servitude, 
but it was a mild state of slavery ; they were 
obliged to maintain a mild system, in con- 
sequence of the neighborhood of the other 
parties. 

" Did you visit the Spanish part at that 



consider?d Christophe rather arbitrary. 

" When you were there in 1823, had you 
the means of comparing the situation of any 
part of the free bVick population with the 
situation in which vou had left them in 
1815?— Yes, I had. " 

"What part of the population was it? 
It was in Pechon's part. 

"Will you state what was the result of 
that comparison ; had there been progres. 
sive civilization and improvement in their 
condition or otherwise? — I have already 
stated that the country was divided into 
three governments ; it is necessary to enter 
into the views of the different parties. Pe- 
chon's policy was this : by giving the peo- 
ple as much liberty as possible, in fact, a 
liberty almost amounting to licentiousness, 
to undermine the absolute monarchy of 
Christophe, and ultimately to lay the foun- 
dation of a policy which would succeed in 
placing the whole of the island under his 
wing. That policy succeeded, and his suc- 
cessor, the present man, is now at the head 
of the island of St. Domingo. Christophe, 
inconsequence of his arbitrary way of deal- 
ing with the people, was completely under- 
mined by his own soldiers, who shook off 



his authority. He 



year 1821. 
in the yea 



I 
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RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION 

r 



merely to see how those people carried on 
their warlike operations. With respect 10 
the state of the people in 1820, there was a 
decided improvement as compared with the 
former period. 

" In what particulars was that improve- 
ment most perceptible ? — They were gene- 
rally in better obedience to the laws. I 
will just mention one circumstance to give 
an idea of the state of the country: I have 
known foreign merchants who resided there 
who were in the habit of going to the capi- 
tal from different parts of the island with 
sometimes one hundred, sometimes two 
hundred, and sometimes three hundred dol- 
lars, without any person except merely 
those who led the mule and himself accom- 
panying it, and I have seen them go unmo- 
lested from one part of the island to ano- 
ther ; and I do not know any thing that can 
answer better for a state of civilization than 
that circumstance. 

"Was that in consequence of the excel- 
lence of the police ? — No ; but the fact was, 
that such was the mild disposition of the na- 
tives themselves, that they required no po- 

I will say that there were not many 



nee 



many 



of any 



that kind. 

" Were there no murders orcrime 
kind ? — I never recollect hearing 
murder during the time I was in the island. 

" Did not such a state of society surprise 
you ? — Yes, I must confess that I was very 
much surprised, because I did not expect a 
set of emancipated negroes could be so mild. 

" As to their industry, had you any means 
of observing whether they cultivated the 
land ? — I frequently heard the proprietors 
of large estates say that they felt a difficul- 
ty in obtaining laborers ; I believe that that 
difficulty proceeded chiefly from the real 



comfort of the native Hay 



that they 



felt no wants. There was an Agrarian law 
passed by Pechon, by which almost all the 
negroes who could take the charge of any 

little plantations of their own were located 
upon them. 

61 Then an Agrar ian law took place, lead- 
ing to a minute subdivision of property, and 
giving to each man a portion of land? 

Yes. 

"Would it not be impossible to argue from 
such a state of society to any other state, 
in which no such division of property took 
place as a consequence of emancipation ? 
Yes ; I think if all the negroes in the West 



Indies are like the negroes of Hayti, I will 
venture to assert that they might be fixed 
upon their plantations, and, under proper 
fiscal regulations, might be obliged to work, 
and might become useful free laborers. I 
have no hesitation in saying that, judging 
from the negroes of Hayti ; but I am not 
prepared to say that any slave, not possess- 
ing the same intelligence with the negroes 
of Hayti, would be fit to be placed upon the 
same footing with them: but it must be re- 
collected that the people of Hayti have im- 
bibed a great deal of intelligence from being 
constantly in a state of warfare. 

" Does Hayti afford an example of a free 
black population working for wages?— tl 
think it does. 

" You were understood to say that they 

all possessed land of their own, and that 
they worked upon that land ; and that you 
had understood from the large proprietors 
that there was great difficulty in their ob- 
taining laborers for hire ; if that be so, does 
it not fail to afford an example of freelahor 
for hire? — No, it does not ; there are some 
who have no lands, and who are located up- 
on the plantations, of which there are a 
great many. The Agrarian law only ex- 
tends to the more intelligent part of the pop- 
ulation ; land was allotted to almost all the 
old soldiers, who were of sufficient intelli- 
gence to become proprietors and to culti- 
vate the soil ; and I believe there was an 
article of that very Agrarian law, which 
stated, that if the land, or so much of it, was 
not cultivated at a certain period, it was for- 
feited. 

" Are there many persons who work for 
hire in Hayti? — Yes, the whole cultivation 
is carried on by free labor. 

" Do those persons work with industry 
and vigor?—-! have no reason to think that 
they do not. The proof that free labor in 
Hryti answers is this, that after the French 
were expelled there was absolutely no su- 
gar work, there was no mill ; there was no- 
thing of that kind which could be put in 
use, it was so destroyed ; and since that pe- 
riod various plantations have grown up in 
Hayti ; men have gone to the expense of 
laying out twenty, thirty, and forty thou- 
sand dollars to build up those sugar works, 
and there are a vast number of plantations 
in the island ; and it stands to reason that 
unless those men were repaid for their cap^ 
ital, they would not continue that sort of 

work. And there is another thing tc be 
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observed, that sugar is not the staple com- 
modity of Hayti ; they only make sufficient 

for consumption : coffee is the staple com- 
modity of the island. 

" Have you heard complaints generally 
as to the industry of those who were em- 
ployed in free labor?— I have heard the 
great proprietors frequently complain of the 
great difficulty of obtaining laborers, but 
those were men accustomed to the old colo- 
nial custom; their complaint was, not that 
those that did work were inefficient, but 
they complained of the difficulty of getting 
a sufficient number to cultivate. 

" Have you seen any of the negroes at 



work on sugar estates?- — Yes, on several 
plantations. 

" Have you traveled much in Hayti ? 
Yes, I rode through a great part of the isl* 
and. 

■ 

" From \* hat you have seen of it, should 
you consider yourself to have obtained a 
competent knowledge of the state of society 
generally in it ? — Yes, I think I have. 

" You say that large sums of money have 
been laid out in the erection and restoration 
of sugar works ? — -Yes. 

"Are those su°far works carried on with 
success ? — They were not carried on with 
very good success when I was there in 
1-821, and 1822, and 1823, although there 
were several plantations that were 
remarkably well in those years. I do not 
know what may be the difference since, be- 
cause since, they have been at war. 

" When you were there in 1827, had you 
an opportunity of knowing ? — No ; in 1827 
I was unwell, and I could not ride about so 
much. 

"Have you reason to think any of those 

sugar works have been abandoned since ? 

No, I have not heard that they have been 

ahandoned. 

"Was there any scarcity of sugar when 

you were there? — No. 

" Was it cheap or dear ? — -I cannot stdte 

the price. 



doing 



"You stated that you thought a state of 
warfare made the people more intelligent; 
should you think it would have a tendency 
to promote that great mildness of character 
which you expressed to exist there gene- 
rally ? — It might be supposed that a slate of 
warfare would have led to a contrary dispo- 
sition, but it is difficult to conceive the mild 
way in which every thing was carried on 
among those people ; in fact, at that time the 
government was obliged to act mildly, be- 
cause its very existence depended upon the 
mildness with which it treated the popula- 
tion ; but I believe that no chief could exist 
ten days that attempted to tyrannize over the 
people; in fact, if there was any fault in 
them, it was that they were too relaxed ; but 
the reason of it was, that they wished to pur- 
sue a policy that should unite the whole 
island j they succeeded, and since that they 
have assumed more energy. 

Was not the Avar there attended with 
bloodshed, as it usually is? — Very little in- 
deed ; sometimes where people are required 
to be taken out of the way, it is done in a 
sly way; but I never saw those fellows 
come to cross bayonets. 

•* By taking people out of the way, do you 
mean assassination ? 

very tragical circumstance that occurred 
during my residence in that island ; it was 
the death of the children of General Chris- 
tophe: there were two young princes who 
were shamefully butchered by Christophe's 
own party, but I do not mean to say that 
there is a disposition on the part of the na- 
tives of the country to do any thing "like as- 
sassination. 

"Do you recollect in 1820 and 1821, 



I was referring to a 



when you went up with 



Sir 



Home Pop- 



" Did they import sugar for their own 
consumption ? — I never heard of it ; on the 



use very little sugar; they 
use syrup, which is a sort of distillation from 



contrary 



they 



the cane. 



sugar; 



Foreigners get 



a little refined 



for instance, I used to get my refi- 
ned suoar from Jamaica, butjhe natives of 



ham, the circumstance occurring of the 
judges having given a decision contrary to 
the opinion of Christophe,, and their having 
been ordered out upon the batteries in chains 
by way of punishment? — I do not recollect 
the circumstance, but i think it is very like* 
j ly to have occurred, because! have always 
considered that Christophe's government 

the 

fact is, Christophe governed like an unedu- 
cated slave, as every slave would do when 
he gets the upper hand ; a gentleman will 



has been, in fact, a severe government ; 



always rule with the feelings of 



gentle 



the country never use any thing but a little 
syrup, so that they have sufficient sugar for 
their consumption. 



man, but every upstart that gets into power 
will naturally be overbearing. 

"You say that you think oppression would 
not be borne there ; do you think that the 
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Code Rurale is not oppressive ?— The Code 
Kurale did not come into operation till af- 
ter I had an opportunity of judging of it, 
for it did not come into operation till the 



year 1824, 1825, and 1826. 



Was 



;h 



Tousaaint ?-^-It was founded upon that, ac 



Ru 



rale ; 1 do not consider it in any way too 
severe ; 1 think it shows, rather, that the 
government ate becoming energetic, and it 
is nothing more or less than the sort of va- 
grant law we have in this country ; the fact 
is, that I have a very high opinion of the 
government of Hayti, from the very energy 
it displays in enforcing cultivation. 

44 Then do you think that the contracts 
are, on the whole, free contracts, rather than 
compulsory labor? — -Decidedly, there is 
no such thing as compulsory labor ; I do 
not suppose that government would exist 
one week, if it attempted any thing like the 
re-enslaving of those people ; the 
ment is essentially an absolute govern- 
ment; it is what vou mav call a constitu- 



govern- 



may call 

tional government de jure, and an absolute 
government de facto, which is decidedly the 
best calculated for that state; but, at the 
same time, it must be observed, that an ab- 
solute government is not maintained for the 
internal rule of the people ; it is more main- 
tained to prevent any foreign intrigues that 
may be attempted to be introduced into that 
island for the purpose of possessing it. 

46 Do vou think a pure despotism is neces- 
sary to govern emancipated slaves ? — I do 
not, if the slaves are like the negroes of 
Hayti ; but I say that a sufficiently ener- 
getic system is necessary ; and one of the 
reasons why I admire the prudence and 

who rules 

that country, is that, when he got the whole 
island under his power, he immediately set 
to at passing laws for the cultivation of the 
soil, and applied all idlers to it, but not by 
force. 

"How did the President induce those 
idlers to work upon it? — According to the 
Code Rurale, every vagrant may be applied 



man 



man 



paid for his work ; I believe we have the 



same 



not a surplus of population in this country, 
we should be obliged to resort to the same 



measure 



41 If a man can show that he has the 
sans of subsistence of his own. is he com- 



pelled to labor Under the Code Rurale? 
Decidedly not; I should think a negro 
would shoot a man that was to make any 
attack upon his personal liberty ; there are 
no people in the world so jealous of any 
thing like an attempt to degrade them, or 
to make them feel that they are not really 
free men, as the people of Hayti, 

44 Do you think there is any sort of re- 
semblance between the person called the 
conducteur under the Rurale Code and the 

F 

driver in the colonies where slavery exists? 

Certainly not, by the very meaning of the 
word conducteur ; the one is a leader, while 
the other is a driver ; the word conducteur 
means a person to lead the rest, as a captain 
leads his party. 

44 Do you believe that corporal punish- 
ment is inflicted upon any of the laborers 
in Hayti % — I believe it is impossible. 

Is it not contrary to law? — I believe 



it is. 

44 What is the inducement to work there? 
Wages when I was there ; one-fourth or 
one half of the proceeds of the plantation 
were distributed among the negroes, 

44 Was that after the Agrarian law, which 

divided all the property of the island among 
the blacks ? — Yes. 

44 Did all the blacks receive land? — No; 
the great object was, after the sudden eman- 
cipation, to bring them gently to work, that 
they might not consider it any sort of deg- 
radation; by becoming proprietors of the 
soil, they worked for themselves, and seve- 
ral of them bring down their coffees from 
an immense distance. 

44 Was then that division of the soil the 
basis on which the emancipation rested? 
No, the emancipation took place by force of 

this was upon the settlement of Pe- 
chon's government. 

u After the violence of the revolution had 
subsided, the first settlement that took place 
was the settlement of the land by the Agra- 
rian law ? — No, I cannot speak of what first 
took place after the revolution ; when I was 
there in 1821 and 1822, I found a great 



arms 



number of the negroes that had fought in 
the revolution, and their families, squatted 
upon different tracts of the country, and cul- 
tivating yams for their own subsistence, as 



"♦The witness must refer to the second disenthral - 
jnent of the blacks, after the destruction of the 
French army under Le Clerc. The general emanci- 
pation in 1793 was in no sen&e procured by force on 
the part of the enslaved. 
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well as coffee for exportation, and living in 
the happiest state in the world ; in fact I 
have seen the peasantry in the Highlands of 
Scotland, where I was brought up, and I de- 
clare that the negroes in St. Domingo are 
comparatively as much superior to them in 
comfort, as is possible for one man to be 
over another. 

" The peasantry in the Highlands in 
Scotland live upon the property of others; 
were not those squatters living upon land 
which had belonged to others, and of which 
they had become possessed? — Precisely, 
land given to them by government. 

" Do you know what first took place im- 
mediately after freedom was proclaimed ? — - 
No ; any thing I know of is only from hear- 
say. 

'* Do you know any thing of what was 
the state of the colony in 1804, when it be- 
came free? — I have got a very curious doc- 
ument here; it is an old letter, dated in 
1804 or 1805, from the late Mr. Suther- 
land ; it is a draft of a letter addressed ei- 
ther to Earl Spencer or to Lord Auckland, 
and i will just read an extract from it. 

"What is the date of it? — It is without 
date ; my father had a license, which is da- 
ted thethe 10th day of October, 1806, which 
is a license giving him the exclusive privi- 
lege of trading to that island: this letter 
must have been dated about that period ; it 
is my fathers hand-writing; he says, 

" Sir, — By desire of the Right Honora- 
ble Lord Auckland, I take the liberty of ad- 
dressing this letter to you, on the subject of 
the trade of St. Domingo, to state the result 
of my observations daring my residence in 
that country, from personal knowledge and 
intercourse the material part is this; he 
says, " The exports of the colony in 1801, 
a little time previous to its being given up 
by the unfortunate Toussaint to the govern- 
ment of France, was 69,000,000 lbs. of cof- 
fee, and other produce in proportion ; but, 
from the frequent revolutions that have since 
taken place, the total exclusion of the whites, 
the great diminution of the blacks and peo- 
ple of color, the numbers taken from the 
cultivation of the soil to keep up the army, 
the annual crops do not exceed 15,000,000 
lbsof coffee, 10,000,000 lbs of cotton, 4,000,^ 
000 lbs of cocoa, with a variety of other ar- 
ticles of less value, and which cannot be 
particularly enumerated ; the cultivation of 



staple, from the destruction of the works, the 

want of laborers as well as of artificers to 



replace 



are totally abandoned ; n 



therefore, I infer, from the commencement 
of the sentence, that all the works were to- 
tally abandoned. He says, " But this branch 
may again revive, and other produce expe- 
rience gradual and considerable increase, as 
this government becomes more settled, civil 
commotions put an end to, and tranquillity 
and confidence completely restored amongst 
the remaining inhabitants, a nd which must 
now be nearly, if not entirely, accomplished 



every objection of 



to the ruling 



party being now removed; and I am fully 
authorised in stating that, from what I know 
of the attachment Desaline bears to this 
country, as well from principle as from 
policy, prudence and self-interest, a com- 
mercial treaty may be entered into with 
him, so as to secure the principal part of 
the lucrative trade of this Island to Great 
Britain, and which cannot fail to prove an 
immense source of national wealth, as near- 
ly the whole of its rich productions will be 
received in exchange for British manufac- 
tures." 

Wm 

In the description you have given of 
the great abundance of food, and the great 



variety of comforts that the people enjoy in 
Hayti, and in the comparison you have 
made of those people with the peasantry of 
Scotland, do you mean to include the people 



that work 



upon other persons' estates, as 
well as those that cultivate their own land? 



I 



mean 



to state that the general state of 



the population is fully equal to that of the 
Highlands of Scotland, or the Squatters in 
North America, both of which I have seen. 
I conceive that a man that goes a laborer to 
cultivate an estate, and makes his two gour- 
dens a day, is a happier man, decidedly, 
than a man who is obliged to hire land to 
work for his maintenance, and then to give 
three days 7 labor to the farmer, as the sub- 
letters in Scotland and Ireland are obliged 
to do. 

" Do you believe that it is the practice in 
Hayti tor those that work on the estates of 



their masters to work 



for 



their masters 



either on Saturday or Sunday? — No, they 
always have Saturday as a market day ; and 
there are no people so strict with regard to 
the Sunday, as the Roman Catholic Sunday 
is a day of amusement after church. 

" Are thexe any Wesleyan Missionaries 



the sugar-cane, which used to be the first) in Hayti? — Not one; I recollect the French 
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sent 



em a 



off ag 
You I 



bishop 



Out, 



and they walked 



of a 



letter 



from your father to Lord Spencer, for the 
purpose of showing that in the year 1801, 
after the negroes had been free for eight 
years, still a very considerable quantity of 
colonial produce was exported? — Yes, and 
that the sugar works were all destroyed ; 
and to show that all the sugar works that 
have since been erected have been erected 
by the free labor of those very negroes. 

".Was not that before the Agrarian law? 
Yes, I believe it was. 

" Is it or not the fact, that peace did not 
prevail in the Island till the Agrarian law 
was passed ? — There was no peace till 
Christophe was cut off 

" Had the Agrarian law the effect of pa- 
cifying the natives? — It had the effect 
there were contending parties in the island, 
and the great object of Pechon was, by 
giving every man a hold in the soil to give 



Yes 



J 



him an interest in it, so that, in the event of 
France attempting to invade them, every 
man had his own little hamlet, and his wife, 
and his family, and his property to defend. 

" Did that produce peace ? — No ; the 
peace was produced in consequence of the 
parties ceasing from hostilities, and that 
gave the government of Pechon an oppor- 
tunity of passing the Agrarian law to re- 
ward the old soldiers. 



u Then before 



Ag 



rian law was the country in a state of civil 
war? — The Agrarian law had nothing to 
do with the state of peace or Avar. 

"Was not the Agrarian law confined to 
a division amongst the soldiery ? — In fact, 
amongst all classes, soldiery and others ; in 
fact any man could have land by an appli- 
cation for it. 

" Do you know of your own knowledge 
that there was this Agrarian law passed? — 
I have never seen the Lex Scripta, but I 
have seen the Lex practice by seeing the 
people in possession of the land; I have 
rode into the mountains in the very heat of 
the day, for the express purpose of examin- 
ing the state of civilization amongst them. 

" Then are the Committee to understand 
that, just in the same way as you said be- 
fore, whatever the constitution may have 



facto 



do 



you say now that, whatever the Lex Scripta 
may have been upon this subject there was 



" Was not it essential that there should 
be something of that kind, as all the white 
persons had been driven out at the time of 
the invasion of the French?— No doubt of 
it ; because they weie at the time almost all 
upon an equality. 

" Then you do not consider it to have 
been a violent seizure of the property of 
the proprietors, but in point of fact a sub- 
division of the soil which the proprietors 
had abandoned ? — There was no such thing 
known as a proprietor in Hayti, the old 
colonists were all driven out. 

" Do you mean to say of your own know- 
ledge, that all the white proprietors were 
expelled in 1793? — Not of my own know- 
ledge. 

"What reason have you for thinking 
:hat was the case ? — It must be recollected 
that all the French, with the exception of a 

out of the island; 



^dri 



t 



man held any property in the island. 

" How do you know that ? — I know that, 
because there is a law existing that no 
white man can hold property in Hayti. 

Of what date is that law ? — I cannot state, 
but I believe it is the constitution of Hayti* 
" When was that law made, was it made 
in 1793, when the slaves were emancipated, 
or in 1804, when Dessaline became Empe- 
ror, and the French abandoned the colony? 

I cannot positively state, but I know that 
the law does exist. 

" Do you know whether the French, the 
white proprietors, abandoned the colony in 
1793 or 1803?— I rather think there were 
some that were protected under Toussaint, 
but I merely take my information from his- 
tory; and, in fact, many of them would 
have been allowed to 'retain their possessions 



f 



Is it 



your impression 



to reinstate the 



i 



that the larger 
part of the white proprietors were expelled 
in 1793 or in 1803?— I should thim. it was 
much more likely that they were expelled 
in 1800. 

Do you mean to say that any French in- 
habitants continued in the island of St. Do- 
mingo after it was evacuated by the English 
troops? — I cannot say j in the first place, it 
was before I was born; and I do not pretend 
to state any thing I do not know.' 3 
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BRITISH EMANCIPATION. 

The results of the act of the British Par- 
liament, which went into effect on the 1st 
of August, will be watched in this country 
with the deepest interest. A strong dispo- 
sition is manifested by the pro-slavery 
presses to hail with delight any mischance 
or failure in the experiment. Should the 
products of the colonies diminish, or should 
the planters, by their obstinate infatuation 
provoke their former slaves to any acts of 
hostility, we shall doubtless be told that 
Slavery is better than Freedom, and that 
Emancipation is dangerous. It will be re- 
collected, however, that while Slavery was 
declared to be totally abolished on the 1st 
of August, the planters were permitted to 
put instead of it a system of apprenticeship 
-for full grown mm I — as absurd as it is 
unjust. Should evil grow out of this un- 
generous arrangement-, " Immediate Eman- 
cipation" will not be responsible for it. 

Wc have not yet received any important 
news from the colonies since the act went 
into effect. By the politeness of Stephen 
Dilett, Esq. a colored member of the Legis- 
lature of New Providence, we have been 
put in possession of a file of Jamaica pa- 
pers of previous dates, by which it appears 
that the only ground of apprehension in the 
West Indies was that feature of the plan to 
which we have alluded. The reasoning 
of the Editor of the Jamaica Watchman 
is worthy of insertion. When will the 
press of our own slave-holding states dare 
to promulgate truth so salutary f l i Ed. Rep. 

" There can be little doubt, we should 
think, about the impolicy and impractica- 
bility of the apprenticeship plan, as it now 
stands. Very many are of opinion it 
would be for the interest 
population, as well as the proprietors, to 
dispense with it altogether, and taking pro- 
per precautionary measures, enter, on the 
1st of August, on emancipation. Others 



of the laboring 



work performed. 



stimulus has been 



removed. It is there c ore necessary to sub* 
stitute another. Thi& has not been done in 
the ministerial plan, which the persons we 
allude to think might be amended in this 
respect, and so made to answer all the pur- 
poses for which it was intended. It appears 
to us, however, that the advocates for the 
probationary state with wages will find 
that it is freedom under another name, with 
this inconvenience attending it on the jyart 
of the present masters— that they will be 
burthened with those whom they would 
rather be without. If the system of wages 
is to be resorted to, then there does not ap- 
pear the slightest necessity for indenting 
the laborers, whilst the proposed probation 
Vviil be purely ideal. 

" Should it bs thought desirable, however, 
to confine the laborers to the various proper- 
ties to which they are now attached, by the 
strong arm of the law, rather than the af- 
fection which it is admitted they cherish for 
the place of their nativity— the home of 
their fathers, we do not see that any harm 
can result from it There can be but one 
objection, and that is the uselessness of en- 
forcing, by pains and penalties, what might 

d 



be done without invoking the aid of th 
law, when no such aid is necessary 
furnishing a legal stimulus, when a much, 
stronger one already exists in the mind of 
almost every laborer in the island. Self- 
interest, that powerful principle of the hu- 
man heart, will certainly prevent the man 
or woman from quitting the place to which 
he or she has been accustomed from infan- 
cy, and on which their huts and grounds 
and every thing else they possess, are to be 
found, so long as its proprietor will allow 
them the same rate 
by others." 



of wages that is paid 



THE EXAMPLE OF BRITAIN. 

The cause which produced the British 
are of opinion that there ought to be some I abolition act, is admirably demonstrated by 
intermediate or probationary state, in which j a paper which will by no means be accused 
those who are to be benefitted may be pre- of any fanatical tendencies. We quote the 



pared for the change which is to take place 
their condition, and these admit that 



in 



whatever may he the duration of that state, 
every inducement should be held out to in- 



dustrv and good conduct. 



And how is this 

to he done? As yet we have heard of no 
plan more likely to succeed than, that of 

paying hire according to the quantity of 



article entire, forbearing any comment ex- 
cept that the writer, in glorifying Wilber- 
force and Clarkson, seems to have forgot- 
ten that, whatever may have been their 
prudence, they did not fail to receive the 



same treatment as the mo 



Atl 



arded in their day as madmen 



They were re- 
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nd Clarkson especially, was more than 
Once threatened with the vengeance of those 
whose criminal gains were endangered by 
his labors. Perhaps a similar space of j 
tim* may clarifjr the murky vupors which 
Kive arisen from a profligate pro-slavery 
ress, around the names of the men who 
ave here labored to produce the convic- 




Christianitj 



is inconsistent with 



It is consoling, at any rate, 



to reflect that with all our demerits, we are 
embarked on precisely the principles which 
achieved the glorious victory over British 
slavery, and we have the cordial sympathy 
and co-operation of the very men who, by 

of God, carried the ts convic- 



blessing 



the 

tion w of the six of slavery home to the 
heart of the British nation* Ed. Rep. 



From 



the Baltimore Gazette & Daily Advertiser 

of Aug. 1, 1834. 



"This day, the 1st of August, 1834, will 
be a memorable one in the annals of his- 
tory, for on this day slavery ceases 

THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 

What a host of reflections rise in the mind 
on considering this important fact! How 
wonderful the change effected in the con- 
dition and relative situation of millions of 
beings within our own time! Masters de- 
prived of the power of retaining in bondage 
those whom they had bought or inherited; 
nominally free blacks raised to be free citi- 
zen? > ^os? easing ail !.ho rights of the hither- 
to !)rivileg«>d class; slaves proclaimed by 
lav "to be no longer th property of others, 
but to be ranked as apprentices for a term of 
years, and then dec Ik red completely free : — 
these are the change we have lived to wit- 
ness, chafes which.it was formerly sup- 
posed, it would require centuries to effect. 
In what way and by what means have they 
been produced? rebellion on the part 

of the clacks? No. By the fear, on the 
part of the whites, that rebellion was about 
to break out? No. Other causes have 
been at work, to understand which properly, j 
it is necessary to revert to a period about 
fifty years ago ! At that time Clarkson, 
Wilberforce, and other philanthropists, 
formed themselves into an association, 
whose object was to put an end to the Afri- 
can slave trade, then carried on extensively 
with the British West Indies. They labored 
in this cause with but little intermission for 
twenty years ; but very differently from the 
course pursued by the wild and fanatic abo- 
litionists in our country, whose imprudent 



zeal has defeated the very object they intend* 
ed— — still they persevered till success finally 
crowned their labors, and they were pro- 
claimed by the public voice of both hemis- 
pheres as benefactors of mankind. The 
act of the British Parliament abolishing 
the African slave trade, was passed in the 
year 1807, being just one year before the 
period fixed by Congress for the same pur- 
pose, as far as the United States were con- 
cerned; and which period was the earliest 
that could be adopted constitutionally. The 
example set by the two countries was not lost, 
others successively falling into the measure, 
till at length the African slave trade was de- 
clared by both to be piracy. After the adop- 
tion of this measure little was done by the 
friends of the blacks for several years, ex- 
cept calling the attention of the government 
to the necessity of active measures for ef- 
fecting the total suppression of the abomi- 
nable traffic. At length, however, slowly 
and by degrees, the public attention in Eng- 
land was directed to the total abolition of 
slavery itself; and here we arrive at the 
cause of the changes which this day take 
place. It was not policy; it was not hu- 
manity; it was not fear; no, it was none of 
these singly considered, though each might 
have been brought forward as subsidiary : 
it was a general conviction in the nation 
that Slaver]/ was incompatible with Chris- 
tianity. This was evidenced by the de- 
bate which took place in the House of Com- 
mons about ten years back, on Mr. Berx- 
ton's [Buxton's?] resolution declaring this 
as an incontrovertible truth. Canning, then 
Premier, did not offer a formal negative to 
the resolution, but proposed a set of resolu- 
tions in lieu of it, the purport of which was, 
that it was expedient to abolish slavery as 
soon as possible, consistently with the safe- 
ty of those whose interests might be affect- 
ed by the measure. The abolitionists, glad 
to see such a declaration emanate from the 
ministry, readily adopted it, so that the 
original resolution was not passed. But 
thoug h not passed by the House of Com- 
mons, it continued to gain" advocates both 
in and out of Parliament, till, as above 
stated, it became an almost universally es- 
tablished [adopted ?] axiom. 

But how, it may be inquired, should that 
be deemed inconsistent with the Christian 
religion at the present day, which was not 
so regarded in past ages, by men as pious, 

and as devoted to their convictions of truth, 
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as their successors of the present? To 
this we have only to allege, thai as, in the 
New Testament, no express prohibition of 
slavery is to be found, it is not to be won- 
dered at that different men, in different 
ages should have arrived at opposite con- 
clusions. The African slave trade was, as 
we have seen, carried on for upwards of 
two centuries by Christian nations, and yet 
it was finally adjudged to be no better than 
piracy. The same gradually spreadin 
conviction has brought slavery, so 
England is concerned, to be placed on the 
same level. We simply state the fact with- 
out commenting on it; but, as the subject 
of slavery is highly important we shall 
shortly revert to it, with the view of ena- 
bling such of our readers as are not aware 
of the real state of the question, to form a 
correct judgment of the folly or wisdom of 



I 



far 



53 

as 



From the Richmond Inquirer, Aug. 5. 

ABOLITIONISTS. 

" We learn from private sources that 
many of the most respectable citizens in 
New York were originally concerned in 
putting down the abolitionists. We under- 
stand that plans were in agitation to mark 
Dr. Cox and others, and to keep down their 



fanaticism in the most signal manne 



a * 



As 



the British Parliament in desiring its en- 
tire abolition." 

These editorial remarks called forth from 
Gen. Duff Green, of the United States 
Telegraph, the charge against the Balti- 
more Gazette of advocating the cause of 
the abolitionists, and falsifying in regard to 
British abolition. A part of the reply of 



great mass of th 



the Baltimore Gazette is 



striking. 



Let 



the reader remember that it comes from a 

southern press. 

" The Editor of the Telegraph says thai 

ist-tr on/1 

Now it is true, as we 



t J 



Qr\] v. 

have 



was 



cause. 



the 

inow it is true, as we nave since shown, ^amot mcii iu.uu^mc oun iumi«ui-u, 
that it became a matter of policy with the lj however evil in themselves, as instruments 



the scene deepened, however, other per- 
sons stept in, who were actuated by differ- 
ent passions, and who endeavored to turn 
the riots to purposes of their own. It was, 
however, the impression of the most intel- 
ligent observers on the spot, that the out- 
breaking of the public sentiment was so 
decided against the abolitionists, that it is 
likely to keep down the zeal of the fanatics 
for many years to come — at all events, that 
there is not the slightest disposition in the 

e community to encourage 
their schemes, nnd to tamper with this most 
delicate of all subjects. This is unques- 
tionably the conclusion which every man 
but a violent political partizan would draw 
from the late development of public senti- 
ment in New York. A correspondent of 
the Charleston Courier strongly confirms 
this idea, in an intelligent letter he ad- 
dresses on the 17th from New York. 

" The recent anti-abolition riots in this 
place, which now seem to have ceased, 

precautionaiy measures 
against their recurrence are still continued, 



although 



stronsf 



British ministry — if they had not adopted 
it, they would have lost the support of their 
best friends, and must have resigned their 
seats. But why would this have been the 
inevitable result? Because the conviction 
we have mentioned [that slavery was incon- 
sistent with Christianity] had taken so 
strong a hold of the public mind, that 
nothing could remove or even shake it." 



PRO-SLAVERY AT THE NORTH. 

We are constantly told by a certain class 
of presses, that the north is opposed to 
slavery, and consequently our arguments 
are wasted here for want of an aim. But 
let the reader ponder the following extract 
from the Richmond Inquirer. Will it any 
longer be pretended that there is not work 
to be done at the north, and that the senti- 
ment of the North has nothing to do with 

slavery at the South ? 



of mischief, cannot but be highly gratifying 
to the people of the south, as a strong, 
and indeed, conclusive manifestation that 
the public sentiment of the north, will of 
itself suffice to put down that fanatical 
spirit of false philanthropy and real incen- 
diarism, which but yesterday, as it were, 
boded over us in dark 
clouds. What more can the south desire, 
than that northern mobs should assemble 
to put down and punish those who could 
plot ruin to southern interests, and desola- 
tion to southern plains, and that the great 
mass of the respectable population of the 
great city should stand; by and, behold the 



and threatening 



operations of these mobs, with that unequi- 
vocal evidence of approbation, which non- 
interference on such an occasion clearly 



implies 1 



The language 



of the northern 



press too, is cheering in the extreme — it 
condemns mobbing it is true ; but it, at the 

same time, visits its censures chiefly and 
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justly, in unmitigated severity, on the heads jjtame and inadequate. We would simply 
of the abolitionists themselves, as furnish- jask our readers to put themselves for a mo- 
ing, by their vile machinations, and inde- jj ment, in imagination, into a colored skin, 
cent outrages upon public feeling", the oc- I within the boundaries of Maryland, and 
casion, and, in some measure, the justifica- ; then turn over all their recollections of the 
tion of those mobs, which the obligations of union of " Church and State 51 for a par- 
social order have constrained the civil au- 
thorities to suppress, with prompt action, 
out almost reluctant sentiment. Mob vio- 
lence in such a city as New York, is justly 
held to put in peril the life and property of 



allel to this. 



tempest 



every citizen 

which many may ride, but which none can 
control — and the municipal authorities 
here, cannot be too highly commended for 
their energetic measures (carried it is said 
to the extent of putting 8000 militia under 
arms at one time,} in oreventin^the farther 
demonstration of popular indignation even 
against fanatical abolitionists, in a mode 
too fraught with danger to the dearest inter- 
ests of society to be tolerated even for the 
promotion of the best ends. From all that 
I can see, hear, and learn, public sentiment 
at the north, in reference to southern inter- 
ests was never in a sounder state than it is 

in favor of the south, 
and against the abolitionists, is deep and 
almost universal — -the disposition is general 
to recoernize the SANCTITY of southern 

OF PROPERTY, [Do north- 



« A 



^ LAW OF 



THE STATE OF MARY. 
LAND." 

" An Act relating to the People of Color of this 

State." 

il Sect. 1, Provides for the appointment 



of a 
three 



persons 



now 



the feeling 



RIGHTS , _ 

ern colonizationists recognize the right of 
properly in question ? Eik Reporter.] 
and the conviction of the duty and the 
policy of non-interference with the domestic 
institutions of the South, seems to be as 
sincerely felt as it is openly acknowledged." 



"THE MARYLAND SCHEME." 

The last Liberator (Aug. 23) contains a 
full exposition of the scheme of the Mary- 
land Colonization Society, as it stands con- 
nected with the laws for thrusting out the 
li poor and the needy' 1 from that tyrannous 
republic* It is sufficient to say that the 
Colonization Society proposes to co-operate. 
with the stale on the basis of the following 
law. For such a benevolent purpose they 
have sent agents throughout the north to 
solicit charity ! ! We 



Board of Managers, consisting of 

3 to superintend the whole 
business of the removal of * the people of 
color now free, and such as shall hereafter 
become so.' 

14 Sect. 2, Makes it the duty of the Trea- 
surer of the Western Shore to pay to the 
Board of Managers such sums as they shall 
from time to time require, not exceeding in 
all $20,000 for that present year, to be ap- 
plied by them, at discretion, in the work of 
removal, and in taking measures ' to obtain 
and place before the people of color of the 
state, full and correct information of the 
condition and circumstances of the colony 
of Liberia, or such other place or places to 
which they may recommend their removal* ! 

" Sect. 3. And be it enacted, That it shall 
hereafter be the duty of every clerk of a 
county in this State, whenever a deed of 
manumission shall be left in his office for 
record, and of every Register of Wills, in 
every county of this State, whenever a will, 
manumitting a slave or slaves, shall be ad- 



partnership, for two reasons; first, we are 
busily engaged in disseminating documents 
which will open the eyes of our fellow 
citizens sooner than any thing we might 



mitted to probate, to send within five days 
thereafter, (under a penalty of ten dollars 
for each and every omission so to do, to be 
recovered before any justice of the peace, 
one half whereof shall go to the informer 
and the other half to the State ;) an extract 
from such deed or will, stating the names, 
number and ages of the slave or slaves so 
manumitted, (a list whereof, in the case of a 
will so proved, shall be filed therewith, by 
the executor or administrator) to the board 
of managers for Maryland, for removing 
the people of color of said State; and it 
shall be the duty of the said board on receiv- 



selves to speak of the merits of this co« ling the same to notify the American Colo- 



nization Society, or the Maryland State 
Colonization Society thereof, and to propose 
to such society that they shall engage, at 
the expense of such society, to remove the 



say. Secondly, our compass of English II said slave or slaves so manumitted to Libe- 



furnishes 



epithet 



ria ; and if the said society shall so engage, 
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then it shall he the duty of the said hoard of 
managers to have said slave or slaves deliv- 
ered to the agent of such society, at such 
place as the said society shall appoint, for 
receiving such slave or slaves, for the pur- 
pose of such removal, at such time as the 
said society shall appoint; and in case the 
said society shall refuse so to receive and 
remove the person or persons so manumitted 
and offered, or in case the said person or 



respectable testimony that such slave or 
slaves so manumitted deserve sveh permis- 
sion on account of their extraordinary good 
conduct and character ; Provided, such per- 
mit shall not exempt any manumit tor or his 
representatives, or his estate, from any lia- 
bility to maintain any hereafter emancipated 
slave, who, at the time his or her right to 
freedom accrues, may be unable to gain a 
livelihood, or be over forty-five years of age 



persons shall refuse so to be removed, then at said time, and afterwards become unable 
it shall be the duty of the said board of 



managers to remove the said person or per- 
sons to such other place or places beyond 
the limits of this state, as the said board 
shall approve of, and the said person or 
persons shall be willing to go to, and to 
provide for their reception and support at 
such place or places as the said board may 
think necessary, until they shall be able to 



provide for themselves, 



that may be earned by their hire, or may 
be otherwise provided for that purpose ; 
and in case the said person or persons shall 
refuse to be removed to any place beyond 
the limits of this state, an?i shall persist in 
remaining therein, then it shall be the duty 
of said board to inform the sheriff of the 
county wherein such person or persons 
may be, of such refusal, and it shall there- 
upon be the duty of the said sheriff forth- 
with to arrest, or cause to be arrested, 



to maintain himself or herself. 

" Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That the said 
board of managers shall in all cases where 
the removal of a slave or slaves manumitted 
as aforesaid, shall devolve upon them, have 
full power and authority, whenever the same 
shall be necessary, and can be done with ad- 
vantage, to hire out such slave or slaves so 
manumitted and so to be removed, until their 
wages shall produce a sufficient sum to de- 
fray all expenses attending their removal 9 
and necessary support at the plaee or places 



a* 



emoval. 

Authori 



row the requisite funds, never exceeding 



in all Section 8th, authorises 



zfi 



to 



the said person or persons beyond 
the limits of this State ; and all slaves 
shall be capable of receiving manumission, 



for the purpose of removal as aforesaid, with provides that the act have no 



their consent, of whatever age, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

lc Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That in case 
any slave or slaves so manumitted, cannot 
be removed without separating families, and 
the said slave or slaves, unwilling on that 
account to be removed, shall desire to re- 
nounce the freedom so intended by the said 
deed or will to be given, then it shall and 
may be competent to such slave or slaves so 
to renounce in open court the benefit of said 
deed or will, and to continue a slave. 

"Sec. 5. And be it enacted, That it shell 
and may bo competent for the Orphan's 
Court of this state, and for the Baltimore 
city court, to grant annually, a permit to any 
slave or slaves so manumitted as aforesaid, 
to remain as free in the said county, in cases 
where the said courts may be satisfied by 



the levying of a tax to raise the said speci- 
fied funds. The 9tb, directs the sheriffs of 
the several counties to cause the number of 
the free people of color, their names, sex, 
and age, to be carefully taken, noted, and 
sent to the said board of managers. The 
10th, fixes the compensation of the sheriffs. 
The 11th, defines the duties of the mana- 
gers, when informed by the sheriffs of 
persons wishing to remove. And the 1 1th, 



operation. 



f< 

March 14, 
engrossed bill, the original 



House of 



1832.— This 
of which passed this House the 9ih day of 
March, 1832, was this day read and as- 
sented to. 



"By order: 



" Geo- B. Brewer, Clerk. 



"By the Senate, March 14, 1832.— This 
engrossed bill, the original of which passed 



the Senate the 



Ma 



was this day read and assented to. 



" By order. 



s. 



L N 



Jo 

u Geo. Howard/ 5 



" The wicked have drawn out the sword and have 

j bent their bow to cast down the poor and needy." 
Psalm xxxvii, 14> 



128 



APPEAL — DONATIONS — NOTICE- — TERMS. 



APPEAL TO THE FRIENDS OF THE AME- 
RICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The violence of our enemies has in a few 
days accomplished for us the work of years. 
It has thoroughly aroused public attention. 



Hall Place 

E. WRIC 



Green. Jr. No 



Anti-Slavery Office, 130 Nassau-st 
New-York, August 8, 1834. 



Thousands of ears are now open r that had 



mained deaf to our arguments. 



Thou^ 



sands of minds are now excited to study 
our doctrines, who before were unconscious 
of our existence as well as asleep to the sin 
and peril of their country • But it must not 
be concealed that the American Anti-Slave- 
ry Society is not possessed of the funds ne- 
cessary to take advantage of this favorable 
crisis, nor even to contihue its past rate of 
operation, feeble and inadequate as that has 
been. No end, however desirable, can jus- 
tify the dishonesty of incurring debts with- 
out the ability to pay. The executive com- 



DONATIONS ANQ SALES. 



The following sums have been received since the last 
number was published. 

. hy Wm. Goodell , . 4 
- of Rochester, N. Y. » 25 



a 



farthe 



means are put into their hands to fay those 
whom they employ* Accordingly they have 
voted to suspend the publication of the A. 



Reporter aft 



the trea- 



sury is replenished. Other very important 



must 



reason. 



The burden hitherto has fallen ch 



From a Friend, , . . 

Mr, G, A. Avery, * - 
Mrs. G. A, Avery, 

Mrs. Susan Stanton, * 

Mr. A Tajspan, . . 

Mr. John Rankin, . . 
4th July Collection, 

Ebenezer Dole, . , 
4th July Collection, 

ii u 

Mr. John Usmar, 9 . 
Mr* Seth Conklin, 
Rev. P. Williams, 

Mr. Joseph Carpenter, 
Rev. Sam. E. Cornish, 
Mr. A. Townsend, 

Anti-Slavery Society * 

Ladies A. S. Society, . 

John Taylor, . . . 

Theo. Sern. Aux. . . 
Thomas J. Gilielan 
Wm, Garribraace, 

Louis Sheridan, . . . „ „ 

[The following sums were collected by C, 
Pepper, Jr. Esq.] 
From Colored People in 



New-York City , 

Hallowell, Maine 

Pawtucket, R. I. 
Reading, Mass. . 

Syracuse, N» Y. 
New-York City . 
New-Rociielle, N. Y 
New- York City . 
New-Haven, Con. 
Norwich, Con. . 



B?th, Maine * 
Auburn>|N. Y. 



4 00 
25 00 

5 00 

6 00 
600 00 
100 00 

80 00 
20 00 
30 00 
6 00 
50 

5 00 
1 00 
I 00 
1 00 

6 00 

6 00 

7 00 

8 00 
fe 00 

50 
1 00 



upon a few 



New- York 



They 



have been willing to spend and be spent in 
this holy cause. But is that a reason why 
they should be permitted to bear all ? It 
should be remembered that those who com- 
pose the Executive Committee have given 



mon 



mea 



Will not the member 



more 



eties, the advocates of immedialism in all 
that is good, reflect on this?- Compared 
with the whole nation we are few and 
feeble ; but if we stand shoulder to shoul- 
der, by one united and easy effort the mo- 
ral power of the nation will be won. It 
need only be said that if the donations of 
our friends are not sent in to the treasurer 
without delay, the publications of the soci- 



ii 
U 

a 
tt 

u 

a 



it 

a 

ii 
it 
a 
tt 



j Mr. Perry Hardy, 



Albany, N. Y. * . 
Lansingburgh, N. Y. 
Troy, N. Y. . . . 
Schenectady, N. Y. 
Utica, N. Y. . . . 
Whitesboro', N. Y. 
Little Falls, N. Y. . 

'Auburn, N. Y. „ . 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Geneva, N. Y. . ; 
Canandaigua, N. Y. 
Buffalo, N. Y. - . 
Canandaigua 



Sales at the office from 21st Aprij to '2d July 
Sales at the office from 2d July to Aug;. 30th 
Benjamin Perry, . Schaghticoke. N. Y, 
Sarah Dizoose, 

Dr. E. Barker, 



99 



WM. G 

No. 7 C% Hall Place, New 

,i„.r 1f\ 1 R<i/f 



Total 



14 62 
4 95 

11 19 

12 52 
6 55 

2 89 

3 61 
10 49 
18 22 

4 65 
6 12 

16 28 

1 00 
77 83 

140 09 

2 50 
1 00 

50 



0 1246 78 



NOTICE. 



ety, 



instead of being increased as 



they 



ought to be an hundred fold, will be very 
much diminished. It is very desirable that 
all the anti -slavery societies which have 
not done so already, should send us a com- 



plete list of their offic 



the post 



We trust the friends of the enslaved will not suffer U3 to 
intermit our labors in time to come, so long as we seem 
to have done in issuing this number at the close instead 
of the beginning of the month. A pressure of important 
duties connected with the cause have rendered it imprac- 
ticable to publish this at an earlier date, Should the work 
be relinquished, those subscribers who have paid will be 

furnished with other publications to the amount due to 
hem. 



t 



TERMS. 



i^pThie periodical will be furnished to subscri- 
bers at $1 00 per annum, done up in a neat cover;, 
or 50 cents, without the cover. To those who take 
several copies a discount will be made as follows : 



-i ... , , . 7 ^ 0I j at ^ns jnay, 15 per cent . lor AU copie0 35 per cent, tor 25 copse** 

safely remitted by ma%l } and should be | and 33 per cent, for 100 copies* 



